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l\iR. SPEAKER, 


I THANK you for pointing to n1C. I reJ.11y 
\vifhed much to engage your attention in an 
early fiage of the debate. I hJ.ve been long very 
deeply, though perhaps ineffcåually, engaged in 
the preliminary enquiries, which luve cuntinued 
\vithout interrniffion for fome years. Though I 
have felt, \vith fOine degree of fenlìbility, th
 na- 
tural and inevitable impreffions of the feveral 111at- 
tel'S of faa, as they have been fucceffively di[clo[- 
ed, I have not at any time attelnpted to trouble 
you on the merits of the fubjea; and very little 
on any of the points \vhich incidentally arofe in 
the courfe of our proceedings. But I fhould be 
forry to be found totally filent upon this day. Our 
inquiries are no\v come to their final iffue:-It is 
no\v to be determined w bethel' the three years 
of laborious parliamentary refearch, whether the 
twenty years of patient Indian fuffcring, are tQ 
produce a fubfiantial reform in our eafiern admi- 
niH:ration; or whether our kno\vledge of the 
grievances has abated our zC:lI for the corrcétion 
B 2 of 
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of them, and our yery enquiry into the cyil \vas 
only a pretext to elude the reu1edy \yhich is de- 
111andcd frOln us by huma
ity, by jufiice, and by 
c\'ery principle of true policy. Dcpend UPQn it, 
this bufincfs cannot be indiffèrent to our fa111e. It 
y:ill turn out a lnatter of great difgrace or grcat 
glory to the whole Britifh nation. "\tVe are on a 
confpicuous fiage, and the world lnarks our de- 
llleanour. 
I aIll therefore a little concerncd to perceive the 
fpirit and tell1pcr in \yhich the debate has been 
all along- purfued upon one fide of the hou[e. The 
declamation of the gentlen1cn who oppofe the bill 
h'ls been abundant and vehement; but they have 
been rc[erved and even filent about the fitne[s or 
unfitnefs of the plan to attain the direét objea it 
has in view. By fOine gentlemen it is taken up 
(by ","ay of exercife I prefU111e) as a point of law 
on a queftion of private property, and corporate 
franchif
; by others it is regarded as the pl:tty in- 
trigue of a faaiop at court, and argued lllcrcly 
as it tends to [et this Ulan a little higher, or that a 
little lower in fituation and po\\"er. All the void 
has been filled up with inycå:ivcs againfi coalition; 
with al1ufions to the 10[s of America; with the 
aélivity and inaaivity of Ininifiers. The total 
flit-nee of thef(,. gentlemen conccrning the intercft 

nd well-bcinb' of the pcop1c of India, and concern- 
ÌPg the intcrdl which this nation has in thc COIn- 
111erce 
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It!crce and rcvenues 0f that country, is a flrong 
indication of the valu
 whiLh they fet UpOIl there 
o
jeas. 
It h

g been a little p:
:nful to me to o
;..:rvc the 
intrufion into this iInpo
tant debate of fuch C0111- 
pan y as quo wÛrrall!o, an\..ll/wn.latllUJ, and ((rlÍonlri; 
as if we \vete on a trial about mayors and alder- 
n1en, and capiLtl burgeiTes; or engagcd in a fuit 
concel'rÜno- the borou g h of PenrYl1, or Saltaíh, or 
" . 
St. Ives, or St. l\la\ves. Ccntlenlen have argued 
\vith as much hC3.t and paffinn, as if the firn things 
in the ,,"odd were at fukc; and their topicks ar
 
fuch, as belong only to rnatt;:r of the lowefi and 
meaneft litigation. It is n('t ri{,hr 
 it is not worthy 
of us, in this JDLlnner to depreciate the véì.lue, to 
de6rad
 the InajcHy, of this gLl\"C tkiilJeratlcn of 
policy and cmpir(:'. 
For my part, I Inve tho
ì.
ht 111yf
lf bouEd, 
,
.:hcn a l11Llttcr of this cxtrJ,ordinar } r \veirrht came 
n 
before rne, not to coniider (é
S fome gentlcll1en are 
fè) fcr.d of doin
) w hethcr the bin ori.:;-inated frmn 
'- I; t ".I 
a [ecretary of Ïtate for the hGl11e dCp;lrtII
cnt, Of 
frem a fecrctary for t!1C forcig-l1, frOlH a Ilán illcr 
of influence or a rntniC.ci' of the p
oplc; from 
Jacob or from. EÜu.* I :lfk
d myfdf, and I afkcd 
l11yfdf nothin
 e1r
, what p:lrt it \\,a., fit for a 
"lnemLcr of p.u'lian1cnt, who ha
 fupplicd a medio- 


· An alln..i,:r. made by 

r. Pawis. 


13 3 


crity 
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crity of talt:nts by the extreme of diligence, and' 
"Tho has thought himfe1f obliged, by the refearch 
of years, to \vind hilTIfelf into the inmofl receffc9 
and hbyrinths of the Indian detail, what part, I 
fJ.y, it beca111e fuch a 111elnber of parlialnent to 
take, 'when a n1inifier of flate, in c011fonnity to a 
recoinluendation from the throne, has brought 
before us- a fyfien1 for the better government of 
t he territory and conllnerce of the eafi. In thi:y 
light, and in this only, I will trouble you with nlY 
fcntilllcHts. 
It is not only agreed but demanded, by the 
1"ight honourable gentlen1an, * and by tho[e \vho 
ad with hiln, that a u'holc fyfielll ought to be 
produced; that it oUóht not to be an balf 1ll!!ufure; 
that it ought to be no palliative; but a legifiative 
provifion, vigorous, fubfiantial, and effeåive.- 
I believe that no man who underfiands the fub. 
jeB: can doubt for a m0111ent, that tho[e muft be- 
the conditions of any thing deferving the nan1e 
of a rcfonn in the lndian government; that any 
thing {hort of them \vould not only be de1ufive, 
but, in this nlatter \vhich adlnits no nledium, 
noxious in the extreine. 
'T'o all the conditions propofed by his adverfaries 
the n10ver of the bin perfeéHy agrees; and on his. 
performance of them he r
fis his cau[c. On the' 


fir Mr. Pitt.. 


otber. 
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'\.-'.ther hand, not the leafi: objeB:ion has been taken, 
\\Tith regard to the efficiency, the vigour, or the 
completenefs of the fcheme. I am therefore war- 
ranted to affU111e, as a thing admitted, that the 
bills accolI1plifh what both fides of the houfe de.. 
mand" as effentÏ:11. The end is con1pletely anf\ver- 
ed, [0 far as the direB: and inu11ediate objeB: is 
concerned. 
But though there arc no dircé1:, yet there are 
various collateral objeétions made; objecrions from 
the effeas \vhich this plan of reform for Indian ad- 
11linifiration lI1ay have on the privilegcs of great 
publick bodies in England; fronl its probable in- 
fluence on the confritutional rights, or on the free- 
dom and intcgrity of the feveral branches of the 
legiilature. 
Before I anf\ver thefe objeéHons,I mufi beg leave 
\ to obferve, that if 
 are not able to contrive 
fOlne method of governing India 'i.{
eIl, \vhich \vill 
\ _ t- of ncrefiìty b
con1c the lTICans of governing 
Gre .. Brit.lin ill, a ground is bid for their eternal 
feparau. 'n; but none for facrificing the people of 
that coun,- "y to our cOllftitution. I am howcver 
far frolTI being pcríuaded that any fuch inconlpa.. 
tibility of intereft does at all exifi. On the con- 
trary I aln certain that every lTIeanS, effeétual to 
prcfcrve India from oppreffion, is a guard to pre.. 
t::nTe the Britifh confiitution from its \vorft cor.. 
II 4 ruptiun. 
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ruption. To fhe\v this, I u'ill confider the objec.. 
tions, \vhich I think are four. 
dt. That the bill is an attack on the chartered 
fights of men. 
zdly. That it increafes the influence of the 
cro\vn. 
3d1y. ThJ.t it does not increafe, but diminHhes, 
the influence of the cro\vn, in order to pro- 
n10te the interefis of certain minifiers and 
their party. 
4thly. That it deeply affects the national credit. 
As to the firfl: of the1è objections; I Inufi ob- 
fcrve that the phrafc of " the chartered righ ts of 
" men," is full of affeaation; and very unu[ual 
in the di[cußìon of privileges conferred by charters 
of the prefent dc[cription. But it is not difficult 
to di[cover ,vhat end that ambiguous Inode of ex- 
preffion, fo often reiterated, is meant to an[wer. 
The rights of men, that is to [îY, the natural 
riffhts of nlankind, are indeed facred things; and 
if any publick mea[ure is proved Ini[chievouily to 
affett theIn, the objeB:ion ought to be fatal to that 
111ca[ure, even if no charter at an could be fet up 
againfi it. If there natural rights are f:urther af- 
finned and declared by cxpre[s covenants, if they 
arc clearly defined and fecured agai
fl: chicane, 
aga.in[t power, and authority, by \vritten infiru- 
Incnts and pOÍÌtive engagelnents, they are in a fiill 
better 
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better condition: they partake not only of the 
fanaity of the objeét fo fecured, but of that fo- 
lemn publick faith itfe1f, \vhich fecures an objecr 
of fuch importance. Indeed this formal recogni
 
tion, by the fo\-creign power, of an original right 
in the fubjea, can never be fubverted, but by 
100ting up the holding radical principles of go. 
vernmcnt, and even of fociety itfelf. The char. 
tcrs, which \ve call by difiinaion great, are publick 
infiruments of this nature; I Inean the charters 
of king John and king lIenry the third. 'The 
things fecured by thefe infiruments may, \vithout 
any deceitful ambiguity, be very fitly called the 
chartered rights of mell. 
Thefe chafters have made the very name of a 
charter dear to the heart of every Englifhman.- 
But, Sir, there may be, and there are charters, not 
only diffèrent in nature, but formed on principles 
the very reverfe of thofe of the great c11J.rter. Of 
this kind is the charter of the Eafi-India company. 
Magna charta is a 
harter to refirain po\ver, and 
to defiroy monopoly. The Eaft:-India charter is 3. 
charter to efiaùlifh n10nopoly, and to create po\ver. 
Political power and comrnercial n10nopoly are 7l&t 
the rights of n1en; and the rights of then1 derived 
from charters, it is fallacious and fophifiical to call 
" the chartered rights of mcn." Thefe chartered 
rights, (to fpeak of fuch charters and of their cf- 
fe& in tcrms of the greatefi pallible Inod::ration) 
do 
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do at lean fufpend the natural rights of nlankind 
at large; and in their very frame and conftitution 
are liable to fall into a direB: violation of them. 
It is a charter of this latter defcription (that is 
to fay a charter of power and monopoly) which is 
affeél:ed by the bill before you. The bill, Sir, does, 
without quefiion, affeét it; it does affeél: it effen. 
tially and fubftantially. But having fiated to you 
of what defcription the chartered rights are which 
this bill touches, I feel no difficulty at all in ac- 
knowledging the exifience of thofe chartered 
rights, in their fuHefi extent. They belong to 
the company in the furefi manner; and they are 
fecured to that body by every fort of publick fanc- 
tion. They are fiamped by the faith of the king
 
they are fialnped by the faith of parliament; they 
have been bought for money, for money honefily 
and fairly paid; they have been bought for va. 
luable confideration, over and over again. 
I therefore freely admit to the Eafi.lndia com.. 
pany their claim to exclude their fellow-fubjeas 
from the commerce of half the globe. I admit 
their claim to adlninifier an annual territorial re- 
venue of feven millions fterling; to comlnand an 
army of fixty thoufand men; and to difpofe, 
(under the controul of a fovereign imperial dif- 
cretion, and with the due obfervance of the na- 
tural and local law ) of the lives and fortunes of 
thirty millions of their fcllow -creatures. AU this 
they 
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they poffefs by charter and by acrs of parliament 1 
(in my opinion) \vithout a íhadow of controverfy. 
Thofe \vho carry the rights and claims of the 
company the furthefi do not contend for more 
than this; and all this I freely grant. But grant- 
ing all this, they mufi grant to Ine in my turn, 
that all political po\ver which is fet over men, and 
that all privilege claimed or exercifed in exc1ufion 
of theIn, being \vholly artificial, and for fo Inuch 
a derogation from the natural equality of mankind 
at large, ought to be fOine way or other exercifed 
ultÏ1natcJy for their bcncfit. 
If this is true \vith regard to every fpedes of 
political dominion, and every defcription of com.. 
mercial privilege, none of \vhich can be original 
felf-derived rights, or grants for the mere private 
benefit of the holders, then fuch rights, or privi.. 
leges, or \vhate\'cr elfe you choofe to call theIn, 
are all in the firiåcfi fenfc a trzýl; and it is of the 
,.ery eífence of every trufi to be rendered account- 
ablc; anù even totally to ceafe, when it fubfian.. 
thlly varies fro111 the purpofes for which alone it 
could hayc a la\vful exifience. 
This I conceive, Sir, to be true of trufis of 
power vefied in the highcR hands, and of fuch as 
fcem to hold of no human creaturc. But about 
the application of this principlc to fubordinatC" de- 
ri
ati
'e trufis, I do not fee ho\v J. controverfy can 
be maintained. To \VhOl11 then ,"vQuid I Inake the 
EaU.. 
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Eaft.India company accou
taLle? \Vhy, to p:1rlÎj. 
rnent, to be [ure; to parlialnent, fron1 ",1101n their 
truft \vas derived; to parlialnent, \vhkh alone is ca.. 
pable of comprehendin 6 the magnitude of its ob.. 
jea, and its abufe; and alone capab1e of an effcc- 
tuallegiilative remedy. The very charter, which 
is held out to exclude parlian1cnt frol11 correéting 
111ah'cr[ation with rcgard to the high trufi veiled 
in the cOlnpany, is the very thing which at once 
gives a title and ÏInpofes a duty on us to interfere 
with effect, ,vhercver pov\'er and authority origi- 
nating from ourfelves are perverted frOlTI their 
purpofes, and become inftrulnents of \vrong and 
violence. 
If parliament, Sir, had nothing to do \\rith this' 
charter, "re lnight have [0111e fort of Epicurean 
excufe to fiand aloof, indifferent fpeB:ators of "'hat 
pa{fes in the cornpany's nan1e in India and in Lon.. 
don. But if \ve are the very cau[e of thc evil, 
\ve are in. a [pecial manner eng3.ged to thc redrcfs; 
and for us paffive1y to bear with oppreffions COIn.. 
mitted under the fanaion of our o,yn authority, 
is in truth and rca[on for thig houfc to be an ac- 
tive accolnplice in the abufc. 
T}ut the po\vcr notorioufly, gro[')]y abufcd hJ5 
been boubht frolTI us is vcry certain. But this 
(irCun1i1allce, which is ürseJ againft the bill, be- 
COInes an additionallnotivc for our interfLfcnce; 
Idl we fhould be thought to have fold the blood 
of 
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of millions of lr.en, for the bare confideration of 
money. ,V c fold, I admit, all that \ve had to 
fell; that is, our åuthority, not our controu1. 
YV" e had not a right to 11lake a market of our 
d u tics. 
I ground Inyfclf therefore on this principle- 
tInt if the abufe is proved, the contraå is broken; 
and we fe-cnter into aU our rights; that is, into 
the exercife of all our duties: Our own authority 
is indeed as much a trutl originaUy, as the COl1l- 
pany's authority is a truft derivJ.tivc1y; and it is 
the ufe \ye Inake of the refulncd power that muf1: 
jufiify or conÙCIl111 us in the rcfUll1ption of it. 
'Vhen we have perfeéted the plan hid before us 
by the right honourable nlover, the v:orld will 
then fee ,vll.lt it is we defiroy, and 'v hat it is \ve 
crC:lte. By that tell "'e {land or fall; and by that 
teft I truft that it will be found in the ifiue, that 
'\'e are going to fuperfede a charter abufed to the 
fnJI extent of all the po\vers v:hich it could abufc, 
:'.nd exercifed in the plenitude of defpoliftn, ty- 
ranny and corruption; and that in onc and the 
fU11e plan, ""e provide a real ch,lrtered fccurity 
for the rights if men cruelly violated under that 
charter. 
This bill, and thofe conneåed \",ith it, are in- 
tcnded to form the magna charta of Hindofian. 
'VIl<ltever the trcJ.ty of Wefiphalia is to the liberty 
of the princes and frce citics of the enlpirc, and 
to 
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to the three religions there profeffed- Whatever 
the great charter, the fiatute of tallage, the peti. 
tion of right, and the declaration of right, are to 
Great Britain, thefe bills are to the people of India. 
Of this benefit, I anl certain, their condition is 
capable; and when I know that they are capable 
of more, my vote fhall moil afTuredly be for our 
giving to the full extent of their capacity of re. 
ceiving; and no charter of dominion fhall fiand 
as a bar in my way to their charter of fafety and 
proteåion. 
The firong admiffion I have made of the com. 
pany's rights (I am confcious of it) binds nle to 
do a great deal. I do not prefume to condemn 
thofe who argue a priori, againfl: the propriety of 
leaving fuch extenfive political powers in the handg 
of a company of merchants. I know uluch is, 
and 111uch more may be, faid againfi fuch a fyilem. 
But, \vith my particular ideas and fentiments, I 
cannot go that \vay to \vork. I feel an infuperable 
reluétance in giving my hand to deft:roy any ef.. 
tabliíhed infiitution of government, upon a theory
 
however plaufible it may be. My experience in 
life teaches me nothing clear upon the fubjeét. 1 
have known Inerchants with the fentiments and 
the abilities of great fiatefmen; and I have feen 
perfons in the rank of ftatefmen, with the concep.. 
tions and characrer of pedlars. Indeed, my ob- 
fervation has furnifhed me with nothing that is 
to 
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to be found in any habits of life or education, 
which tends wholly to difqualify men for the 
funcrions of government, but that, by \vhich the 
power of exercifing thofe funaions is very fre- 
quently obtained, I Inean a fpirit and habits of 
lo\v cabal and intrigue; \vhich I have never, in 
one infiance, feen united \vith a capacity for found 
and manly policy. 
To jufiify us in taking the adminifiration of 
their affairs out of the hands of the Eafi-India com.. 
pany, on my principles, I mull fee feveral condi. 
tions. Ill. The objeét affeéted by the abufc {hould 
be grcat and important. 2d. The abufe affeB:- 
ing this great objecr ought to be a great abufe. 
3d. It ought to be habitual, and not accidental. 
4th. It ought to be utterly incurable in the body 
as it no\v fiands confiituted. All this ought to be 
made as vifible to me as the light of the fun, be. 
fore I íhould firike off an atom of their charter. 
A right honourable gentleman * has faid, and faid 
I think but once, and that very {lightly (whatever 
his original demand for a plan might feem to re.. 
quire) that "there are abufes in the cOlnpany's 
4:, government." If that were all, the fchclne of 
the mover of this bill, the fcheme of his learned 
friend, and his o\vn fcheme of reformation (if he 
has any) are all equally needlcfs. There are, and 
mull be, abufes in all govenuuents. It an10unts 
Mr. Pitt. 


to 
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to no Inore than a nugatory propofition. But be. 
fore I con{ider of \vhat nature thefe abufes are, of 
,vhich the gcntlelnan fpeaks fo very lightly, per. 
n1Ït me to recall to your recolleétion the l11ap of 
the country which this abufed chartered right af. 
feas. This I {hall do, that you may judge whe. 
ther in that map I can difcover any thing like the 
firft of my conditions; that is, \Vhether the ob- 
jeét affeéted by the abufe of the Eafi-India com. 
pany's po\ver be of in1portance fufficiently to juí. 
tify the l11eafure and l11eans of refonn applied to 
it in this bill. 
'Vith very few, and thofe inconfiderable inter. 
,\rals, the Briti{h dOl11inion, either in the compJ.ny's 
name, or in thc names of princes abfolute1y de- 
pendent upon the company, extends from the 
mountains that fepar3.te India frolll Tartary, to 
cape Comorin, that is, one-and-twenty degrees of 
latitude 1 
In the northern parts it is a folid mafs of bnd, 
. about eight hundred miles in length, and four or 
five hundred broad. As you go fouthward, it be- 
co Illes narrower for a fpace. It afterwards di. 
lates; but narrower or broadcr, you pofTcfs the 
whole cafiern and north-eafiern coafi of that vail 
country, quite fron1 the borders of Pegu.-Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and OrifTa, with Benares, (now un. 
fortunately in our immediate poffeffion) meafure 
161,97 8 fquare Englifh n1Îles; a territory confi- 
derably 
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lîderab1y larger than the whole kingdom of France. 
Oudc, \\-ith itg dependent provinces, is 53,286 
fquare miles, not a great deal lefs than England. 
The Carnatick, with Tanjour and the Circars, is 
65,948 fquare n1iles, very. confiderably larger than 
England; and the 'whole of the cOillpany's do- 
minions, cOillprehending Bombay and Sal[
tte, 
amounts to 281,412 fquare l11iles; which forms 
a territory Iarger than any European dOlllinion, 
Ruffia and Turkey cxcepted. Through all that 
\Tail: extent of country there is '11ot a man who 
eats a mouthful of rice but by pernliflìon of the 
Eafi.lndia company. 
So far \\Tith regard to the extent. The popula... 
tion of this great cl11pirc is not cafy to be calcu- 
lated. Whcn thc countries, of which it is com- 
pofed, can1e into our poffeffion, they \vere all 
eminently peopled, and eminently produaive; 
though at that time conlìderably declined fronl 
thcir ancient profperity. But lìnce they are come 
into our hands!-! IIo\vever, if we l11ake the 
period of our dlimatc immediately before the utter 
defolation of the CarnatÍck, and if we allo\v for 
the hayock which our govenUllent had even then 
made in thefe regions, \ve cannot, in 111Y opinion, 
rate the population at nmch le[s than thirty mil- 
lions of fi)uls; lllore than four tiines the nUIllber 
of pcrfons in the iI1and of Great BritJin. 
1\:)' next inquiry to that of the nUlnber, is the 
V (H.. IV. C qUJlity 
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quality and defcription of the inhabitants. This 
n1ultitudc of men does not confifl: of an abjeét 
and barbarous populace; l11uch lefs of gangs of 
favages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, \vho 
wandcr on the wafie borders of the river of Ama- 
zons, or the Plate; but a people for ages civilized 
and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts of po.. 
liíhed life, whilfi we were yet in the ,voods. 
There, have been (and fiill the ikeletons remain) 
princes once of great dignity, authority, and opu- 
lence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes 
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient 
and vener.able priefl:hood, the depofitory of their 
la\\rs, learning, and hillory, the guides of the people 
'whilH: living, and their confobtion in death; a 
nobility of grcat antiquity and reno\vn; a l11Ulti- 
tude of cities, not exceeded in population and 
trade by thofc of the firfè clafs in Europe; Iner.. 
chants and bankers, individual houfes of \\Thom . 
have once vied in c
pital \vith the bank of Eng- 
land; whofe credit had often fupported a totter.. 
ing fiate, and preferved their governn1ents in the 
midil. of war and defolation; millions of ingenious 
n13nufaåurcrs and l11echanicks; millions of the 
lTIOft diligent, and not the leafi intelligent, tillers 
of the earth. Here are to be found almofi an the 
religions profeffed by nlen, the Bran1Ïnical, the 
l\1uffulnlan, the EaHern and the Wefiern Chrif.. 
tÏan. 


If 
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?erc to take the whole aggregate of OUf 
þofTeilions there, I íhould compare it, as the nearcil 
parallel. I can find, with the empire of Germany. 
Our iminediate poffeffions I fhould compare with 
the Aufiriall dominions, and they would not fuifer 
in the cornparifon. The nabob of Òude 11light 
fiand for the king of Pruffia; the nabob of Arcnt 
I would compare, as fuperiour in territory, and 
equal in revenue, to the elecror of Saxony. Che) t 
Sing, the rajah of Bellares, n1ight \vell rank with 
the prince of Hdfe, at leafi; and thc r(
ah of 
Tanjore (though hardly equal in extent of domi.. 
nion, fuperiour in revenue) to the eleaor of Bava. 
ria. The Polygars and the northern Zenlindars, 
and other great chiefs, might ,veIl cbfs \vith the 
refl of thc princes, dukes, counts, nlarquiffcs, and 
bifhops in the empire; all of \"hom I mention to 
lHmour, and furcly ,vithout difpar.1gcll1ent to 
any or all of thofe moil: refpecrable princes and 
grandees. 
All this va!l ma[
, cOinpofed of fo many 0rdcr3 
and clatTcs of men, is again infinitely diYer1ìfi
d by 
manners, by religion, by hereditary elnplo)'ll1ent" 
through all their poffible conlbination
. This ren.. 
dcrs the handling of India a n1att
r in a high de- 
gree critical and delicate. But oh! it has been 
11andled rudcl r indeed. Even fome of the re. 
former') fcelll tc have forgot tl1:1t they had any 
C 2 thing 
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thing to do but to regulate the tenants of a ma- 
nor, or the fuopkeepers of the next county to\\-n. 
It is an empire of this extent, of this compli- 
cIted nature, of this dignity and Ï111portance, that 
I have cOl11pared to Germany, and the Gcrn1an 
governIllcnt ; not for an exaB: refcillblance, but as 
a fort of 3. l11iddle tenll, by which India l11ight be 
approxÍ111ated to our underfi:andings, and if pof- 
fiblc to our feelings; in order to a\vaken fon1e- 
thing of fynlpathy for the unfortunate natives, of 
\vhich I am afraid \\Te arc not perfeétly fufceptible, 
,,,hiHl \ve look at this very remotc objeét through 
a fa1fe and clouòy medium. 
IVly fecond condition, neceffary to jufi:ify me in 
touching the charter, is, vVhether the C0111pany's 
abufe of their trufi:, \vith rcgard to this great ob- 
jeB:, be an ahufe of great atrocity. I {hall beg 
your penllifiìon to confider their conduét in two 
lights; firil the political, arid then the commer- 
cial. Their political conduB: (for difi:inå:nefs) I 
divide again into two heads; the external, in 
,,,hich I Inean to comprehcnd their conduét: in 
their federal capacity, as it relates to po\vers and 
nates independent, or that not long fince \vere 
fuch; the other internal, namely their conduét to 
the countries either immediately fubjea to the 
cOlnpany, or to thofe who, under thc apparcnt 
governn1cnt of native fovereigns, are in a nate 
much 
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111uch lo\ver, and much more mi[crable, than com- 
mon fubjeåion. 
The attention, Sir, \vhich I wiíh to preferve to 
method \vill not be confidercd as unnecef[1.ry or 
affecred. Nothing elfe can help me to feleétion 
out of the infinite Inafs of materials which have 
paiTed under my eye; or can keep my mind ficady 
to the great leading points I have in view. 
\Vith regard therefore to the abufe of the ex- 
ternal federal trull, I engage myfelf to you to 
make good thefe three pofitions:-Firll, I fay, 
that from mount Imaus, (or \vhatever elfe you 
call that large range of mountains that 'w
lls the 
northern frontier of India) \vhere it touches us 
in the latitude of twenty-nine, to Cape Como- 
rin, in the latitude of eight, that there is not a 
jingle prince, flate, or potentate, great or Í111all, in 
India, with \vhom they have COine into contaét, 
\vho111 they have not fold. I fay fold, though 
fon1etÏ111es they have not been able to deliver ac- 
cording to their bargain.-SecondIy, I fay, that 
there is not a jingle treaty they have ever mad
, 
which they have not broken.- Thirdly, I (lY, that 
there is not a fingle prince or nate, who ever put 
any trufi in the company, who is not utterly 
ruined; and that none are in any d
gree fecure 
or .ßourifhing, but in the exacrproportion to thcir 
fettIed difirufi and irreconcileable enmity to this 
nation. 


C3 


Thefe 
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Thefe a{{'ertions are univerfal. I fay in the full 
fenfe 11lliverfal. They regard the external and po.. 
Ii tical trufi: only; but I fhall produce others fuHy 
equivalent in Jhe internal. }/'or the prefent, I 
{hall content myfelf \"ith explaining my 111eaning; 
and if I anI caned on for proof w hilfi thefe bills 
are depending (which I believe I {haU not) I win 
put 11lY finger on the appendixes to the reports, 
or on papers of record in the houfe, or the com
 
nÚtteeì, \vhich I have difiinB:ly prefent to my n1e
 
mory, and 'which I think I can by before you at 
half an hour's \varning. 
The fil H: potentate fold by the company for 
n1oney, was the Great l\Iogul-the defcendal1t of 
'Taluerhne. This high perfonage, as high as hu- 
Ulan veneration can look at, is by every account 
an1Ïable in his Inanners, rcfpeétahle for his piety 
according to his mode, and accompliíhed in all 
the Oriental literature. An this, and the tit1e de.,. 
}1ivcd under his charter, to all that \\ye hold in 
India, could not fave him fro111 the gencral fa/e. 
Money is coined in his nalTIe; in his n
l1l1C jufiice 
is adminifiered; he is prayed for in every temrle 
thr01{I!h the countries v.'c pofTds- But he \vas fold. 
It is ilnpoffible, IvIr. Speaker, not to p.1life here 
for a lTIOn1cnt, to reRecr on the inconfiancy of 
hum;'J} greatnd::;, and the H:upendous revolutions 
that have happened in our age of wonders. Could 
it be bdkvctl \"hen I entered into exifience, or 
'''}1<.:n 
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,,-lIen you, a younger man, \vere born, that on 
this day, in this houfe, \ve fhoulJ be cmployed in 
difcuffing the conduét of thofe Britiíh fubjeås 
\vho had difpofed of the po\\rer and perfon of the 
G-rand l\Iogul? This is no idle fpeculation. A\vful 
ldfons arc taught by it, and by other"-events, of 
which it is not yet too late to profit. 
This is hardly a digreffion; but I ret.urn to the 
Ùle of the l\IoguI. Two difiriéts, Corah, and .AI- 
bhabad, out of his illlmenfe grants, were refl'rved 
as a royal demefile to the donor of a kingdoIn, 
and the rightful fovereign of fo many nations.- 
After withholding the tribute of 260,0001. a year, 
which the compJ.ny ,,'as, by the charter they had 
received froln this prince, under the mofi folemn 
obligation to pay, thefe difiriås were fold to Ilis 
chief lninifier Sujah ul Dowlah; and, what may 
appear to filme the \vorfi part of the tran[aåion, 
thefe Ì\\ro difiriéts \vere fold for fcarcely t\vo years 
purchafe. The defcendant of Tamcrlane no\v 
ftands in need almoft of the COffilllon nccdTarie" 
of life; and in this fituation we do not even al- 
]O\V him, as bounty, the fnlallefi portion of what 
we owe hhn in jufiice. 
The ];lext Üle was that of the \\Thole nation of 
the Rohillas, which the grand fllef111an, without a 
pretence of quarrel, and contrary to his own de- 
clared fenfe of duty and reétitude, fold to dIe fanlC 
Sujah ul Dowlah. He fold the people to utter ex- 
C 4 tirpation, 
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tirpation, for the fum of four hundred thoufand 
pounds. Faithfully \vas the bargain perfonllcd on 
our fide. Hafiz Rhalnet, the Inofi en1Ïnent of 
their chiefs, one of the bravefi l11en of his til11e, 
and as famous throughout the Eafi for the de... 
gance of his literature, and the fpirit of his po- 
etical compofitions (by \vhich he fupported the 
nalue of H'lfiz) as for his courage, \vas invaded 
.with an army of an hundred thoufand men, ;md 
an En cr lifh bri g ade. This l11an, at the head of in. 
o 
ferÌour forces ,vas ilain valiantly fighting for his 
country. His head \vas cut off, and delivered for 
rnrmey to a barbarian. His wife and children, pcr- 
fÒns of that rank, 'were fecn begging an handful 
of rice through the Englifh Cl111p. The whole na- 
tion, with inconfiderable exceptions, \vas ilaugh- 
tered or bal1ifheù. 'The country v-,as bid \vafie 
with fire and fword; and that land, diftinguifhed 
above l110lt others by the cheerful f,lee of pater'P 
nal government and proteéted labour, the chofcn 
feat of cultivation and plenty, is no\v almofi 
throughout a dre,lry dcfèrt, covered ,vith ruíhes 
and briers, and jungles full of wild beafis. 
The Hriti{h ol1ìcer who cOInnlaDded in the de... 
Jiveryof the people thus foJd, felt [Olne compunc- 
tion at his employment. lIe reprefenteJ thefe 
enormous excdfcs to the prefident of Bcng,ll, for 
\vhich he received a fevere reprimand fronl the civil 
governor; and lilluch doubt \yhether the breach 
cauíèd 
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('lured by the conilia, bet\veen the compaffion of 
the nlilitary and the firmnefs of the civil gover.. 
POl', be da[ed at this hour. 
In Bcngal, Seraja Do\vla \vas fold to l\-lir Jaffier; 
1\1.ir J afIìer \vas fold to l\1.ir Coffin1; and Mil' Cof.. 
filll was fold to Mil' Jaffier again. The fucceffion 
to I'/Iir Jaffier was fold to his cldefi fon j-another 
fan of 1\Iir J affier, l\iob.uech ul Dowla, \vas fold 
to his fiep-mother-The l\lJ.ratta empire was fold 
to Ragoba; and Ragoba was fold and delivered 
to the Pei{hwa of the M
lrattas. Both Ragoba 
3nd the Peiíhwa of the Marattas \"ere offered to 
f.lIe to the rajah of Berar. Scindia, the chief of 
l\lalva, was offered to fale to the fame rajah; and 
the Suhah of the Decan ,,'as fold to the great 
tradcr l\'Llhomet Ali, nabob of Arcot. To the 
fame nabob of Arcot they fold I-Iyder Ali and the 
kingdoll1 of 1\1 yfore. To l\lahomet Ali they t\\'ice 
fold the kingdom of Tanjore. To the fame 1\Iaho- 
n1ct Ali they fold at leafi: twelve fovereign princes, 
callcd the Palygars. But to keep things even, the 
territory of Tinnivelly, belonging to thcir nabob, 
they 
.ould IlJve fold to the Dutch; and to con- 
dude thc account of Ldles, thcir great cufi:0111er, the 
nabob of Arcot himfdf, and his la\vful fucceffion, 
has been fold to his fecond fon, Amir ul Omrah, 
\\ hofe charaacr, views, !intI conduå, are in the 
.tccounts upon your tlhle. It remains with you 
whether they fhall finally perfe& this laft bargain. 
All 
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All thefe bargains and fales were regularly at- 
tended with the ,vafie and havock of the country, 
always by the buyer, and fometiIl1es by the objeå 
of the fale. This was explained to you by the 
honourable mover, when he flated the mode of 
paying debts due from the country powers to the 
c01npany. An honourable gentlcillan, who is not 
now in his place, objeåed to his jumping near 
hvo thoufand l11iles for an exalnple. But the 
fouthern eXéullple is perfeåly applicable to the 
northern claim, as the northern is to the fouthern; 
for, throughout the whole fpace of thefe two thou- 
fand n1Ïles, take your fiand where you will, the 
proceeding is perfcétly uniform, and '\That is done 
in one part will apply exaétly to the other. 
1\ly feconJ affertion is, that the cOinpany never 
has made a trcaty which they have not broken. 
1'his poíìtion is fo conneél:ed with that of the fales 
of provinces and kingdoIl1s, \vith the negotiation 
of univcrfal difiraéìion in every part of India, that 
a very minute detail may \vell be fpared on this 
point. It has not yet been contended, by any 
enemy to the rcforn1, that they have obferved any 
publick agreement. \Vhen I hear that they have 
done fo in any. one infiance (which hitherto, I 
confefs, I never heard alleged) I fhall fpeak to the 
particular treaty. The governour general has even 
:amufcd himfelf and the court of direét:ors in a very 
fingular letter to that board, in \vhich he admits he 
has 
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has not been very delicate \vith regard to publick 
flÍth; and he goes fo far as to fiate a regubr efii- 
mate of the furns which the cOlnpany \\Tould have 
loft, or nevcr acquired, if the rigid idcas of pub- 
lick faith entertained by his colleagues had been 
ob[erved. *' The learned gentlelnan over againft 
TIle has indeed fclved me much troub1e. On a for- 
nler occafion he obtained no Í111all credit, for the 
dear and forcible Inanner in \vhich he fiated "That 
v.re have not forgot, and I hope he has not forgot, 
that univer[al [yfiematick breach of treaties which 
had made the Britifil faith proverbial in the EaH:. 
It only relnains, Sir, for Ine jufi to recapitubtc 
fl)me heads.- The treaty with the mogul, by \vhich 
,ye fripabted to pay him 260,0001. annually, \"as 
broken. This treaty they have broken, and not 
p,lid him a {hilling. They broke their treaty with 
him, in which they fiipulated to pay 400,0001. a 
year to the {()uluh of B:ng.ll. They agreed with 
the mogul, for fcrvices admitted to have been per- 
formed, to P,IY Nudjif Ca\\rn a penfion. They 
broke this article \vith the refi, and fiopped al[o 
this [tnall pcnfion. They broke their treaties with 
the nizam, and with IIrder Ali. As to the Ma- 
rLlttas, they had [0 mLlny cro[s treaties \vith the 
ibtes geIlcr,11 of that nation, and with each of the 
chiefs, that it \\Tas notorious that no one of there 
. 
agreC111cnts could be kept without grofsly violat. 
.. :\1r. Dundas, lord Ad,'ocatc of Scotland. 


ipO' 
ö 
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ing the rell. It v
ras obferved, that if the terms of 
thefe feveral treaties had been kept, two BritiIh 
armies would at one and the fame tinle have met 
in the field to cut each other's throats. The wars 
,vhich defolate India, originated from a mofiatro- 
cious violation of publick faith on our part. In the 
Inidll of profound peace, the company's troops in- 
vaded the Maratta territories, and furprifed the 
iiland and fortreís of Salfette. The Marattas ne- 
verthelefs yielded to a treaty of peace, by \vhich 
folid advantages were procured to the cOl11pany. 
But this treaty, like every other treaty, was loon 
violated by the company. Again the company 
invaded theMaratta dominions. The difclfier that 
enfued gave occafi0n to a new treaty. The \vl10le 
anny of the company \vas obliged, in effeB:, to fur- 
render to this injured, betrayed, and infulted 
people. Jufily irritated, however, as they were, 
the terms which they prefcribed were reafoDable 
and moderate; and their treatment of their cap- 
tive invaders of the moll difijnguiíhed hUl11anity. 
Bu t the humanity of the l\iarattas \vas of no power 
whatfoever to prevail on the company to attend 
to the obfervance of the tenllS diaated by their 
moderation. The war \vas rene\ved wi th greater 
vigour than ever; and fuch ,vas their infatiable 
Iufi of plunder, that they never would have given 
ear to any terms of peace, if Hyder Ali had not 
broke through the Gauts, and ruíhing like a tor- 
rent 
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rent into the Carnatick, fwept away every thing in 
his career. This was in confequence of that con- 
federacy, \vhich by a fort of miracle united the 
moil difcordant powers for our deilrucrion, as a 
nation in which no other could put any truft, and 
who \vere the declared enemies of the human fpe- 
Cies. 
It is very remarkable, tbat the late controverfy 
between the feveral prefidencies, and between theln 
and the court of directors, \vith relation to thefe 
wars and treaties, has not been, which of the par- 
ties might be defended for his fhare in them; but 
on \vhich of the parties the guilt of all this load 
of perfidy íhould be fixed. But I am content to 
adlnit all thefe proceedings to be perfecrly regular, 
to be full of honour and good faith; and willi to 
fix your attention folely to that fingle tranf.1.aion 
\vhich the advocates of this fyfiem fe1ecr for fa 
tranfcendent a Inerit as to cancel the guilt of all 
the fell: of their proceedings; I Iuean the late trea- 
ties 
'ith the l\larattas. 
I make no obfervation on the total ceffion of ter- 
ritory, by which they furrendered all they had 
obtained by their unhappy fucce{fes in war, and 
almoft all they had obtained under the treJ.ty of 
Poorundcr. The reilitution ,vas proper, if it had 
been voluntary and feafonable. I attach on the 
fpirit of the treaty, the difpofitions it 1hewed, the 
provifions 
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provifions it made for a gener3.1 peace, and the 
faith kept \vith allies and confederates; in order 
that the houfe mJ.Y fonn a judgment, froin this 
chofcn piece, of th
 ufe which has been n1ade (and 
is likely to be Illade, if things continue in the fanle 
hands) of the trufi of the federal po\vers of this 
country. 
It was the \viíh of almof1 every Englií1ullan, that 
the l\iaratta peace might lead to a general one; 
becaufe the l\laratta W1r was only a part of a 
gcneral confederacy fanned againf1 us on account 
of the univerfcll abhorrence of our conduå \vhich 
prevailed in every. flate and almofi in every houfe 
in India. IVlr. Hafiings \vas obliged to pretend 
fome fort of acquiefcence in this general and ra- 
tional defire. He therefore confented, in order to 
fatisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, that 
an article íhould be inferted to admit Hyder Ali 
to accedc to the pacification. But obferve, Sir, 
the fpirit of this man (which if it \vere not 111ade 
manifefi by a thouL'lnd things, and particularly 
by hi3 proccedings 'with regard to lord IVlacartney) 
"Tould be fufliciently manifefi by this-What fort 
of article think you does he require this eff
ntial 
head of a folemn treaty of general pacification to 
be? In his infi:rué1:ion to 1\lr. Anderfon, he de.. 
fires hiln to admit" a vague article" ih favour of 
Hyder. Evafion and fraud were the declared bafis 
of 
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of the treaty. Thefe vague articles, intended for 
a more vague performance, are the things which 
have damned our reputation in India. 
Hardly was this vague article inferted, than, 
without \vaiting for anyaa on the part of Hyder, 
lYlr. Hafiings enters into a negotiation with the 
Maratta chief, Scindia, for a partition of the ter- 
ritories of the prince who \V
 s one of the objecrs 
to be fecured by the treaty. He \vas to be par- 
cclled out in three parts-one to Scindia; one to 
the peiill\va of thc l\Iarattas; and the third to the 
I
afi India cOinpany, or to (the old dealer and 
chapillan) 1Ylahomet Ali. 
During the formation of this projeB:, Hyder 
dies; and before his fon could take anyone fiep, 
cither to conform to the tenour of the article, or 
to contravenc it, the treaty of pJ.rtition is renewed 
on the old footing, and an infiruaion is fent to 
IVlr. Anderfon to conclude it in [onll. 
A circulnfiance intcrvened, during the [en- 
dency of this negotiation, to fct off the good faith 
of the company v:ith an additional brilliancy, and 
to nuke it fparkle and glo\v \vith a variety of 
fplendid faces. General Matthe\vs had reduced 
that mofi valuable part of I-Iyder's dominions caned 
the Country of Biddenore. When the ne\vs rcached 
Mr. Hafiings he infiruéted Mr. Andcrfon to con- 
tend for an alteration in the treaty of partition, 
and to take the Biddenore country out of the C0I11- 
Inon 
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man flock which was to be divided, and to kèep 
it for the company. 
The firfi ground for this variation was its being 
a feparate conquefi made before the treaty had ac... 
tually taken place. IIere 'was a ne,v proof given 
of the fairnefs, equity, and moderation of the 
company. But the fecond of Mr. flafiings's rea. 
fons for retaining the Biddenore as a feparate pOl'. 
tion, and his conduét on that fecond ground, is 
fiill more reillarkable. He aiTerted that that coun. 
try could not be put into the partition flock, be. 
caufe general IVlatthe\vs had received it on the 
terms of fame convention, \\'hich 111ight be incom.. 
patible \vith the partition propofed. This was a 
reafon in itfelf both honourable and folid; and it 
:Chewed a regard to faith fome\vhere, and 'with 
forne perfons. But in order to demonfirate his 
utter contempt of the plighted faith \vhich was 
alleged on one part as a reafon for departing froln 
it on another, and to prove his impetuous defirc 
for fowing a ne\v ,val', even in the prepared foil 
of a general pacification, he dircB:s .l\lr. Anderfon, 
if he fhould find firong difficulties impeding the 
partition, on the fcore of the fubtracrion of Bid. 
denore, \vholly to abandon that chim, and to con.. 
cludc the treJ.ty on the original terms. General 
rvlatthews's convention ,vas jufi brought forward 
fufliciently to demonfirate to the Marattas the Hip- 
pery hold which they had on their new confede.. 
rate; 
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fiantly abandoned, the people of India were taught
 
that no terms on which they can furrender to the 
company are to be regarded when farther con- 
quefis are in view. 
Next, Sir, let me bring before you the pious 
care that was taken of our allies under that treaty 
which is the fubjeét of the company's applaufes. 
Thefe allies were Ragonaut Ro\v, for whom we 
11ad engaged to find a throne; the Guickwar , (one 
of the Guzerat princes) who was to be emanci- 
pated from the Maratta authority, and to gro\v 
great by feveral acceffions of dominion; and lafily, 
the rana of Gohud, with whom we had entered 
into a treaty of partition for eleven flXteenths of 
()Ur joint conquefis. Some of thefe inefiimable fe- 
curities, called vague articles, were inferted in fa- 
vour of them all. 
As to the firfi, the unhappy abdicated peiíhwa, 
and pretender to the Maratta throne, Ragonaut 
n.OW was dehvered up to his people, with an ar- 
ticle for fafety,\and fome provifion. This man, 
knowing ho\v lit\te vague the hatred of his coun- 
trymen was towafl
s him, and well apprifed of 
\vhat black crÍ111es hi
 flood accufed (among\vhich 
our invafion of his c6,lntry would not appear the 
leafi) took a mortal alarm at the fecurity we had 
provided for him. He ,vas thunderfiruck at the 
article in his favour, by which he was furrendered 
VOL. IV. D to 
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to his enemies. He never had the leai1: notice of 
the treaty; and it ,vas apprehcnded that he would 
fly to the proteétion of Hyder Ali, or fOlne other:l 
difpofed or able to proteét him. - He was therefore 
not left without comfort; for l\Ir. Anderfon did 
hÏ1n the favour to fend a ípecial meffenger, defir- 
ing hiIn to be of good cheer and to fear nothing. 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our requeft, fent 
him a meffage equally \vell calculated to quiet his 
apprehenfions. 
By the fame treaty the Guick,var ,vas to come 
again, with no better fecurity, unde!" the domi. 
nion of the Maratta flate. As to the rana of Go- 
hud, a long negotiation depended for giving hint 
up. At firfi this was refufed by lV!r. Haftings ,vith 
great indignation; at another fiage it was admit- 
ted as proper, becaufe he had íhe\\7n himfelf a moil: 
perfidious perf on. But at length a method of 
reconciling thefe extremes was found out, by con- 
triving one of the ufual articles in his favour. 
'\Vhat I believe \vill appear beyond all belief, Mr. 
Anderfon exchanged the final ratifications of that 
treaty by which the rana was nOlllinally fecured in 
his poITeffions, in the camp of the Maratta chief, 
Scindia, \vhilfi he was ( really, and not n0111inally) 
battering the caftle of Gualior, ,,,'hich we had 
given., agreeably to treaty, to this deluded ally. 
Scindia had already reduced the town; and was 
at the very time, by various detachments, reduc. 
ing, 
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ing, one after another, the fortreffes of our pro.. 
teéted ally, as well as in the aét of chafiifing all the 
rajahs who had affified colonel Carnac in his inva.. 
non. I have feen in a letter from Calcutta, that 
the rana of Gohud'i agent \vould have reprefented 
thefe hofiilities (\vhich went hand in hand \vith the 
protecring treaty) to Mr. Rafiings; but he \vas 
not admitted to his prefence. 
In this manner the company has aéted with their 
allies in the lYIaratta ,var. But they did not refi 
here: the l\iarattas \vere fearful left the perfons 
delivered to them by that treaty fhould atteillpt to 
efcape into the Britiíh territories, and thus might 
elude the punifhment intended for them, and by 
rcclaÍ1ning the treaty, might flif." up ne\v difiurb- 
ances. To prevent this, they defired an article to 
be inferted in the fupplemental treaty, to which 
they had the ready confent of Mr. Rafiings, and 
the refi of the company's reprefentatives in Ben- 
gal. It was this, "That the Engliíh and Maratta 
" governments mutually agree not to afford re- 
"fuge to any chiefs, merchants, or other perfons, 
" flying for protecrion to the territories of the 

, other." This \vasrcadilyafTented to, and aírentcd 
to without any exception \vhatever, in favour of 
our furrcndcred allies. On their part a reciprocity 
\vas fiipulated \vhich ,vas not unnatural for a go- 
vcrnlnent like the company's to afk.; a govern- 
Inent con[cious that many fubjcéts had been, and 
D 2 \vould 
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would in future be, driven to fly from its jurit: 
diéHon. 
To complete the fyfiem of pacifick intention and 
publick faith, which predominate in thefe treaties, 
Mr. Rafiings fairly refolved to put aU peace, ex- 
cept on the terms of abfolute conqueft, ,vholly out 
of his own power. For, by an article in this fe- 
cond treaty with Scindia, he binds the company 
not to make any peace with Tippoo Saheb, \vith- 
out the confent of the peHlnva of the Marattas; 
and binds Scindia to him by a reciprocal engage- 
ment. The treaty between France and England 
obliges us mutually to ,vithdraw' our forces, if our 
all
es in India do not accede to the peace within 
four months; Mr. Railings's treaty obliges us to 
continue the \\?ar as long as the pei{l1\\?a thinks fit. 
'Ve are no'v in that happy fituation, that the breach 
of the treaty \vith France, or the violation of that 
\vith the Marattas, is inevitable; and ,ve have only 
to take our choice. 
lVIy third aiTertion,-relative to the abufe made 
of the right of \var and peace is, that there are 
none who have ever confided in us who have not 
been utterly ruined. The examples I have given 
of Ragonaut Ro,v, of Guick\var, of the rana of 
Gohud, are recent. There is proof more than 
enough in the condition of the 1110gul; in the 
flavery and indigence of the nabob of Dude; the 
exile of the rajah of Benares; the beggary of the 
nabob 
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nabob of Bengal; the undone and captive condi- 
tion of the rajah and kingdom of Tanjour; the 
defiruétion of the polygars; and lafily, in the de.. 
firuéHon of the nabob of Arcot himfelf, who, 
when his dominions were invaded, was found en.. 
tirely defiitute of troops, provifions, flores, and 
(as he afferts) of money, being a million in debt to 
the company, and four millions to others: the 
many millions which he had extorted from fo 
many extirpated princes and their defolated coun- 
tries having (as he has frequently hinted) been ex- 
pended for the ground rent of his manfion-houfe 
in an alley in the fuburbs of Madras. Compare 
the condition of all thefe princes with the power 
and authority of an the Maratta fiates; with the 
independence and dignity of the Soubah of the 
Decan; and the mighty flrength, the refources, 
and the manly firuggle of Hyder Ali; and then 
the houfc ,vill difcover the effeéts on every power 
in India, of an eafy confidence, or of a rooted dif.. 
trufi in the faith of the company. 
Thefe are fome of IllY reafons, grounded on the 
abufc of the external political trufi of that body, 
for thinking myfelf not only jufiified, but bound, 
to declare againfi thofe chartered rights which pro- 
Juce fo many wrongs. I fhould deem Inyfelf the 
\vickedefi of men, if any vote of mine could con- 
tribute to the continuance of fo great an evil. 
N O\V, Sir, according to the plan I propofed, I 
D 3 lliall 
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{hall take notice of the company's internal govern- 
ment, as it is exercifed firfi: on the dependent pro- 
vinces, and then as it affeB:s thofe under the direå. 
and immediate authority of that body. And here, 
Sir, before I enter into the fpirit of their interiour 
governlnent, pern1it me to obferve to you, upon 
a few of the many lines of difference \vhich are to 
be found between the vices of the company's go- 
vernment, and thofe of the conquerors "rho pre- 
ceded us in India; that we may be enabled a little 
the better to fee our way in an attempt to the ne.. 
ceffary reformation. 
The feveral irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and 
Perfians, into India \vere, for the greater part, fe.. 
rocious, bloody, and \\Tafieful in the extreme: 
our entrance into the dominion of that country, 
was, as generally, with fmall comparative effufion 
of blood; being introduced by various frauds and 
delufions, and by takingadvantage of the incurable, 
blind, and fenfelefs animofity, ,vl1ich the fcveral 
country powers bear towards each other, rather 
than byopen force. But the difference in favour of 
the firfi conquerors is this; the Afiatick conquerors 
very foon abated of their ferocity, becaufe they 
made the conquered country their o\vn. They 
rofe or fell with the rife or fall of the territory 
they lived in. Fathers there depofited the hopes 
of their pofierity; and children there beheld the 
monuments of their fathers. Here their lot was 
finaltr 
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:finally caft; and it is the natural willi of aU, that 
their lot íhould not be caft in a bad land. Poverty, 
fierility, and defolation, are not a recreating prof- 
pea to the eye of man; and there are very few 
who can bear to grow old among the curfes of a 
,vhole people. If their paffion or their avarice 
drove the Tartar lords to aas of rapacity or ty- 
ranny, there was time enough, even in the fhort 
life of man, to bring rou
d the ill cffeéts of an 
abufe of power upon the power itfelf. If hoards 
\vcre made by violence and tyranny, they \vere 
fiill dOlnefiick hoards; and domeftick profufion, 
or the rapine of a more po\verful and prodigal 
hand, refiored them to the people. "\Vith many 
difordcrs, and \vith few political checks upon 
power, nature had ilill fair play; the fources of 
acquifition 'were not dried up; and therefore the 
trade, the manufacrures, and the commerce of the 
country flouriíhcd. Even avarice and ufury itfe1f 
operated, both for the prefervation and the em- 
ployment of national ,vealth. The hufbandman 
and manufaéturer paid heavy interefi, but then 
they augmented the fund from ,vhence they were 
again to borrow. Their refources \.vere dearly 
bought, but they were fure; and the general fiock 
of the community gre\v by the general effort. 
But under the Englifh government all this order 
is reverfed. The Tartar inv.lfion ,vas mifchievous; 
bnt it is our proteaion that defiroys India. It 
P 4 \Vas 
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was their enmity, but it is our friendíhip. Our 
conquefl there, after twenty years, is as crude as 
it was the firft day. The natives fcarcely know 
what it is to fee the grey head of an Engliflunan. 
Young men (boys almoft) govern there, without 
fodety, and without fympathy with the natives. 
They have no more fodal habits with the people, 
than if they flill refided in England; nor indeed 
any fpedes of intercourfe but that which is neccf- 
fary to making a fudden fortune, with a view to 
a remote fettlement. Animated with all the ava. 
rice of age, and all the impetuofity of youth, they 
roll in one after another; \vave after wave; and 
there is nothing before the eyes of the natives but 
anendlefs, hope1efs profpeB: of new flights of birds 
of prey and paffage, ,vith appetites continually 
renewing for a food that is continually wafii'ng. 
Every rupee of profit made by an Englifhman is 
loft for ever to India. With us are no retributory 
fuperflitions, by which a foundation of charity 
compenfates, through ages, to the poor, for the 
rapine and injuftice of a day. With us no pride 
creås ftately monuments which repair the mif- 
chiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn 
a country out of its own fpoils. England has 
ereB:ed no churches, no hofpitals,:I: no palaces, no 
fchools; England has built no bridges, made no 
· The paltry foundation at Calcutta is scarcely worth nam.. 
ing as an exception. 


high 
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high roads, cut no navigations, dug out no refer- 
voirs. Every other conqueror of every other de- 
fcription has left fame monument, either of fiate 
or beneficence, behind him. Were "pe to be 
driven out of India this day, nothing would re- 
main, to tell that it had been poffeffed, during the 
inglorious period of our dominion, by any thing 
better than the ouran-outang or the tiger. 
There is nothing in the boys we Ifend to India 
"rorfe, than in the boys WhOlll we are whipping at 
fchool, or that we fee trailing a pike, or bending 
over a deík at home. But as Engliíh youth in 
India drink the intoxicating draught of authority 
and dOillinion bcfore their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full gro\vn in fortune long be- 
fore they are ripe in principle, neither naturc nor 
reafon have any opportunity to exert themfe1ves 
for remedy of the exceffes of their premature 
power. The confequences of their conduéì:, which 
in good minds, (and many of theirs are probably 
fuch) might produce penitence or al11endment, are 
unable to purfue the rapidity of their flight. Their 
prey is lodged in England; and the cries of India 
are given to fcas and ,vinds, to be blown about, 
in cvery brcaking up of the lllonfoon, over a re- 
mote and unhearing ocean. In India all the vices 
operate by which fudden fortune is acquired; in 
England arc often difplayed by the fame perfons, 
the virtues ,vhich difpenfc hereditary \vcalth. Ar- 
rived 


,t 
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rived in England, the deftroyers of the nobility 
and gentry of a whole kingdom will find the beft 
cOlllpany in this nation, at a board of elegance and 
hofpitality. Here the manufaéturer and hulliand- 
man \vill blefs the juft and punétual hand that in 
India has torn the cloth froln the 100111, or wrefied 
the fcanty portion of rice and fait from the peafant 
of Bengal, or wrung from him the very opium in 
which he forgot his oppreffions and his oppreffor. 
They marry into your families; they enter into 
your fenate; they eafe your efiates by loans; they 
raife their value by demand; they chcriíh and 
proteét your relations which lie heavy on your pa.. 
tronage; and there is fcarcely an houfe in the 
kingdom 
hat does not feel fome concern and in- 
terefi that makes all rcfonn of our caficrn govern- 
l11ent appear officious and difgufiing; and on the 
whole, a moft difcouraging attempt. In fuch an at- 
telnpt you hurt thofe who are able to return kind- 
nefs, or to refent injury. If you fucceed, you 
fave thofe who cannot fo much as give you thanks. 
All thefe things {hew the difficulty of the work 
\ve have on hand: but they fhew its neceffity too. 
Our Indian government- is in its befi flate a griev- 
ance. It is neceffary that the correétives íhould 
be uncommonly vigorous; and the work of Inen, 
fanguine, wanll, and even ilnpaffioned in the 
caufe. But it is an arduous thing to plead againfi 
abufes of a po\ver \vruch originates from your o\vn 
country, 
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ountry, and affeéts thofe whom \"\"c are ufed to 
confider as flrangers. 
I {hall certainly endeavour to modulate myfelf 
to this temper; though I am fenÍÌble that a cold 
fiyle of defcribing aaions which appear to me in 
a very affeéting light, is equally contrary to the 
jufiice due to the people, and to all genuine hu- 
man feelings about them. I afk pardon of truth 
and nature for this compliance. But I {hall be 
very fparing of epithets either to perfons or things. 
It has been faid (and, ,vith regard to one of them, 
with truth) that Tacitus and Machiavel, by their 
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have in 
forne fort appeared not to difapprove them; that 
they feem a fort of profe{fors of the art of ty- 
ranny, and that they corrupt the minds of their 
readers, by not expreffing the detd1:ation and hor- 
}'ourthat naturally belong to horribleand detefiablc 
proceedings. But \Vc are in general, Sir, fo littlc 
d.cquainted ,vith Indian details; the infirunlent
 
of oppreflìon under which the people fuffer are fo 
hard to be underfiood; and even the very names 
of the fufferers are fo uncouth and firange to our 
ears, that it is very difficult for our fympathy to 
fIX upon t]lefe objeéts. I am fure that fOffif. of us 
have come do\\
n fiairs from the cOlllmittee-room; 
with impreffions on our minds, which to us were 
the inevitable refults of our difcoveries, yet if ,ve 
fuould venture to exprefs ourfclves, in the proper 
language 
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language of our fentÏ1nents, to other gentlemen
 
not at all prepared to enter into the caufe of them, 
nothing could appear more hadh and diifonant, 
more violent and unaccountable, than our lan- 
guage and behaviour. All thefe circumftances are 
not, I confefs, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at all. But there we 
are; there we are placed by the Sovereign Dif- 
pofer; and \ve muft do the beft we can in our 
fituation. I"he fituation of l11an is the preceptor 
of his duty. 
Upon the plan which I laid dov,.n, and to which 
I beg leave to return, I \vas confidering the con- 
duB: of the company to thofe nations '\vhich are 
indireåly fubjeB: to their authority. The moil: 
confiderable of the dependent princes is the nabob 
of Gude. *My right honourable friend, to WhOlU 
we o\ve the remedial bills on your table, has al- 
ready pointed out to you, in one of the reports, 
the condition of that prince, and as it flood in 
the time he alluded to. I {hall only add a few 
cÏrcun1ftances that may tend to awaken fome fenfe 
of the manner in which the condition of the people 
is affeåed by that of the prince, and involved in 
it; and to {hew you, that '\vhen we talk of the 
fufferings of princes, we do not lament the op.. 
preffion of individuals; and that in thefe cafes the 
high and the low fuffer together. 
.. Mr. Fox. 


In 
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In the year 1779, the nabob of Gude reprefent- 
cd, through the Britifu refident at his court, that 
the number of company's troops flationed in his 
dominions was a 111ain caufe of his difirefs; and 
that all thofe which he was not bound by treaty 
to maintain fhould be \vithdra\vn, as they had 
greatly diminHhed his revenue, and impoverHhed 
his country. I will read you, if you pleafe, a few 
extraås from thefe reprefentations. 
He flates, "that the country and cultivation 
e;, are abandoned; and this year in particular, 
c, from the exceffive drought of the feafon, deduc.. 
e;, tions of many lacks having been allowed to the 
c, farmers, 'v ho are ftillieft unfatisfied;" and then 
he proceeds with a long detail of his o\vn diflre['), 
and that of his family, and all his dependants; 
and adds, "that the nev.T-raifed brigade is not 
"only quite ufelefs to my government, but is 
6' moreover the caufe of much lofs, both in re\"e- 
" nues and cufioms. The detached body of troops 
" under European officers bring nothing hut con- 
"fiýìon to the affairs of my government, and are ell- 

, tirely their own 11laflers." 1\lr. Middleton, 1\'Ir. 
Railings's confidential refident, vouches for the 
truth of this rcprefentation in its fullefi: extent. 
" I am concerned to confcf", that there is too good 
e;, ground for this plea. 'The misfortune has been 
e;, general throughout the whole oj the vizier's [dIe 
"nabob of Oude] dominions, obyious to ever}' 
" bod\ . 
. 7 
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" body; and fo fatal have been its confequences-, 
" that no perf on of either credit or characrer, 
" \vould enter into engageillents with government 
" for farming the country." He then proceeds 
to give flrong infiances of the general calamity, 
and its cffeB::s. 
It was no\v to be feen what fieps the governor- 
gencral and council took for the relief of this dif:. 
treffed country, long labouring under the vexa- 
tions of men, and no\v flricken by the hand of 
God. The cafe of a gcneral famine is known to 
relax the fcveri ty even of the moil: rigorous go- 
vernmcnt.-Mr. Hailings does not deny, or fhe\v 
the leaft doubt of thc faa. The reprefentation is 
humble, and ahnofi abjeét. On this reprefenta- 
tion frOITI a great prince of the difirefs of his fub- 
Jecrs, Mr. Haftings falls into a violent paffion; fuch 
(as it feems) \vould be unjuilifiablc in anyone who 
fpeaks of any part of his conduél:. He declares., , 

, that the demands, the tone in which they were 
"afferted, and the feafon in which they were 
" made, are all equallyalarn1ing, and appear to 
" him to require an adequate degree of firmnefs 
" in this board, in oppofition to them." He pro- 
ceeds to deal out very unreferved language, on 
the perfon and charaél:er of the nabob and his mi- 
nifiers. lie declares, that in a divifion between 
him and the nabob, "the flrongefl mzýt decide." 
With regard to the urgent and infiant neceffity, 
from 
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from the failure of the crops, he fays, "that per- 
H haps expedients may be found fGf affording a 
'of; gradual relief from the burthen of \vhich he fo 
" heavily complains, and it fhall be my cndeavour 
" to feek them out:" and left he fhould be fuf- 
peéted of too much hafie to alleviate fufferings, 
and to remove violence, he fays, "that thefe muft 
" be gradually applied, and their complete dfeél 
" may be dtfiant; and this I conceive is all he can 
" claim of right." 
This complete effeét of his lenity is difiant in- 
deed. RejeB:ing this demand, (as he calls the na- 
bob's abjecr fupplication) he attributes it, as he 
ufually does all things of the kind, to the divifion 
in their government; and fays, "this is a power- 
" ful motive \\ ith me (however inclined I might 
" be, upon any other o[[qjìon, to yield to fome part 
" of his demand) to give them an abfllute and un- 
" conditional refuJal upon the prefent; and even to 
" bring to punifhment, if my influence can produce that 
" eJfèc7, thojè incendiaries 'who have endeavoured to 

, make themftlves the injlruJ1lents of div!fion between 
" us." 


Here, Sir, is much heat and paffion; but no 
more confideration of the difirefs of the country, 
from a failure of the means of fubfiflence, and (if 
poffible) the \vorfe evil of an ufe1e(" and licentious 
foldiery, than if they "
cre the mofi contemptible 
of aU trifles. A letter is written in confequence, 
In 
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in fuch a fiyle of lofty defpotifm, as I believe has 
hitherto been unexampled and unheard-of in the 
records of the Eafi. The troops were continued. 
The gradual relief, whofe effeél: 'was to be fo dY: 
tant, has never been fubfiantially and beneficially 
applied-and the country is ruined. 
Mr. Haflings, two years after, when it ,vas too 
late, fa\v the abfolute necefiityof a removal of 
the intolerable grievance of this licentious foldiery, 
\vhich, under pretence of defending it, held the 
country under military execution. A new treaty 
and arrangeillent, according to the pleafure of 
Mr. Raflings, took place; and this new treaty was 
broken in the old manner, in every effential ar.. 
ticle. The foldiery were again fent, and again fet 
loofe. The effeél: of all his manæu vres, from 
which it feems he \vas fanguine enough to enter.. 
tain hopes, upon the flate of the country, he him- 
felf informs us, "the event has proved the reverfe 
" of his hopes, and accumulation of dfflrefs, debafe.. 
" mcnt, and dijfàtisfaElion to the nabob, and dY: 
" appointment and difgrace to me.-Every meafure 
" [\V hich he had himfelf propofedJ has been fa 
" conduélcd as to give him caufe of difpleafure; 
" there are no officers efiabliíhed by which his af- 
" fairs could be regularly conduét.ed; mean, in.. 
" capable, and indigent men have been appointed. 
" A number of the difiriB:s \vithout authority, 
., and \vithout the means of perfonal proteétion ; 
" fome 
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cc fome of them have been murdered by the ze.. 
"mindars, and thofe zemindars, infiead of pu- 
"nifhment, have been permitted to retain their 
"zemindaries, with independent authority; all 
" the other zemindars fuffered to rife up in rebel- 
" lion, and to infult the authority of the flrcar, 

, without any attempt made to fuppre[') them; 
" and the conlpany's debt, infiead of being dif.. 
" charged by the affignments and extraordinary 
" fources of money provided for that purpoft, is 
" likely to exceed even the amount at which it flood at 
" the time in 'which the arrangement with his excellency 
" was concluded." The houfe ,,"in f1nile at the re- 
fimrce on \vhich the Jiredors take credit as fuch 
a certainty in their curious account. 
This is Mr. I-Iaftings's own narrative of the ef- 
feas of his own fdtlement. This is the fiatc of 
the country \vhich we have been told is in perfca 
peace and order; and, what is curious, he informs 
Uf" that every part of this was foretold to him in the 
order and manner in which it happened, at the very 
time he made his arrangement of men and n1ea- 
fures. 
The invariable courfe of the compan)T's policy 
is this: Either they fct up [orne prince too odious 
to maintain himfdf \\Tithout the necefiìty of their 
affifiance; or they foon render hitn odious, by 
making hiIll the infirument of their governme.nt. 
In that cafe troops are bountifully rent to hin1 to 
V 01.. IV. E maintain 
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l11aintain his authority. That he íhould have no 
\vant of aflifiance, a civil gentlenlan, called a refi- 
dent, is kept at his court, who, under pretence 
of providing duly for the pay of thefe troops, gets 
aflignnlents on the revenue into his hands. Under 
his provident luanagenlent, debts foon accumu- 
late; n
\v affignnlents are Inade for thefe debts; 
until, fiep by flep, the whole revenue, and with it 
the whole power of the country, is delivered into 
his hands. The n1ilitary do not behold without 
a virtuous emulation the lTIoderate gains of the 
civil department. They feel that, in a country 
driven to habitual rebellion by the civil govern- 
ment, the military is neceffary; and they "Till not 
pern1Ít their 
ervices to go unre\varded. TraB:s of 
country are delivered over to their difcretion. 
Thcn it is found proper to convert thcir COlTIllland- 
ing officers into farnlers of revenue. Thus bet,veen 
the ,veIl IMid civil, and well-re\varded military 
cfiablifhnlcnt, the fituation of the natives may be 
cafily conjcåurcd. The authority of the regular 
and b:wful govenul1ent is every "'There and in 
every point extinguifhed. Diforders and violences 
arifc; they are repreffed by other diforders and 
other violences. \Vherever the colleétors of the 
revenue, and the farming colonels and majors 
1110Ve, ruin is about them, rebellion before and 
behind theln. The people in cro,vds fly out of the 
country; and the frontier is guarded by lincs of 
troops, 
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troops, not to exclude an enemy, but to prevent 
the efcape of the inhabitants. 
By thefe l11eans, in the courfe of not more than 
four or five years, this once opulent and Houriíh. 
ing country, which, by the accounts given in the 
Bengal confultations, yielded lllote than three 
crore of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millions 
fterling annually, is reduced, as far as [ can dif. 
cover, in a matter purpofely involved in the ut. 
moO: perplexity, to lefs than one million three 
hundred thou[1.nd pounds, and that exaåed by" 
every Inode of rigour that c
n be devifed. To 
complete the bufinefs, moft of the '\\Tetched reIn- 
nants of this revenue are mortgaged, and deliver- 
ed into the hands of the ufurers at Benares (for 
there alone arc to be found faIlle lingcring remains 
of the ancient '\vealth of thefe regions) at an in- 
terefi of near thirty per alii. pfr an/lum. 
The revenues in this manner failing, they 
fdzcd upon the eO:ates of every perfon of en1i. 
nenee in the country, and under the name of re. 
jumption, confif,ated their property. I '\villi, 
 i r, 
to be underfiood univer[tlIy and literally, '\vhen I 
afTert, that there is not left one man of propert} 
and fubfiance for his rank, in the \vhole of thef
 
provinces, in provinces \" hieh arc ne:lrlý the ex- 
tent of England and \Va1cs taken together. Not 
One landholder, not one bJnker,.not one mer. 
chaIlt, Ìlot one even of thofe who ufually perï.íh 
E 2 laft, 
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laft, the ultimzl11z 11loriens in a ruined flate, not one 
farmer of revenue. 
One country for a \\thile remained, which flood 
as an iiland in the n1Ïdfl of the grand \vafle of the 
company's don1inion. My right honourable friend, 
in his adn1Ïrable fpeech on moving the bill, juft 
touched the fituation, the- offences, and the pu- 
niflullent of a native prince, called }'izulla Khân. 
This man, by po1icy and force, had proteåcd hin1- 
felf fronI the general extirpation of the Rohilla 
chiefs. He was fccurcd (if that \vere any fecurity) 
by a treaty. It was flated to you, as it ,,"as flated 
by the enen1ies of that unfortunate man-" that 
" the whole of his country is \vhat the \vhole 
" country of the Rohillas was, cultivated like a 
u garde:n, \\Tithout one negleB:ed fpot in Ït."- 
Another accufer fays, "Fyzoolah Khan, though 
" a bad foldier, [that is the true fource of his mis- 
" fortune] has approved himfelf a good aumil ; 
"having, it is fuppofed, in the courfe of a few 
" years, at leafl doubled the population and revenue 
" of his country."-In another part Qf the corre- 
fpondence he is charged ,,"ith l11aking his country 
an afylum for the oppreffed peafants, 'who fly fron1 
the territorie5 of Oude. The Í111provcment of his 
revenue, arifing from this fingle crÍ111e, (which 
Mr. Haflings confiders as tantan10unt to treafon) 
i.. Hated at an hundreò and fifty thouLlnd pounds 

 ) C.lr. 
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Dr. S\\
ift [ome'where fays, that he \vho could 
make two blades of grafs grow where but one 
grew before, \vas a greater benefacror to the hu- 
man race than all the politicians that ever exified. 
This prince, \\/ho would have been deified by an- 
tiquity, who would have been ranked 'with Ofiris, 
and Bacchus, and Ceres, and the di,
inities moil 
propitious to 111en, was, for thofe very merits, by 
name attacked by the company's government, as 
a cheat, a robber, a traitor. In the tune breath 
in which he was accufcd as a rebel, he was ordered 
at once to furniíh 5,000 horfe. On delay, or (ac- 
cording to the technical phrafe, ,,,hen any remon- 
firance is made to them) " on evl!fioll," he was d
- 
clued a violator of treaties, and every thing he had 
,vas to be taken from him.-Not one word, how- 
ever, of hor[c in this treaty. 
The tcrritory of this Fizulla Khân, Mr. Speaker, 
is lefs than the county of Norfolk. It is an inland 
country, full feven hundred miles from any fca- 
port, and not difiinguiíhed for anyone confide- 
rable branch of lnanufacrure whatfoever. From 
this territory feveral very confiderable fums had 
at fcveral tilnes been paid to the Britiíh refident. 
The demand of cavalry, \\'ithout a fhadow or de- 
ccnt pretext of right, amounted to three hundr
d 
thoufJ.nd a year more, at the loweil computation; 
and it is fiated, by the Iaft perfon fent to negotiJte, 
as a dClnand of little ufe, if it could be cOlnplicd 
E 3 with; 
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with; but that the compli.lnce \vas il 1 1poffiblc, as it 
amounted to more than his territories could fup- 
ply, if there had been no other delnand upon hiIll 
-three hundred thouÍ<lnd pounds a year from an 
inland country not fo large as Norfolk! 
The thing 1110fi extraordinary ,vas to hear the 
culprit defend hirnfelf froill the imputation of his 
virtues, as if they had been the blackefi offences. 
He extenuated the fuperiour cultivation of his 
country. He denied its population. He endea- 
voured to prove that he had often fent back the 
poor peafant that fought fhelter with hiul.-1 can 
nlake no obfervation on this. 
After a variety of extortions and vexations, too 
fatiguing to you, too difgufiing to me, to go 
through \\.ith, they found "that they ought to 
" be in a better flate to "Tarrant forcible means;" 
they therefore contented themfelves with a grofs 
fun1 of 150,000 pounds for their prcfcnt denland. 
They offered him indeed an indemnity from their 
exaétiolls in future for three hundred thoufand 
pounJs more. But he refufcd to buy t11eir fecu- 
rities; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty: 
but if the plea were not founded, in my opinion 
very "rifely; not choofing to deal any more in 
that dangerous cOl11ITIodity of the company's faith; 
2nd thinking it better to oppofe difirefs and un- 
armed obfiinacy to uncoloured exaaion, than to 
fubjeét himfelf to be confid.cred as a cheat, if he 
fhould 
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íhould make a treaty in the lean benelicial to him- 
felf. 
Thus they executed an exenlplary punifhn1ent 
on Fizulla Khân for the culture of his country. 
But, confcious that the prevcntion of evils is the 
great objeå of all good regulation, they deprived 
him of the means of increafing that crÏ111inal culti.. 
vation in future, by exhaufiing llis coffers; and, 
that the population of his country íhould no 111 ore 
be a fianding reproach and libel on the company's 
government, they bound him, by a pofitive engage- 
ment, not to afford any íhelter \vhatfoever to the 
farnlers and labourers \vho íhould feek refuge in 
his territories, from the exaåions of the Britifh re- 
fidents in Dude. \Vhen they had done aU this ef- 
feétually, they gave him a full and complete ac- 
quittance from all charges of rebdlion, or of any 
intention to rebel, or of his having originally had 
any interefi in, or any means of rebel1ion. 
Thefe intended rebellions are one of the COIn- 
pany's fianding refources. 'Vhen n10ney has been 
thought to be heaped up any \\"here, its O'wners 
are univer[al1y accufed of rebellion, un til they are 
J.cquittcd of their Inoney and their trcafons at 
once. The Inoney once taken, aU accu[ation, trial, 
and puniflunent ends. It is fa fettled a rcfourcc; 
that I rather ,yonder ho\v it COines to be oinitted 
in the dircél:ors account; but I take it for granted 
this omiilion will be fupplied in thcir next edition. 
E 4 The 
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The company ilrctched this rcfource to the full 
extent, ,vh
n they accufed two old W0111en, in the 
remoteft corner of India (who could have no pof- 
fible vie\v or 1110tive to rJ.iiè difiurbances) of being 
engaged in rebellion, with an intent to drive out 
the Eng1ifh nation, in whofe proteåion, purchafed 
by money and fecured by treaty, refted the fole 
hope of their txifience. But the compJ.ny wanted 
nloner, and the old women mr!fl be guilty of a 
plot. They wcre accufed of rebellio"n, and they 
\vere conviåed of \vealth. T"rice had great funls 
been extorted from them, and as often had the 
Britifh faith guaranteed the remainder. A body 
of Britifh troops, ,,'ith one of the rrlilitary farmers 
general at their head, was fent to feize upon the 
cafile in which thefe helplefs \vomen refided. Their 
chief eunuchs) who were their agents, their guar- 
dians, proteétors, pcrfons of high rank according 
to the Eafiern manners, and of great trufi, ,\'ere 
thro\vn into dungeons) to Inakc them difcover 
their hidden treafures; and there they lie at pre- 
fent. The lands aflìóned for the Inaintenance of 
the W0111en \\'cre feizcd and confifcated. Their 
jewels and efIèds were taken, and fet up to a pre- 
tended auaion in an obfcure place, and bought at 
fuch a price as thc gEntlcn1en thought proper to 
give. No account has ever been tranfmitted of 
the articles or produce of this fale. vVhat money 

 as obtained is unknown, or what terms "'ere 
fiipulated 
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fiipuhted for the maintenance of there defpoiled 
ap.J forlorn creatures; for by fome particulars it 
appcars as if an engagelnent of the kind was 
made. 
Let me here remark, once for all, that though 
thc aå of 1773 requires that an account of all pro
 
eeedings fhould be diligently tranfmitted, that this 
like all the other injunctions of the la\\T, is totally 
defpifed; and that half at leaft of the mafi impor
 
tant papers arc intentionally \\,ithhe1d. 
. I wifh you, Sir, to advcrt particularly, in this 
tranfaaion, to the quality and the nUll1bers of the 
per[ons fpoilcd, and the infirument by whom that 
fj10il \vas 111ade. Thefe ancient matrons called the 
B
gums, or Princeffes, were of the firfi birth and 
quality in India, the one mother, the other ,,,ife, 
of the late nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince 
po{fdfed of extenfive and flourifhing don1inions, 
and the fecond man in the l\10gul empire. This 
prince (fufpicious, anù not unjufily fufpicious, of 
his fon and [ucceiTor) at his death committed his 
trca[urcs and his fan1ily to the Britifh faith. That 
f.llnily and houfehold, confified of two Ihoufand 
women; to which \vere added two other feraglios 
of near kindred, and [aid to be extrelnely nume- 
rous, and (as J am well informcd) of about four- 
fcore of the nabob's children, with aU the eunuchs, 
the ancient fervants, and a multitude of the de- 
pendan ti 
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pendants of his fplendid court. Thefe were all to 
be provided, for prefent mainten
nce and future 
eilablifhment, from the lands affigned as dower, 
and from the treafures ,vhich he left to thefe ma.. 
trons, in trufi for the whole family. 
So far as to the objeél:s of the fpoil. The inflru.. 
men! chofen by Mr. Railings to defpoil the relia: 
of Sujah Dowb.h was her own Jon, the reigning 
nabob of Gude. It ,vas the pious hand of a fon 
that W'aS feleåed to tear frolll his mother and 
grandnlother the provifion of thcir age, the n1ain- 
tenance of his brethren, and of all the ancient 
houfehold of his father. [Here a laugh from fonle 
youngmcmbersJ-The laugh isfeaJonahle, and tbe 
occafion decent and proper. 
By the Iaft advices fonlething of the fun1 ex- 
torted remained unpaid. The wonlen in defpair 
refufed to deliver more, unlefs their lands are re.. 
flored, and their miniilers re1eafed from prifon: 
but Mr. Railings and his council, fiearly to their 
point, and confiftent to the Iaft in their conduå, 
write to the refident to fiimulate the fan to accom.. 
plifh the filial aB:s he had brought fo near to their 
perfeåion. " We defire," fay they in their letter 
to the refident,(written fo late as March lafi) "that 
c, you \vill inform us if any, and what means, 
" have been taken for recovering the balance due 
"from the Begum [PrincefsJ at Fizabad; and 
" that, 
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" that, if neceffilry, you recommend it to the vizier 
" to enforce the mofi ejjèllua/ means for that pur- 
" poCe." 
"\Vhat their effeåual means of enforcing de- 
mands on women of high rank and condition are, 
I íhall fhew you, Sir, in a few minutes; when I 
reprefent to you another of thefe plots and re- 
bellions, which always, in India, though fo rarely 
any where elfe, are the offspring of an eafy condi- 
tion, and hOJ.rded riches. 
Bcnares is the capital city of the Indian reli- 
gion. It is regarded as holy by a particubr and 
diftinguiíhed ['lnétity; and the Gentoos in general 
think then1fe!ves as n1uch obliged to vifit it once 
in their lives as the l\lahometans to perfOrIll their 
.pilgril11age to Mecca. By this means that city 
grew greJ.t in con1merce and opulence; and fo 
cffet1ually was it fccured by the pious veneration 
of that pcople, that in all wars and in all violences 
of po\ver, there \vas fo fure an afylum, both for 
poverty and ,vealth, (as it \vcre under a divine 
proteétion) that the ,vifefi la,vs and bcfl a1Tured 
free confiitutiol1 could not better provide for the 
relief of the one, or the fafety of the other; and 
thi::; tranquiUity influcnccd to the greatefi degree 
the profp
rity of all the country, and the territory 
of which it was the capital. 1 he interdl of money 
there ,vas not more than half the ufual rate in 
'which it flood in aU other places. The reports 
ha V,," 
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have fully informed you of the means and .of t1l(
 
terms in which this city and the territory caBed 
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under 
the fovereignty of the Eafi: India con1pany. 
If ever there was a fubordinate don1Ïnion plea- 
[ïndy cÏrcumftanced to the fuperiour power, it was 
this; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of two 
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds a year, ,vas 
p.lÏd in monthly inUahnents with the punauality 
of a dividend at the bank. If ever there was a 
prince \\'ho could not have an interefi in difiur- 
bances, it was its fovereign, the rajah Cheit Sing. 
He was in poffeffion of the capital of his religion, 
and a willing revenue was paid by the devout 
people who reforted to him from all parts. His 
fovcreignty and his independence, except his tri- 
bute, was fecured by every tie. His territory was 
not much lefs than half of Ireland, and difplayed 
in all parts a degree of cultivation, eafe, and plenty, 
under his frugal and paternal management, which 
left him nothing to defire, either for honour or 
fatisfaétion. 
This was the light in which this country ap- 
peared to almofi every eye. But Mr. Haflings be.. 
held it aíkance. Mr. Hafiings tells us that it ,vas 
reported of this Cheit Sing, that his father left him 
a million flerling, and that he made annual accef- 
fions to the hoard. Nothing could be fo obnoxious 
to indigent power. So much wealth could not be 
innocent. 
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innocent. The houfe is fully acquainted with the 
unfounded and unjufi requifitions which were 
nlade upon this prince. The queftion has been 
moft ably and conclufively cleared up in one of the 
reports of the feleå committee, and in an anf"Ter 
of the court of direétors to an extraordinary pub.. 
lication againfi thein by their fervant, 1\1:r.Hafiings. 
But I mean to pafs by thefe exaétions, as if they 
"rere perfeétly juft and regular; and, having ad- 
n1Ïtted them, I take ,vhat I !hall no,v trouble you 
with, only as it ferves to fhe\v the fpirit of the 
company's government, the l110de in which it is 
carried on, and the maxims on \\9hich it proceeds. 
l\Ir. Hafiings, from whom I take the doårine, 
endeavours to prove that Cheit Sing ,vas no fove- 
reign prince; but a Inere zemindar or common 
fubjeét, holding land by rent. If this be granted 
to him, it is next to be feen under what tefIllS he 
is of opinion fuch a landholder, thJ.t is a BritiIh 
fubjeél:, holds his life and property under the com- 
pany's government. It is proper to underfiand 

, 
v.-cll the doårines of th
 perfon \\'hofe adminifira- 
tion has lately received fuch difiinguifhed approba- 
tion from the company. l-Iis doétrine is-" that 
" the company, or the perfon delegated by it, holds 
" all abfllute authority ovcr fuch zemindars;- 
" that he [fuch a fubjeétJ owes an implicit and Un'- 
" reJerved obedience to its :luthority, at the for. 
"ftiture even of his life and properly, at the DIS- 
" cR.tTION 
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'c CRETION of thofe who held or fully reþrejenfcå 
'c the fovereign authority;-and that fbeje rights 
" are fully delegated to him Mr. Hafiings." 
Such is a Britiili governour's idea of the con- 
dition of a great zeillindar holding under a Britiíh 
authority; and this kind of authority he fuppofes 
fully delegated to him; though no fuch delegation 
appears in any cOffilnifiìon, infiruâ:ion, or aét of 
parliament. At his dijcrefion he 111ay dClnand, of 
the fubfiance of any zen1indar over and above his 
rent or tribute, even \vhat he pleafcs, ,vith a fove- 
reign authority; and if he does 
ot yield an im- 
plicit unreJerved obedience to all his cOl1llnands, he 
forfeits his lands, his life, and his property, at Mr. 
Rafiings's difcrction. But, extravagant, and cvcn 
frantick as thefe pofitions appear, they arc lcfs fo 
than what I {hall now read to you; for he affcrts, 
that if anyone íhould urge an exemption from 
more than a fiated payment, or fhould confider 
the deeds, ,vhich paffed between hÍ1n and the 
1m:lrd, " as bearing the quality and force of a treaty 
" behveen equal flates," he flYS, " that fuch an 
" opinion is itfelf criminal to the fiate of \\
hich he 
" is a fU
leå; and that he was himfclf amenable 
" to its juftice, if he gave countenance to fuch a 
'" belieJ." Here is a ne,v fpecies of crimc invented, 
that of countenancing a belief-but a belief of 
\vhat? A belief of that which the court of direc- 
tors, Haftings's mailers, and a COlTIlnittee of this 
hou[e, 
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houfe, have decided as this prince's indifputable 
right. 
But fuppofing the rajah of Benares to be a mere 
fubjea, and that fubjea a crilllinal of the higheft 
forID; let us fee \\'hat courfe was taken by an up.. 
right Engli{h magifirate. Did he cite this culprit 
before his tribunal? Did he make a charge? Did 
he produce \vitne{fes? Thefe are not fonns; they 
are parts of fubilantial and eternal jufiice. No, 
not a \vord of all this, I\lr. Railings concludes him, 
in his own mind, to be guilty; he makcs this con- 
clufion on reports, on hearfays, on appearances, 
on rurnours, on conjeétures, on prefumptions; and 
even thefe never once hinted to the party, nor 
publi\:kly to any human being, till the whole bufi.. 
nefs was done. 
But the governour tells you his motive for this 
extraordinary proceeding, fo contrary to every 
mode of jufiice to,vards either a prince or a fub- 
jea, fairly and without difguife; and he puts into 
your hands the key of his \vhole condua :-" 1 
" will fuppofe, for a moment, that I have aéted 
" with un\\'arrantable rigour towards Cheit Sing, 
" and even \\'ith injufiice.-Let my MOTIVE be 
"confultcd. I left Calcutta, hnpreffed \vith a be.. 
" licf that extraordinary means ,vere neceffary, and 
" thofe exerted \\Tith afleady hand, to prcfcrve the 
" company's inferrjls from jinking under the aCCU1JlU- 
" lated 
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" lated weight which oppr
lJèd them. I faw a political 
" 12ecqffity for curbing the overgrown power of a 
" great member of their dominion, and for nlllk- 
" ing it contribute to the relief of their prcJling exi.. 
"gencies." This is plain fpeaking; after this, it 
is no wonder that the rajah's "realth and his of.. 
fence, the neceffities of the judge, and the opulence 
of the delinquent, are never feparated, through 
the \vhole of Mr. I-Iafiings's apology. "Thc juf. 
" tice and policy of exaéting a large pecuniary mule?" 
The refolution "to draw from- his guilt the nlcans 
" of relief to the company's diflr
f!ès." I-lis detenni- 
nation " to make hin1 pay largely for his pardon, 
" or to execute a fevere vengeance for pail: delin- 
"quency." That" as his <ZJ)elllth was great, anJ 
" the company's exigencies preffing, he thought it a 
" rneafure of jufiice and policy to exaét fronl hhn 
" a large pecuniary l11Ulét for tbeir relieJ."-" The 
" furn (fays l\1r. \Vheler, bearing evidence, at his 
defire, to his intentions) "to which the governour 
" declared his refolution to extend his fine, was 
" forty or fifty lacks, that is four or five hundred 
" thol1 a71d pounds; and thí,lt if he refufed, he wa
 
" to be removed from his zemindary entirely; or 
" by taking poffeffion of his forts, to obtain, Ollt of 
" the trea/ure depqjited in them, the above fun1 for 
" the company." 
CrÏ1nes fo convenient, crin:e
. fo politick, crÍ1nes 
fo 
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fo neceLfary, crimes fo alleviating of difirefs, can 
never be ,vanting to thofe ,vho ufe no procefs, and 
,vho produce no proofs. 
But there is another ferious part (what is not 
fo?) in this affair. Let us fuppofe that the po\ver, 
for ,vhich Mr. Hafiings contends, a po,ver which 
no fovereign ever did, or ever can veil: in any of 
his fubjeéts, namely, his o,vn fovereign authority, 
to be conveyed by the aét of parliament to any man 
or body of men whatfoever; it ccrtainly was never 
given to Mr. Hafiings. The pow'ers given by the 
aét of 1773 \vere formal and official; they ,vere 
given not to the governour general, but to the 
major vote of the board, as a board, on difcuffion 
amongfi themfelves, in their publick charaéter and 
capacity; and their aéts in that characrer and ca- 
pacity \vcre to bc afcertained by records and mi- 
nutes of council. The defpotick aéts exercifed by 
Mr. IIafiings \vere done Inere1y in his private cha- 
raéter; and, if they had bcen 1110derate and jufi, 
"rould fiill be the aéts of an ufurped authority, 
and without anyone of the legal modes of pro- 
ceeding which could give him competence for the 
mofi trivial exertion of power. There ,vas no 
propofition or deliberation whatfoever in council, 
no minute on record, by circulation or othenvifc, 
to authorize his proceedings. No .delegation of 
po\ver to impofe a fine, or to take any ftep to de- 
prive the rajah of Denares of his government, his 
VOL. IV. F property, 
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property, ör his liberty. The minutes of conful. 
tation aflign to his journey a totally different ob. 
jecr, duty, and defiination. l\tlr. Whcler, at his 
defire, tells us long after, that he had a confiden- 
tial converfation with hÏ111 on various fubjecrs, of 
which this \vas the principal, in which Mr. Haft. 
ings notified to him his fecret intentions; "and 
" that he befpoke his fupport of the meafures which 
" he intended to purfue towards him (the rajah.)" 
This confidential difcourfe, and hefpeaking of fup- 
port, could give him no po\ver, in oppofition to 
an exprefs aB: of parliament, and the whole tenour 
of the orders of the court of direcrors. 
In \vhat manner the power.s thus ufurped ,vere 
employed, is kno,vn to the \vhole world. All the 
houfe knows, that the defign on the rajah proved 
as unfruitful as it was violent. The unhappy 
prince \vas expelled, and his more unhappy coun- 
try 'was enflavcd and ruined; but not a rupee ,vas 
acquired. Infiead of treafure to recruit the C0111- 
pany's finances, wafted by their wanton \\-Tars and 
corrupt jobs, they \vere plunged into a new \var 
which fhook their power in India to its founda- 
tion; and, to ufe the governor's own happy fimile, 
Inight have diírolved it like a magick firucrure, 
if the talifman had been broken. 
But the fuccefs is 110 part of my confideratio11, 
who fhould think jufi the fame of this bufinefs, if 
the fpoil of onc rajah had been fully acquired, and 
faithfully 
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faithfully applied to the defiruéHon of t\venty 
other rajahs. Not only the arreR of the rajah in 
his palace was unneceffary and unwarrantable, and 
calculated to flir up any manly blood which re- 
mained in his fubjecrs; but the defpotick fiyle, and 
the extreme infolence of language and demeanour, 
ufed to a perfon of great condition among the po- 
liteR people in the \vorld, was intolerable. No.. 
thing aggravates tyranny fo much as contumely. 
Quicquid juperbia in contume/iis was charged by a 
great man of antiquity, as a principal head of of- 
fence againfi the governour general of that day. 
The unhappy people were ftill more infulted. A 
relation, but an enemy to the falnily, a notorious 
robber and villain, called Uffaun Sing, kept as a 
hav.rk in a n1ew, to fly upon this nation, \vas fet 
up to govern there, inftead of a prince honoured 
and beloved. But \vhen the bufinefs of infult was 
:ilccomplifhed, the revenue was too ferious a con- 
cern to be entrufted to fueh hands. Another was 
fet up in his place, as guardian to an infant. 
But here, Sir, mark the effea of all thefe extra- 
ordinary means, of all this policy and jufiice. The 
revenues which had been hitherto paid with fuch 
afioniíhingpunétualÏty, fell into arrear. The new 
prince guardian was depofed ,vithout ceremony; 
and \vith as little, cafi: into prifon. The govern- 
Inent of that once happy country has been in the 
utmoft confufion ever fÌnce fueh good order \vas 
F 2 taken 
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taken about it. But, to complete the cùntu111eIy 
offered to this undone people, and to make them 
fed their fervitude in all its degradation, and an 
its bitternefs, the governillent of their facred city 
the governl11ent of that Benares which had been 
fo refpeåed by Perfian and Tartar conquerors, 
though of the Muffulman perfuafion, that, even 
in the plenitude of their pride, power and bigotry, 
no magifirate of that fea entered the place, ,vas 
no\v delivered over by Engliíh hands to a Maho- 
Inetan; and an Ali Ibrahinl Khân ,vas introduced, 
under the cOlnpany's authority, \vith po\,,"er of 
life and death, into the fanétuary of the Gentoo 
religion. 
After this, the taking off a flight payment, 
cheerfully made by pilgrims to a chief of their 
own rites, was reprefented as a ITlighty benefit. It 
reillains only to !he,v, through the conduét in this 
bufinefs, the fpirit of the C0111pany's government, 
and the refpeét they pay towards other prejudices 
not lefs regarded in the eaft than tho[e of religion; 
I mean the reverence p.1id to the feinale fex in ge- 
ner aI, and particularly to wun1en of high rank 
and condition. During the general confufion of 
the country of Gazypore, Panna, the 1110ther of 
Chcit Sing, was lodged with her train in a cafHe 
called Bidge Gur, in ,vhich were likewife depo- 
fitcd a large portion of the trea[ures of her fon, or 
more probably her own. To ,vhOlllfoever they 
belonged 
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belonged was indifferent; for though no charge of 
rebellion '\Tas made on this '\Toman C,vhich was 
rather finguIar, as it would have cofi: nothing) 
they were refolved to fecure her ,vith her fortune. 
The callIe "ras befieged by major Pophaill. 
There ,vas no great reafon to apprehend that 
foldiers ill paid, that foldiers ,vho thought they 
had been defrauded of their plunder on former 
fervices of the fame kind, ,vould not have been 
fufficicntly attentive to the fpoil they were ex... 
prefsIy come for; but the gallantry and generofity 
of the profeffion was jullly fufpeéted, as being likely 
to fet bounds to military rapacioufnefs. The com- 
pany's firfi: civil magifirate difcovered the greatefi: 
uneafinefs left the v.romen íhould have any thing 
preferved to them. Terms, tending to put fome 
refiraint on Inilit ary violence, ,vere granted. He 
\vrites a letter to Mr. Pophalll, referring to forne 
letter written before to the fame effec1, ,vhich I do 
not reillcinber to have feen; but it fhe\vs his anx- 
iety on this fubjec1. Hear himfelf:-" I think every 
" deinalld {he has made on you, except that of 
" fafetyand refpeét to her perfon, is unreafonable. 
" If the reports brought to me are true, your re- 
" jeéting her offers, or any negotiation, ,vould foon 
" obtain you the fort upon your own terms. I 
" apprehend !he will attempt to defraud the captors 
" of a confiderable part of their booty, by bcingfidfèred 

 to retire without examination. But this is your 
F 3 " concern, 
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" concern, not mine. I íhould be very Jorry that 
" your officers and foldiers loft any part of the re- 
" \vard to \vhich they are fo '\vell entitled; but 
" you muft be the bell judge of the promifed indul- 
"gence to the ranny: what you have engaged 
" for I will certainly ratify; but as to fuffering the 
" ranny to hold the purgunna of Hurlich, or any 
" other zemindary, without being fubjeB: to the 
" authority of the zemindar, or any lands whatfl- 
" ever, or indeed making any condition \vith her 
" for a provfjion, I will never confent." 
Here your govern our fiimulates a rapacious and 
licentious foldiery to the perfonal fearch of women, 
left thefe unhappy creatures fhould avail themfelves 
of the proteB:ion of their fex to fecure åny fupply 
for their neceffities; and he pofitively orders that 
no fiipulation fhould be made for any provifion 
for them. The widow and mother of a prince, 
well informed of her miferable fituation, and the 
caufe of it, a woman of this rank became a fup- 
pliant to the domeftick fervant of Mr. Hafiings 
(they are his own words that I read;)" imploring 
" his interceffion, that fhe may be relieved from 
" the hardfhips and dangers of her preJent fituation; 
" and offering to furrender the fort, and the trea- 
"Jure and valuable e.ffèéìs contained in it, provided 
" {he can be aiTured of Joftty and proteaion to her 
" perfon and honour, and to that of her family and 
" attendants." He is fo good as to confent to this, 
" provided 
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" provided íhe fun-enders every thing of value, 
" with the referve only of fuch articles as you fhall 
" think necdfary to her condition, or as you your.. 
" felf fhall be difpofed to indulge her '\Tith.-But 
" fhould fhe refufe to execute the promife fhe has 
"made, or delay it beyond the term of twenty.. 
" four hours, it is my poJitive injunåion, that you 
"immediately put a fiop to any further inter- 
" courfe or negotiation with her, and on no pre.. 
" text rene\v it. If fhe difappoints or trifles \yith 
" me, after I have fubjeåed my duan to the dif.. 
" grace of returning ineffeåually, and of courfe 
" myfelf to difcredit, I fhall confider it as a wanton 
" affront and indignity which I can never forgive j 
" nor ,viti I grant her any conditions ,vhatever, 
" but leave her expofed to thqfe dangers which fhe 
" has cho[en to riík., rather than trufi to the 
" clemency and generofity of our governlnent. I 
" think fhe cannot be ignorant of thefe confe- 
" quences, and \\Till not venture to incur them; 
" and it is for this reafon I place a dependance on 
" her offers, and have confented to fend my duan 
" to her." The dreadful fecret hinted at by the 
Inerciful governour in the latter part of the letter, 
is \vell unùerfiood in India; where thofe \vho fuffer 
corporeal indignities, generaUy expiate the offences 
of others with their o\\"n blood. Ho\vevcr, in 
fpite of all thefe, the telnper of the military did, 
f0111e ,,"ay or other, operate. They caine to terms 
F 4 which 
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,d1Ích have never been tranfmitted. It appears 
that a fifteenth per cent. of the plunder was referved 
to the captives, of which the unhappy mother of 
the prince of Benares ,vas to have a {hare. This 
ancient n1atron, born to better things [a laugh 
from certain young gentlemen ]-1 fee no caufe for 
this mirth. A good author of antiquity reckons 
aillong the calamities of his time. Nobil!lJìmarlll1l 
fæminarum exilia et fugas. I fay, Sir, this ancient 
lady was compelled to quit her houfe ,vith three 
l1undred he1plefs WOIllen, and a multitude of chil- . 
dren in her train; but the lower fort in the camp 
it feems could not be refirained. They did not 
forget the good leírons of the governour general. 
They w"ere un
Tilling " to be defrauded of a con- 
" fiderable part of their booty, by fuffering them 
" to pafs without ex:ullination." -They examined 
them, Sir, with a vengeance, and the facred pro- 
teB:ion of that a\vful charaB:er, Mr. IIafiings's 
l11aitre d'hote1, could not fecure thelll from infult, 
and plunder. I-Iere is Pophaln's narrative of the af- 
fair:-" The ranny caIne out of the fort, \vith her 
" family and dependants, the loth at night, owing 
" to \vhich fuch attention \vas not paid to her as 
" I ,vifhed; and I an1 exceedingly forry to inform 
" you, that the licentioufnefs of our followers was 
" beyond the bounds oj control; for, notwit/:flanding 
" all I could do, hcr people were plundered on the 
" road if mrf/ if the things which they brought out of 
" tbe 
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c' the fort, hy 'which means one oj the articles oj fur ø 
'" render has been much infringed. The difirefs I 
" have felt upon this occafion cannot be expreffed, 
" and can only be allayed by a firn1 performance 
" of the other articles of the treaty
 \vhich I íhalI 
" make it my bufinefs to enforce. 
" The fufpicions \vhich the officers had of trea- 
" chery, and the delay made to our getting poffef- 
"fion, had enraged them, as well as the troops, 
" fo l11uch, that the treaty ,vas at firfi: regarded 
"as void, but this determination \vas foon fuc ø 
H ceed
d by pity and compaffion for the unfortu ø 
" nate bdìeged."-.After this con1es, in his due 
order, IV11'. Hafiings; \vho is full of forro\v and 
indignation, &c. &c. &c. according to the befi: and 
mofi authentick precedents efi:abliíhed upon fuch 
occafions. 
The '\"omcn being thus difpofed of, that is, 
completely defpoiled, and p::tthetically lamented, 
1\1r. I-Iafi:ings at length recollected the great objeét 
of his enterprife, \vhich, during his zeal ]efi: the 
officers and foldiers :fhould lofe any part of their 
re\\"J.rd, he feeills to have forgot; that is to fay, 
" to dra\v from the rajah's guilt the means of re- 
" lief to the cOl11pany's difireffcs." This ,vas to 
he the firong hold of his defence. This compaf.. 
:Cion to the comp:lny, he knew by experience would 
fanétify a great deal of rigour towards the natives. 
But the military hall difirdfc5 of their o\\Yn, which 
they 
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they confidered firfi. Neither Mr. Hafiings's aut11o- 
rity, nor his fupplications, could prevail on them 
to aflign a {hilling to the clain1 he made on the part 
of the company. They divided the booty amongft 
themfelves. Driven from his claim, he ,vas re- 
duced to petition for the fpoil as a loan. But the 
foldiers ,vere too wife to venture as a loan, what 
the borro\ver claimed as a right. In defiance of 
all authority, they {hared among themfelves about 
two hundred thoufand pounds fierling, befides 
what had been taken from the \YOIllen. 
In all this there is nothing ,vonderful. \Ve may 
ref1: afIured, that \"hen the maxilllS of any govern- 
ment efiabliíh aillong its refources extraordinary 
means, and thofe exerted with a {hong hand, 
that ftrong hand \vill provide thofe extraordinary 
Ineans for itfe!f. \Vhether the foldiers had reafon 
or not (perhaps n1uch might be íàid for them) cer- 
tain it is, the military difcipline of India was 
ruined frolll that n10ment; and the íàme rage for 
plunder, the fanle contelnpt of fubordination, 
which blaf1:ed all the hopes of extraordinary 111eans 
frolll your firong hand at Benares, have very 
lately loft you an army in Myfore. This is vifible 
enough from the accounts in the laft Gazette. 
There is no doubt but that the country and city 
of Benares, no\v brought into the tlme order, 
v/Íll very foon exhibit, if it does not already dif- 
play, the fallle appearance \vith thofe countries and 
cities 
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cities which are under better fubjeåion. A great 
mafier, Mr. Hafiings, has hinúelf been at the pains 
of drawing a pið:ure of one of thefe countries, I 
mean the province and city of Farruckabad. 
There is no reafon to quefiion his knowledge of 
the facrs; and his authority (on this point at leafi) 
is above all exception, as well for the flate of the 
country as for the caufe. In his minute of con- 
fultation, Mr. Hafiings defcribes forcibly the con- 
fequences which arife from the degradation into 
which we have funk the native governl11ent. "The 
" total want (fays he) of all order, regularity, or 
" authority, in his (the nabob of Farruckabad's) 
" government, and to ,vhich, among other ob- 
" vious cdufes, it may no doubt be owing that the 
" country of Farruckabad is become alnzofi an en- 
" tire wafle, without cultivation or inhabitants; that 
" the capital, ,\'hich, but a very fhort time ago, 
" was difiinguifhed as onc of the moil populous 
" and opulent commercial cities in Hindofian, at 
" prefent exhibits nothing but fanes of the mofl 
" wretched poverty, defllation and miftry; and that 
" the nabob hinift'!f, though in the poífeffion of a 
" traå of country \vhich, \vith only comillon care, 
" is notorioull y capable of yielding an annual re- 
" vcnue of bctwcen thirty and forty lacks, (three 
" or four hundred thoufand pounds) \vith no mi- 
"Iitary eflablißJment to l11aintain, fcarcely COln- 
" mands the mcans of a hare fulfrflencc. 
This is a true and unexaggerated piB:ure, not 
only 
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only of Farruckabad, but of at lean three fourti19 
of the country 'which we poffefs, or rathcr lay 
\vafte, in India. N O'V, Sir, thc houfe \"ill bc de- 
firous to kno\v for \vhat purpofe this piéture \vas 
drawn. It was for a purpofe, I \vill not fay lau- 
dable, but neceffary, that of taking the unfortu- 
nate prince and his country out of the hands of 
a fequefirator fent thither by the nabob of Gude, 
the mortal eneiny of the prince thus ruincd, and 
to prated: him by means of a Britifh re!ìdent, who 
Inight carry his complaints to the fuperiour refident 
at Oude, or tranfmit them to Calcutta. But mark 
how the reformer perfified in his reformation. 
'fhe effeét of the n1eafure ,,'as better than was pro- 
bably expected. The prince began to be at eafe ; 
the country began to recoyer; and the revenue 
began to be colleé1:ed. Thefe \vere alanlling cir- 
cun1ftances. ;vIr. H,lfiings not only recalled the rc- 
jiJent, but he entered into a formal fiipulation with 
the nabob of Oude, never to fend an Englifh fub- 
jeét again to Farruckabad; and thus the country, 
defcribcd as you have heard by 1\11'. Rafiings, is 
given up for ever to the very perfons to WhOlll 
he h:ld attributed its ruin, that is, io the Sezawals 
or fequefirJtors of the nabob of Oude. 
Such "'as the iIfue of the firft attempt to relieve 
the JifirefIes of the dependent provinces. I fhall 
clofe 'v hat I have to fay on the condition of 
the northern dependencies, ,vit
l the effea of 
the !aft of thefe attempts. You will rccolleét, 
Sir, 
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Sir, the account I have not long ago fiated to you 
as given by Mr. Hafiings, of the ruined condition 
of the defiroyer of others, the nabob of Oude, 
and of the recal, in confequence, of Hannay, IVIid- 
dleton, and Johnfon. When the firfi little fudden 
gufi of paffion againfi thefe gentlemen "'as fpent, 
the fentiments of old friendfhip began to revive. 
Some healing conferences ,vere held between them 
and the fuperiour government. Mr. Hannay was 
permittcd to return to Oude; but death prevented 
the further advantages intended for him, and the 
future benefits propofed for the country by the 
provident care of the council general. 
One of thefe gentlcmen \vas accufed of the 
groiTeft peculations. T\\TO of them by Mr. Haf.. 
tings himfc1f, of ,yhat he confidcred as very grots 
offences. The court of direétors \\'cre infonned, 
by the governour general and council, that a fe\'cre 
inquiry ,,'ould be infiituted againfi the 1\\'0 fur- 
vivors; and they requefied that court to fufpend 
its judgment, J.ud to wait the event of their pro- 
ceedings. A mock inquiry has been inftituted, 
by 'which the parties could not be faid to be either 
acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland 
and conciliatory difpofitions of the chartcr gover- 
nours, and proper private explanations, thç publick 
inquiry has in cffecr died J.\V.1Y; thc fuppofcd pe- 
culators and deftroyers of Gude repofc in all Ie- 
curity in the bofoms of their accufers; whilft 
othcr
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others fucceed to them to be inftruéted by their 
example. 
It is only to complete the view I propofed 
of the conduét: of the company, with regard 
to the dependent provinces, that I fhall fay any 
thing at an of the Carnatick, ,vhich is the fcene, 
if pofiìble, of greater di[order than the northern 
provinces. Perhaps it were better to fay of 
this center and metropolis of abufe, ,vhence all 
the reft in India and in England diverge; from ' 
,vhence they are fed and methodized, what was 
{aid of Carthage-de Carthagine fatius e.fl filere 
quam parum dicere. This country, in all its deno- 
minations, is about 46,000 fquare miles. It may 
be affirmed univerfally, that not one perfon of 
fubfiance or property, landed, commercial or mo- 
nied, excepting hvo or three bankers, who are 
neceffary depofits and diftributors of the general 
fpoil, is left in all that region. In that country 
the moif1:ure, the bounty of Heaven, is given but 
at a certain feafon. Before the æra of our influ- 
ence, the induftry of nlan carefully huíbanded 
that gift of God. The Gentoos preferved, \vith 
a provident and religious care, the precious depofit 
of the periodical rain in re[ervoirs, l11any of them 
,\'orks of royal grandeur; and from thefe, as oc- 
cafion demanded, they fruét:ified the \vhole coun- 
try. To maintain thefe refervoirs, and to keep 
up an annual advance to the cultivators, for feed 
and 
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and cattle, formed a principal objeét of the piety 
and policy of the priefis and rulers of the Gentoo 
religion. 
This objeB: required a command of money; and 
there '
as no pollam, or callie, which in the happy 
days of the Carnatick ,vas \vithout fome hoard of 
treafure, by which the governours were enabled to 
combat with the irregularity of the feafons, and to 
refifi or to buy off the invafion of an enemy. In 
all the cities ,vere multitudes of merchants and 
bankers, for all occafions of n10nied affifiance; 
J.nd on the other hand, the native princes were in 
condition to obtain credit frolll them. The ma- 
nufaåurer was paid by the return of commodi- 
ties, or by imported money, and not, as at pre- 
fent, in the taxes that had been originally exacred 
frOlTI his indufiry. In aid of cafual difirefs, the 
country was full of choultries, which \\9crc inns 
and hofpitals, \vhere the traveller and the poor 
were relieved. All ranks of people had their place 
in the publick concern, and their fhare in the 
common flock and common profperity; but the 

hartered rights of mal, and the fight which it was 
thought proper to fet up in the nabob of Arcot, 
introduced a ne\v fyfien1. It was their policy to 
confider hoards of Inoney as CrilTIeS; to regard 
moderate rents as frauds on the fovereign; and to 
vie\\T, in the IcIrer princes, any claim of exemption 
from more than fettled tribute, as an aét of rebel- 
lion. 
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lion. Accordingly all the cailies \vere, one after 
the other, plundered and deilroyed. 'I'he Dative 
princes \vere expelled; the hofpitals fell to ruin; 
the re[ervoirs of water ,vent to dccay; the mer- 
chants, bankers, and manufacrurers di[appeared; 
and llerility, illdigence, and depopulation, over- 
fprcad the face of thefe once flouriíhing provinces. 
The company ,,,as vcry early fenfible of thefe 
rniichiefs, and of their true caufe. They gave pre- 
ci[c orders" that the native princes, called polr- 
" gars, fhould not be cxtir/Jated." -" The rebellion 
" [fo they choofe to cdB it] of the polygars, may 
" (they fear) with too lJlllCh Juflice., b
 attributed to 
" the mal-adminiilration of the nabob's coHec- 
" tors :"-They ob[erve \vith concern, that their 
" troops have been put to difagrecable fervices." 
They l11ight have u[eù a fironger eXIIl"eflion \vith. 
out impropricty. But they l1lake anlcnds in ano- 
iher place. Speaking of the polygars, the direc- 
tors fly, tlut " it ,,-as repugnant to hUll1anity to 
"force thel11 to fuch dreadful extren1Ïties as tbcy 
" under'U:cnt:" That fonle examples of fcverity 
migbt bc necefIuy, " 'v hen they fell into the na- 
bob's IJands," and not hy tbe deflruElion of tbe coun- 
try: "That tbey fear his government is none of the 
" mildijl; and that there is great oppreJlìon in col- 
" leåing his revenues." They flate, that thc wars 
in which he 11:1s involved the C
lfl1atick, had been 
a caufc of its difirdlès: "that thefe difireíIes 
" have 
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CC have been certainly great; but thefe by tht na... 
" hob's opprdjirJn.r they believe to be greater tban all." 
Pray, Sir, attend to the reafon for their opinion 
that the govenU11ent of this their infirUl11ent ig 
more calamitous to the country than the ravages 
of ,var.-Becaufc, L1Y they, his oppreffions are 
" withúut illterm!JJion.-The others are temp3rary; 
" Lyall \vhich oppreJ/iolls \ve believe the na }ob has 
" great \vealth in store." Froill this flore neither 
he nor they could derive any advantage ,vhatfo- 
ever upon the invafion of I-Iyder Ali in the hour 
of their greateft calamity and difmay. 
It is no\\r proper to compare thefe declarations 
,,'ith the company's conduéì:. The principal rea- 
fon \vhich they affigned againft the ex
irpation of 
the pol ygars \Vas, that the weavers \\Tcre proteéted 
in their fortrefTes. They Inight have added, that 
the company itfc1f, 'which fiung them to death, 
h.d been warmed in the bofoll1 of thefe unfortu. 
nate princes: for, on the taking of I\Iadras by the 
French., it was in their hospitable pollan1s, thJt 
moa of the inhabitants found refuge and protec- 
tion. . But, notwithfianding all thefe orders, rea- 
fons, and declarations, they at length gave an in- 
direé\: fané\:ion, and permitted the ufe of a very 
direcr anù irrefifiible force, to l11cafures \vhich 
they had, over and over again, declared to be 
f.llfe policy, cruel, inhuman, and oppreffive. I-Iav... 
ing, ho\vever, forgot aU attention to the princes 
VOL., IV. G and 
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and the people, they remembered that they Ilad 
forne fort of interefl in the trade of the country; 
and it is l11atter of cùrioÍÌty to obferve the pro. 
teâion \vhich they afforded to this their natural 
objeét. 
Full of anxious cares on this head, they direa-, 
" that in reducing the po]ygars they (their fer- 
" vants) were to be cautiolls, not to deprive the 
" wea1.'ers and manufatlurers of the proteélion they 
" often met with in the {hong holds of the po- 
" lygar countries ;"-and they \vrite to their in- 
ftrument, the nabob of Arcot, concerning thefe: 
poor people in a moll pathetick firain.. "\V e en- 
" treat your excellency (í:'1Y they) in particular, to 
'c make th
 manufaåurers the objeél of your ten. 
" derrj! care; particularly when you root out the 
" polygars, you do not deprive the u'cavers of the 
" protcaion tbey enjoyed undcr tbem." \Vhen they 
root out the proteåors in favour of the oppreffor, 
they fhc\v themfelves rcligioufIy cautious of the 
rights of the proteåed. VVhcn they extirpate the 
{hepherd and the :lhepherJ's dog, they pioufly 
reco1l1n1end the he1pleís flock to the l11ercy, and 
c\'en to the tenderefl care, of the '\Tolf. This is 
the unifo\"ll1 ftrain of their policy, firiaIy forbid. 
ding, and at the fame tin1e firenuoufiyencourag- 
ing and enforcing, every meafure that can ruin 
-and dcfohte the country cOlllmitted to their 
charge. l\.fter giving the con1pany's idea of the 
government 
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go\.ernn1ent of this their infiru111ent, it may ap
 
pear fin gular , but it is perfeétly confiftent with 
their fyflelll, that
 belìdes wafting for hÍ111, at t,vo 
different times, the moll exquilìte fpot upon the 
earth, Tanjour, and all the adjacent countries, 
they have even voluntarily put their own terri.. 
tory, that is, a large and fine country adjacent to 
l\1adras, called their jaghire, ,,,holly out of their 
proteEtion; and have continued to farm their fub.. 
jeas, and their duties to,vards thefe fubjeas, to 
that very nabob, \vhom they thelllfelves confiantly 
repre[ent as an habitual oppre{for, and a relentlefs 
tyrant. This they have done ,vithout any pre.. 
tence of ignorance of the objeas of opprefiion for 
v:hich this prince has thought fit to become their 
renter; for he has again and again told them, that 
it is for the fole purpofe of exerci
ng authority he 
holds the jaghire lands; and he affinlls (and I be- 
lieve \vith truth) that he pays more for that terri. 
tory than the revenuc
 yield. This deficiency he 
mufi: make up from his other territories; and 
thus, in order to fUlniíh the means of oppreffing 
one part of the Carnatick, he is led to opprefs all 
the reft. 
The hou[e perceives that the livery of the com- 
pany's government is uniform. I ha,'e defcribed 
the condition of the countries indirèaIy, but moil: 
fubftantially, under the company's authority. And 
!lOW I alk, whether, with this map of mifgovernment 
G z befors 
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before 11le, I can fuppofe l11yfe1f bound by my vote 
to continue, upon any principles of pretended 
publick faith, the management of thefe countries 
in thofc hands? If I kept fuch a f
ith, (which in 
reality is no better than afides latronum) with "'hat 
is called the cOlnpany, I rnuft break the faith, the 
co\'enant, the folemn, original, indifì}enfable oath, 
in which I an1 bound, by the eternal frame and 
confiitution of things, to the ",.hole hUIn3n race. 
As I ha\"e dwelt {
) long on thefe \"ho arc inJi. 
reaJy under the company's tidminifiration, I \\'ill 
endeanmr to be a little ilu)fter upon the countri
s 
immediltely under this charter governrnent.- 
. Thefe are the Bcngal provinces. The condition 
of t hefe provinces is pretty fully detailed in the 
fixth and ninth reports, and in their arpendixes. 
I will feleél: only fuch principle5 and inn
nces as 
..arc broad and general. To your own thoughts I 
11ulllca\'e it, to furnilh the detail of oppreffions 
involved in tI
enl. I fhall fiate to you, as íhortly 
;l
 I anI able, the conduct of the company ;-1 fl, 
-towards the landed interefis;-next, the com Iller- 
.cial.in\erefis ;-3d1y, the native government;- 
and bflly, to their own government. 
Bengal, and the provinces that arc united to it, 

r
 brger than the kingdom of France; and once 
cont
incd, as Fr.lllCe does contain, a great and in- 
depenJent landed interefi, compofed of princes, of 
.great lords
. of a nUfilerou:) nobility aqd gentrr, 
of 
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ot freeholders, of lo,ver tenants, of religious com- 
n1unities, and publick foundations. So e:uly as 
1769, the cOInp1ny's f
rvants perceived the decay 
into '\vhich thefe provinces had fallen under Eng- 
lifh adminií1:ration, and they Inade a íh'ong re- 
pre[cntation upon this dec:lY, and \vhat they ap- 
prehended to be the caufes of it. Soon after this 
rcpre[éntation, 1\11". IIaning
 became prcfidcnt of 
Bengal. Infiead of adlninificring a relnedy to this 
D1e1ancholy diforder, upon the heels of a dreadful 
famine, in the year 1711, thc [uecour ,vhich the 
ne\v prefident and the council lent to this affiiéted 
nation V\'as-fhall I be believed in relating it ?- 
the LInded intcrefi of a ,,,hole kingdom, of a king- 
dom to be cOlnpared to France, WJ.S ièt up to 
publick auaion! They fet up (1\lr. I Iaflings fct 
li P) the whole nobility O"cntr y and freeholders 
.' b' , 
to the higheft bidd
r. No prefcrence was given 
to the ancient proprietors: They muft bid againft 
e\Try ufurer, every temporary advcnturer, every 
jobb
r and fchemer, every fervant of every Euro- 
pean, or they were obliged to content themfelves, 
in )i
u of their extcnfive domains, ,vith their houfe, 
4nd fuch a penfion as the fiate auc1ionecrs thought 
fit to aflìgn. In this general CJ.1aIllity, feveral of 
the fira nobility thought (and in an appearance 
juflly) that they had better fubn1Ît to the necefiity 
of this penfion, than continue, under the nalTIe of 
.zemindars, the ohjeas and inHruments of a fYfien1, 
G 3 by 
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by which they ruined their tenants, and were ruined 
themfclves. Another rcform has fince cotne upon 
the back of the firfi; and a penfion having been 
affigned to thefc unhappy perfons, in lieu of their 
hereditary lands, a new fcheme of ceconoIny has 
taken place, and deprived the 111 of that penfion. 
The menial fervants of Englifhmen, perfons (to 
ufe the etnphatical phrafe of a ruined and patient 
eafiern chief) "whofe fathers they would not ha'ue 
"Jet with the dogs of their .flock," entered into their 
patrimonial lands. Mr. Hafiings's banian ,vas, 
after this auélion, found poffeffed of territories 
yielding a rent of one hundrcd and forty thoufand 
pounds a year. 
Such an univerfal profcription, upon any pre- 
tence, has few examples. Such a profcription t 
without even a pretence of delinquency, has none. 
It fiands by itfe1f. It fiands as a monument to 
afionifh the imagination, to confound the reafon 
of mankind. I confefs to you, \vhen I firfi catTle 
to know this bufinefs in its true nature and ex- 
tent, my furprife did a little fufpend ITI)" indigna.. 
tion. I was in a manner fiupified by the defperate 
boldnefs of a few obfcurc young men, who having 
obtained, by ways ,,:hich they could not compre- 
hend, a power of which they fa,v neither the pur- 
pofes nor the lirnits, toffed about, fubverted, and 
tore to pieces, as if it were in the gambols of a 
boyifh unluckinefs and ma1ice, the mofi eílabliíhed 
rights
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rights, and the moll ancient and rnofi revered 
infiitutions, of ages and nations. Sir, I will not 
no\v trouble you with any detail \yith regard to 
what they have fince done ,vith thefe fame lands 
and land-holders; only to inform you, that no- 
thing has been fuffered to fettle for 1\\'0 feafons 
togethcr upon any ba
s; and that the levity and 
inconfiancy of thefe mock legiilators were not the 
leafl affiiéling parts of the oppreffions fuflèred 
under their ufurpation; nor \vill any thing give 
fiability to the property of the natives, but an ad.. 
n1Ïnifiration in England at once proteéling and 
fiable. The country fufiains, almofi every year, 
the n1Ïferies of a revolution. At prefent, all is 
uncertainty, mifcry, and confullon. There is to 
be found through thefe vafi regions no longer one 
landed man, \\"ho is a refource for voluntary aid, 
or an objeå for particular rapine. Son1e of then1 
"'"ere, not long fince, great princes; they pofTe{fc
1 
treafures, thcy levied annies. There ,vas a ze.. 
Inindar in Bengal (I forget his name) that, on the 
threat of an invafion, fupplied the foubah of thefe 
provinces ,vith the loan of a million flcrling. The 
family at this day wants credit for a brcakfall at 
the Lazar. 
I filall now flY a word or hvo on the cOillpa- 
ny's care of the cotnnlcrcial interd1: of thofc king- 
doms. As it appears in the reports, that pcrfons 
in the highefi flations in Bengal hayc adopted, as 
G 4 a fixed 
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 fixed plan of policy, the dcfiruåion of all inter- 
J11cdiate dealers between the company and the Ina- 
l1ufacrurer, native rnerchants have difclppeared of 
courfe. The fpoil of the revenues is the fole capi- 
tal ,,'hich purchafes the produce and Inanufac- 
tures; and through three or four foreign compa- 
nies tranÍ1nits the official gains of individuals to 
Europe. No other COlllmerce has an exifiènce in 
Bcngal. The tranfport of its plunder is the only 
traffick of the country. I wifh to refer you to the 
appendix to the ninth report for a full account of 
the nlanner fn ,vhich the COlnpany have proteB:ed 
the commercial interefis of their dominions in the 
cafi. 
As to the native governn1cnt and the adininif- 
trJ.tion of jufiice, it fubfií1:ed in a poor tottering 
manner for fOille years. In the year I 78 I , a total 
revolution took place in that efiablifhment. In 
one of the ufual freaks of legiilation of the council 
of Bengal, the \vhole crilninal jurifdiétion of thef
 
courts, called the Phoujdary Judicature, exerciíèd 
till then by the principal l\1uffulnlen, ,vas În one 
day, ,vithout notice, without confultation with 
the Illagiftrates or the people there, and without 
cODl1nunication with the direB:ors or nliniH:ers 
here, totally fubvcrted. A new infiitution took 
pbce, by ,vhich this juriièlic1ion \vas divided be.. 
tween certain Engliíh fervants of the company and 
the Gentoo zC111inclars of the country, the latter of 
whom 
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\vhom never petitioned for h, nor, for ought that 
appears, ever delìred this boon. But its natural 
ufe \\ras Illade of it; it ,vas Inade a pretence for 
new extordons of nløncy. 
The natives had however one confolation in th
 
ruin of their judicature; they foon ÍJ.\V that it 
fared no better with the Engliíh government it. 
fdf. That too, after deilroying every other, came 
to its period. This revolution 11UY wdl be rated 
for a nlnfl (b.ring ac1, even among the extraordi. 
nary things that have been doing in Bengal fince 
our unhappy acquifition of the nleans of fo Inuch 
mifchief. 
An efiabliíhment of Engliíh govcrnU1ent for ci. 
viI juftice, and for the collec1ion of revenue, \\'as 
planned and executed hy the prdidcllt and counLÍl 
of Bengal, fubjeét to the pleaiure of the direc1ors, 
in the year 1772. According to this plan, the 
country was divided into fix diH:rié1s, or provinces. 
In each of thefe v:as cfiablifhcd a provincial coun. 
cil, which a<.hninifiered the revcnue; and of that 
council one nlember by ITIonthly rotation, pre. 
fided in the courts of civil refort; \vith an appeal 
to the council ot' the province, and thence to Cal- 
cutta. In this fyile111 (whether, in other refpeé1s, 
good or evil) there were f()lne capital advantages. 
Thcre \vas in the "cr y nUlnber of per[ons in each 
provincial council, authority, comnlunication, mu- 
tual check, and con trol. They \\'ere obliged, on 
their 
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their minutes of confultation, to enter their reafons 
and diffents; fo that a man of diligence, of re- 
fearch, and tolerable fagacity, fitting in London, 
might, from thefe materials, be enabled to form 
fome judgment of the fpirit of what was going on 
on the furthefl: banks of the Ganges and Burram- 
pooter. 
The court of direaors fo far ratified this eila.. 
bliíhment, (which was confonant enough to their 
general plan of governlnent) that they gave precife 
orders, that no alteration fhould be made in it, 
'without their confent. So far from being apprized 
of any defign againfi this confiitution, they had 
reafon to conceive that on trial it had been more 
and more approved by their council general, at 
lean by the governour genera], who had planned it. 
At the tilne of the revolution, the council general 
\vas nOlninally in two perfons, virtually in one. 
At that time meafures of an arduous and critical 
nature ought to have been forborne, even if, to 
the fullefl: council, this fpecifick meafure had not 
been prohibited by the fuperiour authority. It 'was 
in this very fituation, that one man had the har.. 
dinefs to conceive, and the temerity to execute, 
a total revolution in the form and the perfon
 
compofing the government of a great kingdom. 
Without any previous fiep, at one fl:roke, the 
whole confiitution of Bengal, civil and criminal, 
was fwept away. . The counfellors 'were recalled 
from 
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from their provinces. Upv:ards of fifty of the 
principal officers of governlTIent were turned out 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr. Hafl- 
ings for their immediate fubfifience, and for all 
hope of future provi!ìon. The chief of each COUll- 
cil, and one European collcétor of revenue, ,vas 
left in each province. 
But here, Sir, you may imagine a nc\v govern- 
ment, of fome permanent defcription, was efia- 
bliíhed in the place of that which had been thus 
fuddenlyoverturned. No fuch thing. Left thefe 
chiefs without councils íhould be conceived to 
fonn the ground plan of fOille future government, 
it was publickly declared, that their continuance 
,vas only temporary and penlliffive. The whole 
fubordinate Britiíh adlninifl:ration of revenue was 
then veiled in a committee in Calcutta, all crea- 
tures of the governour general; and the provincial 
management, under the permiffive chief, was de-- 
livered over to native officers. 
But, that the revolution, and the purpofes of 
the revolution might be complete, to this com- 
mittee were delegated, not only the funétions of 
all the inferiour, but, what will furprife the houfe, 
thofe of the fupreme adininifiration of revenue 
alfo. I-litherto the govcrnour general and council 
had, in their revenue department, adminiílered the 
finJ.nces of thofe kingdoms. By the new fchclnc 
they are delegated to this comlnittee, who are only 
to report their proceedings for approbation. 


The 
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The key to the whole tranfadion is given in one 
of the infirucrions to the conullittee, " that it is 
" not neceffary that they fhould enter diifents." 
By this l11eans the ancicnt plan of the company's 
adu1inifiration was defiroyed; but the plan of con- 
ceahnent was pcrfeåed. To that n10lnent the ac- 
counts of the rcvenues \\'ere tolerably clear; or at 
lean means were furniíhed for inquiries, by which 
they n1ight be rendered fatisfacrory. In the ob. 
fi:urc and filent gulph of this c0111mittce every 
thing is now buried. The thickefi {hades of night 
furround all their tranÍ1é1:ions. No etfeauallneans 
of dcteåing fraud, n1ÏfmanagcInent or mifrepre. 
ientation, exine The direåors, 'who have dared 
to talk with fuch confidence on their revenues, 
kno\v nothing about theine '.\That ufed to fill vo- 
lumes is now comprifed under a fe\\' dry hcads on 
a {hect of paper. The natives, a people habitually 
Inade to conceahllen t, are the chief managers of 
the revenue throughout the provinces. I mean 
by natives, fuch ,,-retches as your rulers feleå out 
of theill as moll fitted for their purpofes. As a 
proper key-none to bind the arch, a native, one 
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of his enl- 
ploYlnent by Sir John Clavering, for malverfation 
in office, is Inade the correfponding fecrctary; 
and indeed the great llloving principle of their 
new board. 
As the \vhole revenue and civil adminiflration 
was thus fubvertcd, and a clandefiine government 
fubfti. 
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fuhftituted in the place of it, the judicial inftitu- 
tion undcrwent a like revolution. In 1772 there 
had been fix courts formed out of the fix provin- 
cial councils. Eighteen new ones are appointed in 
thcir place, \vith each a judge, taken from the 
junior fervants of the company. To maintain thefe 
eighteen courts, a tax is levied on the fums in liti- 
g:ltion, of 2 f per cent. on the great, and of 5 per. 
cent. on the lefs. This money is all drawn from 
the provinces to Calcutta. The chief jufiice (the 
:tulle who flays in defiance of a vote of this houfe, 
and of his m

efiy's recal) is appointed at once the 
treafu.rer and difpofer of thefe ta..-xes, levied, \vith. 
out any fc:Jrt of authority, fron1 the company, frolu 
the c
o,vn, or fnHll parliament. 
In cffeél, Sir, every legal regular autnority in 
matters of revenue, of political adminiflration, of 
criminal law, of civil }a\V, in many of the moll 
dTential parts of n1ilitary difdpline, is laid level 
\vith the ground; and an orpreflive, irregular, 
clpricious, unfteady, rapacious, and peculatin
 
dcfpotifm, with a direéì ditavowal of obedience 
to any authority at hOllle, and \vithout any fixed 
maxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide 
them in India, is at prefent the ftate of your char. 
ter-government over great kingdoills. 
As the company has made this ufe of t1leir trufl, 
J íhould ill difcharge mine, if I refufed to give illY 
moil chcarful vote for the redrefs of thefe abufe
, 
by 
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by putting the affairs of fo large and valuable a 
part of the interefls of this nation
 and of man- 
kind, into forne fleady hands, poffeffing the con- 
fidence, and affured of the fupport of this houfe, 
until they can be reftored to regularity, order, and 
confifiency. 
I have touched the heads of fome of the griev- 
ances of the people, and the abufes of govern- 
ment. But I hope and trufi, you will give me 
credit, "Yhen I faithfully a{fure you, that I have 
not men
ioned one-fourth part of what has conle 
to my knowledge in your committee; and further, 
I have full reafon to believe, that not one.fourth 
part of the abufes are come to my knuwledge, by 
that or by any other means. Pray confider what 
I have faid only as an index to direB: you in your 
inquiries. . 
If this then, Sir, has been the ufe made of the 
trufi of political powers internal and external, 
given by you in the charter, tIle next thing to be 
feen is the conduét of the company with regard to 
the commercial truft. And here I \\Tillll1ake a fair 
offer :-If it can be proved that they have aéted 
wifely, prudently, and frugally, as merchants, I 
{hall pafs by the whole mafs of their enormities as 
ftatefmen. That they have not done this their 
prefent condition is proof fuflìcient. Their dif.. 
treffes are faid to be owing to their wars. This is 
Dot wholly true. But if it were, is not that rea. 
dinefs 
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dinefs to engage in wars \\Thich difiinguifhes them, 
and for which the cornlnittee of fecrecy has fo 
branded their politicks, founded on the falfeft 
principles of mercantile fpeculation ? 
The principle of buying cheap and felling dear 
is the firfl, the great foundation of mercantile deal- 
ing. Have they ever attended to this principle? 
Nay, for ycars have they not aétual1y authorized 
in their fervants a total indifference as to the prices 
they 'were to pay? 
A grcat deal of flriB:nefs in driving bargains for 
wbatever \ve contraé1:, is another of the principles 
'of mercantile policy. Try the company by that 
tefi! Look at the contraéts that are made for them. 
Is the company fo much as a good comllliífary to 
their o\vn armies? I engage to fe1eét for you, out 
of the innumerable mafs of their dealings, all con. 
du8:ed very nearly alike, one contraét only, the 
exceffive profits on which during a fhort term 
would pay the 'whole of their year's dividend. I 
fhall undertake to fuc,v, that upon t\\TO others, 
the inordinate profits given, ,vith the Ioffes incur. 
red in order to fecure thofe profits, ,vould pay a 
year's dividend more. 
It is a third property of trading men to fee that 
their clerks do not diyert the dealings of the maRer 
to their own benefit. It \vas the other day only, 
when their governour and council taxed the com. 
pany's invefiment with a fUl11 of fifty thoufand 
pounds, as an inducement to perfuade only feven 
members 
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members of their board of trade to giv
 their bo.. 
"lOur that they 'would abfiain frOlTI fuch profits 
upon that invefiment as they muG: have violated 
their oatb.r if they had made at all. 
It is a fourth quality of J. mcrchant to be exaé1: 
in his accounts. What will be thought, when you 
have fully before you the mode of accounting 
made ufe of in the treafury of Bengal? - I hope 
you will have it foon. With regard to one of their 
agencies, when it came to the material part, the 
prime cofi of the goods on \\Thich a comlnifiìon of 
fifteen per cent. was allowed, to the afionifhment 
of the faå:ory to ,,,horn the comnlodities were 
fent, the accountant general reports that he did 
not think himfe1f authorized to call for vOllcbers 
relative to this and other particulars,-becaufe the 
agent \vas upon his bOllour with regard to theul. 
A ne\V principle of account upon honour feeiTIS to 
be regularly eflablifhed in their dealings and their 
treafury, which in reality amounts to an entire 
annihilation of the principle of all accounts. 
It is a fifth property of a merchant, \vho does 
not meditate a fraudulent bankruptcy, to calculate 
his probable profits upon the money he takes up 
to vell in bufinefs. Did the company, when they 
bought goods on bonds bearing 8 per cent. intereft, 
at ten and even hventy per cent. difcount, even aik 
themfelves a quefiion concerning the poffibility uf 
advantage from dealing on thefe terms? 
The Iaft quality of a Inerchant I fhall advert to, 
IS 
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is the taking care to be properly prepared, in calli 
()r goods, in the ordinary courfe of 1àle, for the 
bills which are dra\\"n on them. No\v I afk, \vhe. 
ther they hJ.ve ever calculated the clear produce of 
any given fales, to make thenl tally ,,,ith the four 
million of bills ,dlÍch are conle and coming upon 
them, fo as at the proper periods to enable the one 
to liquidate the other? No, they have not. They 
are no\v obliged to borrow money of their 0\"11 
fervants to purchafe their invefiment. The fer. 
vants fiipulate five per cent. on the capital they ad. 
Yance, jf their bills íhould not be paid at the time 
,\'hen they become due; and the value of the rupee 
on which they charge this interefi is taken at t\'\'o 
fhillings and a penny. flas the company ever 
troubled thclllfc1vcs to inquire ,\'hether their fa'e-i 
can bear the payment of that interefi, and at that 
rate of exchange? I-Iave they Once confidered the 
dilemlna in which they are placed-the ruin of 
their credit in the .EaIl Indies, if they rcfufe the 
bills-the ruin of their credit and exiflcnce in 
England, if they accept them? Indeed no trace of 
equitable government is found in their politicks; 
not one trace of commercial principle in their mer.. 
{;antile dealing; and hence is the deepefi and lna- 
turcíl wilüonl of parliament dco1anded, and the 
beft refourccs of this kingdOlll lnufl bc firaincd, to 
Tefiorc them; that is, to rcflore the countries de.. 
flroyed by the n1Ïfconducr of the company, and to 
VOL. IV. Ii rd1:ore 
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renore the con1pany itfelf, ruined by the confe.. 
quences of their plans for defiroying what they 
\verc bound to preferve. 
I required, if you remember, at my outfet) a 
proof that thefe abufes were habitual. But fure1y 
this is not neceffary for me to confider as a fe- 
parate head; "becaufe I trufi I have made it evident 
beyond a doubt, in confidering the abufes theln- 
felves, that they are regular, permanent, and fyf- 
tematical. 
_ I am now corne to my lafi condition, 'without 
which, for one, I will never readily lend my hand 
to the defiruétion of any efiablifhed government; 
\vhich is, That in its prcfcnt fiate, the govern- 
ment of the Eafi India conlpany is abfolutely in- 
corrigible. 
Of this great truth I think there can be little 
doubt, after all that has appeared in this houfe. 
It is fo very clear, that I n1ufi confider the leaving 
any power in their hands, and the determincd rc- 
folution to continue and countenance every mode 
and every degree of pcculation, oppreffion, and 
tyranny, to be one and the fame thing. I look 
upon that body incorrigible, from the fullefi con- 
fideration both of their uniform conducr, and their 
prefent real and virtual confiitution. 
If they had not confiantly been apprized of all 
the cnornlities committed in India under their au- 
thority; if this fiate of things had been as much 
a dif- 
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a difcovery to them as it was to many of us; we 
might flatter ourfelves that the deteB:ion of the 
abufes would lead to their reformation. I \vill go 
further: If the court of direétors had not uni- 
formly condemned every aå \vhich this houfe or 
any of its committees had condemned; if the Ian.. 
guage in which they expreffed their difapproba- 
tion againft enonnities and their authors had not 
been much more vehement and indignant than any 
ever ufed in this houfe, I fhould entertain fome 
hopes. If they had not on the other hand, as uni- 
formly commended all their fervants who had 
done their duty and obeyed their orders, as they 
had heavily cenfured thofe 'who rebelled; I might 
flY, Thefe people have been in an errour, and \vhen 
they are fenÍÌble of it they \vill mend. But \vhen 
I reHea on the uniformity of their fupport to the 
objeås of their unifonn cenfure; and the flate of 
infignificance and difgrace to which an of thofe 
have been reduced whom they approved; and that 
even utter ruin and premature death have been 
among the fruits of their favour; I mufi be con- 
vinced, that in this cafe, as in all others, hypocrify 
is the only vice that never can be cured. 
Attend, I pray you, to the fituation and prof.. 
perity of Benfield, Hafiings, and others of that 
fort. The Iaft of thefe has been treated by the 
company with an afperity of reprehenHon that has 
no parallel. They lament, " that the po\ver of 
II 2 " difpJf- 
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" difpofing of their property for perpetuity, fhould 
" fall into fuch hands." Yet for fourteen years, 
,vith little interruption, he has governed all their 
.afElirs, of every defcription, ,vith an abfolute fway. 
He has had hiinfelf the means of heapi_ng up iln. 
Incnfe \\"ealth; and, during that whole period, the 
fortunes of hundreds have depended on his fmiles 
and frowns. I-Ie himfelf tells you he is incumbered 
'\'v ith t\\'O hundred and fifty young gentleillen, 
{()nlC of then1 of the bert families in England, all 
of whom aim at returning with vaft fortunes to 
l
urope in the prin1e of life. lIe has then two 
11undred and fifty of your children as his hoflages 
for your good behaviour; and loaded for years, 
as he has been, ,vith the execrations of the natives, 
,\'ith the cenfures of the court of direåors, and 
Hruck and blafled ,vith the refolutions of this 
houfe, he flill maintains the mort defputick power 
ever known in India. He dOlnineers with an over- 
bearing fway in the aífemblies of his pretended 
mafters; and it is thought in a degree raíh to ven- 
ture to name his offences in this houfe, even as 
grounds of a legifiative remedy. 
. On the other hand, confider the fatc of tbofe 
\vho have met with the applaufes of the direaors. 
Colonel l\lonfon, one of the beft of lnen, had his 
days fhortened by the applaufes, deftitute of the 
fupport, of the conlpany. General Clavering, 

vhofe pa
egyrick 'was Inade In every difpatch 
f
om 
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from England, 'whofe hearfe ,vas bede",'ed with 
the tears, and hung round \vith the eulogies of the 
court of direaors, burR an honeR and indignant 
heart at the treachery of thofe who ruined hiIll by 
their praifcs. UnC0111n10n patience and temper, 
fupported Mr. Francis a ,,'hile longer under the 
baneful influence of the cOinmendation of the 
court of direaors. His health ho\vever gave way 
at length; and, in utter defpair, he returned to 
Europe. At his return the doors of the India 
lIoufe were {hut to this lnan, who had been the 
objea of their confiant adn1iration. tIe has in- 
dced efcaped \vith life, but he has forfeited an ex. 
peaation of credit, confequcncc, party, and fol- 
lowing. He may well flY, Me ncmo minijlro fur 
erit, atque ideo TZu/Ii comes exeo. This man, whofe 
deep reach of thought, \vhofe large legillative con- 
ceptions, and whofe grand plans of policy make 
the moIl: {hining part of our reports, from whence 
'we have allicarncd our leffons, if \\re have learned 
any good ones; this Inan, froln whofe Inaterial
 
thofc gcntlemen who have Icafi acknowlcdged it 
have yet fpokcn as from a brief; this man, driven 
from his einployment, difcountenanced by the di. 
reétors, has had no other reward, and no othcr 
difiinaion, but that inward" fun!hine of the foul" 
'fhich a good confcicnce can ah
'a)'s bcfto\v upon 
itfelf. I-Ie has not yet bad fi) n1uch as a good 
,,'ord, but froin a perfon too infignificant to 111akç 
H 3 an Y 


'- 
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any other return, for the means ,vith which he has 
been furnifhed for performing his fhare of a duty 
which is equally urgent on us all. 
Add to this, that from the highefi in place to 
the lowefi, every Britiíh fubjeét, ,vho, in obe- 
dience to the COlllpany's orders, has been aétive 
in the difcovery of peculations, has been ruined. 
They have been driven from India. When they 
made their appeal at hon1e they were not heard; 
\vhen they attempted to return they were flopped. 
No artifice of fraud, no violence of power, has 
been omitted to dcfiroy them in charaåer as well 
as in fortune. 
W orfe, far worfe, has been the fate of the poor 
creatures, the natives of India, "rhom the hypo- 
crify of the company has betrayed into complaint 
of opprcflion, and difcovery of peculation. The 
firfi '\\'omen in Bengal, the ranny of Rajefhahi, 
the fanny of Burdwan, the ranny of Arnboa, by 
their weak and thoughtlefs truft in the cOlnpany's 
honour and proteåion, are utter]y ruined: the 
firfi of thefe women, a perfon of princely rank, 
and once of correfpondent fortune, ,,'ho paid 
above two hundred thoufand a year quit-rent to 
the flate, is, according to very credible informa- 
tion, fo completely beggared as to nand in need of 
the relief of alms. Mahomed Reza Khân, the fe- 
cond Muffulrnan in Bengal, for having been difiin- 
guiíhed by the ill-omened honour of the counte- 
nance 
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nance and proteétion of the court of direéì:ors, 
was, without the pretence of any inquiry what- 
foever into his condué1:, flripped of all his employ- 
ments, and reduced to the lo\vefl condition. Ifi
 
ancicnt rival for po\\rer, the rajah Nundcomai, 
was, by an infult on every thing \vhich India holds 
refpeåable and facred, hanged in the face of all 
his nation, by the judges you fent to protecr that 
people; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an 
ex pofi faélo Britiíh aét of parliament, in the midfi: 
of his evidence againfi Mr. Hafiings. The accufer 
they faw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal 
or inquiry, triumphs on the ground of that 
murder: a murder not of Nundcon1ar only, but 
of all living tefiimony, and even of evidence yet 
unborn. From that time not a complaint has 
been heard from the natives againfi their gover- 
nours. All the grievances of India have found a 
complete remedy. 
Men will not look to acrs of parliament, to re- 
gulations, to declarations, to votes, and refolu- 
tions. No, they are not fuch fools. They \\'ill 
afk, what is the road to po\ver, credit, \vealth, and 
honours? They \vill aIk, ,vhat conducr ends in 
negleå, difgrace, poverty, exile, prifon and gibbct? 
Thefe will teach them the courfe \\chich they are 
to follow. It is your difiribution of thefc that 
will give the charaéì:er and tone of your govern- 
ment. AU the ren is miferable grhnace. 
H 4 When 
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When I accufe the court of direB:ors of this ha- 
bitual treachery, in the ufe of rcward and punifh- 
ment, I do not nlean to include all the individuals 
in that court. There have been, Sir, very fre- 
quently, nlen of the greatefi integrity and virtue 
amongfi them; and the contrariety in the decla- 
rations and conduét of that court has arifen, I take 
it, from this:- That the honefi direétors have, by 
the force of matter of fad on the records, carried 
the reprobation of the evil meafures of the fervants 
in India. This could not be prevented, \\-hilfi 
thefe records fiared them in the face; nor were 
the delinquents, either here or there, very folici- 
tous about their reputation, as long as they 'were 
able to fecure their power. The agree men t of 
their partifans to cenfure them, blunted for a 
while the edge of a fevere proceeding. It obtain- 
ed for them a charaåer of impartiality, which 
enabled them to recommend, with forne fort of 
grace, what will always carry a plaufible appear- 
ance, thofe treacherous expedients, called mode. 
rate meafures. Whilfi thefe were under difcuf. 
fion, ne\v matter of complaint came over, which 
feemed to antiquate the firfi. The fame circle \vas 
here trod round once more; and thus through 
years they procecded in a compromife of cenfure 
for punifhment; until, by fhame and defpair, one 
aftcr another, almofi every man, who preferred 
his duty to the company to the interefi of thei
 
fcrvants, has been driven from that court. 
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This, Sir, has been their conduét; and it has 
been the rcfult of the alteration \vhich \\
as infen.. 
fibly made in their conftitutìon. The change was 
made infenfibly; but it is now {hong and adult, 
and as puhlick and declared, as it is fixed beyond 
all power of reformation. So that there is none 
"Tho hears me, that is not as certain as I am, that 
the company, in the fenfe in which it was for- 
l11erly underfiood, has no exifience. The quefiion 
is not, what injury you may do to the proprietors 
of India flock; for thcre are no fuch men to be 
injured. If the aétive ruling part of the company 
who form the general court, who fill the offices, 
and direét the meafures (the refi tell for nothing) 
\vcre perfons ,vho held their flock as a means of 
their fubfiftence, who in the part they took 'vere 
only concerned in the government of India, for 
the rife or fall of their dividend, it \vould be in- 
deed a defeétive plan of policy. The intereft of 
the people ,vho arc governed by them \vould not 
be their primary objeét; perhaps a very fman part 
of their confideration at all. But thcn they 
might \vell be depended on, and perhaps m()re 
than perfons in other refpeéts preferable, for pre
 
venting the peculation of their fervants to their 
own prejudice. Such a body would not eafily 
have left their trade as a fpoil to the avarice of 
thofe who received their wages. But no"
 things 
are totally reverfed. The fiock is of no value, 
w hcthet: 
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whether it be the qualification of a direaor or 
proprietor; and it is impoflìble that it fhould. A 
direétor's qualification may be worth about two 
thoufand five hundred pounds-and the interefi, 
at eight per cent. is about one hundred and fixty 
pounds a year. Of what value is that, \vhether 
it rife to ten, or fall to fix, or to nothing, to hilu 
whofe fon, before he is in Bengal two months, 
and before he defcends the fleps of the council 
chamber, fells the grant of a fingle contracr for 
forty thoufand pounds? Accordingly the fiock is 
bought up in qualifications. The vote is not to 
proteét the flock, but the fiock is bought to ac- 
quire the vote; and the end of the vote is to cover 
and fupport, againfl jufiice, fome man of power 
who has made an obnoxious fortune in India; or 
to maintain in power thofe who are aåually em- 
ploying it in the acquifition of fuch a fortune; 
and to avail themfelves in return of his patronage, 
that he may fhower the fpoils of the eafl, "bar- 
" barick pearl and gold," on them, their families
 
and dependents. So that all the relations of the 
company are not only changed, but inverted. The 
{ervants in India are not appointed by the direc- 
tors, but the direétors are chofen by them. 'fhe 
trade is carried on with their capitals. To them 
the revenues of the country are mortgaged. The 
feat of the fupreme power is in Calcutta. The 
houfe in Leadenhall Street is' nothing more than 
a change for their agents, faltors, and deputies to 
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n1eet in, to take care of their affairs, and fupport 
t heir in tercfls; and this fo avo"vedl y, that \ve fee 
the known agents of the delinquent fcryants mar.. 
fhalling and diièiplining their forces, and the prime 
fpokef1nen in all their affemblies. 
Every thing has followed in this order, and ac. 
cording to the natural train of evcnts. I \\Till 
clofe what I have to fay on the incorrigible condi- 
tion of the cOlllpany, by flating to you a few faas 
that wIll leave no doubt of the obfiinacy of that 
corporation, and of their firength too, in refilling 
the reformation of their fervants. By thefe faé1:s 
you will be enabled to difcover the fole grounds 
upon \v hich they are tenacious of their charter. 
It is now more than t\vo years that, upon ac- 
count of the grofs abufes and ruinous fituation of 
the company's affairs, (which occafioned the cry 
of the whole 'world long before it \vas taken up 
here) that \ve infiituted two committees to inquire 
into the miÍÌnanagcments by \vhich the company's 
affairs had been brought to the brink of ruin. 
T'hefe inquirics had becn l1urfued with unrcmit- 
ting diligence; and a great body of faél:s \vas col- 
leåed and printed for general infonnation. In 
the refult of thofe inquiries, although the com- 
mittees confifl:ed of very different defcriptions, 
they \\'cre uIl.lnimous. They joined in cenfuring 
the conduâ: of the Indian adlninifiration, and en- 
forcing thc refponfibility upon two men, whom 
this 
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this -houfe, in confequence of thefe reports, de. 
dared it to be the duty of the direcrors to remove 
from their ftations, and recal to Great Britain, 
<< hecauft they had ailed in a manner repugnant to the 
" honour and policy oj this nation, and thereby brought 
" great calamities on India, and enormous expenees on 
" tbe Eafl-India company." 
Here \vas no attel11pt on the charter. Here 
was po quefiion of their privileges. To vindicate 
their o\vn honour, to fupport their own interefis, 
to enforce obedience to their own orders; thefe 
were the fole objeét: of the monitory rei(>lution pf' 
this hoqfe. But as foon as the general court could 
affemble, they affembled to dClllonflrate ,vho they 
really were. Regardlefs of the proceedings of this 
houfe, they ordered the direcrors not to carry into 
effeét any refolution they might con1e to for the 
removal of Mr. Hafiings and Mr. Hornby. The 
direcrors, fiill retaining fame fhadow of refpeB: to 
this houfe, inflituted an inquiry themfelves, which 
continued from June to Oétober; and after an at- 
tentive perufal and fun confideration of papers, re- 
Colved to take fieps {or removing the perfons \\1ho 
had been the objecrs of our refolution; but not 
without a violent firuggle againfl evidence. Seven 
direétors went fo far as to enter a protefi againfi 
the vote of their court. Upon this the general 
court takes the alarm; it re-affembles; it orders 
the direcrors to refánd their refolution, that is, 
not 
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bot to recal Mr. Hafiings and Mr. Hornby, and to 
defpife the refolution of the houfe of con1mons. 
'Vithout fo much as the pretence of looking into 
a fingle paper, without the formality of infiituting 
any committee of inquiry, they fuperfeded all the 
labours of their o,vn direé1:ors, and of this houfe. 
It ,viII naturally occur to aík, how it \vas pof. 
fible that they fhould not attempt fome fort of ex- 
an1ination into faRs, as a colour for their refifi- 
ance to a publick authority, proceeding fo very 
deliberately; and exerted, apparently at lcafi, in 
favour of thcir o\\rn? The anf\ver, and the only 
Jnfwer which can be given, is, that they were 
afraid that their true relation íhould be mifiaken. 
They \verc afraid that their patrons and mafiers 
in India íhould attribute their fupport of them to 
an opinion of their CJUre, and not to an attach.. 
ment to their powcr. They werc afraid it íhould 
be fufpeåcd, that they did not mean blindly to 
fupport them in the ufe they made of that po,ver. 
They determined to file\V that they at leafi \vere 
fet againfi reformation; that they \\rere firmly re.. 
folved to bring the territories, the trade, and the 
ftock of the company, to ruin, rather than be 
'wanting in fiJclity to their nonlinal fervants and 
real mafters, in the ways they took to their private 
fortunes. 
Evcn ÍÌnce the beginning of this fd1ìon, the 
fame aét of audacity \\'as repeated s \vith the fame 
drcunifiances 
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circumfiances of contempt of all the decotuln 0 
inquiry on their part, and of all the proceedings 
of this houfe. They again l11ade it a requefi to 
their, favoul'ite, and your culprit, to keep his pofi; 
and thanked and applauded him, \vithout calling 
for a paper which could afford light into the Inerit 
or demerit of the tranL'låion, and \vithout giving 
themfelves a moment's tÍ111e to confider, or even to 
underfiand the articles of the l\laratta peace. The 
fLla is, that for a long tiIlle there \vas a firuggle, 
a faint one indeed, between the company and their 
fervants. But it is a firuggle no longer. For 
fome time the fuperiority has been decided. The 
interefls abroad are becon1e the fettled preponde. 
rating \vcight both in the court of proprietors, 
and the court of direé1:ors. Even the attempt 
you have Inade to inquire into their praétices and 
to reform abufes, has raifed and piqued them to a 
far more regular and fteady fupport. The com.. 
pany has nlade a common caufe, and identified 
themfelves, with the defiroyers of India. They 
have taken on themfelves all that m
fs of enor- 
mity; they are fupporting \vhat you have repro- 
bated; thofe you condelnn they applaud; thofe 
you order home to anfwer for their conduét, they 
requefi to flay, and thereby encourage to proceed 
in their praétices. Thus the fervants of the Eafl:- 
India coolpany triumph, and the reprefentatives of 
the people of Great Britain arc defeated. 


I there. 
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1 therefore conclude, \vhat you all conclude, 
that tbis body, being totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its infiitution, is utterly incorrigible; 
and becaufe they are incorrigible, both in conduéè 
and confiitution, power ought to be taken out of 
their hand:,; jufi on the fame principles on which 
l1ave been made all the jufi changes and revolu- 
tions of government that have taken place fince 
the beginning of the ,vorld. 
I will now Üy a fe\v words to the general prin. 
ciple of the plan which is fet up againfi that of my 
right honourab]e friend. It is to re-commit the 
government of India to the court of direaors, 
Thofe \\'ho ,vould commit the reformation of 
India to the defiroyers of it, are the enemies to 
that reformation. They would make a difiinétion 
between direé1:ors and proprietors, which, in the 
prefent flate of things, does not, cannot exifi. 
But a right honourable gcntleman fays, he would 
keep the prefent government of India in the court 
of direétors; and would, to curb them, provide 
falutary regulations ;-\vonderful ! That is, he 
v:ould appoint the old offenders to correa the old 
offences; and he would render the vicious and 
tbe foolifu wife and virtuous, by falutary regula.. 
tions. tIe \vould appoint the wolf as guardian of 
the fheep; but he has invcnted a curious muzzle, 
by which this proteéting \volf {hall not be able to 
open his jaws abovc an inch or 1\\'0 at the utmoft 
Thu
 



112 


SPEECH ON MR. FO"'S 


Thus his work is finiili.ed. But I tell the right 
honourable gentleman, that controuled depravity is 
not innocence; and that it is not the labour of de- 
linquency in chains, that will correa abufes. \Vill 
thefe gentlemen of the direåion animadvert on 
the partners of their own guilt ? Never did a fc- 
rious plan of amending of any old tyrannical efia. 
bliíhment propofe the authors and abettors of the 
abufes as the reformers of them. If the undone 
people of India fee their old oppre{fors in con- 
firmed power, even by the reformation, they ,viII 
expeét nothing but what they will certainly feel, a 
continuance, or rather an aggravation, of all their 
former fufferings. They look to the feat of po,ver, 
and to the perfons who fill it; and they defpile' 
thofe gentlemen's regulations as n1uch as the gen- 
tlemen do 'who talk of them. 
But there is a cure for every thing. Take away, 
L1.Y they, the court of proprietors, and the court 
of direaors will do their duty. Yes; as they have 
done it hitherto. That the evils in India have 
foldy arifen from the court of proprietors, is 
grofsly falfe. In many of them, the direcrors were 
heartily concurring; in mofi of them, they \vere 
encouraging, and fometimes commanding; in all, 
they were conniving. 
But who are to choofe this 'well-regulated and 
reforming court of direaors?- Why, the very 
proprietors who are excluded from all manage- 
ment, 
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rncnt, for the abufe of their po\ver. They will 
choofe, undoubtedly, out of themfelves, men like 
themfelves; and thofe who are moil forward in re- 
fifiing your authority, thofe \vho are Inofi engaged 
in faB:ion or intert:fl with the delinquents abroad, 
will be the objeB:s of their feledion. But gentle- 
men fay, that when this choice is lnade, the pro- 
prietors are not to interfere in the meafures of the 
direcrors, whilfi thofe direåors are bufy in the 
control of their common patrons and mafiers in 
India. No, indeed, I believe they ,viII not defirc 
to interfere. They will choofe thofe whom they 
know may be trufied, fafely trulled, to aB: in flriél 
conformity to their COUlmon principles, manners, 
meafures, interefis, and conneétions. They will 
want neither monitor nor control. It is not eafy 
to choofe men to acr in conformity to a publick 
intercfi againfi: their private: but a fure dependance 
may be had on thofe who are chofen to forward 
their private interefi:, at the expence of the pub- 
lick. But if the direB:ors fhould flip, and deviate 
into reditude, the punifhment is in the hands of 
the general court, and it \vill fure1y be remembered 
to them at their next eleé1:ion. 
If the government of India wants no refonna- 
tion; but gentlelnen are amufing themfelves \vith 
a theory, conceiving a more democratick or arif.. 
tocratick mode of government for thefe depcn- 
dancies, or if they are in a difpute only about p.l- 
VOL. IV. I tronage; 
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tronage; tIle difpute is \vith me of fo little con- 
cern, that I fhould not take thè pains to utter an 
aflinnative or negative to any propofition in it. 
If it be only for a theoretical amufement that" they 
are to prapofe a bill; the thing is at beft frivolous 
and unneceffary. But if the company's govern- 
l11cnt is not only full of abufe, but is one of the 
mofi: corrupt and deftruétive tyrannies, that pro- 
bably ever exificd in the \vorld, (as I am fure it 
is) what a cruel 1110ckery v:ould it be in me, and 
in thofe who think like me, to propofe this kind 
of relnedy fur this kind of evil! 
I now COllie to the third objeétion, That this 
bill ,,,,ill increafc the influence of the crown. An 
honourable gentleman has demanded of me, ,,,he- 
ther I \\Tas in earn eft ,,-hen I propofed to this houfe 
a plan for the reduétion of that influence. Indeed, 
Sir, I was much, very much, in carneft. IVly heart 
"'as deeply concerned in it; and I hope the publick 
has not loft the effeét of it. p
w far IllY judgment 

Tas right, for what concerned perfonal favour 
and confequence to myfelf, I fhall not prcfulne to 
detennine; nor is its effeét upon me of any mo- 
11lent. Hut as to this bill, whether it increafes 
the influence of the cro,vn, or not, is a qucfiion I 
íhould be aíhamed to aík.. If I am not able to cor- 
rea a fyfiein of opprcffion and tyranny, that goes 
to the utter ruin of thirty millions of my feIlo".- 
creatures and fellow-fubjeå:s, but by fonle increafe 
to 
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to the influence of the crown, I am ready here to 
declare, that I, who have been aéHve to reduce it, 
íhall be at leaft as aB:ive and firenuous to refiore 
it again. I am no lovcr of names; I contend for 
the fubfiance of good and proteåing goverRment, 
let it come from \vhat quartcr it will. 
But I am not obliged to ha.ve recourfe to this 
expedient. Much, very much the contrary. I 
am fure that the influence of the crown will by 
no means aid a reformation of this kind; which 
can neither be originated nor fupported, but by 
the uncorrupt publick virtue of the reprefentatives 
of the people of England. Let it once get into 
the ordinary courfe of adminiílration, and to me 
all hopes of reformation are gone. I am far from 
knowing or believing, that this bill will increafe 
the influence of the crown. We all know, that 
the crown has ever had fome influence in the 
court of direaors; and that it has been extremely 
increafed by the aéts of 1773 and 1780. The 
gentlemen who, as part of their reformation, pro- 
pofe" a more aétive control on the paft 6f the 
" crown," which is to put the direél:ors under a. 
fecretaryof fiate, fpecially named for that pur- 
pofe, mufi know, that their projeét will increafe 
it further. But that old influence has had, and 
the new will have, incurable inconveniences \vhich 
cannot happen under the parliamentary efiablHh. 
ment propofed in this bill. An honourable gentle. 
1 2 ß1an,- 



t 16 


SPE.
cH ON MR. FOX'S 


man, '*' not now in bis place, but who is well ae... 
quainted \vith the India company, and by no means 
a friend to this bill, has told you, that a ll1inifierial 
influence has always been predominant in that 
body; and that to make the direét:ors pliant to 
their purpofes, mininers generally caufed perfons 
meanly qualified to be chofen direétors. According 
to his idea, to fecure fubferviency, they fubmitted 
the company's affairs to the dircétion of incapa- 
city. This ,vas to ruin the company, in order to 
govern it. This was certainly influence in the 
yery worfl form in which it could appear. At beft 
it \Vas cIandeftinc and irrcfponfible. \Vhether this 
,vas done fo 111uch upon fyilem as that gentleman 
fuppofcs, I greatly doubt. But fuch in effea the 
operation of government on that court unquef- 
tionably was; and fuch, under a fimilar confiitu- 
tion, it ,vill be for ever. Miniflers mufl be \vholly 
rellloved from the nlanagement of the affairs of 
India, or they \vill have an influence in its patrorl- 
age. The thing is inevitable. 1'heir fchellle of a 
ne\v fecretary of flate, "with a more vigorous 
" control," is not much better than a repetition of 
the meafurc which \ve know by experience ,viII 
not do. Since the year 1773 and the year 1780, 
the company has been under the control of the 
iecretary of flate's oflìce, and we had then three 
fecretarics of flate. If more than this is done, then 
they annihilate the direaion \vhich they pretend 
· GovernoW" J uhnstone. 


to 



EAST.INDIA BILL. 


117 


to fupport; and they augment the influence of the 
crown, of whofe growth theyaffeB: fo great an 
horrour. But in truth this fcheme of reconciling 
a direåion really and truly deliberative, with an 
office really and fubi1:antially controlling, is a fort 
of machinery that can be kept in order but a very 
íhort time. Either the direB:ors will dwindle into 
derks, or the fecretary of flate, as hitherto has 
been the courfe, \villieave every thing to them, 
often through defign, often through negleét. If 
both fhould affeét aé1:ivity, collifion, procraflina- 
tion, delay, and in the end, utter confufion mufi: 
enfue. 
But, Sir, there is one kind of influence far 
greater than that of the nomination to office. This 
gentlemen in oppofition have totally overlooked, 
although it now exifis in its full vigour; and it 
will do fo, upon their fcheme, in at leafi: as much 
force as it does now. That influence this bill 
cuts up by the roots: I mcan the influence of protec- 
tion. I {hall explain myfelf:-The office given to 
a young man going to India is of trifling con- 
fcquence. But he that goes out an infignificant 
hoy, in a few years returns a great nabob. l\lr. 
Hafiings fays he has two hundred and fifty of that 
kind of raw materials, who expeå to b
 fpcedily 
J11anufacrured into the merchantable quality I men- 
tion. One of thefe gentlemen, fuppofe, returns 
hither, loaded \vith odium and with riches. 'Vhen 
13 he 
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he comes to England, he comes as to a prifon, or 
as to a fanétuary; and either is ready for hÏ111, 
according to his demeanour. What is the influence 
in the grant of any place in India, to that which 
is acquired by the proteétion or compromife \vith 
fuch guilt, and with the cOffilnand of fuch riches, 
under the donlinion of the hopes and fears which 
})ower is able to hold out to every man in that 
condition? That man's whole fortune, half a mil- 
lion perhaps, b
collles an infirurnent of influence, 
without a {hilling of charge to the civil lift; and 
the influx of fortunes which fland in need of this 
proteåion is continual. It works both ways; it 
influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the 
minifier. Compare the influence acquired by ap
 
pointing for inftance even a governour general, 
and that obtained by proteét:ing him. I fhall pufh 
this no further. But I willi gentlemen to roll it a 
little in their own minds. 
The bill before you cuts off this fource of in- 
fluence. Its defign and main fcope is to regulate 
the adminifiration of India upon the principles of 
a court of judicature; and to exclude, as far as 
human prudence can exclude, all poffibility of a 
corrupt p
rtiality, in appointing to office, or fup
 
porting in office, or covering from inquiry and 
punifhment, any perf on who has abufed or {hall 
abufe his authority. At the board, as appointed 
and regulated by this bill, reward and punifllment 
cannot 
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cannot be lhifted and reverfed by a whifper. rrhat 
commiilion becomes fatal to cabal, to intrigue, 
and to fecret reprefentation, thofe inftruments of 
the ruin of India. He that cuts off the means of 
premature fortune, and the power of proteéting 
it when acquired, firikes a deadly blo\v at the 
great fund, the bank, the cJ.pital flock of Indian 
influence, which cannot be vefied any where, or 
in any hands, without nlofi dangerous coníe. 
quences to the publick. 
The third and contradicrory objeétion is, That 
this bill does not increafe the influence of the 
crown. On the contrary, That the jufi power of 
the cro\vn will be Idfcned, and transferred to the 
ufe of a party, by giving the patronage of Indh 
to a commiffion nominatcd by parliament, and in- 
dependent of the crown. The contradiåion is 
glaring, and it ha
 been too well expofed to nlake 
it necdfary for me to infifl upon it. But pailing 
the contradiaion, and taking it 'without any rc- 
lation, of all objcétions that is the mofi extraor- 
dinary. Do not gentlemen know, that the crown 
has not at prefent the grant of a fingle office under 
the company, civil or Inilitary, at home or abroad? 
So far as the crown is concerned, it is certainly 
rather a gainer; for the vacant offices in the nc,v 
commiffion arc to be filled up by the king. 
It is argued as a part of the bill, derogatory to 
the prerogatives of the crown, that the cOlnmif- 
I 4 lioners 
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fioners named in the bill are to continue for a {hort 
term of years, too Ihort in my opinion; and be- 
caufe, during that tillle, they arc not at the mercy 
of every predoininant faétion of the court. Does 
not this objeåion lie againft the prefent direétors; 
none of \vhom are named by the crown, and a 
proportion of whom hold for this ,,-ery term of 
four years? Did it not lie againfl the governour 
general and council named in the aét of ] 773- 
'vho were invefted by name, as the prefent com- 
miffioners are to be appointed in the body of the 
aå of parliament, ,vho ,vere to hold their places 
for a term of terms, and \vere not removable at 
the difcretion of the crown? Did it not lie againft 
the re-appointment, in the year 1780, upon the 
very fame terms ? Yet at none of thefe times
 
,,,hatever other objeéticms the fcheme might be 
liable to, was it fuppofed to be a derogation to the 
jufl prerogtltive of the crown, that a commiffion 
created by acr of parliament Ihould have its mem- 
bers named by the authority which called it into 
exifience? This is not the difpofal by parliament 
of any office derived from the authority of the 
crown, or now difpofable by that authority. It is 
fo far from being any thing new, violent, or alarm- 
ing, that I do not recolleét, in any parliamentary 
comlllif1ìon, down to the commifiìoners of the 
land tax, that it has ever been otherwife. 
The objeétion of the tenure for four years is an 
objeétion 
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objeaion to all places that are not held during 
pleafure; but in that objeétion I pronounce the gen- 
tlemen, fron1 my kno'\Tledge of their cOinplexion 
and of their principles, to be perfcaly in earn ell. 
The party (fay thefe gentlemen) of the minifier 
who propofes this fcheme \vill be rendered po\ver- 
ful by it; for he will name his party friends to the 
com Iniffion. This objeB:ion againfl party is a party 
objeåion; and in this too thefe gentlcmen are 
pcrfealy ferious. They fee that if, by any intrigue, 
they Ihould fuccecd to office, they will lofe the 
dandefline patronage, the true infirUlllent of clan- 
deUine influence, enjoyed in the name of fubfer- 
vient direB:ors, and of ,veal thy trembling Indian 
delinquents. But as often as they are beaten off 
this ground, they return to it again. The miniller 
\viII namc his friends, and pcr[ons of his own party. 
-\VhOlTI fhould he nan1e? Should he naille his 
adverfaries? Should he nalllC thofc \'-Thorn he 
cannot trufi? Should he naille thofe to execute 
his plans, who are the decbred enemies to the 
principles of his reform? His charac1er is here at 
fLike. If he propofes for his o\\?n ends (but he 
never \vill propofe) fuch names as, from their ,vant 
of rank, fortune, charaaer, ability, or knowledge, 
are likely to betray or to fall íhort of their truft, 
he is in an independent houfe of commons; in a 
houfe of COin mons which has, by its own virtue, 
defiroyed 
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defiroyed the infiruments of parliamentary fubfcr- 
vience. This houfe of commons would not en- 
dure the found of fuch names. He would perifh 
by the means which he is fuppofed to purfue for 
the fecurity of his power. The firfl pledge he mull 
give of his fincerity in this great reform, will be in 
the confidence \vhich ought to be repofed in thofe 
nalnes. 
For my part, Sir, in this bufine[" I put all indi- 
rea confidcrations wholly out of my mind. My 
fole quefiion, on each claufe of the bill, amounts 
to this :-Is the meafure propofed required by the 
ncceflìties of India? I cannot confent totally to 
lofe fight of the real wants of the people who are 
the objeéts of it, and to hunt after every matter of 
party fquabble that may be flarted on the feveral 
provifions. On the quefiion of the duration of 
the commiffion I am clear and decided. Can I, 
can anyone who has taken the fmallefi: trouble to 
be informed concerning the affairs of India, amufe 
himfelf with fo firange an imagination, ås that the 
habitual defpotifm and oppreffion, that the mo- 
nopolies, the peculations, the uI.iverfal defiruétion 
of all the legal authority of this kingdom, which 
llave been for t\\renty years maturing to their pre- 
fent enormity, combined with the difiance of the 
fcene, the boldnefs and artifice of de1inquents, 
their combination, their exceffive wealth, and the 
faétion 
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faéHon they have made in England, can be fully 
correaed in a fhorter term than four years ? None 
has hazarded fuch an aifertion-None, who has a 
regard for his reputation, \\rill hazard it. 
Sir, the gentlemen, whoever they are, who 
íhal1 be appointed to this comn1Ìffion, have an un- 
dertaking of magnitude on their hands, and their 
fiability muft not only be, but it muft be thought, 
real;-and who is it 'will believe, that any thing 
íhort of an efiablifnment made, fupported, and 
fixed in its duration, \vith all the authority of par- 
liaillent, can be thought fecure of a reafonable 
fiability? The plan of my honourable friend is the 
reverfe of that of reforming by the authors of the 
abufe. The beft we could expecr from them is, 
that they fhoulJ not continue their ancient per- 
nicious aåivity. To tho[e \ve could think of no- 
thing but applying control; as we are Cure, that 
even a regard to their reputation (if any fuch 
thing exifis in them) ,vould oblige them to cover, 
to conceal, to [uppre[s, and con[equently to pre- 
vent, all cure of the grievances of India. For what 
can be difcovered, which is not to their difgrace? 
Every attempt to corrca an abufe. would be a 
fatire on their former adminiftration. Every man 
they íhould pretend to call to an account, would 
he found their infirument or their accomplice. 
They can nevcr [ee 3. beneficial regulation, but 
with a view to dcfeat it. The ihort:er the tenure 
of 
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of fuch perfons, the better would be the chance of 
fome amendment. 
But the fyftem of the bill is different. It calls 
in perfons in no wife conccrned with any aél: cen- 
fured by par1iament; perfons generated with, 
nd 
for, the reform, of which they are themfelvcs the 
nloft effential part. To thefe the chief regulations 
in the bill are hc1ps, not fetters; they are autho- 
rities to fupport, not regulations to reflrain them. 
From thefe we look for much more than inno- 
cence. }'rom thcfe we expeél: zeal, firmnefs, and 
unremitted aétivity. Their duty, their charaéter, 
binds them to proceedings of vigour; and they 
ought to have a tenure in their office which pre- 
cludes all fear, \vhilft they are aéting up to the 
purpofes of their truft; a tenure \vithout which, 
none will undertake plans that require a feries and 
fyftem of aéts. \Vhen they know that they can- 
not be whifpered out of their duty, that their pub- 
lick conduél: cannot be cenfured without a publick 
difcuflÌon; that the fchemes which they have be- 
gun will not be cOlnmitted to thofe who will have 
an intereft and credit in defeating and difgracing 
them; then we may entertain hopes. The tenure 
is for four years, or during their good behaviour. 
That good behaviour is as long as they are true to 
the principles of the bill; and the judgment is in 
either houfe of parliament. This is the tenure of 
your judges; and the valuable principle of the 
bill 
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bill is to make a judicial adminifiration for India. 
It is to give confidence in the execution of a duty, 
which requires as much perfeverance and forti. 
tude as can fall to the lot of any that is born 
of woman. 
As to the gain by party, from the right honour- 
able gentleman's bill, let it be {hewn, that this 
fuppofed party advantage is pernicious to its ob- 
jeél:, and the objection is of weight; but until this 
is done, and this has not been attempted, I fhall 
confider the fole objeaion, from its tendency to 
promote the interefi of a party, as altogether con.. 
temptible. The kingdom is divided into partics
 
and it ever has been fo divided, and it ever 
;1I 
be fo divided; and if no fyfl:em for relieving the 
fubjcél:s of this kingdom from oppreffion, and 
fnatching its affairs from ruin, can be adopted 
until it is dcmonfirated that no party can derive 
an advantage from it, no good can ever be done 
in this country. If party is to derive an advan- 
tage from the reform of India, C\vhich is more 
than I knovl, or believe) it ought to be that party 
which alone, in this kingdom, has its reputation, 
nay its very being, pledged to the proteåion and 
.prefervation of that part of the empire. Great 
fear is exprcffed, that the commiffioners named in 
this bill will {he\v fome regard to a 111inifl:er out of 
place. To Inen made like the objeaors, this rnuft 
2ppcar crin1inal. Let it however be rClnenlbered 
LV" 
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by others, that if the cûmrniffioners íhould be bis 
friends, they cannot be his fiaves. But depend- 
ants are not in a condition to adhere to friends, 
nor to principles, nor to any uniform line of con- 
òuél:. They may begin cenfors, and be obliged to 
end accomplices. They may be even put under 
the direéHon of thofe whom they \vere appointed 
to puniíh. 
The fourth and laft objeél:ion is, That the bill 
v.rill hurt publick credit. I do not know ,,-hether 
this requires an anfwer. But if it does, look to 
your foundations. The finking fund is the pillar 
of credit in this country; and let it not be forgot, 
that the difireffes,owing to the miftnanagen1ent of 
the Eaft India company, have already taken a mil- 
lion fro111 that fund by the non-paYl11ent of duties. 
The bills dra\vn upon the company, \vhich are 
about four millions, cannot be accepted \vithout 
the confent of the treafury. The treafury, aéting 
under a parliamentary truft and authority, pledges 
the publick for thefe millions. If they pledge the 
publick, th
 puLlick muft have a fecurity in its 
hands for the managelllent of this interefi:, or the 
national credit is gone. For otherwi[e it is not 
only the Eafi India company, \\rhich is a great in- 
tereft, that is undone, but, clinging to the fecurity 
of all your funds, it drags down the refi, and the 
\\>hole fabrick perifhes in one ruin. If this bill does 
not provide a direétion of integrity and .of ability 
COl11petent 
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competent to that trull, the objeaion is fatal. If 
it does, publick credit mufl depend on the fupport 
of the bill. 
It has been faid, if you violate this charter, what 
fecurity has the charter of the bank, in which pub- 
lick credit is fo deeply concerned, and even the 
charter of London, in ,vhich the rights of fo n1any 
fubjeéts are involved? I anfwer, In the like cafe 
they have no fecurity at all-No-no fecurity at 
all. If the bank fhould, by every fpedes of mif.. 
management, fall into a flate fimilar to that of the 
Eafi India company; if it fhould be oppreffed with 
demands it could not anfwer, engagements which 
it could not perform, and with bills for \vhich it 
could not procure payment ; no charter íhould 
proteB: the mifmanagement from correaion, and 
fuch publick grievances from redrefs. If the city 
of London had the means and ,vill of defiroying 
an empire, and of cruelly oppreffing and tyranniz- 
ing over millions of men as good as themfclves, 
the charter of the city of London íhould prove no 
fanétion to fuch tyranny and fuch oppreffion. 
Charters are kept, \vhen their purpofes are main- 
tained: they are violated, when the privilege is 
fupported againfi its cnd and its objeét. 
Now, Sir, I have finifhed all I propofed to f:1y, 
as my reafons for giving illY vote to this bill. If 
I am \vrong, it is not for want of pains to kno\v 
what is right. This pledge, at leafi, of Iny rec- 
titude I have given to my country. 


And 
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And now', having done my duty to the bíl1, 
let me fay a word to the author. I fhould leave 
him to his o,vn noble fentimcnts, if the unworthy 
and illiberal language with which he has been 
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary Ii. 
berty, did not make a fe\v words neceffary; not 
fo much in jufiice to him, as to my o\vn feelings. 
I muft fay then, that it will be a difiinétion 110. 
nourable to the age, that the rcfcue of the grcJ.teft 
number of the hunlan race that ever \vere fo griev.. 
oully opprcffed, from the grcateft tyranny that 
,vas ever exercifed, has fallen to the lot of abilities 
and difpofitions equal to the talk; that it has fallen 
to bne \vho has the enlargen1ent to cOlnprehend, 
the fpirit to undertake, and the eloquence to fup- 
port, fo great a mcafure of hazardou:) benevolence. 
His fpirit is not owing to his ignorance of the flate 
of men and things; he ,veIl knows \"hat fnares 
are fpread about his path, frolu perianal anhnofity, 
frolll court intrigues, and poflìbly from popular 
delufion. But he has put to hazard his eafe, his 
fecurity, his intereft, his power, even his darling 
popularity, for the benefit of a people whom he 
has never feen. This is the road that all heroes 
have trod before him. He is traduced and abufed 
for his fuppofed motives. He will relncmber, that 
obloquy is a neceffary ingredient in the compofi. 
tion of all true glory: hc \vill renlember, that it 
'was not only in the Roman cufioms, but it is in 
the nature and confiitution of things) that calumny 
and 
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and atufe are eiTential p.lrts of triumph. Thefe 
thoughts will fupport a mind, \vhich only exifis 
for honour, under the burthen of temporary re. 
proach. He is doing indeed a great gcod; fuch a
 
rarely falls to the lot, and almofi. as rarely coin- 
cides \vith the delìres, of any n1an. Let him ufe 
hi5 tiine. Let biln give the ,vhole length of the 
reins to his benevolence. He is now on a great 
enlinence, ",-here the eyes of mankind are turned 
to hilll. He nlay live long, he may do much. 
But here is the fUInrnit. He never can exceed 
what he does this day. 
fIe has faults; but they are faults that, though 
they may in a f1nall degree tarnifh the lufire, and 
fometÏ1nes i1l1pede the Inarch of his abilities, have 
nothing in then1 to extinguiíh the fire of great vir. 
tues. In tho[e faults, there is no nlixture of de. 
ceit, of hypocrify, of pride, of ferocity, of COlll- 
p1cxional defpotifm, or \vant of feeling för the dif- 
treffes of mankind. IIis are faults which n1ight 
exifi in a de[cendant ofI-lenry the Fourth of France, 
as they did exifi in that father of his country. 
IIcnry the Fuurth wiilted that he Inight live to íèe 
a fowl in the pot of every pca[ant in his kingdom. 
That fcntÎ1ncnt of hOlnely benevolence was \\'orth 
all the fplendirl flyings that are recorded of kings. 
But he \vifhed perhaps for more than could be ob. 
tained, and the goodncfs of the man exceeded the 
power of the king. But this gentleman, a fubjeEt, 
VOL. IV. K In.1r 
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may this day L1.Y this at leafi, with truth, tbat he 
fccurcs the rice in his pot to every man in India. 
1\ poet of antiquity thought it one of the firft dif- 
tinétions to a prince WhOITI he meant to celebrate, 
that through a long fucceffion of generations, he 
had been the progenitor of an able and virtuous 
dtizen, ,vho bv force of the arts of P eace had 
- , 
corredcd governnlcnts of oppreffion, and fuppref- 
f
d \vars of rapine. 


Indole proh quanta juvenis, qnantumque daturus 
.Ausoniæ populis, ventura in !iæcula civem. 
Ille Slll't'J;' Gangem, super exauditus et InJos, 
Implebit terras voce; et furialia bella 
Fulmine compescct linguæ.- 


TI1Ïs \vag \vhat was [aid Ðf the predeceffor of the 
only perfon to whofe eloquence it does not wrong 
that of the mover of this bill to be cOIl1pared. But 
the Ganges and the Indus are the patrimony of 
the fame of my honourable friend, and not of 
Cicero. I confe[", I anticip:tte with joy the re,vard 
of thoiè, \V hofe \vhole confèquence, po\ver, and 
authority, exift only for the benefit of lnankind; 
anrl I carry my mind to all the people, and all the 
na111es and defcriptions, t1l:lt, relieved by this bill, 
will bIef" the hhours of this p.lrliament, and the 
confidence which the heft houte of COlll111ons has 
O',,-en to hiln \vho the beft deferves it. The little 
t'I 
cayil:; of 11arty win not be h
.1rd, ,,-here freedoiTI 
aI1d 
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and happinefs will be felt. There is not a tonguet 
a nation, or religion in India, which \vill not bIefs 
the prefiding care and manly beneficence of this 
houfe, and of hiln who propofes to you this great 
work. Your names will never be feparated before 
the throne of the Divine Goodnefs, in \vhatever 
language, or with ,vhatever rites, pardon is afked 
for fin, and re
\'ard for thofe who imitate the God- 
head in his univerfal bounty to his creatures. 
Thefe honours you deferve, and they \vill furely 
be paid, whcn all the jargon of influence, and 
party, and patron:lge, are [wept into oblivion. 
I have [poken ,vlut I think, and what I feel, of 
the 1110ver of this bill. An honourable friend of 
Jnine, fpeJking of his n1erits, ,vas charged with 
having made a fiudied panegyrick. I don't kno\\ 
"That his \V:lS. Mine, I am fure, is a flu died pa- 
negyrick; the fruit of much meditation; the rc- 
1ult of the ob[crvation of near twenty years. Fcn. 
my o\\'n part, I am happy th,lt I have lived to fee 
d1Ïs day; I feel nlyíclf overp.lid fur the labours of 
eighteen years, \\'hen, at this hte period, I am able 
to take Iny !hare, by one hUIl1ble vote, in ddhoy- 
ing a tyranny that exifis to the difgrace of thi'Ì 
nation, and the deftruétion of fo large a part of 
the human [pedes. 


1\:2 
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PRE F ACE. 


T HE reprefentation no\v giyen to the publick 
relates to forne of the moil dTential privi- 
leges of the houfe of commons. It would appear 
of little iinportance, if it \vere to be judged by its 
reception in the place where it was propofed. 
There it \vas rejeåed ,vithout debate. The fub.. 
jea matter may, perhaps, hereafter appear to 
merit a more ferious confideration. Thinking 
Inen 'win fcarcely regard the penal diffolution of 
a parliament as a very trifling concern. Such a 
diffolution mufl: operate forcibly as an example; 
and it much imports the people of this kingdo111 
to confider \vhat leffon that example is to teach. 
The late houfe of COlnmons was not accufcd of 
an interefied (:ompliance to the will of a court. 
The charge againfi them was of a different nature. 
They were charged with being aétuated by an ex- 
travagant fpirit of independency. This [pecies of 
offence is fo clofe1y conneéted with merit; this 
vice bears fo near a refemblance to virtue; that 
the flight of a houfe of commons above the ex- 
aå temperate n1cdium of independence, ought to 
K 4 be 
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be correétIy afccrtained, lefi ",'e give encourage.. 
ment to di!þofitions of a lefs generous nature, and 
]efs fafe for the people; \ve ought to call fer very 
folid and convincing proofs of the exil1ence, and 
of the magnitude too of the evils, which are charg- 
ed to an independent fpirit, before 'we give fanc- 
tion to any meafure, that by checking a fpirit fo 
eafily damped, and fo hard to be excited, lTIay af- 
fcc1 tl1e liberty of a part of our confiitution, which, 
if not free, is \vorfe than ufe1efs. 
The Editor docs not deny, that by poffiLility 
fuch an abufe may exifi: but primá frollte, there 
is no reafon to prefU111e it. The houfe of com- 
Inons is not, by its complexion, peculiarly fubjeå 
to the difiempers of an independ
nt habit. Very 
little compulfion is necdfary, on the part oJ the 
people, to render it abundantly c0111pb.if.lnt to rni- 
nifters and favourites of all ddèriptions. It re- 
quired a great length of tim.e, very confiderable 
indufiryand perfeverJ.nce, no vulgar policy, the 
union of Inany men and many telnpers, and the 
concurrence C1f events which do not happen every 
day, to build lJp an independent houfe of com- 
mons. Its delllolitiQn was accOlnplifhed in a mo- 
ment; and it was the work of ordinary hands. 
But tp confiruét is a matter of fkill; to delnolifil, 
force and fury arc fufficicnt! 
The l.1te houfe of commons tJJS been puniilied 
for its independence. That exan1ple is made. 
I lave 
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Have \ve an example on record, of a houfe of com- 
mons punifhed for its fervility? The rewards of 
a fenate fa difp01èd, are manifeft to the 'world. 
Several gentlemen are very defirous of altering the 
conftitution of the houfe of commons: but they 
muft alter the frame and confiitution of human 
nature itfelf, before they can fo fafhion it by any 
mode of ekétion, that its condua will not be in- 
fluenced by rew
rd and puni:fhment; by fanle, and 
by difgrJ.ce. If there examples take root in the 
rnind<, of men, what 111embers hereafter ,,,:ill be 
bold enout;h not to be corrupt? Efpeciallyas the 
king's high-way of obfequioufnefs is [0 very broad 
and eafy. To make a paffive meillber of parlia- 
ment, no dignity of mind, no principles of ho- 
nour, no re[olution, no ability, no induflry, no 
learning, no experience are in the lcaft degree ne- 
ceíTary. To defend a poft of importance againft a 
po\verful enelny, requires an Elliot; a drunken 
invalid is qualified to hoift a white flag, or to de- 
liver up the keys of the fortrefs on his knees. 
The gentlemen chofen into this parlianlent, for 
the purpofe of this furrender, ,vere bred to better 
things; and are no doubt qualified for other fer- 
vice. But for this firenuous exertion of inaél:i- 
vity, for the vigorous talk of fubmiffion and paf- 
five obedience, all their learning and ability are rJ.- 
ther a matter of perf anal ornanlcnt to themfdves, 
than 
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than of the leafi ufe in the performance of their 
duty. 
The prefent furrender, therefore, of rights and 
privileges, without examination, and the refolu- 
tion to fupport any minifier given by the fecret 
advifers of the crown, determines not only on all 
the power and authority of the haufe, but it fetties 
the charaåer and defcription of the men who are 
to compofe it; and perpetuates that charaB:er as 
long as it may be thought expedient to keep up a 
phantom of popular reprefentation. 
It is for the chance of fome an1endment b
fore 
this new fettlement takes a permancnt form, and 
while the matter is yet [oft and duaile, that the 
Editor has republHhed this piece, :lnd added fome 
notes and explanations to it. His intentions, he 
hopes, will excufe him to the original mover, and 
to the world. He acrs from a firong fenfe of the 
incurable ill effeB:s of holding out the conducr of 
the late houfe of commons, as an example to be 
fhunned by future reprefentatives of the people. 


l\10TION 



MOTION 


II.ELATIVE TO TH
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- 


Lun
, 14 0 Die Junij, 1784. 


A lVIOTION was made, Tbat a reprefentation 
be prefcnted to his roajefty, moft humbly 
to offer to his royal confideration, that the ad- 
drefs of this houfe, upon his. majefiy's fpeech from 
the throne, \vas diétated foldy by our conviB:ion 
of his majefiy's o\vn moil: gracious intentions to- 
wards his people, ,vh.ich, as we feel \vith gratitude,. 
fo we a.re ever ready to acknowledg
 with cheat- 
fulnef:i a.ud fatisfaB:ion. 
Impreífed ,vith thefe fentiments, we \\?ere will- 
ing to feparate from our general expreffions of 
duty, ref pea, and veneration to his majefiy's royal 
perf on 
nd his princely virtues, all difcuffion what- 
ever, with relation to feveral of the matters fug- 
gefted, and fcveral of the e...
preffions employed in 
tha t fpcech. 


That 
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That it was not fit or becoming, that any de- 
cided opinion íhould be formed by his faithful 
COlnmons, on that fpeech, ,,"ithout a degree of de- 
liberation adequate to the importance of the ob. 
jecr. H.lving afforded ourfelves due time for that 
ddiberation, 've do no\v 1110fi humbly beg leave 
to reprefent to his nl:ljefiy, that, in the fpeech from 
the throne, his n1Ïnifiers have thought proper to 
ufe a language of a very alanning import, unau- 
thorized by the praB:ice of good tiIlles, and irre- 
concileable to the principles of this government. 
Humbly to exprefs to his Inajcfiy, that it is the 
privilege and duty of this houfc to guard the con- 
fiitution from all infringen1ent on the part of 111i. 
nificrs; and \\'henever the occafion requires it, 
to 'warn them againfi any abufe of the authorities 
committed to them: but it is very lately,
 that 
in a l11anner not more unfeemly than irregular 
and prepofierous, minifiers have thought proper, 
by admonition from the throne, implying difiruft 
and reproach, to convey the expeét:ations of the 
people to us, their fole reprcfentatives;+ and have 


,. See King's Speech, Dec. 5, 178z, and !\ray 19, Ij8-t-. 
t u I wi}( never fubmit to tbe do8:rines I have heard this day 
from the woolfé1ck, that the other houfe [houfe of commons] are 
the only reprefentatives and guardians of the people's rights; I 
boldly maintain the contrary-I fay this houfe [houfe of lords] 
is equal,!! the repreJi..71tativtS of the ppople." Lord Shclhumc'sfpccch, 
April 8, 17;8. Vide Parliamentar!/ RegiJler, vol. 10, page 39z. 
prcfumed 
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prefumed to caution us, the natural guardians of 
the confiitution, againfl: any infringeillent of it on 
our parts. 
This dangerous innovation we, his faithful com- 
mons, think it our duty to mark; and as thef
 
adn10nitions from the throne, by their frequent 
repetition, f
em intended to lead gradually to the 
eLb.blifhIllcnt of an ufage, we hold our[clves bound 
thus folenlnly to protefi againfi them. 
This houfc will bc, as it ever ought to be, anxi- 
ouily attentive to the inclinations and interefls of 
its confiitucnts: nor do ,ve defire to flraiten any 
of the avenues to the throne, or to either houfe 
of parliament. But the ancient order, in ,\"hich 
the rights of the people have been exerci[ed, is 
not a refl:riétion of there rights. It is a l11ethod 
providently framed in favour of thofe privileges, 
which it preferves and enforces by keeping in that 
cour[e which has been found the 1110fi effeétual for 
an[wcring thcir ends. IIis majefty may receive 
the opinions and willies of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their 
feJ.Is, as expreffing their own particular fen[e: and 
he may grant fuch redrefs as the legal puwcrs of 
the crown cnable the cro\\'n to afford. Thi:i, and 
tZ1C other houfc of parliament, may a1fo receive the 
,viíhes of [uch corporations and individuals by 
petition. The collccrive fcnfe of his people his 
majeUy is to reccive fr01n his COllllllons in parlia- 
Incnt 
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Inent affeIllbled. It would defiroy the whole fpirit 
of the conftitution, if his cotnmons ""ere to receive 
that fenfe frOlll the minifters of the crown, or to 
admit theln to be a proper or a regular channel 
for conveying it. 
That the minifters in the faid fpeech declare, 
"His majefty has a juft and confident reliance, 
" that ,ve (his faithful commons) are animated 
"with the fame fentiments of loyalty, and the 
" fame attachment to our excellent confiitution, 
" which he had the happinefs to fee fo fully l11ani- 
" fefted in every part of the kingdom." 
To reprefent, that his faithful commons have 
never failed in loyalty to his majefty. It is new 
to thelll to be reminded of it. It is unnecefTary 
and invidious to prefs it upon theln by any ex- 
ample. This recommendation of loyalty, after his 
tnajefty has fat for fo many years, ,vith the fun 
fupport of all defcriptions of his fubjeB:s, on the 
throne of this kingdoln, at a time of profound 
peace, and '\vithout any pretence of the exiftence 
or apprehenfion of '\var or confpiracy, becomes 
in itfe1f a fource of no fn1all jealoufy to his faithful 
commons; as many circumftances' lead us to ap- 
prehend that therein the minifiers have reference 
to fome other rneafures and principles of loyalty, 
and to forne other ideas of the conflitution, than 
the laws require, ör the praél:ice of p:l1'lian1ent will 
adlnit. 


No 
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No regular communication of the proofs of 
loyalty and attachment to the conflitutÏon, allude 
ed to in the fpeech from the throne, have been laid 
before this houfe, in order to enable us to judge 
of the nature, tendency, or occafion of them; or 
in what particular aél:s they were difplayed; but 
if we are to fuppofe the manifeftatÏons of loyalty 
(which are held out to us as an exaulple for imita- 
tion) confifi: in certain addreffes delivered to his 
Inajefly, pronlifing fupport to his majefiy in the 
f'xercife of his prerogative, and thanking his 1113.- 
jefiy for removing certain of bis minifters, on ac- 
count of the votes they have given upon bills de- 
pending in parliament,-if this be the example of 
loyalty alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, 
then we mull beg leave to exprefs our ferious con- 
cern for the imprdIìon which has been made on 
any of our fellow'.fubjeas by mifreprefentations, 
which have feduced them into a feeming approba- 
tion of proceedings fubverÍÌ.ve of their own free- 
dom. \Ve conceive, that the opinions delivered 
in thefe papers were not 'well confidered; nor 
,vere the panics duly infonned of the nature of 
the matters on which they \\.rerc called to deter.. 
ß1inc, nor of thofe proceedings of padi41.I11ent 
which they \\'cre led to cenfure. 
\Ve fllall aéè morc advifcdly.-The loyalty we 
fuall manifeH: will not be the f.1.Ille \vith theirs; 
but, we trull, it ",-ill be equ.llly finccre, and more 
enlightened 
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enlightened. It is no {light authority which íhal1 
perfuade us (by receiving as proofs of loyalty the 
mifiaken principles lightly taken up in thefe ad.. 
dreffe')) obliquely to crÏ1ninate, with the heavy and 
ungrounded charge of difioyalty and difaffeétion, 
an uncorrupt, independent, and reforming parlia. 
mente * Above all, we fhall take care that none 
of 


'At In that parliament the houfe of commons by two feveral re- 
folutions put an end to the American war. ] mmediately on the 
change of minifiry, which enfued, in order to fecure their own 
independence, and to prevent the accumulation of new burthens 
on the people by the gTOwth of a civil lifl debt, they paífed the 
efiablifument bill. By that bill thirty-fix offices tenable by mem.. 
bers of parliament were fuppreWed; and an order of payment 
was framed, by which the growth of any frefh debt was rendered 
impraét:icable. The debt on the civillifi from the beginning of 
the prefent reign had amounted to one million three hundred 
thoufand pounds and upwards. Another ad: was paífed for re- 
gulating the office of the paymafier general, and the offices fub- 
ordinate to it. A mi1lion of puhlick money had fometimes been 
in the hands of the paymafiers: this aét: prevented the poffibility 
of any money whatfoever being accumulated in that office in fu- 
ture. The offices of the exchequer, \\ hofe emoluments in time 
of war were exccfflve, and grew in exaét: proportion to the pub- 
Jick burthens, were regulated; fome of them fuppreífed, and the 
refl reduced to fixed fataries. To fecure the freedom of eleét:iol1 
a
ainfl the crown, a bill was paWed to difqualify all officers con- 
cerned in the colleétion of the revenue in any of its branches 
{rom voting in elcétions; a moil important aét:, not only with 
rQgard to its primary objeét, the freedom of eleélion, but as ma- 
terially forwarding the due co\leéHon ('f revenue. For the fame 
end, l the pref
rvin6 the freedom of eleétion) the houfe refcinded 
the 


- 
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of the rights and privileges, always claimed, and 
lìnce the acceffion of his majefiy's illufirious family 
confiantly exercifed by this houfe (and which we 
hold and exercife in trufi for the COlllIDons of 
Great Britain, and for their benefit) {hall be con- 
firuéHvely furrendered, or even \veakened and im- 
paired under ambiguous phrafes, and implications 
of cenfure on the late parliamentary proceedings. 
If thefe claims are not well-founded, they ought 
to be honefily abandoned; if they are juft, they 
ought to be fteadily and refolutely maintained. 
Of his majefly's own gracious difpofition to- 
wards the true principles of our free conftitution, 
his faithful commons never did, or could enter- 
tain a doubt: but we humbly beg leave to exprefs 


the famous judgment relative to the l\lidùlefex elettion, and ex- 
punged it from the journals. On the principle ef reformation 
of their own houfe, conneéted with a principle of publick reco- 
nomy, an aét paffed for rendering contraétors with government 
incapable of a feat in parliamer.t. The India Bill, (unfortunately 
loft in the houfe of lorùs) purfued the fame idea to its comple- 
tion; and difabled all fervants of the Eafi India company from 
a feat in that houfe for a certain time, and until th
ir conduét 
was examined into and cleared. The remedy of infinite corrup- 
tions and of infinite difl)rùers and oppreffions, dS well as the fecu- 
lity of the motl important objeéts ofpubliLkreconomy, perilhed 
with that bill and that parliament. That parliament alfo infi:i- 
luted a committee to inquire into the colleétion of the revenue 
in all its branches, which profecuted its duty with great vigour; 
and fuggefted feveral material improvements. 


VOL. IV. 
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to 



146 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 
to his majefiy our uneafinefs concerning other 
new and unufual expreffions of his minifiers, de- 
claratory of a refolution " to fupport in their jlffl 
" halance, the rights and privileges of every branch 
" of the legifiature." 
It \vere defirable that all hazardous theories con- 
cerning a balance of rights and privileges (a mode 
of expreffion \vbolly foreign to parliamentary 
ufage) might have been forborne. His majeUy's 
faithful commons are well inflruB:ed in their own 
rights and privileges, \vhich they are determined 
to maintain on the footing upon \vhich they were 
handed down from their ancefiors: they are not 
unacquainted with the rights and privileges of the 
Jloufe of peers; and they know and refpeB: the 
lawful prerogatives of the crown: but they do 
not think it fafe to adillit any thing con
erning 
the exifience of a balance of thofe rights, privi- 
leges, and prerogatives; nor are they able to dif- 
ccrn to what objeB:s minifiers .would apply their 
fiaion of balance; nor what they would confide
 
as a juft one. Thefe unauthorized doarines have 
a tendency to fiir improper difcuffions; and to lead 
to mifchievous innovations in the conflitutÏon. *' 
That 


=AIo If thefe fI)eculati:>ns arc let loofe, the houfe of lords may 
quarrel with their {hare of the legiflature, as being limited with 
regard to the origination of grants to the crown anc1 the origina:.. 
ti()ß of money bi1l
. The ad,"iièrs of the crown may think pro- 
f per 
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That his faithful commons moft humbly re- 
commend, inftead of the inconfiderate fpecula- 
tions of unexperienced men, that on all occafions, 
refort 


per to bring its negative into ordinary ufe; and even to difpute, 
whether a mere negative, compared with the deliberative power, 
exercifed in the other houfes, be fuch a fhare in the legiflature, 
as to produce a due balance in favour of that branch; and thus 
jufiify the previous interference of the crown, in the manner 
lately ufed. The following will ferve to {hew how much foun- 
dation there is for great caution, concerning thefe novel fpecula- 
tions. Lord Shelburne, in his celebrated fpeech, April 8th, 
1778, expreífes himfelf as follows: Vide Parliamentary Regijler, 
vol. x. 
" The noble and learned lord on the woolfack, in the debate 
" which opened the bufinefs of thi5 day, affcrted that your lord- 
" íhips were incompetent to make any alteration in a money 
" bill, or a biB of fupply. I íhould be glad to fee the matter 
" fully and fairly difcuff'ed, and the fubj('ét; brought forward am} 
U argued upon precec1ent, as well as all its collateral relations. 
4' I íhoulcl be plealec1 to fee the quefiion fairly committed, were 
" it ff)r no other reafon, but to hear the fleek fmooth contrac- 
U tors from the other houfe, come to this bar and declare, that 
u they, anù they only, couldframe tl mOl1ey bill; and they, and 
u they Oll
lf, could difþofc of the property oftlte peers cif Gr
at Bri- 
H lain, Perhaps fome arguments more plaufible than thofe I 
u hearù this day from the woolfack, to thew that the commons 
" have an uncomrolable, unqualiefid right, to bind your lord- 
" íhips' property, may be urged by them. At prefent, I beg 
" leave to differ from the noble and learned lord; for until the 
U claim, after a folemn difcuffion of the houfe, is openly and 
" direétly relinquiíhed, I íhall continue to be of opinien, that 
" your IOIdthips have a right to aller, fl1llClUf, or rejeét a money 
" bin." 


L
 


The 



145 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 
refort íhould be had to the happy praaice of par- 
liament, and to thofe folid maxims of governlllCnt 
which have prevailed fince the acceffion of his Ina- 
jefiy's illuftrious family, as furniíhing the only 
fafe principles on which the crown and parliament 
can proceed. 
We think it the more nece{fary to be cautious 
on this head, as, in the Iaft parliament, the prefent 
miniflers had thought proper to countenance, if 
not to fuggefi, an attack upon the moft clear and 
undoubted rights and privileges of this houfe.. 
Fearing 
The duke of Rrcnmond alfo, in his letter to the volunteers of 
Ireland, fpeaks of feveral of the powers exercifed by the houfe 
of commons, ill the light of ufurpations; and his gract" is of 
opinion, that when the people are refiored to what he concr.ives 
to be their rights, in eleéìing the houfe of commons, the other 
branches of the legiílature ought to be refiored to theirs. Vide 
Rt1l1cm6rancer, vol. .xvi. 
· By an aét of parliament, the dire\
ors of the Eafi India 
company are refirained from acceptance of bi]]s drawn fron
 
India, beyond a certain amount, without the confen,t of the com- 
mitfioncrs of the treafury. The late houfe of commons finding 
bills to an immenfe amount, drawn upon that body by their fer- 
vants abroad, and knowing their circumfiances to be exceedingly 
doubtful, came to a refolution providently cautioning the lords of 
the treafury againfi the acceptance of thefe biUs, until the houfe 
íhould otherwife direéì. The court lords then took occaíìon to 
rleclare againfl: the refolution as illegal, by the commons under- 
taking to direéì in the execution of a trufi created by act of par- 
liament. The houfe jufily alarmed at this refolution, which 
went to the defiruction of the whole of its fuperintel1ding capa- 
city, 
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Fearing, from thefe extraordinary admonitions, 
and from the new doétrines, which [eem to have 
diB:ated feveral unufual expreffions, that his ma- 
jefly has been abufed by falfe reprefentations of the 
late proceedings in parliament, we think it our 
duty refpeB:fully to inform his majefiy, that no 
attempt whatever has been made againfi his la\v- 
{ul prerogatives, or againfi the rights and privi- 
leges of the peers, by the late houfe of commons, 
in any of their addreffes, votes, or refolutions: 
neither do we know of any proceeding by bill, in 
\vhich it was propofed to abridge the extent of his 
royal prerogative: but, if fuch provifion had ex- 
ified in any bill, we protefi, and ,ve dcclare, againft 
all fpeeches, aéts or addrdres, from any perfons 
whatfoever, which have a tendency to confider 
fuch bills, or the perfons concerncd in them, as 
jufi objeB:s of any kind of cenfure and puniíhment 
from the throne. N eceffary refoflllations may 
hereafter require, as they have frequently done in 
former times, limitations and abridgments, and 


city, and particularly in matters relative to its own province of 
money, dire8:ed a committee to fearch the jeurnals, and they 
found a regular rerics of precedents, commencing from the re- 
motefi of thore records, and carried on to that day, by which it 
appeared, that the houfe interfered by an authoritative advice and 
admonition, upon every at! of executive government without ex- 
ception; and in many much aronger cales than that which the 
lords thought proper to quarrel with. 
L 3 in 
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in forne cafes an entire extinéìion of forne branch 
of prerogative. If bills íhould be improper in the 
form in which they appear in the houfe where 
they originate, they are liable, by the wifdom of 
this conftitution, to be correåed, and even to be 
totally fet afide, e1fewhere. This is the known, 
the legal, and the fafe remedy: but "vhatever, by 
the manifeftation of the royal difpleafure, tends to 
intimidate individual members from propofing, 
or this houfe from receiving, debating, and pair- 
ing bills, tends to prevent even the beginning of 
every reformation in the fiate; and utterly de- 
firoys the deliberative capacity of parliament.- 
We therefore claim, demand, and infift upon it, 
as our undoubted right, that no perfons fhall be 
deemed proper objeét:s of anilnadverfion by the 
crown, in any mode whatever, for the votes 
which they give, or the propofitions which they 
make, in parlial11ent. 
We humbly conceive, that befides its :lhare of 
the legiflative power, and its right of impeach- 
ment, that by the law and ufage of parliament, 
this houfe has other powers and capacities, which 
it is bound to maintain. This houfe is airured, 
that our humble advice on the exercife of prero- 
gative will be heard with the falne attention with 
which it has ever been regarded; and that it will 
be followed by the fame effecrs which it has ever 
produced, during the happy and glorious reigns 
of 
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of his majefty's royal progenitors; not doubting 
but that, in all thofe points, we {hall be confidered 
as a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
not l11erely as an accufer of competence to crimi- 
nate. '*' This houfe claims both capacities; and 
\ve truft that we !hall be left to our free difcretion 
which of them we {hall employ as beft calculated 
for his majefiy's, and the national fervice.- When- 
ever we íhall fee it expedient to offer our advice 
concerning his majefly's fervants, who are thofe 
of the publick, we confidently hope, that the per- 
fonal favour of any minifier, or any fet of l11ini- 
fiers, will not be more dear to his lTIajefiy, than 
the credit and charaB:er of a houfc of comillons. 
It is an experiment full of peril to put the repre- 
fentative wifdolll and jufiice of his majefiy's people 
in the wrong; it is a crooked and defperate de- 
fign, leading to mifchief, the extent of which no 
human wifdom can forefee, to attempt to form a 
prerogative party in the nation, to be reforted to 
as occaíìon íhall require, in derogation from the 
authority of the commons of Great Britain in par- 
li.unent affembled: it is a contrivance full of dan- 
ger, for miniflers to fet up the reprefentative and 


'J\I u J obferve at the fame time, that there is no charf!e or 

m.nlnillt fuggefied againfi. my prefent minifiers." - The king'. 
l1Jifu>cr, 23th Ft:brullr!l 1781-, to the addrl'ß of the hOlljè rif commolls. 
Vide Rtjù/uliom' (1' the 1J00ife of Commolls,prinh'dfùr Debrctl, p.31. 
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confiituent bodies of the commons of this king- 
dom as two feparate and diflinB: po\vers, formed 
to counterpoifc each other, leaving the preference 
in the hands of fecret advifers of the crown. In 
fuch a fituation of things, thefe advifers, taking 
advantage of the differences which may acciden- 
tallyarife, or may purpofely be fomented behveen 
them, \viU have it in their choice to refort to the 
one or the other, as may bell fuit the purpofes of 
their finifier ambition. By exciting an emulation 
and conteft between the reprefentative and the 
conflituent bodies, as parties contending for credit 
and influence at the throne, facrifices ,vill be made 
by both; and the \vhole can end in nothing elfe 
than the deflruaion of the dearefi rights and liber- 
ties of the nation. If there mull be another mode 
of conveying the colleB:ive fenfe of the people to 
the throne than that by the houfe of comrnons, it 
ought to be fixed and defined, and its authority 
ought to be fettled: it ought not to exifi in fo pre- 
carious and dependent a flate as that minifiers 
fhould have it in their power, at their own mere 
pleafure, to acknowledge it with refpeB:, or to re- 
jeé1: it wi th fcorn. 
It is the undoubted prerogative of the crown 
to diffolve parliament; but we beg le.ave to lay 
before his majefly, that it is, of all the trufis vefi- 
ed in his majefiy, the moll critical and delicate, 
and that in which this houfe has the moft reafoD 
to 
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to require, not only the good faith, but the fa- 
vour of the crown. His commons are not always 
upon a par with his minifters in an application to 
popular judgment: it is not in the power of the 
members of this houfe to go to their electio.9--at 
the moment the mofi favourable for them. It is 
in the power of the cro
Yn to choofe a time for 
their diíTolution whilfi great and arduous matters 
of flate and legiilation are depending, which may 
be eardy mifunderfiood, and which cannot be fully 
eXplained before that mifunderfianding may prove 
fatal to the honour that belongs, and to the con- 
fideration that is due, to members of parliament. 
\Vith his majefiy is the gift of all the rewards, 
the honours, difiinétions, favour, and graces of 
the fiate; with his IDajefiy is the mitigation of all 
the rigours of the law; and ,ve rejoice to fee the 
cro\vn po{fe{fcd of trufis calculated to obtain good- 
váll, and charged with duties which are popular 
and pleafing. Our trufis are of a different kind. 
Our duties are haríh and invidious in their na- 
ture; and jufiice and fafety is all we can expeél: 
in the exercife of them. 'Ve are to offer falutary, 
which is not always pleafing, counfcl: we are to 
inquire and to accufe: and the objeéts of our in- 
quiry and charge ,vill be for the mofi part perfons 
of wealth, power, and extenfive conneétions: we 
'\re to Inake rigid la,vs for the prefervation of 
revenue, which of neccffity more or lcfs confine 
fome 



I S4 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 
forne action, or refirain forne funétion, which be. 
fore was free: what is the mofi critical and invi. 
dious of all, the whole body of the publick impofi- 
tions originate from us, and the hand of the houfe 
of commons is feen and felt in every burthen that 
preíTes on the people. Whilfi, ultimately, we are 
ferving them, and in the firfi infiance whilfi we are 
ferving his Inajefiy, it \vill be hard, indeed, if we 
fuould fee a houfe of comn10ns the viétim of its 
zeal and fidelity, facrificed by his minifiers to thofe 
very popular difcontents which {hall be excited by 
our dutiful endeavours for the fecurity and great- 
nefs of his throne. No other confequence can re- 
fult from fuch an exalllp]e, but that, in future, 
the houfe of conlmons, confulting its fafety at the 
expcnce of its duties, and fuffcring the \vhole 
energy of the fiate to be relaxed, will íhrink from 
every fervice, ,,'hich, however neceffary, is of a 
great and arduous nature; or that, willing to pro- 
vide for the publick neceffities, and, at the fame 
time, to fecure the means of performing that tafk., 
they will exchange independence for proteB:ion, 
and will court a fubfervient exifience through the 
favour of thofe l11inifiers of fiate, or thofe fecret 
advifers, ,vho ought themfclves to fland in awe of 
the comlllons of this realm. 
A houfe of comillons, refpeéted by his mini- 
fiers, is effential to his majefiy's fervice: it is fit 
that they íhould yield to parliament, and not that 
parliament 
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parliament fhould be new modelled until it is fit- 
ted to their purpofes. If our authority is only to 
be held up when ,ve coincide in opinion with his 
majefiy's advifers, but is to be fet at nought the 
moment it differs from them, the houfe of com- 
mons will fink into a nlere appendage of admini- 
ftration; and willlo{(
 that independen t characrer 
which, infeparably conneB:ing the honour and re- 
putation \vith the aéts of this houfe, enables us to 
afford a real, effective, and fubfiantial fupport to 
his governlnent. It is the deference fhe\vn to our 
opinion, when we diffent from the fervants of the 
crown, which alone can give authority to the pro- 
ceedings of this houfe, when it concurs with their 
nleafures. 
rIhat authority once loft, the crcdit of hiS' nla- 
jefiy's crown will be impaired in the eyes of all na- 
tions. Foreign powers, who may yet wHh to re- 
vive a friendly intcrcourfe ,vith this nation, will 
look in vain for that hold which gave a connec- 
tion with Great Britain the prcference to an alli- 
ance \\Tith any other fiate. A houfe of conunons, 
of which minifiers \vere kno\vn to fiand in awe, 
where every thing was neceffarily difcuffed, on 
principles fit to be openly and publickly avowed, 
and which could not be retraéted or varicd with- 
out danger, furnifhed a ground of confidence in 
the publick faith, which the engagement of no 
fiate dependent on the flucruation of perfonal fa- 
vour, 
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vour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If 
faith with the houfe of commons, the grand fe- 
curity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
\vith impunity, a wound is given to the political 
importance of Great Britãin, \vhich \vill not eafùy 
be healed. _ 
That there was a great variance bet,veen the late 
boufe of COml1l0nS and certain perfons, whom his 
majefiy has been advifed to Inake and continue as 
miniflers, in defiance of the advice of that houfe, 
is notorious to the \vorld. That houfe did not 
confide in thofe minifiers; and they \vithhe1d 
their confidence from them for reafons for which 
pofl:erity will honour and refpea the names of 
thofe who compofed that houfe of comn10ns, dif. 
tinguifhed for its independence. They could not 
confide in perfons who have fhe\vn a difpofition 
to dark and dangerous intrigues. By thefe in- 
trigues they have weakened, if not defiroyed, the 
dear affurance which his majefiy's people, and 
which all nations ought to have, of what are, and 
what are not, the real aås of his government. 
If it fhould be feen that his miniflers may con- 
tinue in their offices, \vithout any fignification to 
them of his majefiy's difpleafure at any of their 
meafures, whilfi perfons confider able for their 
rank, and kno\vn to have had accefs to his rna- 
- jefiy's facred perfon, can with impunity abufe that 
advantage, and employ his majefiy's name to dif- 
avow 
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;J.vow and counteraét the proceedings of his offi- 
cial fervants, nothing but difirufi:, difcord, debility, 
contempt of all authority, and general confufion, 
can prevail in his government. 
This we lay before his 111ajefiy, \vith humility 
and concern, as the inevitable effecr of a fpirit of 
intrigue in his executive government; an evil 
\vhich we have but too much rearon to be per- 
fuaded exiils and increafes. During the courfe of 
the laft feffion it broke out in a manner the moft 
alarming. This evil \vas infinitely aggravated by 
the unauthorized, but not difavo\ved ufe which 
has been made of his majefiy's name, for the pur- 
pofe of the moil unconfiitutionaI, corrupt, and dif- 
honourable influence on the minds of 'the mem- 
bers of parliament, that ever was practifed in thi
 
kingdom. No attention, even to the exterior 
decorum, in the pracrice of corruption, and inti- 
midation eillployed on peers, was obferved: feveral 
peers were obliged under menaces to retraét their 
declarations, and to recall their proxies. 
The commons have the deepefi interefi: in the 
purity and integrity of the peerage. The peers 
difpofe of all the property in the kingdoln, in the 
Iafi refort; and they difpofe of it on their honour 
and not on their oaths, as all the members of 
every other tribunal in the kingdom mufi do; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclufive. 
We bave, therefore, a fight to demand that no 
application 
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application fhall be made to peers of fuch a nature 
as may give room to call in quefiion, much lefs to 
attain t, our fole fecurity for all that we puffefs. 
This corrupt proceeding appeared to the houfe of 
commons, who are the natural guardians of the 
purity of parliament, and of the purity of every 
branch of judicature, a mofi reprehenfible and 
dangerous praéHce, tending to fhake the very 
foundation of the authority of the houfe of peers; 
and they branded it as fuch by their refolution. 
The houfe had not fufficient evidence to enable 
them leg:llly to punifh this praétice, but they had 
enough to caution thenl againfi all confidence in 
the authors and abettors of it. They performed 
their duty in hUlnbly advifing his majeUy againfi 
the employment of fuch minifiers; but his ma- 
jefly was advifed to keep thofe minifiers, and to 
diffolve that parliament. 'The houfe, a\vare of the 
importance and urgency of its duty with regard 
to the Britiíh interefts in India, which were and 
are in the utmofi diforder, and in the utmofi peril, 
mofi humbly requefied his majeUy not to diifo]ve 
the parliament during the courfe of their very 
critical proceedings on that fubjecr. His l11ajefly's 
gracious condefcenfion to that requefi: was con- 
veyed in the royal faith, pledged to a houfe 
of parliamen t, and folemnly q.e1ivered from the 
throne. It was but a very few days after a com- 
mittee had been, with the confent and concur- 
rence 
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rence of the chancellor of the exchequer, appöinted 
for an inquiry into certain accounts delivered to 
the hou[e by the court of directors, and then ac.. 
tually engaged in that inquiry, that the minifiers, 
regardle[s of the affurance given from the crown 
to a houfe of commons, did diffolve that parlia- 
ment. We moil: humbly fublnit to his majefiy's 
confideration the confequences of this their breach 
of publick faith. 
Whilfi the members of the houfe of commons, 
under that [ecurity, were engaged in his majefiy's 
and the national bufinefs, endeavours were induf- 
trioußy ufed to calumniate tho[e whom it was 
found impracticable to corrupt. The reputation 
of the members, and the reputation of the houfe 
itfelf, \Vas undennincd in every part of the king- 
dom. 
In the fpecch from the throne relative to India, 
"pc are cautioned by the minifiers, "not to lofe 
" fight of the cffecr any Ineafure may have on the 
"confiitution of our country." \Ve are appre- 
henfive that a calumnious report fpread abroad of 
an attack upon his majcfiy's prerogative by the 
late houfe of commons, may have made an impref.. 
ÍÌon on his royal mind, and have given occafion 
to this unufual admonition to the prefent. This 
attack is charged to have been made in the late 
parliament, by a bill \vhich paffed the houfe of 
comlnons in thc late fcilion of that padiatnent, 
for 
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for the regulation of the affilÍrs, for the preferva.. 
tion of the commerce, and for the amendn1ent of 
the government of this nation, in the Eait Indies. 
That his l11ajefiy and his people may have an 
opportunity of entering into the ground of thi
 
injurious charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint 
his majcfiy, that, far froln having made any in.. 
fringement whatfoever on any part of his royal 
prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give 
to his majefiy certain powers never before pof.. 
feffed by the crown; 
nd for this his prefent mi. 
nifiers (\vho, rather than fall íhort in the number 
of their calul1u1Ïes, employ forne that are contradic. 
tory) have Handered this houfe, as aiming at the 
extenfion of an unconfiitutional influence in his 
rnajefiy's cro\vn. This pretended attempt to in- 
creafe the influence of the cro\vn, they were weak 
enough to endeavour to perfuade his majefiy
s 
people was al110ngfi the caufes ,vhich excited his 
majefiy's refentment againfi his late miniflers. 
Furth
r, to remove the Ï111prefiions of this ca- 
lun1ny concerning an attelnpt in the houfe of com- 
mons againfi his prerogative, it is proper to in- 
form his majefiy, that the territorial poffeffions in 
thf; Eafi Indies never have been declared, by any 
publick judgillent, aB:, or infirument, or any re- 
folution of parlial11ent whatfoever, to be the fubjeét 
matter of his majefly's prerogative; nor have they 
ever been underftood as belonging to his ordinary 
adminifiration, 
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adminifiration, or to be annexed or united to his 
crown; but that they are acquifitions of a nc,v and 
peculiar defcription, · unknown to the ancient 
executive confiitution of this country. 
From time to time, therefor
, parliament pro- 
vided for their government according to its dif. 
cretion, and to its opinion of what was required 


1\1: The territorial poífefiions in the Eafl: Indies were acquired 
to the company, in virtue of grants from the Great Mogul, in 
the nature of offices and jurifdiétiol1s, to be held under him, and 
dependent upon hircrown ; with the exprefs condition of being 
obedient to orders from his court, and of paying an annual tri
 
bute to hÙ treafury. It is true, that no obedience is yielded to 
thefe orders; and for tome time paft there has been no payment 
made of this tribute. But it is under a grant, fo conditioned, 
that they ftiH hold. To fubjeél: the king of Great Britain as 
tributary to a foreign power, by the aéts of his fubjeét:s-to 
fuppofe the grant valid, and yet the condition void-to fuppofe 
it good for the king, and infufficient for the company-to fup- 
pofe it an intereft divifible between the parties ;-thefe are fome 
few of the many legal difficulties to be furmounted, before the 
common law of England can acknowledge the Eaft India com- 
pany's Afiatick affairs to be a fubjeét: matter of prerogative, fo as 
to bring it within the verge of 
nglifu jurifprudcnce. It is a 
very anomalous fpecies of power and property which is held 
by the Eafi India comp:my. Our Englifu prerogative law does 
not furnifu principles, much Ids precedents, by which it can be 
defined or adjufied. Nothing but the eminent dominion of par- 
liament over every Britifu fubjeél in e\rery concern, and in every 
circumfiance in which he is placed, can adjuft this new intri. 
cate matter. Parliament may aft wifely or unwife1y, juftly or 
unjufdy; but parliament alone is competent to it. 
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by the publick neceffities. \Ve do not know that 
his Inajefiy \vas entitled, by prerogative, to exer- 
cife any acr of authority ,vhatfoever in the com- 
pany's affairs, or that in effecr, fuch authority has 
evcr bcen exercifed. His n1ajefiy's patronage 'vas 
not takcn J.\vay by that bill; bccaufe it is notorious 
that his 111ajefiy never originally had the appoint- 
111Cnt of a fingle officcr, civil or military, in the 
company's eftablißullent in India; nor has the lean 
degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 
crown in any other manner or l11eafure, than as 
the PO\\ cr ,vas thought cÀpcdicnt to be granted by 
aa of parJianlcnt; that is, by the very faille autho- 
rity by which thc offices were difpofed of and 
regulated in the bill, \vhich his 111ajefiy's fervants 
have falfdy and injurioufiy reprcfcnted as infring- 
in
 UFOll the prerogative of the crown. 
lkfore the year 1773 the whole adillinifiration 
of InùÍa, and the \vhole patronage to office there, 
\vas in the hands of the Eafi India cOlnpany. The 
Eaft India company is not a branch of 11Ïs majefiy's 
prerogative adlninifiration, nor does that body ex- 
crcife any fpecies of authority under it, nor indeed 
froln any Britifh title, that does not derive all its 
legal validity frolll a
s of parliament. 
'Vhen a claiin ,vas aírerted to the India territo.. 
rial IJoí1èßÌons in the occupation of .the company, 
thcfe pof1èí1ìons ,vcrc not claimed as parcel of his 
luajefiy's patrimonial efiate, or as a fruit of the 
a
icnt 
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ancient inheritance of his crown. They ,vere 
claimed for the publick. And \vhen agreements 
\vere made with the E3fl India cOillpany concern- 
ing any compofition for the holding, or any parti- 
cipation of the profits of thofe territories, the 
agreement \vas made ,\'ith the publick, and the 
preambles of the fevcral acts have unifoflll1y fo 
flatcd it. Thefe agreen1ents \vere not made (evcn 
nominally) with his Inajdly, but with parliament; 
and the bins making and cfiablifl1Ïng fuch agrce- 
ments ahvays originated in this houfe, which ap- 
proprbted the money to a,vait the difpofition of 
parliament, ,,'ithout the ceremony of previou
 
confcnt from the crown even fo much as fuggefied 
by an)' of hi:) minificrs; ,,'hich previous confent is 
an obfervance of decorum, not indeed of firid: 
right, but generally paid when a ne\V appropria- 
tion takes place in any part of his majefiy's prero- 
gative revenues. 
In purfuance of a right thus uniformly recog- 
nifed, and unifornl1y acred on, ,vhen parliament 
undertook the refonuation of the Eafi India COIn- 
pany in 1773, a commillion \vas appointed as the 
commiffion in the late bill \vas appointed; and it 
'was made to continue for a term of years, as the 
cOlllmiffion in the hte Lill \vas to continue; all 
the commiffioncrs \vere named in parliament, as 
in the late bill they were named. i\S they I c- 
cdved, [0 they held their offices, \vholly indepen- 
1\1 2 dent 
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dent of the cro\vn; they held then1 for a fixed 
term; they were not removeable by an addrefs of 
either houfe, or even of both houfes of parlia- 
ment, a precaution obferved in the late bill, rela- 
tive to the commiffioners propofed therein; nor 
were they bound by the firiél: rules of proceeding 
which regulated and reftrained the late comrnif. 
:fioners againft all poffible abufe of a power which 
could not fail of being diligently and zealoufiy 
watched by the minifiers of the cro\vn, and the 
proprietors of the flock, as well as by parliament. 
Their proceedings \vere, in that bill, direéted to be 
of fuch a nature as cafùy to fubjeél: them to the 
firidefi revifion of both, in cafe of any malver- 
fation. 
In the year 1780, an acr of parliament again 
made provifion for the goverr.ment of thofe ter- 
ritories for another four years, \vithout any fort 
of reference to prerogative; nor 'was the lcaft ob- 
jeétion taken at the fecond, more than at the firft 
of thofe periods, as if an ir
fringement had been 
made upon the rights of the crown; yet his ma- 
jeUy's nlinifiers have thought fit to reprefent the 
late commiffion as an entire innovation on the 
conflitution, and the fetting up a new order and 
eflate in the nation, tending to the fubverfion of 
the monarchy itfelf. 
If the government of the Eafi Indies, other 
than by his majefiy's prerogative, be, in effca, a 
fourth 
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fourth order in the common-",.ealth, this order has 
long exifted; becaufe the Eafl India company has 
for many years enjoyed it in the fulleft extent, and 
does at this day enjoy the whole adminillration of 
thofe provinces, and the patronage to offices 
throughout that great empire, except as it is con. 
troled by aå of parliament. 
It \vas the ill.condition, and ill.adminifiration of 
the company's affairs, which induced this houfe 
(lnere1yas a temporary eflablifhment) to vell the 
fame powers which the company did before pof- 
fefs, (and no other) for a limited time, and under 
very firia direaions, in proper hands, until they 
could be rellored, or further provifion made con- 
cerning them. It was therefore no creation \\.hat- 
ever of a ne\v po\ver, but the removal of an old 
power, long fince created, and then exilling, from 
the managemcnt of thofe perfons who had ma- 
nifeflly and dangeroufiy abufed their trull. This 
houfe, which well knows the parlialnentary origin 
of all the company's po\\?ers and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which 
may vefl thofe powers and prhrileges in others, if 
juflice and the publick fafety fo require, is con- 
fcious to itfclf, that it no more crcates a new order 
in the flate, by making occafional truflees for the 
direél:ion of the company, than it originally did in 
giving a nluch more permanent trull to the direc- 
tors, or to the gcneral court of that bod}? The mo- 
M 3 nopoly 
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nopolyof the Eafi India company was a deroga- 
tion from the general freedon1 of trade belonging 
to his mljefly's people. The powers of govern- 
ment, and of peace and \var, are parts of preroga- 
tive of the highefi order. Of our competence to 
reflrain the rights of aU his fubjeås by aå of par- 
lialnent, and to vefi: thofe high and eminent pre- 
rogatives even in a particular company of mer- 
chants, th
re has been no quefiion. We beg leave 
mofi: humbly.to claim as our right, and as a right 
,vhich this houfe has always ufed, to frame fuch 
bil1s, for the reguhtion of that COInnlerce, and of 
the territories held by the Eafl: India company, 
and every thing relating to theIn, as to our difcre- 
tion {hall feem fit: and we affert and n1aÏntain, 
that therein we follo\v, and do not innovate on 
the confiitution. 
That his majefiy's minifiers, mined by their 
ambition, have endeavoured, if pollible, to form a 
faåion in the country againfl the popular part 
of the confiitution; and have thercfore thought 
propcr to add to their flanderous accufation 
againfi a houfe of parliament, relative to his ma- 
jclly's prerogative, another of a different nature, 
calculatcd for the purpofe of raifing fcars and jea- 
loufies among the corporate bodies of the king.. 
dom, and of perfuading uninformed perfons be- 
longing to thofe corporations to look to, and to 
make addreffes to them as protettors of their 
rights, 
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rights, under their feveral charters, from the de- 
figns \\'hich they, \vithout any ground, charged 
the then houfe of COITIlnOnS to have formed 
againfi charters in general. For this purpofe they 
have not fcrupled to aírert, that the exertion of 
his majefiy's prerogative in the late precipitate 
change in his adininifiration, and the diITolution 
of the late parliament, ,vere meafures adopted in 
order to re[cue the people and their rights out of 
the hands of the hou[e of comIll0ns, their repre- 
fentatives. 
Vie trufi that his majefiy's fubjeB:s are not yet 
fo far deluded as to be1ieve that the charters, or 
that any other of their local or general privileges 
can have a folid fecurity in any place but where 
that fecurity has always been looked for, and al- 
ways found, in the houfe of commons. l\1iferab!e 
and precarious indeed \vould bc the flate of their 
franchifes, if they were to find no defence but 
from that quarter from \vhence they have always 
been attacked." But the late houfe of comnlons 
In 


. The attempt upon diarters and the privilt"ges of the corpo- 
rate bodies of the kingdom in the reigns of Charles the 
ccolld, 
and James the Becon!!, was made by the crù"t:.!n, It was car.. 
ried on by the ordinary courfeof law, ill courts infiitutc:d for the 
fecurity of the property amI franchifes of the people. This at- 
tempt made by the crown, was attended with complete fuccef8. 
The corporate rights of the city of London, all
l of all the 
:M 4- com panies 
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in palling that bill, made no attack upon any 
powers or privileges, except fuch as a houfe of 
commons 


companies it contains, were by folemn judgment of law de- 
clared forfeited, and all their franchifes, privileges, properties 
anrl eftates, were of courfe feized into the hands of the CrO'll-'l1. 
The injury was from the crown; the redrefs was by parliament. 
A bill was brought into the hOllfi of commOIlS, by which the judg- 
ment againfl the city of London, and againft the companies, 
was reverfed; and this bill paffed the houfe of lords without 
any complaint of trefpafs on their jurifditìion, although the 
bill was for a reverfal of a judgment in law. By this aét, which 
is in the fecond of William and 1\1ary, chap. 8, the queftion of 
forfeiture of that charter is for ever taken out of the power of 
any court of law. 1\0 cognifance can be taken of it except in 
parliament. 
Although the aét above-mentioned has declared the judgment 
againft the corporation of London to be illlogar; yet Blackítone 
makes no fcruple of afferting, that " perhaps in firiB:nefs of 
"law, the proceedings in moft of them [the Quo \Varranto 
" caufes] were fufficientJy regular," leaving it in doubt, whe- 
ther this regularity did not apply to the corporation of London, 
as well as to any of the reft; and he feems to blame the pro- 
ceeding (as moíì blam:lble it was) not fo much on account of 
illegality, as for the crown's having employed a legal proceed- 
ing for political purpofes. He ca)}s it " an exertion of a}
 0& if 
Jow for the purpofes of the ftate." 
The fame fecurity which was given to the city of London, 
would have been extended to all the corporations, if the houfe 
of commons could have prevailed. But the bill for that pur- 
pofe paffèd but by a majority of one in the lords; and it was 
entirely lofl by a prorogation, which is the aét of the crown. 
Small, indeed, was the fecurity which the corporation of Lon- 
don 
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commons has frequently attacked, and will atta
k 
(and they trull, in the end, 'with their wonted rue.. 
cefs) 


t10n enjoyed, before the aB: of \Villiam and Mary, and which 
all the other corporations fecured by no fiat ute, enjoy at this 
bour, if firia law was emptbyed againfi them. The ufe of 
firia law has always bf'cn rendered very delicate by the fame 
means, by which the almoft unmeafured legal powers refiding 
(and in many inftances dangeroufly refiding) in the crown, are 
kept within due bounds; I mean, that fhong fuperintending 
power in the houfe of commons, which ineonfiderate people 
have been prevailed on to condemn as trenching on prerogative. 
StriB: law is by no means fuch a friend to the rights of the fub- 
jeét, as they have been taught to believe. They who have been 
moll converfant in this kind of learning, will be mofi: fenfible of 
the danger of fubmitting corporate rights of high political im- 
portance to thefe fubordinate tribunals. The general heads of 
hwon that fubjeét are vulgar and trivial. On them there is not 
much quefiion. But it is far from eafy to determine what fpe.- 
cial aét:s, or what fpecial negleét of aélion, fhall fubjeéì: corpo- 
rations to a forfeiture. There is fo much laxity in this doéìrine. 
that great room is Jeft for favour or prejudice, which might give 
to the crown an entire dominion over thofe corporations. On 
the other hand, it is undoubtedly true, that every fubordinate 
corporate right ought to be fubjeét to control; to fuperiour di- 
reét:ion; and even to forfeiture upon juft caufe. In this reaCon 
and lc1w agree. In every judgment given on a corporate right 
of great political importance, the policy and prudence make no 
fmc111 part of the queftion. To thefe confiderations a court of 
law i6 not competent; and inùeed an attempt at the leafi inter- 
mixture of fueh iùeas with the matter of law, could have no 
other efiea, than wholly to corrupt the judicial character of the 
court, in which Cuch a caufe iliould come to be tried. It is be- 
fides 
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cefs) that is, upon thofe 'which are corruptly and 
oppreffively adminiflered; and this houfe do faith.. 
fully 


fid(s to be remarked, that if in virtue of a legal procefs a forfei.. 
ture íhould he adjudged, the court of law has no power to mo- 
difyor mitigate. The whole franchife is annihilat
d, and the 
corporate property goes into the hand
 of the CrOwn. They 
who hold the new dodrines concerning the power of the houfe 
of common
, ought well to confider in fuch a cafe by what 
m
ans the corporate rights could be revived, or the property 
coulrl be recovered out of the hands of the crown. But par- 
liament can do, what the courts neither can do nor ought to at- 
tempt. Parliament is competent to give due weight to all po- 
litical confiderations. It may modify; it may mitigate; and it 
may render perfeéUy fecure, all that it does not think fit to take 
away. It is not likely that parliament will ever draw to hfelf 
the cognifance of queftions concerning ordinary corporations, 
farther th.m to proteét them in cafe a.ttempt
 are made to induce 
a forfeiture of their frauchifes. 
The cafe of the Eafi India company is (lifferent even from that 
of the greatefi of there corporations. No monopoly of trade, 
beyond their own limits, is velled in the corporate body of any 
town or city in the kingdom. Even within thefe limits tbemo- 
no poly is not general. The company has the monopoly of the 
trade of half the world. The fidl: corporation of the kingdom, 
has for the objeél of its jurifdiétion only a few matters of fub- 
ordinate police. The Eafi India company governs an empire 
through all its concerns, and all its departments, from the loweft 
office of æconomy to the highefi councils of ftate,-an em pire to 
which Great Britain is in comparifon but a refpeétable province. 
To leave thefe concerns without fuperiour cognifance would be 
madners; to leave them to be judged in the courts below on the 
principles of a confined jurifprudence, would be foU y. It is wen 
if 
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fully a{fure his majefiy, that \ve will correa, and, 
if nece{fary for the purpofe, as far as in us lies, \viU 
\\"holly defiroy every fpedes of power and autho.. 
rity exerdfed by Britiíh fubjeas to the oppreffion, 
'''Tong, and detriment of the people, and to the 
iinpoverifhment and defolation of the countrie
 
fubjcét to it. 
The propagators of the calumnies againfi that 
llOufe of parliament have been indefatigable in ex- 
aggerating the fuppofcd injury done to the Eafl 
Indb comp:my by the fufpenfion of the authori- 
ties ,vhich they have, in every inflance, abufed; 


I 
I 


jf the whole legif1ative power is competent to the correétion of 
abufcs, which are commenfurate to the immenfÌty of the objeét 
theyaffdì:. The idea of an abfolute power has indeed its ter- 
fOurs; but that objeétion lies to every parliamentary proceeding; 
and as no other can regulate the abufes of fuch a charter, it is 
ntteft that fo\'ereign authority 1hould be exercifed, where it is 
moll likely to be attended with the mofi effeétu
l correétives. 
Thefe correftives are furnifhed by the nature and courfe of par- 
liamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely diverfified charac. 
ters who compofe the two houfes. In dfeét and virtually they 
form a vafi number, variety, and fucceffion of judges and jurors. 
The fulnets, the freedom, and publicity of difcuffion, leaves it 
eafy to Jiitinguifh what are afts of power, and what tbe deter- 
minations of equity and rcafon. There prejudice correéts pre- 
judice, and the different afperities ofpany zeal mitigate and neu- 
traJife each other. So fat" from violence being the general cha- 
raét
rifiick of the proceedings of parliament, whatever the be- 
ginnings of any parliamentary pracefs may be, its general fault 
in the end is, that it is found incomplete and ioeffcétual. 


as 
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as if po\\'er had been wrefled, by \vrong and vio- 
lence, frolll jufi and prudent hands; but they 
have, with equal care, concealed the weighty 
grounds and reafons on \vhich that houfe had 
adopted the moil: lllodcrate of aU poffible expe- 
dients for refcuing the natives of India fro In op- 
preffion, and for faving the interefl of the real and 
honeil: proprietors of their flock, as well as that 
great nation
l, comn1ercial concern, frolll immi. 
nent ruin. 
The n1Ïnifiers aforefaid have alfo caufed it to be 
reported, that the houfe of COlllmons have confif. 
cated the property of the Eafi India company. It 
is the reverfe of truth. The whole management 
,vas a trufi for the proprietors, under their own 
infpeâion (and it was fo provided for in the bill) 
and under the infpeB:ion of parliament. That biH, 
fo far froln confifcating the company's property, 

as the only one which, for feveral years pafl, did 
not, in fome fhape or other, affecr their property, 
or reflrain thelll in the difpofition of it. 
It is proper that his majefly 
nd all his people 
:lhould be informed, that the houfe of commons 
have proceeded, with regard to the Eafi India 
company, \vith a degree of care, circuillfpeaion
 
and deliberation, which has not been equalled in 
th
 hifiory of parliamentary proceedings. For 
fix teen years the fiate and condition of that body 
Las never been wholly out of their view: in the 
year 
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year 1767 the houfe took thofe objeéts into con- 
fideration, in a committee of the ,vhole houfe: 
the bufinefs \vas purfued in the follo\ving year: 
in the year 1772, two committees ,vere appointed 
for the fame purpofe, which examined into their 
affairs with much diligence, and made very ample 
reports: in the year 1773, the proccedings \vere 
carried to an acr of parliament, \"hich proved in- 
cffeétual to its purpofe ; the oppreffions and abufes 
in India have fince rather incrcafed than diminilh. 
ed, on account of the greatnefs of the temptations 
and convenience of the opportunities, which got 
the better of the legißative provifions calculated 
againfi ill praétices, then in their beginnings: info. 
much that, in 178 I, two committees were again 
infiituted, ,vho have made feventeen reports. It 
was upon the mofi: minute, exaét, and laborious 
colleétion and difcuffion of faéts, that the latc 
houfe of comillons proceeded in the reform which 
they attempted in the adminiilration of India, but 
which has been frufirated by \vays and means the 
nlofi: difhonourable to his majefiy's government, 
and the moil pernicious to the conilitution of this 
kingdom. His majefiy ,vas fo fenfible of the dif. 
orders in the company's adminiilration, that the 
confideration of that fubjeét \vas no kfs than fix 
times recommended to this houfe in fpeeches frOlTI 
the throne. 
The refult of the parliamentary inquiries has 
been, 
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been, that the Eafi India company was found to- 
tally corrupted, and totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its inflitution, whether political or 
commercial; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the charter had been abufed, by kindling 
hofiilitics in every quarter for the purpofes of ra- 
pine; that ahllofi all the treaties of peace they have 
made, have only given caufe to fo many breaches 
of publick faith; that countries once the moil flou- 
riíhing are reduced to a flate of indigence, de- 
cay, and depopulation, to the din1inution of our 
firength, and to the infinite diíhonour of our na- 
tional characrer; that the la\VS of this kingdom 
are notoriouOy, and almofi in every infiance, de- 
fpifed; that the fervants of the company, by the 
purchafe of qualifications to vote in the general 
court, and, at length, by getting the company it- 
felf deeply in their debt, have obtained the entire 
and abfolute maflery in the body, by which they 
ought to have been ruled and coerced. Thus 
their malverfations in oflìce are fupported infiead 
of being checked by the company. The \vhole of 
the affairs of that body are reduced to a moft pe. 
rilous fituation; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men, \vho are under the proteaion 
of this nation., and who ought to be proteB:ed by 
it, are oppreffed by a moil defpotick and rapacious 
\ 
tyranny. The company and their fervants have 
itrengthcncd themfe1ves by this confederacy, have 
fet 
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fct at defiance the authority and admonitions of 
this houfe employed to reform them; and when 
this houfe had felecred certain principal delin- 
quents, \vhom they declared it the duty of the 
company to recall, the company held out its legal 
privileges againfi all reformation; pofitively re- 
fufed to recall them; and fupported thofe who 
had fallen under the jufi cenfure of this houfe, 
'with ne\v and fironger marks of countenance and 
approbation. 
The late houfe difcovering the reverfed fitua.. 
tion of the company, by \\?hich the nominal fer- 
vants are really the mailers, and the offenders are 
become their own judges, thought fit to examine 
into the ftate of their commerce; and they have 
al[o difcovered that their commercial affairs are in 
the greatefi diforder, that their debts have accu- 
mulated beyond any prefent or obvious future 
means of payment, at leaft under the aB:ual adllli- 
uiilration of their affairs; that this condition of 
the Eaft India company has begun to affeél: the 
finking fund itfelf, on which thc publick credit of 
the kingdom refis, a million and upwards being 
due to the cufioms, ,vhich that houfe of commons, 
\\?hofe intentions towards the company have been 
fo grofsly mifreprefcnted, were indulgent enough 
to refpite. And thus, inftead of confi[cating their 
property, the company received \vithout intercfi: 
(\vhicb in fuch a cafe had been before charged) 
the 
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the ufe of a very large fum of the publick money. 
The revenues are under the peculiar care of this 
houfe, not only as the revenues originate from us, 
but as, on every failure of the funds fet apart for 
fupport of the national credit, or to provide for 
the national flrength and fafety, the taík of fup- 
plying every deficiency falls upon his majefly's 
faithful commons, this houíe l11Ufi, in effeét, tax 
the people. The houfe therefore, at every mo. 
ment, incurs the hazard of becoming obnoxious 
to its conftituents. 
The enemies of the late houfe of commons re- 
folved, if poffible, to bring on that event. They 
thereforc endeavoured to mifreprefent the provi- 
dent l11eans adopted by the houfe of commons for 
keeping off this invidious neceffity, as an attack 
on the rights of the EaR India company; for they 
well knew that on the one hand if, for want of 
proper regulation and relief, the company fhould 
become infolvent, or even :G:op payment, the na- 
tional credit and commerce would fuftain an heavy 
blo\v; and that calamity would be juflly Í111puted 
to parliament, 'which after fuch long inquiries, 
and fuch frequent adlTIonitions from his majefly, 
had negleé1:ed fo effential and fo urgent an article 
of their duty: on the other hand they knew, that, 
,vholly corrupted as the company is, nothing ef- 
feétual could be done to preferve that interefi from 
ruin, without taking for a time the national ob. 
jeéts 



SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 177 
jeB:s of their trufts out of their hands; and then a 
cry would be induftrioufly raifed againfi the houfe 
of commons, as depriving Britifh fubjeéts of their 
legal privileges. The refiraint, being plain and 
fimple, muft be eafily underfiood by thofe who 
would be brought with great difficulty, to com- 
prehend the intricate detail of matters. of faét, 
which render this fufpenfion of the adminiftration 
of India abfolutely neceffary on motives of jufiice, 
of policy, of publick honour, and publick fafety. 
The houfe of commons had not been able to de- 
vue a method, by which the redrefs of grievances 
could be effeéted through the authors of thofe 
grievances; nor could they imagine how corrup- 
tions could be purified by the corrupters and the 
corrupted; nor do we conceive, how any refor- 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and 
fupporters of the perfons who have been guilty of 
the mifdemeanors \\rhich parliament has repro- 
bated, and who for their own ill purpofes have 
given countenance to a falfe and deluÍÌve flate of 
the cOlnpany's affairs, fabricated to miflead parlia- 
ment, and to impofe upon the nation.. 


Your 


'*' The purpofe of the mjfreprefentation being now completely 
anfwered, there is no doubt but the committee in this parlia- 
ment, appointed by the minifters themfelves, will juftify the 
grounds upon which tbe !rift parliament proceeded; and wil1lay 
open to the world, the dreadful fiate of the company'. affairs, 
\T OL . IV. 
 znd 
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Your commons feel, \vith a jufi refentment, the 
inadequate efiimate which your minifiers have 
formed of the importance of this grea
 concern. 
They call on us to acr upon the principles of thofe 
who have not inquired into the fubjeét; and to 
condemn thofe \vho, \vith the moil laudable dili- 
gence, have examined and fcrutinized every part 
of it. The deliberations of parliament have been 
broken; the feafon of the year is unfavourable; 
many of us are new members, who mufi be wholly 
unacquainted with the fubjecr, which lies remote 
from the ordinary courfc of general informa. 
tion. 
We are cautioned againft an infringement of 
the confiitution; and it is impoffible to know, 
what the fecret advifers of the crown, who have 
driven out the late l11inifiers for their conduét in 
parliament, and h.1ve diffolved the latc parliament 
for a pretended attack upon prerogative, váll con- 
fìder as fuch an infringclnent. We are not fur- 
nifhed with a rule, the obfervance of which can 
Inake us fafe from the rcfcntlnent of the cro\,'o, 
even by an imp1icit obedience to the dicratcs of 
the Ininifiers \vho have advifcd that fpeech: \\ c 


and the groffi1efs of their own calumnies upon this head. B} 
delay the new affc:mbly is come into the difgraceful tìtuation of 
allowing a dividend of eight per cent. by ad of parliament. 
without the leaCt matter before them to jutlit}. the granting of 
::my dividend o1t all. 


kno\\
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know not ho\v foon thofe Ininifiers n1ay be dif.. 
avowed; and ho\v foon the members of this houfe, 
for our very agreement \vith them, n1ay be can.. 
fide red as objeås of his Inajefiy's difpleafure. 
Until by his majefty's goodnefs and wifdom the 
late example is completely done a\vay, \ve are not 
free. 
We are \vell a\vare, in providing for the affairs 
of the eafi, \vith ,vhat an adult firength of abufe, 
and of wealth and influence growing out of that 
abufe, his majefiy's commons had, in the laft par.. 
liament, and \ve Rill have, to firuggle. We are 
fenfible that the influence of that \vealth, in a 
much larger degree and l11eafure than at any for.. 
Iller period, may have penetrated into the very 
q.uarter frOlTI whence alone any real reformation 
can be cxpeB:cd.* 


If, 


., This will be evident to thore who confider the number and 

cfcription of direét:ors and tèrvants of the Eaft India company, 
chofen into the pretènt parliament. The light in which the pre- 
fent minifters hold the labours of the honfe of commons, in 
fearching into the diforders in the Indian adminifiration, and all 
its endeavours for the reformation of the government there, with. 
out any difiinétion of times, or of the pelfons concerned, will 
appear from the following extraét from a Cpeech of the prefent 
lord chancellor. After making a high-flown panegpick on 
thofe whom the houfe of commons had condemned br their re.. 
folutions, he faid-" Let us not be milled by reports from com- 
mittees of another houCe, to which, r again repeat, I pay as much 
uttaztioll, QS I 'C::ould do in the hijlor'y of Ro!J;nfJll C"lfjÙc. Let the 
K 2, conduét 
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If, therefore, in the arduous affairs recommend.. 
ed to us, our proceedings fhould be ill adapted, 
feeble and ineffecrual; if no delinquency fhould 
be prevented, and no delinquent íhould be called 
to account; if every perf on íhould be careiTed, 
promoted, and raifed in power, in proportion to 
the enormity of his offences; if no relief fhould 
be given to any of the natives unjufily difpoiTeiTed 
of their rights, jurifdiél:ions, and properties; if no 
cruel and unjufi exaåions fhall be forborne; if the 
fource of no peculation, or oppreffive gain fhould 
be cut off; if, by the oll1iffion of the opportuni- 
ties that were in our hands, our Indian elnpire 
fhould fall into ruin irretrievable, and in its fall 
cruíh the o-edit, and over\vhehn the revenues of 
this country, \ve fiand acquitted to our honour, 
and to our confcience, who have rcluél:antly feen 
the \veiglitieil interefis of our country, at times 
the moil critical to its dignity and fafety, rendered 
the fport of the inconfiderate and unrneafured am- 


condoé\: of the Eatt {ndia company be fair!y and funy inq
ired 
into; let it be acquitted or cundemned by evidence brought to 
the bar of the houlè. \Yithout entering very deep into the fub- 
jeB:, let me reply in a few word
 to 3n oblervation which fell 
from a noble and learned lord, that the company"s finances arc 
dittre1fed, and that they owe at this moment, a million fter!ing, 
to the nation. \Yhcu fuch a charge is brought, willl)arliament 
in its juftice forget, that the company is reílriétcd from em- 
ploying that credit, 
,hick its gr,:at and jI()UrißÍrtg þiuaf-ioll gives 
to it :" 


bition 
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bition of individuals, and by that means the wif.. 
dom of his majefty's government degraded in the 
publick efiimation, and the policy and charaB:er of 
this renowned nation rendered contemptible in 
the eyes of all Europe. 


It pa{fed in the negative. 
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T HAT the leafi: informed reader of this fpeech 
may be enabled to enter fully into the fpirie 
of the tranfaéì:ion on occafion of which it was de. 
livered, it may be proper to acquaint him, that 
3mong the princes dependent on this nation in the 
fouthern part of India, the moft confider able at 
prefent is commonly known by the title of the 
Nabob of Arcot. 
This prince owed the efi:ab1iíhment of his go.. 
vernment, againfi: the claims of his elder brother, 
as well as thofe of other competitors, to the arms 
and influence of the Britiíh Eafi: India company. 
Being thus efi:abliíhed in a confiderable part of the 
dominions he now poffeffes, he began, about the 
year 1765, to form, at the infi:igation (as he afferts) 
of the fervants of the Eafi India company, a va- 
riety of defigns for the further extenfion of hii 
territories. Some years after, he carried his views 
to certain ohjeéts of interiour arrangement, of a 
very pernicious nature. None of thefe defigns 
could be compaffed wit110ut the aid of the com.. 
pany's arms; nor could thofe arms be employed 
cpnfifi:ently,vith an obedience to the company's 
orders. lIe \\"41) therefore advifed to form a more 
(eqct
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fecret, but an equally powerful interefi: among tbe 
fervants of that company, and among others both 
at home and abroad. By engaging them in his 
interefi:s, the ufe of the company's power might 
.be obtained without their ofi:enfible authority; 
the power might even be employed in defiance of 
the authority; if the cafe fhould require, as in 
truth it often did require, a .procceding of that 
degree of boldnefs. 
The company had put him into poffeflion of fe. 
vera! great cities and Inagnificent cafi:les. The 
good order of his affairs, his fenfe of perfonal dig- 
nity, his ideas of oriental fplendour, and the habits 
of an Afiatick life (to which, being a native of 
India, and a Mahometan, he had from his infancy 
been inured) would naturally have led him to fix 
the feat of his government within his own domi- 
nions. Infi:ead of this, he totally fequefi:cred him- 
ièlf from his country; and, abandoning all appear- 
ance of ftate, he took up his refidence in an ordi. 
nary houfe, which he purchafed in the fuburbs of 
the company's faétory at l\ladras. In that place he 
has lived, \vithout removing one day from thence, 
for fevcral years pafi:. tIe has there continued a 
confi:ant cabal \vith the c0111pany's fervants, fronl 
the higheft to the lo,vefi:; creating, out of the ruins 
of the country, brilliant fortunes for thofe who 
\vill, and entirely defi:roying thofe ,,"ho "rill not, 
be fuhfervient to his purpofcs. 


An 
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An opInIon prevailed, firongly confirmed by 
feveral paffages in his own letters, as well as by a 
combination of cÏrcumfiances forming a body of 
evidencc which cannot be refified, that very great 
fums have been by him difiributed, through a long 
courfe of years, to [orne of the company's fervants. 
Befides thefe prefumed payments in ready money 
(of which, from the nature of the thing, the direét 
proof is very difficult) debts have at feveral pe- 
riods been acknowledged to thofe gentlemen, to 
an immenfe amount; that is, to forne Inillions of 
fterling money. Thcre is firong reafon to fufpea, 
that the body of thefe debts is wholly fiétitious, 
and was never created by money bona fide lent. 
But even on a fuppofition that this vall: fUln ,vag 
reaIly advanced, it was impoffible that the very 
reality of fuch an afionifhing tranfaétion íhould 
not cau[e fOlllC degree of alanll, and incite to fome 
fort of inquiry. 
It was not at all feclnly, at a moment when the 
company itfclf was fo difireífed, as to require a fuf. 
penfion, byaB: of parlialllent, of the paYlllcnt of 
bills drawn on theln from In.dia-and alfo a direé1: 
tax upon evcry houfe in England, in order to fa. 
cilitate the vent of their goods, and to avoid in
 
llant infolvency-at that very moment that their 
fervants fhould appear in fo flouriíhing a condi. 
tion, as, befides ten millions of other delnands on 
their mallers, to be entitled to c1aÎIn a debt of three 
or 
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or four millions more from the territorial revenue 
of one of their dependent princes. 
The oftenfible pecuniary tranfaß:ions of the na.. 
bob of Arcot, with very private perfons, are fo 
enormous, that they evidently fet afide every pre.. 
tence of policy, which might induce a prudent 
government in forne infl:ances to wink at ordinary 
loofe praaice in ill-managed departments. No 
caution could be too great in handling this mat- 
ter; no fcrutiny too exaét. It was evident1y the 
interefl:, and as evidently at leafi in the power, of 
the creditors, by admitting fecret participation in 
this dark and undefined concern, to {pread cor.. 
ruption to the greateft and the moft alarming 
extent. 
Thefe faB:s relative to the debts were fo noto- 
rious, the opinion of their being a principal fource 
of the diforders of the Britifh government in India 
\vas fa undifputed and uniyerfal, that there ,vas. 
no party, no defcription of n1en in parliament, 
who did not think theillfelves bound, if not in 
honour and confcience, at leafl: in common de- 
('ency, to infiitute a vigorous inquiry into the 
very bottom of the bufinefs, before they admitted 
any part of that vafi and fufpicious charge to be 
laid upon an exhaufied c0untry. Every plan con- 
curred in direcring fuch an inquiry; in order that 
whatever was difcovered to be corrupt, fraudu- 
lent, Of oppreffive, {hould lead to a due anirnad... 
verfion 
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v
rlion on the offenders; and if any thing fair and 
equitable in its origin fhould be found (nobody 
fufpeéted that much, cOlnparative1y fpeaking, 
would be fo found) it might be provided for; in 
due fubordination, ho\vever, to the eafe of the 
fubjeét, and the fervice of the fiate. 
Thefe \vere the alleged grounds for an inquiry, 
fettled in all the bills brought into parliament re- 
lative to India, and there were I think no lefs than 
four of them. By the bill, con1monly called Mr. 
Pitt's bill, the inquiry was fpecially, and by exprefs 
words, cOlllmitted to the court of direétors, with- 
out any referve for the interference of any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It was ordered that 
they fhould l11ake the inquiry into the origin and 
jufiice of thefe debts, as f:u as the materials in their 
po{feffion enabled them to proceed; and where 
they found thofe materials deficient, they fhould 
order the prefidency of Fort St. George [Madras] 
to complete the inquiry. 
The court of direétors applied themfelves to the 
execution of the truft repofed in theln. They firft 
examined into the amount of the debt, \vhich they 
computed, at compound intcrefi, to be 2,945,600/. 
Herling. Whether their mode of computation, 
either of the original furns, or the amount on 
compound interefi:, ,vas exaa; that i
, \vhether 
they tuok the intercfi too high, or the fcycral Cl- 
pitals too lo\v, is not material. On whatever 
p rinci ph." 
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principle any of the calculations were made up, 
none of them found the debt to differ from the 
recital of the aét, which afferted, that the fums 
claimed \vere " very large." The Iail head of thefe 
debts the direåors compute at 2,465,6801. fier- 
ling. Of the exifi:ence of this debt the direétors 
heard nothing until 1776, and they fay, that, 
"although they had repeatedly \vritten to the na,- 

, bob of Arcot, and to their fervants, refpeéting 
" the debt, yet they had never been able to trace the 
" origin thereof, or to obtain allY fatisfaélory ìnfor11la.. 
" lion on the Jubjell." 
1'he court of direaors, after flating the circulu.. 
fiances under which the debts appeared to them 
to have been contraåed, add as follows: "For 
"thefe reafons \"-e fhould haye thought it our 
." duty to inquire 'l.'ery minutely into thofe debts, 

, even if the acr of parliament had been filent on 
" the fubjeét, before ,ve concurred in any meafure 
"for their payment. But \vith the pofitive in- 
" junâions of the aét before us, to examine into 
1:' their nature and origin, \\Te are indifpenfably 

'bound to direB: fuch an inquiry to be infii- 
"tuted." They then orJer the prefident and 
(:ouncil of Madras to enter into a full examination, 
&c. &c. 
The direétors having drawn up their order to 
the preíìdency on thefe principles, communicated 
the draught of the general letter in \vhich thofe 
orders 
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orders were contained, to the board of his ma- 
jefty's minifiers, and other fervants lately confii- 
tuted by Mr. Pitt's Eafi: India aß:. Thefe minif- 
ters, who had jufi: carried through parliament the 
bill ordering a fpecifick inquir-y, imillediately dre\v 
up another letter, on a principle direå:ly oppofitc 
to that, which was prefcribed by the aét of par- 
Iiamen t, and follo\ved by the direétors. In thefe 
fecond orders, all idea of an inquiry into the juf.. 
tice and origin of the pretended debts, particularly 
of the laft, the greatefi, and the moft obnoxious 
to fufpicion, is abandoned. They are all admitted 
and efiablifhed \vithout any invefiigation ,vhatfo- 
ever; except fome private conference with the 
agents of the claimants is to pafs for an invefiiga.. 
tion; and a fund for thcir difcharge is aflìgned and 
fet apart out of the revenues of the Carnatick.- 
To this arrangemcnt in favour of their fervants, 
fervants fufpeåed of cerruption, and conviéted of 
difobedience, the direétors of the Eaft India com.. 
pany were ordered to fet their hands, afferting it 
to ari[e from their own conviéHon and opinion, in 
flat contradiéHon to their recorded fentiments, 
their {hong remonftrance, and their declared fenfe 
of thcir duty, as wcll under their general trufi and 
their oath as direétors, as under the exprcfs in- 
junétions of an aét of parliament. 
The principles upon \\?hich this fummary pro. 
ceeding 'w.s adopted by the minifierial board, are 
fta.ted 
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flated by themfelves in a number in the appendix 
to this fpeech. 
By another feB:ion of the fame aa, the fame 
court of direétors were ordered to take into con- 
fideration and to decide on the indeterminate 
rights of the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob of 
Arcot; and in this, as in the former cafe, no power 
of appeal, revifion, or alteration was' referved to 
any other. It \vas a jurifdiéHon, in a caufe be. 
tween party and party, given to the court of di- 
reaors fpecifically. It was known that the terri- 
tories of the former of thefe princes had been 
twice invaded and pillaged, and the prince depofed 
and imprifone_d, by the company's fervants, influ- 
enced by the intrigues of tlle latter, and for the 
purpofe of paying his pretended debtg. The com. 
pany had, in the year ] 775, ordered a refioration 
of the rajah to his governillent, under certain con- 
ditions. The rajah complained that his territories 
had not been cOlllplete1y refiored to him; and that 
110 part of his goods, money, revenues, or records, 
llnjufily taken and \vithheld from him, were ever 
returned. The nabob, on the other hand, never 
ceafed to claim the country itfclf, and carried on 
a continued train of negotiation, that it íhould 
again be given up to him, in violation of the com- 
pany's publick faith. 
The direB:ors, in obedience to this part of the 
aa, ordered an inquiry, and came to a determi. 
nation 
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Eation to refl:ore certain of his territories to the 
rajah. The minifl:ers proceeding as in the former 
cafe, without hearing any party, refcinded the de- 
cifion of the direét:ors, refufed the refl:itution of 
the territory, and ,vithout regard to the condition 
of the country of Tanjour, which had been within 
a few years four times plundered (twice by the 
nabob of Arcot, and t\vice by enemies brought 
upon it folely by the politicks of the fame nabob, 
the declared enemy of that people) and ,vithout 
difcounting a {hilling for their fufferings, they ac- 
cumulate an arrear of about 400,000 pounds of 
pretended tribute to this enemy; and then they 
order the direét:ors to put their hands to a ne\v 
adjudication, direétly contrary to a judgment in 
a judicial characrer and trull, folemnly given by 
them, and entered on their records. 
Thefe proceedings naturally called for fome in- 
quiry. On the 28th of February, 1785, Mr. Fox 
made the following motion in the houfe of com- 
mons, after moving that the claufes of the aé1: 
fhould be read-" That the proper officer do lay 
" before this houfe copies and extracrs of all let.. 
" ters and orders of the court of direét:ors of the 
" united Eall-India company, in purfuance of the 
"injunét:ions contained in the 37th and 3 8th 
" claufes of the [lid au;" and the quellion being 
put, it paIred in the negative by a very great ma- 
jority. 
VOL. IV. 0 The 


,.. 
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The Iail fpeech in the debate ,vas the following; 
\vhich is given to the publick, not as being more 
worthy of its attention than others (fome of which 
\Vere of confummate ability) but as entering l110re 
into the detail of the fubjeéè. 


SPEECH 



S PEE C Ht &c. 


T HE times \ve live in, !vIr. Speaker, have been 
difiinguiíhed by extraordinary events. Ha,,- 
bituated, how'"ever, as we are, to uncommon com- 
binations of men and of affairs, I believe nobody 
recolleås any thing more furprifing than the fpec- 
tade of this day. The right honourable gentle- 
Inan, · whofe conduét is no\v in quefiion, formerly 
flood forth in this houfe, the profecutor of the 
'worthy baronct t who fpoke after hiln. He 
charged him with feveral grievous aB:s of malver- 
fation in office; with abufcs of a publick trufi of 
a great and heinous nature. In lefs than two 
years \ve fee the fituation of the parties reverfed; 
and a fingular revolution puts the \\Torthy baronet 
in a fair way of returning the profecution in a re- 
criminatory bill of pains and penalties, grounded 
on a breach of publick trufi, relative to the go- 
yernment of the very í:1me part of India. If he 
fhould undertake a bill of that kind, he will find 
no difficulty in conduding it ,,-ith a degree of íkill 


· R.ïght honourahle Henry Dundas. 
t Sir Thomas Rumb(.lo.1, late governour of l\hdras. 
o 2 and 
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and vigour fully equal to all that have been exerted 
againft him. 
But the change of relation bel,vecn thefe two 
gentlemen is not fo ftriking as the total difference 
of their deport111ent under the fan1e unhappy cÏr- 
cumfiances. Whatever the merits of the ,vorthy 
baronet's defence nÜght have been, he did not 
íhrink fron) the charge. He Inet it \vith Inanli- 
nefs of fpirit, and decency of behaviour. What 
would have been thought of him, if he had held 
the prefent language of his old accufer? When ar- 
ticles were exhibited againft him by that right ho- 
nourable gentleman, he did not think proper to 
tell the houfe that we ought to infiitute no in- 
quiry, to infpeå no paper, to exan1ine no ,vitnefs. 
He did not tell us (\vhat at that time he Inight 
have told us with fome íhe,v of reafon) that our 
concerns in India were matters of delicacy; that 
to divulge any thing relative to thelll \vould be 
mifchievous to the flate. He did not tell us, that 
thofe who would inquiré into his proceedings 
were difpofed to dif111ember the empire. He had 
not the prefumption to fay, that for his part, hav- 
ing obtained in his Indian prefidency, the ultimate 
objed of his ambition, his honour was concerned 
in executing with integrity the truft which had 
been legaHy committed to his charge: That others, 
not having been fa fortunate, could not be fo dif- 
interefted; and therefore their accufations could 
fpring 
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fpring from no other fource than faétion, and envy 
to his fortune. 
Had he been frontlefs enough to hold fuch vain, 
vapouring languaF;e in the face of a grave, a de- 
tailed, a fpecified matter of accufation, ,vhilft he 
violently refified every thing which could bring 
the n1erits of his caufe to the tefi; had he been 
,,'ild enough to anticipate the abfurdities of this 
day; that is, bad he inferred, as his late acC\.:fer 
has thought proper to do, that he could not have 
been guilty of malverfation in oflice, for this fole 
and curious reafon, that he had been in office; 
had he argued the impoflìbility of his abufing his 
power on this [ole principle, that he had power to 
abufe, he would have left but one impreffion on 
the 111ind of every nlan who heard hÏ111, and \vho 
believed him in his fenfes-that in the utlnoft ex- 
tent he was guilty of the charge. 
But, Sir, leaving thefe t\"'O gentlëmen to alter- 
nate, as criminal and accufer, upon \vhat principles 
they think expedient; it is for us to confider, 
v:hether the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
trcafurer of the navy, aaing as a board of control, 
are juftified by law or policy, in fufpending the 
legal arrangcI11ents made by the court of direc- 
tors in order to transfer the publick revenues to 
the private cn10lument of certain fervants of the 
Eafi-India company, without the inquiry into the 
origin and jufiice of their claims, prefcribed by an 
aa of parliament? 


03 


It 
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It is not contended, that the ad of parIiaillent 
did not exprefsly ordain an inquiry. It is not af- 
ferted that this inquiry was not, with equal pre- 
cilÌon of terms, fpecially cOlnmitted under parti- 
cular regulations to the court of direB:ors. I 
conceive, therefore, the board of control had no 
right whatfoever to intern1eddle in that hufinefs. 
There is nothing certain in the principles of juri!: 
prudence, if this be not undeniably true, that 
when a fpedal authority is given to any perfons 
by name, to do f0111e particular aét, that no others, 
by virtue of general powers, can obtain a lcg
l 
title to intrude thel11felves into that trull, and to 
exercife thofe fpecial funétions in their place. I 
therefore confider the intermedòling of l11inillers 
in this affair as a downright ufurpation. But if 
the firaincd confiruétioll, by which they have 
forced thclllfelves into a fufpicious office (\\'hich 
every man, delicate ,vith regard to charaéter, 
\vould rather have fought conHruc1ions to avoid) 
\\'ere perfecrly found and perfeétly legal, of this 
I am certain, that they cannot be jufiified in de.. 
dining the inquiry which had been prefcribed to 
th
 court of direB:ors. If the board of control 
did lawfully po{fds the fight of executing the fpe.. 
cial trufi given to that court, they mull take it as 
they found it, fubjecr to the very faille regulations 
which bound the court of direétors. It will be 
allowed that the court of diredors had no autho- 
rity to difpen[1; \vith eit!ll;r the fubfiance or the 
l110de 
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mode of inquiry prefcribed by the aét of parlia- 
ment. If they had not, where, in the aét, did the 
board of control acquire that capacity? Indeed, it 
was impoffible they íhould acquire it.- vVhat muft 
we think of the fabrick and texture of an aét of 
parliament \vhich fhould find it neceífary to pre- 
fcribe a firiå inquifition; that iliould defcend into 
minute r
gulations for the condud of that inquifi.- 
tion; that íhould cOinmit this truft to a particular 
defcription of l11cn, and in the very fan1e breath 
íhould enable anothcr body, at their own pleafure, 
to fuperfede all the provifions the lcgifiature had 
made, and to defeat the whole purpofe, end, and 
objeå of the law? This cannot be fuppofed even 
of an aå of parliament conceived by the nlinifiers 
themfelves, and brought forth during the deliriuln 
of the Iaft feffion. 
1\Iy honourable friend has told you in the fpeech 
\vhich introduced his nlotion, that fortunately this 
quefiion is not a great deal involved in the lahy- 
rinths of Indian detail. Certainly not. But if it 
'were, I bcg leave to 
drure you, that there is no- 
thing in the Indian detail \vhich is lTIOre difficult 
than in thc detail of any other bufinefs. I admit, 
becaufe I bave fume experience of the fad, that for 
the intcriour regulation of India, a minute know- 
ledge of India is requifite. But on any fpccifick 
mattcr of delinquency in its government, you are 
ÂS capable of judging, as if the fame thing were 
o 4 done 


... ..... 
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done at your door. Fraud, injufiice,oppreffion, 
peculation, engendered in India, are crimes of the 
fame blood, family, and cafi, with thofe that are 
born and bred in England. To go no farther than 
the cafe before us: you are jufi as competent to 
judge ,vhether the furn of four millions fierling 
ought
 or ought not, to be pafl"ed from the publick 
treafury into a private pocket, without any title 
except the claim of the parties, ,vhen the iffue of 
faa is laid in Madras, as when it is laid in Wefi- 
minfier. Terms of art, indeed, are different in 
different places; but they are generally underfiood 
in none. The technical fiyle of an Indian treafury 
is not one jot more remote than the jargon of our 
own exchequer, from the train of our ordinary 
ideas, or the idiom of our COlnmon language. 
The difference therefore in the two cafes is not in 
th
 comparative difficulty or facility of the two 
fubjecrs, but in our attention to the one, and our 
total neglea of the other. I-Iad this attention and 
negleét been regulated by the value of the feveral 
objeé1:s, there would be nothing to complain of. 
But the reverfe of that fuppofition is true. The 
{cene of tile Indian abufe is difiant indeed; but 
,ve mufi not infer, that the value of our interefi 
in it is decreafed in proportion as it recedes from 
our view. In our politiêks, as in our common 
conduét, we {hall be worfe than infants, if we do 
not put our fenfes under the tuition of our judg- 
ment, 
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ment, and effeétually cure ourfelves of that optical 
illufion which makes a briar at our nofe of greater 
magnitude, than an oak at five hundred yards 
difiance. 
I think I can trace all the calamities of this coun- 
try to the fingle fource of our not having had 
fteadily before our eyes a general, comprehenfive, 
,vell-connecred, and well-proportioned vie\v of the 
whole of our dominions, and a jufi fcnfe of their 
true bearings and relations. After all its reduc. 
tions, the Britiíh empire is nill vafi and various. 
After all the reduétions of the houfe of commons, 
(firipped as we are of our brightefi ornaments, 
and of our mofi important privileges) enough are 
yet left to furnifh us, if we 
lea[e, ,,'ith means of 
fhewing to the world, that we de[erve the fuper- 
intendance of as large an empire as this kingdom 
ever held, and the continuance of as ample privi- 
leges as the houfe of commons, in the plenitude of 
its po\ver, had been habituated to affert. But if 
we make our[elves too little for the fphere of our 
duty; if, on the contrary, \\re do not firetch and 
expand our Ininds to the compafs of their objecr, 
be well aífured, that every thing about us will 
dwindle by degrees, until at length our concerns 
are íhrunk to the dimenfions of our minds. It is 
not a predilecrion to mean, fordid, home-bred 
cares, that will avert the confequences of a falfe 
efiimation of our intercfi, or prevent the {hameful 
dilapidation 
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dilapidation into which a great empire mufl: fan, 
by mean reparations upon mighty ruins. 
I confefs I feel a degree of difgufi, almofl: lead- 
ing to dcfpair, at the Inanner in which ,ve arc 
aB:ing in the great exigencies of our country. 
There is now a bill in this houfe, appointing a 
rigid inquifition into the n1inuteil detail of our 
offices at home. The colleB:ion of fixteen millions 
annually; a colleB:ion on which the publick great- 
11cfs, fafety, and credit have their reliance; the 
'whole order of crin1inal jurifprudence, which 
110lds together fociety itfe1f, have at no time 
obliged us to call forth fuch po\\'ers; no, nor any 
thing like them. There is not a principle of the 
la\v and confl:itution of this country that is not 
fubverted to favour the execution of that projeét:. 
 
And for what is all this apparatus of bufile and 
terrour? Is it becaufe any thing fubfiantial is ex- 
pcB:ed from it? No. The fiir and bufile itfelf is 
the end propofed. The eye-fervants of a :lhort- 
lighted mailer will employ themfelves, not on 
wh:lt is moil effential to his affairs, but on \vhat is 
nearefi to his ken. Great difficulties have given 
a jufi value to æconomy; and our minifier of the 
day mufi be an reconomifi, '\vhatever it may coft 
us. But ,vhere is he to exert his talents? At 
home to be fure ; for where elfe can he obtain a 
profitable credit for their exertion? It is nothing 
.. .A ppendix, No. I. 
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to him, whether the objecr on ,vhich he ",yorks 
under our eye be proIni1ìng or not. If he does 
not obtain any publick benefit, he may l11ake re- 
gulations \\íithout end. Thofe are fure to pay in 
prefent expeétation, ,vhilfi the effec1 is at a difiance, 
and may be the concern of other tiIlles, and other 
1I1en. On there principles he choofes to fuppofe 
(for he does not pretend l110re than to fuppofe) a 
naked pofiìbility, that he fhall dra,v fome refource 
out of crumbs dropped from the trenchers of pe- 
nury; that fomething {hall be laid in fiore from 
the fhort allowance of revenue officers, overloaded 
\vith duty, and famiíhed for \vant of bread; by a 
reduction from officers who are at this very hour 
ready to batter the trea[ury 'with \vhat breaks 
through ftone \valls, for an increafe of their ap- 
IJointn1ents. FrOln the Inarrowle[s bones of thefe 
tke1eton efiabliíhments, by the ufe of every fort 
of cutting, and of every fort of fretting tool, he 
flatters him[elf that llC may chip and rafp an Cl11- 
pirical ali01entJ.ry powder, to diet into fame íìmi- 
litude of health and fubf1:ance the languiíhing chi. 
Ineras of fraudulent refonnation. 
'Vhilfi he is thus elnploycd according to his po- 
licy and to his tafie, he has not leifure to inquire 
into tho[c abufcs in India tIIJ.t are drawin<Y off mo- 
b 
ney by ll1Íl1ious f[()In the treafures of this country, 

\'hich arc cxhJ.ufiing the vÍtJ.l juices from mem- 
bers of the nate, \\' here the publick inanition is far 
more 
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more forely felt than in the local exchequer of 
England. Not content with winking at thefe 
abufes, ",hilft he attempts to fqueeze the laborious 
ill-paid drudges of Englifh }Oevenue, he lavifhes in 
one aa of corrupt prodigality, upon thofe ,vho 
never ferved the publick in any honeft occupation 
at all, an annual income equal to two thirds of the 
. 
whole colleåion of the revcnucs of this kingdom. 
Aåuated by the fame principle of choice, he 
has now on the anvil another fchernc, fun of dif- 
ficulty and defperate hazard, which totally altcrs 
the comillercial relation of two kingdon1s; and 
what end foever it {hall have, n1ay bequeath a le- 
gacy of heart-burning and difcontent to one of the 
countries, perhaps to both, to be perpetuated to 
the latefi poftErity. This projeét is alfo undcrtaken 
on the hope of profit. It is provided, that out 
of fome (1 kno\v not ,vhat) reillaills of the Irifh 
hereditary revenue, a fund at fOlne time, and of 
forne fort, íhould be applied to the protec1ion of 
the Irifh trade. Here ,ve are cOIllIl1andcd again 
to talk our faith, and to perfuade ourfelves, that 
out of the furplus of deficiency, out of the LIvings 
of habitual and fyfiematick prodigality, thc mi- 
nifter of ,,'onders ,vill provide fupport for this na- 
tion, finking under the mountainous load of t\\'O 
hundred and thirty nlillions of debt. But \vhilft 
we look with pain at his defperate and laborious 
trifling; whilft we are apprchenfive that he ,vill 
break 
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break his back in fiooping t
 pick up chaff and 
fira\vs, he recovers himfclf at an ebfiick bound, 
and with a broad-cafi: f"ring of his arm, he fquan- 
clers over his Indian field a fUlll far greater than 
the clear produce of the whole heJ;"editary revenue 
of the kingdom of Ireland. '*' 
Strange as this fchellle of conducr in minifiry is, 
and inconfifient with all jufi: policy, it is ftill true 
to itfelf, ançl faithful to its O\\rn perverted order. 
Tho[e who are bountiful to criines, ,vill be rigid to 
merit, and penurious to fervice. Their penury is 
even held out as a blind and cover to their prodi- 
gality. The reconomy of injufiice is, to furnifh 
re[ources for the fund of corruption. Then they 
payoff their protecrion to great crimes and great 
criminals, by being inexorable to the paltry frail- 
ties of little men; and thefe n10dern flagellants are 
fure, with a rigid fidelity, to ,vhip their own 
enormities on the vicarious back of every Í111all 
offender. 
It is to draw your attention to reconomy of 
quite another order; it is to animadvert on of- 
fences of a far different dc[cription, that my hu- 


· The whole of the net Irilh hereditary revenue is, on a me- 
(1ium of the laft feven years, about 33 0 ,000/. yearly. The re- 
yenues of all denominations fall íhort more than 15 0 ,000/. 
yearly of the charGes. On the prefillt produce, if Mr. Pit[ 's 
(cheme was to take place, he might gain from feven to ten 
thoufand l)Ounds a }.ear. 
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nourable friend has brought before you the motion 
of this day. It is to perpetuate the abufes \vhich 
are fubverting the fabrick of your empire, that 
the motion is oppofed. It is therefore \vith reafon 
(and if he has power to carry himfelf through, I 
commend his prudence) that the right honourable 
gentleman makes his fiand at the very outfet; and 
boldly refufes all parliamentary information. Let 
him admit but one fiep towards inquiry, and he 
is undone.. You mufi be ignorant, or he cannot 
be fafe. But before his curtain is let down, and 
the fhades of eternal night fhall veil our eaftern 
dominions from our view, permit me, Sir, to avail 
myfelf of the means which \vere furniíhed in anx- 
ious and inquiíìtive times, to demonfirate out of 
this fingle aB: of the prefent minificr, ,vhat advan. 
tages you are to derive from permitting the greatefi 
concern of this nation to be feparated from the 
cognizance, and exempted even out of the corn.. 
petence, of parliament. The greatefi body of your 
revenue, your moft nun1erous armies, your moft 
important commerce, the richeft fources of you r 
publick credit, (contrary to every idea of the 
known fettled policy of England) are on the point 
of being converted into a myfiery of flate. You 
are going to have one half of the globe hid even 
from the common liberal curiofity of an Englifh 
gentleman. IIcre a grand revolution C
)ll1mences. 
Mark the period, and mark the circumfiances. In 
moft 
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moll: of the capital changes that are recorded in 
the principles and fyftem of any government, a 
publick benefit of fome kind or other has been 
pretended. The revolution commenced in fome.. 
thing plaufible; in fOlllething which carried the 
Äppearance at leafi of puniíhment of delinquency, 
or correétion of abufe. But here, in the very mo- 
ment of the converfion of a department of Britifu 
governillent into an Indian myftery, and in the 
very aB: in 'which the change commences, a cor- 
rupt, private interefl: is fet up in direét: oppofition 
to the neceffities of the nation. A diverfion is 
made of millions of the publick money from the 
publick treafury to a private purfe. It is not into 
fccret negotiations for war, peace, or alliance, that 
the houfe of commons is forbidden to inquire. It 
is a ll1atter of account; it is a pecuniary tranfac- 
tion; it is the denland of a fufpeéted ll:eward upon 
ruined tenants and an elnbarrafTed mafier, that 
the conunons of Great Britain are commanded 
not to infpea. The \vhole tenour of the right 
honourable gentleman's argument is confonant to 
the nature of his policy. The fyftem of conceal- 
mcnt is foitcred by a f yftem of falfehood. Falfe 
faéts, falfc colours, falfc names of perfons and 
things, are its whole fupport. 
Sir, I mcan to follow the right honourable gen.. 
tlelnan over that field of deception, clearing \vhat 
he has l)Urpofe1y oùfcured, and fairly fiating ,vhat 
it 
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it was neceffary for hiiTI to n1ifreprefent. For this 
purpofe, it is neccfi
lfY you iliould kno\v with 
{(HUe degree of difiinånefs, a little of the locality, 
the nature, the circuillfiances, the magnitude of 
the pretended dcbts on which this marvellous do- 
nation is founded, as "\\7ell as of the perfons from 
whom and by whom it is claimed. 
Madras, ,vith its dependencies, is the fecond 
(but ,vith a long interval, the fecond) member of 
the Britifh empire in the call. The trade of that 
city, and of the adjacent territory, ,vas, not very 
long ago, among the moft flourifhing in Afia. But 
fince the efiablifhment of the Britifh po\ver, it has 
walled away under an uniform gradual decline; 
infomuch that in the year 1779 not one merchant 
of eminence \vas to be found in the whole coun- 
try.* During this period of decay, about fix hun- 
dred thoufand fierling pou'nds a year have been 
drawn off by Engliíh gentlemen on their private 
account, by the \vay of China alone. t If we add 
four hundred thouÜnd, as probably remitted 
through other channels, and in other mediums, 
that is, in jewels, gold, and filver direåly brought 
to Europe, and in bills upon the Britiih and fo- 
reign companies, you will fcarcely think the matter 
over-rated. If \ve fix the commencement of this 


· Mr. Smith's examination before the CeleB committee, Ap- 
pendix, NO.2. 
t Appendix, 
o. 2. 
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extraction of l110ncy from the Carnatick a tape. 
riod no earlier than the year 1760, and clofc it in 
the year 1780, it probably \vill not anlount to a 
great dealle[s than t,,-enty n1Ïl1ions of lllolley. 
During the deep filent flow of this fieady ftreanl 
of wealth, \vhich fet frOln lndi:t into Europe, it 
gencrally p<lffed on with no adequate obfervation ; 
but happcning at f0111e periods to meet rifts of 
rocks tl1.1t checked its courfe, it grew Inore noi[r 
and attracted Illore notice. The pecuniary di[cu{: 
fions cau[ed by an accumulation of part of the for- 
tunes of thcir fcrvallts in a debt frOin the lubob of 
l\rcot, was the fira thing ,vhich very p<lrticuhrly 
c<llled for, and long en
:lgcd, the attention of the 
court of directors. 'This debt 
llnounted to eight 
hundrcd and eighty thou[lnd pound5 ficrling, and 
,vas cbinled, for the greatcr p.ut, by Englinl gen- 
tlcnicn, refidin
 at l\Iadras. 'This grand capital, 
ièttlcd at length by order at ten per ccnt. afforded 
an annuity of cighty-eight thouf.ànd pounds. * 
\Vhilfi the Jircétors \\.cre digefting their afio- 
nifhlnent at this information, a nlCITIOrial ,,-as pre. 
fented to thcm from three 
ent1eil1en, infonning 
thcIll that their friends had lent likcwife, to ll1er- 
chants of Canton in China, a fUIn of not more 
dun one n1Ïìlion Herling. In this D1enìorÎal they 
clUcd upon thc cornp

ny for their af1ìil:ance and 


'" FomtlI rrport. 'Ir. J)'.II'da!"s committee, p, 4. 
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interp0fition \vith the Chinefe governn1ent for the 
recovery of the debt. This furn lent to Chinefe 
lI1erchants, \vas at 24 per cent. which would yield, 
if paid, an annuity of two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds.:iF 
Perplexed as the direcrors \vere with thefe de- 
n1ands, you 111ay conceive, Sir, that they did not 
find then1felves very 111uch difembarraífed, by be- 
ing made acquainted that they lTIUft again exert 
their influence for a ne'v referye of the happy p
lr- 
iìlnony of thcir fCfvants, collcétcd into a fecond 
ddJt fr01TI the nu.bo
) öf ,\rcot, alTIounting to two 
n1Ïl1ions four hundred thoufand pounds, fettled at 
. an interefi of 12 per ccnt. This is kno\vn by the 
nan
c of the Confolidation of J 7ï7, as the former 
of the nabob's debts was by the title of the Con- 
folidation of I j6? To this was added, in a fepa- 
râte parcel, a little re[erve called the Cavalry debt, 
of one hundred and fixty thou[;lnd pounds, at the 
ÍJrne intcrefi. The \vhole of thefe four capitals, 
muounting to four miHions four hundred and forty 
thoul
ind pounds, produced at their feveral rates, 
annuities alTIounting to fix hundred and twenty. 
three thoufand pounds a year; a good deal more 
than one-third of the clear land-tax of Eng1and, 


.. A witnefs examined bcfore tne committee of fecrecy fays
 
tbat eighteen prr enll. was the ufm:l iI.tcTcH: but he had heard 
that more ha.l ul:cn given. The above is the account which 
:Mr. B. receivd. 
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at four íhillings in the pound; a good deal more 
than double the whole annual dividend of the Eafi 
India cOlnpany, the nominal mafiers to the propri- 
etors in thefe funds. Of this interefi, three hun
 
dred and eighty - th!'ee thouLlnd t\vo hundred 
pounds a year fiood chargeable on the publick re. 
venues of the Carnatick. 
Sir, at thi., moment, it \vill not be nece{fary to 
confider the various operations \vhich the capital 
and interefi of this debt have fuccd1ìvely under- 
gone. I {hall fpeak to thefe operations \\'hen I COine 
particularly to anfwcr the right honourable gentle.. 
nun on each of the heads, as he has thought pro- 
per to divide thein. But this \vas the exact vie\v 
in which there debts firfi appeared to the court of 
direétors, and to the world. It varied afterwards. 
But it never appeared in any other than a l110ft 
quefiionable fhape. When this gigantick phantom 
of debt firfi appeared before a young miniH:cr, it 
naturally \\'Quld have juftified fOlne degree of 
doubt and apprehenfion. Such a prodigy \\'oulJ 
have filled any comillon man ,vith fuperfiitious 
fears. lIe \vould exorcife that fhapclef'i, namelefs 
forn1, and by every thing facred ,,'ould have ad- 
jured it to tell by \\'hat 111eans a fmall number of 
Hight individuals, of no confequence or fituation't 
pofTdfed of no lucrative offices, ,yithout the com- 
n1and of armies, or the known adnlinifiration of 
revenues, without profeffion of any kil
d, without 
P 2 an 'í 
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any fort of trade fufficient to employ a pedlar, 
could have, in a few years (as to fome, even 
in a fe\v n10nths) anuffed treafures equal to the 
rcvenues of a refpeétable kingdOlTI ? Was it not 
enough to put thefe gentlcIncn, in the noviciate 
of thcir adn1inil1ration, on their guard, and to call 
upon thcIn for a firic1 inquiry (if not to jufiify 
thcl11 in a reprobation of tholè delnands \vithout 
any inquiry at :lB) that whcn all England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland had for ycars- hcen witnefs to 
the immenfc iilms laid out by the fcrvants of the 
c0111pany in itocks of all deno111inations, in the 
purdlafe of bnds, in the buying and building of 
houfès, in the iècuring quiet fcats in parlialnent, 
or in the tun1ultuous riot of contefied eleétions, in 
wandcrin<'" thro'J
hout the 'whole ran g e of thofe 
o 
 . 
variegated 1110dcs of inventive prodigality, \vhich 
í()l11ctimcs hayc excited our wonder, fomctimes 
routèd our inJignation; that after all India was 
four 111ilJions Hill in debt to them? India in debt 
to thcm.' For what? Evcry debt for which an equi- 
valent of fome kind or othcr is not given, is on 
the face of it a fraud. \Vhat is the equivalent they 
have given? 'Vhat equivalent had they to give? 
'Vhat are the articles of commerce, or the branches 
of n1anutaåure which thofe gentle1l1en have car- 
ried hence to enrich India? Vvhat are the fciences 
they beamed out to enlighten it? '\That are the 
arts they introduced to cheal' and to adorn it? 
\Vhat 


- .. 
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\\That are the religious, what the Bloral inilitu- 
tÏons they have tau
ht anl(mg that people as a 
g\ id 
 to life, or as a confolation \vhen life is to be 
no Inore, that there is an eternal deht, a debt 
" fiill paying fiill to owe," which 11lufi be bound 
on the prefent generation in India, and entailed on 
their mortgaged pofierity for e\7er? A debt of 
millions, in favour of a fet of Inen, whof
 names, 
\vith fe\v exceptions, are either buried in the ob- 
fcurity of their origin and talents, or dragged into 
light by the enOrIT1Ïty of their crinlcs? 
In IllY opinion the courage of the minifier \\T3S 
the 1110fi wonderful lurt of the tranÜaion, cfpe- 
cially as he mufi have read, or ra.ther the ri
ht 
honourable gentleIllan fays, he has read for him, 
whole volullles upon the fubjea. The voluIlles, 
by the way, are not by one tenth part fa nUlIIC- 
rous as the right honourable gentlt:;man has thought 
proper to pretend, in order to frighten you fro111 
inquiry; but in thefe VOIU111CS, fuch as they arc, 
the Ininifier 11lufi have found a full authority for 
a fufpicion (at the very leafi) of every thing reLl.- 
tive to the great fortunes made at l\ladras. 'Vhat 
is that authority? 'Vhy no other than the f1:and- 
ing authority for an the claims v:hich the minifiry 
]1as thought fit to provide for-the grJ.nd debtor 
-the nabob of Arcot hiInfdt: I1ear that prince, 
in the letter written to the court of direå:ors, at 
the precife period, ,vhilfi the Inain body of thcfe 
P 3 debts 
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debts were contraaing. In his letter he fiates 
himfelf to be, what undoubtedly he is, a moil: 
cOinpetent witnefs to this point. After fpeaking 
of the \var with I-Iyder Ali in 1768 and 1769, and 
of other meafures which he cenfures (whether right 
or wrong it fignifies nothing) and into \vhich he 
fays he had been led by the company's fervants; 
he proceeds in this manner-" If all thcfe things 
" \vcre againfl: the real intcrefis of thc cOinpany, 
" they are ten thoufand tilnes more againfi Inine, 
" and againfi the profperity of my country, and 
" the happincfs of my people; for your interefis 
" and ll1ine are the faine. lrhat u'ere they owing 
" to then! to the pri<vate views of a few individuals, 
" who have enriched themfelves at the expellce of your 
" influEnce, and of my country; 
for y()ur ftrvants 
" HAVE NO 'TRADE IN THIS COUNrRr; llei. 
" ther do you pay them high wages, yet in a 
few years 
" they return to England with many lecks if pagodas. 
" l-Iow can JOU or I account for fuch imllJenje flrtullcs 
"acquired ill fo fhort a tilll
, without any vijìble 
" means of getting them?" 
vVhen he aíked this quefiion, \vhich involves its 
anf\\'er, it is extraordinary that curiofity did not 
prompt the chancellor of the exchequer to that 
inquiry, which might corne in vain recommended 
to him by his own aa of parliaIllent. Does not 
the nabob of Arcot tcll us in fo many words, that 
there \'"as no fair way of making the enormous 
iìnns 
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fums rent by the C0111pany's [erva
1ts to England? 

nd do Y OU in1arrine that there \-\'.lS or could be 
o 
Inore honeíly and good faith, in th
 dcmand:; for 
\vhat re111ained behind in India? Of what natu: e 
\vere the tranfaéì:ions with hilTIfelf? If you folIo\v 
the train of his infornlation you nlufi fc
, that if 
thefe great fUITIS wcre at all lent, it was not pro- 
perty, but fpoil that v.'as lent; if not lent, the 
trantlétion was not a contraéì:, but a fr.1.ud. Either 
\vay, if light enough could not be furnifhed to 
authorize a full condemnation of thefe demands, 
they ought to have been left to the parties, \vho 
beft knc\v and underfiood each other's procceding
. 
It was not nece{fary that thc authority of govern- 
Inent fhould interpofe in favour of claims, ,,"hofe 
very foundation w.1.s a dcfiance of that authority, 
and whofe objeét and end ,vas its entire fubver- 
fion. 
It may be faid that this letter was \vritten by the 
nabob of Arcot in a Inoody hUlTIour, under the 
influence of f0111C chagrin. Certainly it ,vas; but 
it is in fuch hun10urs that truth comes out. And 
vJIlcn he tells you frOlTI his own knowledge, what 
cvcry one mufi prefUITIC, from the extrcine pro- 
bability of the thing, 'whether he told it or not, 
one fuch tefi:iIllony is ,vorth a thouÜnd th
t con- 
uadiå that probability, when the parties have a 
better undcrfianding with each othcr, and \vhen 
they have a point to carry, that 111ay unite thcIn 
in a common deceit. 
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If this body of private claims of debt, real or 
devifed, \vere a quefiion, as it is falfely pretended, 
between the nabob of Arcot as debtor, and Paul 
Benfield and his affociates as creditors, I an1 fure, 
I fhould give myfelf but little trouble about it. If 
the hoards of oppreffion \"ere the fund for tHis- 
fying the claiIllS of bribery and pcculation, "Tho 
,vould \villi to interfere between fuch litigants? 
If the demands \vere confined to 'what n1ight bc 
drawn froill the treafurcs, which the cOil1pany's 
records uniforrnly afiert that the nabob is in poi: 
feffion of; or if he had l11ines of gold or filver, 
or dial110nds (as \ve know that he has none) thefe 
gentle111en might break open his hoards, or dig in 
his Inines, \vithout any difi:urbance frol11 me. But 
the gen tlen1en on the other fide of the houfe kno'v 
as \vell as I do, and they dare not contradiéì: me, 
that the naLob of Arcot and his creditor5 are not 
adverfariés, but collufive parties, and that the 
, ,vhole tranfaåion is under a fa]fe colour and falfe 
names. The litigation is not, nor ever has becn, 
bet\\Tcen their rapacity and his hoarded riches. 
No; it is between him and thein cOinbining and 
confederating on one fide, and the publick reve- 
llues, and the n1Îferable inhabitants of a ruined 
country, on the other. T'hcfc are the real plain- 
tiíf
 and the real dcfendants in the fuit. Refufin
 
a fhillinO" fro In his hoards for the fatisfaaion of 
b 
any dCl11and, the nabob of Arcot is always ready, 
nay, he earncfHy, and with cagernefs and paílion, 
contends 
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contends for delivering up to thefe pretended cre- 
ditors his territory and his fubjeB:s. It is there- 
fore not frol11 treafuries and n1ines, hut from the 
food of your unpaid armies, from the blood \vith- 
beld frol11 the veins, and whip..: out of the backs 
of the mofi ITIiferable of men, that we are to pam- 
per extortion, ufury, and peculation, under the 
f:llfe names of debtors and creditors of flate. 
The great pauon of thefe creditors (to \vhofe 
110nour they ought to ereél fiatues) the right ho- 
nourable gentleman *, in flating the Inerits which 
recommended them to his f:lvour, has ranked 
them under three grand divifions. The firfi:, the 
creditors of 1767; then the creditors of the cavalry 
loan; and laflly, the creditors of the loan in 1777. 
Let us exa.mine theIn, on
 by one; as they pafs in 
revie\v before us. 
The firfi of thefe loans, that of 1767, he infifi:s, 
.bas an indifputable claim upon the publick juflice. 
l'he creditors, he aflinns, lent their Inoney pub- 
lickly; they advanced it \\rith the exprefs kno\\r- 
ledge and approbation of the company; and it 
'was contraéted at the moderate intcrefi of ten per 
tent. In thi
 loan the demand is, according to 
hiITI, not only jufi, but Ineritorious in a very high 
degree; and one \\rould be inclined to believe he 
thought <<1, becaufc he Ius put it Iaft in. the pro- 
viíìon he has In
dc for thefe claims. 


.. Mr. Dundas. 


I readily 
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I readily adillit this debt to fiand the faircfi: 
of the ,vhole; for ,,-hatever may be my fufpicions 
concerning a part of it, I can conviét it of nothing 
worfe than the mofi enOflllOUS ufury. But I can 
convict upon the fpot the right honourable gentle- 
man, of the moil daring mifreprefentation in every 
one faa, "rithout any exception, that he has ale 
leged in defence of this loan, and of his O\\Tn 
conduél: with regard to it. I 'will {he,v you that 
this debt ,vas never contraéted with the knowledge 
of the company; that it had not their approba- 
tion; that they received the firft intelligence of it 
with the utmoft poffible furprife, indignation, and 
alarm. 
So far from being previouí1y apprized of the 
tranfaétion from its origin, it was two years 
before the court of direétors obtained any official 
intelligence of it. "The dealings of the fervants 
" with the nabob were concealed from the firfi, 
" until they were found out," (fays Mr. Sayer, 
the cOlnpany's counfel)" by the report of the 
"country." The prefidency, however, at laft 
thought proper to fend an oflicial account. On 
this the direétors tell theIll, " to your great reO' 
" proach it has been concealed from us . We cannot 
" but fufpea this debt to have had its 'weight in 
" your propofed aggrandizement of Mahomed Ali [the 
" nabob of ArcotJ; but whether it has or has not, 
" certain 
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" certain it is, you are guilty of an high breach 
" of duty in concealing it frolll us." 
Thefe expreßìons, concerning the ground of the 
tranfaaion, its effeét, and its cb.ndefiine nature, 
are in the letters, bearing date l\larch 17, 1769. 
After receiving a more full account on the 23d 
IVlarch, 1770, they Rate, that" Me{frs. John Pr- 
" bus, John Call, and Jailles Bourchier, as truf- 
" tees for themfelves anj others of the nabob's 

, private creditors, had proved a deed of affign- 
" ment upon the nabob anù his fon of FIFTEEN 
" difiriéts of the nabob's country, the revenues of 
" which yielded, in time of peace, eight lacks of 
" pagodas [320,0001. Rerling] annually; and like- 
e;, wife an afiìgnlTIent of the yearly tribute paid the 
" nabob from the rajah of Tanjore, alnounting to 
" four lacks of rupees [40,cool]." The territorial 
revenue, at that time poffeffed by thefe gentlemen, 
without the knowledge or confent of their 111afiers, 
an10unted to three hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds fi
rling annually. 'They were luaking ra- 
pid firides to the entire pofiè11ìon of the country, 
when the direétors, whoin the right honourable 
gcntleman flates as having authorized thefe pro- 
ceedings, were kept in fuch profound ignorance 
of this royal acquifition of territorial revenue by 
thcir fcrvants, that in the fame letter they L'lY, 
" this ailignment was obtained by three of the ment- 
e, bers rf your board, in January 1767, y
t we do 
" not 


;; 
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" not find the lc'?ft trace of it upon your coufuIta. 
" tions, until Auguft 1768, nor do any of your 
" letters to us afford any information relative to 
" fuch tranfat1ions, till the 1ft of NOVC111ber 1768. 
" By your !aft letters of the 8th of .l\1:ay, 1769, 
" you bring the \vhole proceedings to light in one 
" vie\v." 


.As to the previous knowledge of the company, 
and its fanâion to the debts, vou fee that this 
affertion of that knowledge is utterly unfounded. 
But did the direåors approve of it, and ratify the 
tranfaåion when it \vas kno\vn? The very reverfe. 
On the faille 3d of March, the direâors declare, 
" upon an jmpartial examination of the whole con- 
" duB: of our late governour and council of Fort 
" George (lVladras) and on the fulleft confidera- 
" tion, that the faid governour and council have, 
" in notoriolls violation if tbe trujl repoièd in thenl" 
" manifdHy preferred the interefl of prÍõL'ate indj'vi. 
" duals 10 that of the company, in pennitting the 
" affignment of the revenues of certain valuable 
" difiriås, to a very large amount, fro111 the na- 
" bob to individuab" -and then highly aggravat- 
ing their crimes, they add " we order and dirccr 
" that you do exan1Ïne, in the 1110fi impartial 
" manner, all the above-mentioned tranfaåions; 
" and that you puniJh by fufpenfion, degradation, 
" difmiilion, or otherwife, as to you fhall feenl 
" meet, all and every fuch fervant or fervants of 
" the 
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I' the company, \vho may by you be found guilty 
" of any of the above offences." "\Ve had (fay 
" the direå:ors) the mortification to find that the 
" fervants of the company, who had been raifed, 
"fupported, and owed their prefellt opulence to the 
" advantages gained in fuch fervice, have in this 
" infiance 1110fi unfaithfully hetrayed their trull, 
" abandoned the cOlnplny's interefi, and prqfiituted 
" its influencc to accompliili the purpofts of illdivi- 
" duals, 'luhi!fl the jntcrefl of the company is a!11Iofl 
" wholly ncglec1ed, and payment to us rendered ex- 
" trcrndy precarious." Here then is the rock of 
approhation of the court of direâors, on 'which 
the right honourable gentlel11an fays this debt 
WdS founded. Any member, IVlr. Speaker, \\'ho 
íhould cumc into the houfe, on my reading this 
fentcnce of condemnation of the court of direc- 
tors againfi their unfaithful [ervants, might well 
imagine that he had heard an harfh, fe,Tere, un- 
qualified invective againfi the prefent n1inifierial 
hoard of contro1. So eXJ.crly do the proceedings 
of the patrons of this abufc tally ,,-ith thofe of 
the acrors in it, that the expreffions ufed in the. 
condemnation of the one, may ferve for the re- 
probJ.tion or' the other, without the ch 
nge of a 
\vord. 
To read you all the expreffions of \yrath and 
indignation fulminated in this difpatch aóainfi the 
meritoriouc; creditors of the right honour.lble gcn- 
t1cu1Jn, 
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tIeman, \vho according to him have been fo fully 
approved by the conlpany, would be to read the 
whole. 
The right honourable gentleman, \vith an ad.. 
drefs peculiar to himfelf, every no\v and then fiide5 
in the prefidency of IVladras, as fynonimous to the 
company. That the prefidency did approve the 
debt, is certain. But the right honourable gen.. 
tlelnan, as prudent in fuppreffing, as íkilful in 
bringing forward his matter, has not chofen to 
tell you that the prefidency \vere the very perfons 
guilty of contraain
 this loan; creditors thelll00" 
felves, and agents and trufiees for all the other 
creditors. For this the court of directors accufe 
them of breach of trufl:; and for this the right 
honourable gentlen1an confiders them as perfeàly 
good authority for thofe claims. It is pleaf:'1nt to 
hear a gentleman of the la\V quote the approbation 
of creditors as an authority for their o\vn debt. 
I-Iow they carne to contracr the debt to them.. 
felves, how they came to acr as agents for thofe 
\vhom they ought to have controlled, is for your 
inquiry. The policy of this debt was announced 
to the court of direél:ors, by the very perfons 
concerned in crelting it. "Till very lately," (fay 
tbe prefidency) " the nabob placed his dependence 
" on the company. Now he has been taught 
" by ill-advifers, that an interefi: out of doors may 
" ft2.nd him in good flead. He has been made to 
" believe 


- 
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"believe that his private creditors have power and 
" interefl to over-rule the court of direElors*." The 
nabob \vas not nlifinformed. 'The private credi.. 
tors infiantly qualified a vafi number of votes; 
and having made then1felves mafiers of the court 
of proprietors, as well as extending a powerful 
cabal in other places as il11portant, they fo COl11- 
pletely ovcrturned the authority of the court of 
direåors at home and abroad, that this poor baf- 
fled government ,vas foon obliged to lo\vcr its 
tone. It \vas glad to be adlllitted into partnerfhip 
,\-it h its o\vn fervants. The court of direé1:ors ef- 
tabli{hin
 the debt whicþ they had reprobated as 
a brc.lch of trufi, and which ,vas planned for the 
fubverfion of their authority, fettled its payments 
on a par \vith thofe of the publick; and even fo, 
\vere not able to obtain peace or even equality in 
their demands. All the confequenccs lay in a re- 
gular and irrefifiible train. By employing their 
influence for the recovery of this debt, their orders, 
ifTued in the Üme breath, againfi creating nc\v 
debts, only animated the {hong defires of their 


· For the threats of the creùitors, anrl total fubverfion of the 
authority of the company in t
vour of the nabob's power, and 
the incrcale thereby of his evil rlifpotìtions, and the greJ.t de- 
rangement of all publick concerns, fee fdett committee Fort 
St. George's letters, 21ft November, Iï69' and January 31ft, 
1770; Septe nber 11, 17ì2. And governour Bourchi
r's letters 
to [h<= m..bob of Areot, 2 dt 
ovem3er, 176
h ami December 
9 th , 1; 69. 


fervants 
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fervants to this prohibited prolifick [port, and it 
foon produced a fwarm of fons and daughters, 
not in the leaft degenerated frOln the virtue of 
their parents. 
FrOln that l11Ol11ent, the authority of the court 
of direB::ors expired in the Carnatick, and every 
\,"here dfe. "Every ulan," fays the prefidency, 
" \vho oppof
s the govcnunent and its Ineafures 1 
" finds an in1111cdiatc countenance from the nabob; 
" even our difcarded officers, hO\\7ever unworthy 1 
" arc received into the nabob's fervice*." It \\'as 
indeed a Inattcr of no \.vondcrful [agacity to d
- 
tenT:Ínc \vhether the court of direaors, \\"ith their 
mi[erable Lllaries to their [ervants, of four or five- 
hundred pounds a year, or the dillributor of IT1il- 
lions, ,vas moft likely to be obeyed. It \vas an in- 
vention beyond the iinagination of all the fpecula- 
tills of our fpeculating age, to fee a government 
quietly fettled in one and the fame town, COIT1pof- 
cd of two diftincr nlembers; one to pay fcantily 
for obedience, and the other to bribe high for re- 
bellion and revolt. 


." He [the nabob) is in a great degree the canfe of our pre- 
u r.
nt inability; ùy diverting tbe revenues of the Carnatick 
II through priurte c1znnnrl"."-" Even this rdhcuíh [the Tan- 
" jore tribute 1 circumft:mced as he and we are, be has affigned 
" over to others, .::hv Iw,:'Jd /lle1J!/l'h'l'.Y in oppqfilion to thr. cOlnl'a- 
" I
IJ." Confultations,Ottobcr II, 176l), on the 12th commu- 
nicated to the nabob. 


The 
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The next thing which recommends this parti. 
cular debt to the right honourable gentleman is, 
it feems, the moderate intereft of ten per cent. It 
\vould be loft labour to obferve on this affertion. 
The nabob, in a long apologetick letter"" for the 
tranfaåion betv\reen hiln and the body of the cre. 
ditors, fiate
 the faå, as I fhall fiatc it to you. In 
the accuIllulation of this debt, the firft intereft paid 
was from thirty to thirty-fix per cent. it ,vas then 
brought down to t\venty-five per cent. at length it 
Was reduced to twenty; and there it found its 
reft. During the ,vhole procefs, as often as any 
of thefe monfirous interefts fell into an arrear, 
(into ,vhich they ,vere continually falling) the ar- 
rear, formed into a nc\v capital, t \\'as added to 
the old, and the fame intcreft of t\venty per cent. 
accrued upon both. The cmllpany, having got 
fome fcent of the enormous ufury which prevailed 


. Nabob's letter to governour Pdlk. Papers publiíhed by the 
direétors in 1775; and l)apers l)rinted by the fdme aUlhorit)-, 
J7 8J . 
t See papers printed by order of a general court in 1780, 
fl. 22Z, and p. 224, as aHò nabob's letter to governour lJupré, 
I-;;th July, 177 I, " I have tè1ken up loans by which I have 
" fuffercd a 10fs of 7lp-::.>ards l!,f a crore ofpogodczs [four million 
"Herling] hy inlntjl on all ht'ov!/ illfc,-,ji."-Letter 15th Ja. 
nuary, 1772, " Notwithftanding I have taken mULh trouble, 
U amI have made many payments to my creditors, yet the load 
" of my debt, "a.hid !Jt'comejò great, by int.rtji and compound Ùl. 
" tertjl, is not cleared. " 


Vor.. IV. 


Q 


at 
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at MaJras, thought it ncceffary to interfere, and 
to order an interefts to be lo\vered to ten per cent. 
This order, which contained no exception, though 
_ it by no nleans pointed particularly to this c1afs of 
debts, came like a thunder-clap on the nabob. He 
confide red his political credit as ruined; but to 
find a remedy to this unexpeéted evil, he again 
added to the old principal tv{enty per cent. intereft 
accruing for thc lafi year. 'rhus a new fund was 
fOfllled; and it was on that accumulation of va- 
rious principals, and intcrefis heaped upon inte- 
refts, not on the fUl11 origin:llly lent, as the right 
110nourable gentlcn1an ,,,QuId 11lake you believe, 
that ten per cent. "'as fettled on the whole. 
'Vhen you confider the enofll1ity of the intereft 
.tt \vhich t hcfe debts \\rere contraéled, and the fe- 
veral interefis added to the principal, I belicve you 
'will not think me [0 [ceptical, if I íhould doubt, 
\\"hether for this debt of 880,0001. the nabob ever 
fl\V 100,0001. in real money. The right'honour- 
able gentlcillan iu[peåing, with all his abfolute do- 
ll1inion over faa, that he never will be able to de- 
fend even this venerable patriarchal job, though 
Llnåified by its numerous iffue, and hoary \\'ith 
prefcriptive years, has recourfe to recrimination, 
the !aft refource of guilt. lIe fays that this loan 
of ) 767 was provided for in l\Ir. Fox's India bill; 
and judging of others by his o\\'n nature and prin- 
ciples, he more than infiI

ates, that this provilion 
was 
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was made, not from any fenfe of l11erit in the 
claim, but from partiality to general Smith, a pro- 
prietor, and an agent for that debt. If partiality 
could have had any ,veight againft jufi:ice and po- 
licy, with the then minifi:ers and their friends, 
general Smith had titles to it. But the right ho- 
nourable gentleman knows as ,ven as I do, that 
general Sll1ith was very far from looking on hilll- 
felf as partially treated in the arrangements of 
that time; indeed what Inan dared to hope for 
private partiality in that facred plan for relief to 
nations? 
It is not neceífary that the right honourable 
gentlem:ln {hould farcafiically call that tiine to our 
recolleåion. Well do I ren1cInber every circum- 
fiance of that Ineillorable period. God forbid I 
íhould forget it. 0 illufirious difgrace! 0 vitto- 
rious defeat! may your l11Clllorial be freíh and 
new to the latefi: generations! May the day of that 
generous conflia be fiamped in charaél:crs never 
to be cancelled or ,vorn ou t frolll the records of 
timc! Let no man hear of us, \\.ho {hall not hear 
that in a firuggle againft the intrigues of courts, 
and the perfidious levity of the n1ultitudc, \ve fell 
in the caufe of honour, in the caufe of our coun- 
try, in the caufe of hUlnan nature itfclf! But if 
fortune fhould be as po\verful over fame, as {he 
has been prevalent over virtue, at leaft our con- 
fdence is beyond her jurifdiéHon. My poor íhare 
Q 2 in 
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in the fupport of that great 111eafure, no Inan 
íhall r
vi{h froill Ine. It {hall be fafely lodged in 
the fancruary of IllY heart; never, never to be 
torn from thence, but with thofe holds that grapple 
it to life. . 
I fJ.y, I ,veIl remember that bill, and everyone 
of its honefl and its \vife provifions. It is not 
true that this debt \\'as ever proteåed or inforcfd, 
or any revenue whatfoever fet apart for it. It \\raS 
lcft in that bill juil where it flood; to bc paid or 
not to be paid out of the nabob's private treafures, 
according to his o\,-n di[cretion. The- cOlnpany 
na.d aétually given it their fJ.nftion; though al- 
\yays relying for its validity on the [ole fecurity of 
the f;1Íth of hin1," ,vho without their knowledge 
I)r confent enteïcd into the original obligation. It 
Iud no other fanåion; it ought to have had no 
other. So far ,,-as Mr. Fox's bill frol11 providing 
funds for it, as this .ulinifiry have wickedly done 
for this, and for tcn times worfe tranfacrions, out 
of the publick d1:ate, that an exprefs claufe imme.. 
cli;
te1y preceded, pofitivc1y forbidding any Britiih 
fubjeét fron1 receiving afiìgnl11ents upon any part 
{)f the territorial revenue, on any pretence what- 
f(>evcr. t 
You recol1eå, 1Vlr. Speaker, that the chancellor 
of the exchequer firongly profdfed to rctain every 
part of 1VIr. Fox's biB, which was intended to pre- 


.. fhe nabob of Arcot. 


t Appendix, Xo. 3. 
vent 
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vent abufe; but in his India bill, v.rhich (let me 
do juftice) is as able and ík.ilful a perfonnance for 
its O\Vl1 purpofes, as ever iírued from the v.'i[ of 
man, premeditating this inquity-hoc ip/um 1/t 
flrueret Trojamque aperire! Achivis, expunged this 
.eírential daufe, broke down the fence which ,vas 
raifed to cover the publick property againfi the 
rapacity of his partifans, and thus levelling every 
obfiruaion, he n1ade a firm, broad, highway for 
fin and death, for ufury and oppreffion, to rene\V 
their ravages throughout the devoted revenues of 
the Carnatick. 
The tenour, the policy, and the confequences of 
this debt of 1767, are, in the eyes of Ininiftry, fo 
excellent, that its l11erits are irrefifiible; and it 
takes the lcad to give credit and countenance to 
aU the reft. Along with this chofen body of 
heavy-armed infantry, and to fupport it, in the 
line, the right honourable gentlelnan has fiationed 
his corps of black cavalry. If there be anyad- 
vantage between this debt and that of 1769, ac- 
cording to hiln the cavalry debt has it. It is not 
a fubjeé1: of defence; it is a theille of panegyrick. 
Lificn to the fight honourablc gentleman, and you 
\vill find it ,vas contraé1:ed to fave the country; 
to prevent mutiny in armies; to introduce æco- 
no my in revenues; and for all thefe honourabl
 
purpofes, it originated at the exprefs defirc, and 
by the repn:fentativc authority of the company 
i tfe1f. 


Q3 
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Firfi, let me fay a word to the authority. This 
debt was contraåed not by the authority of the 
company, not by its reprefentatives, (as the right 
honourable gentleman has the unparalleled confi- 
dence to affert) but in the ever-memorable period 
of J 777, by the ufurped power of thofe who re- 
bellioufiy, in conjunétion with the nabob of Arcot, 
had overturned the lawful government of Madras. 
For that rebellion, this houfe unanimouily direét. 
ed a publick profecution. The delinquents, after 
they had fubverted governnlent, in order to make 
to themfelves a party to fupport theln in their 
power, are univerfal1y knov,rn to have dealt jobs 
about to the right and to the left, and to any who 
were ,villing to receive them. This ufurpation, 
which the right honourable gentleman ,veIl knows, 
'was brought about by and for the great mafs of 
thefe pretended debts, is the authority which is 
fet up by him to reprefent the company; to repre- 
fent that company which from the firfl moment 
of their hearing of this corrupt and fraudulent 
tranL'1étion, to this hour, have uniformly difowned 
and difavowed it. 
So much for the authority. As to the faå:s, 
partly true, and partly colourable, as they fiand 
recorded, they are in fubfiance thefe.-The nabob 
of ..l\.rcot, as foon as he had thrown off the fuperi- 
ority of this country by means of thefc creditors, 
kept up a great army which he never paid. Of 
courfe, his foldicrs were generally in a fiate of 
mutiny. 
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mutiny. 
 The ufurping council fay that they la- 
boured hard \vith their nlafier the nabob, to per- 
fuade him to reduce thefe mutinous and ufelefs 
troops. He confented; but as ufual, pleaded in- 
ability to pay them their arrears. Here \\
as a 
difficulty. The nabob had no money; the com- 
pany had no money; every publick fupply was 
empty. But there ,vas one refource ,vhich no fea- 
fon has ever yet dried up in that climate. The 
flucars ,vere at hand; that is, private Englifh 
money-jobbers offered their affifiance. Mefiieurs 
Tay lor, l\lajendie and Call, propofed to advance 
the f1nall fum of 160,0001. to payoff the n1.bob's 
black cavalry, provided the cOlllpany's authority 
was givcn for their loan. This ,vas the great point 
of policy always aimed at, and purfued through a 
hundred devices by the fervants at l\ladras. The 
rrefidcncy, who thcInfelves had no authority for 
the funâ:ions they prefumed to exercife, very rea- 
dily gave the fanâ:ion of the C0111pany to thofe 
fervants who knew that the C0111pany, whofe Í3.nc- 
tion v/as demanded, had pofitively prohibited all 
fuch tranfaétions. 
However, fo far as the reality of tbe dealing 
goes, all is hitherto fair and plaufible; and here 
the right honourable gentleman concludes, \\'ith 
commendable prudence, his account of the bufi- 
nef.s. But here it is I (hall beg leave to commence 
· See :\1r. Dundas's If!, zd, and 3d reports. 
Q 4 n1Y 
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my fupplement: for the gentleman's difcreet nlO. 
defiy has led him to cut the thread of the fiory 
fome\vhat abruptly. One of the 11100: effential 
parties is quite forgotten. '\Thy :fhould the epifode 
of the poor nabob be omitted? When that prince 
chufes it, nobody can tell his fiory better. Excufe 
me, if I apply again to tny book, and give it you 
fro111 the firfi hand; from. the nabob himfclf. 
"NIr. Stratton became acquainted with this, 
" and got 1\1r. Taylor and others to lend me four 
"lacks of pagodas to\vards diíèharging the ar. 
" rears of pay of mr troops. Upon this, I wrote 
" a letter of thanks to 1V1r. Stratton; and upon 
" the faith of this money being paid immediately, 
" I ordered many of my troops to be difcharged 
" by a c
rtain day, and leírened the nUlllber of my 
"fervants. Mr. Taylor, &c. fOllle time after ac. 
" quainted me, that they had no ready money, 
"but they would grant teeps payable in four 
"months. This afionifhed me; for I did not 
"kno\v what might happen, when the fepoys 
" 'were diftniffed fi'OI11 my fervice. I begged of 
" !VIr. Taylor and the others to pay this fum to 

, the oflìcers of my regiments at the time they 
" mentioned; and de fired the officers, at the fame 

, til11e, to pacify and perfuade the men belonging 
" to them, that their pay would be given to then1 
" at the end of four months; and that till tho[e ar. 
" rears were difcharged, their pay íhould be con- 
. " tinucd 
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" tillued to them. r wo years are nearly expired 
" fince that time, but lVIr. Taylor has not yet en- 
" tirely difcharged the arrears of thofe troops, and 
F' I am obliged to continue their pay from that 
" time till this. I hopcd to have been able, by 
" this expedient, to have leírened the number of 
to' my troops, and difcharged the arrears due to 

'theIn, confidcring the trifle of intereft to l\Ir. 
" Taylor, and the others, as no great matter; but 

, infiead of this, I am oppreJlèd with the burthen of 
" pay due to thoft troops; and the intenjl, which is 
" going on to Mr. 'ray/or from the day the teeps 'lucre 
F' granted to him." What I have read to you is an 
extraét of a letter from the nabob of the Carnatick 
to govern our RUlllbold, dated the 22d, and receiv. 
ed the 24th of March, 1779. '*' 
Suppofc his highncfs not to be well broken in 
to things of this kind, it mufi indeed furprife fo 
known and efiabliIhcd a bond-vender, as the na. 
bob of Arcot, one 'who keeps himfelf the largeft 
bond warehoufe in the world, to find that he \vas 
now to receive in kind; not to take money for 
his obligations, but to give his bond in exchange 
for the bond of l\'Ieffieurs Taylor, l\'Iajcndie and 
Call, and to pay befides, a good fmart interefl:, 
legally 12 per cent. (in rcality perhaps hventy, or 
twenty-four per cent.) for this exchange of paper. 
Bu t his troops were not to be fo paid, or fo dif- 
'1\1 See further Confultations, 3d February, I7í 8 . 
banded. 
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banded. They wanted bread, and could not live 
by cutting and íhuffiing of bonds. The nabob 
fiill kept the troops in fervice, and was obliged to 
continue, as you have feen, the whole expence, to 
exonerate himfelf from which he became indebted 
to the foucars. 
Had it ftood here, the tranfaél:ion would have 
been of the mofi audacious firain of fraud and 
ufury, perhaps ever before di[covered, whatever 
might have been praétifed and concealed. But 
the fame authority (I mean the nabob's) brings 
before you fomething if poflìble more firiking. 
lIe fiates, that for this their paper, he immediately 
handed over to thefe gentlemen fOlnething very 
different from paper; that is, the receipt of a ter- 
ritorial revenue, of which it feems they continued 
as long in poffeffion as the nabob himfelf continued 
in poffeffion of any thing. Their payments there- 
fore not being to commence before the end of 
four months, and not being completed in two 
years, it mufi be prefumed (unlefs they proved 
the contrary) that their payments to the nabob 
were l11ade out of the revenues they had reccived 
froln his affignment. Thus they condefccnded to 
accumulate a debt of 160,000/. \vith an intereft 
of 12 per cent. in compenfation for a lingering pay- 
ment to the nabob of 160,000/. of his own money. 
Still \ve have not the whole: about two years 
after the affignment of thofe territorial revenues 
to 
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to there gentlemen, the nabob receives a remon- 
fhance from his chief manager, in a principal 
province, of ,vhich this is the tenour-" The entire 
" revenue of thofe difirias is by your highne[s's 
" order fet ap3.rt to difcharge the tuncaws [affign- 
" ments J granted to the Europeans. The go- 
" mafiahs [agents] of Mr. Taylor, to Mr. De 
"Fries, are there in order to coHea tho[e tUll- 
" ca\vs; and as they receive all the revenue that 
" is colleét:ed, your highnefs's troops have feven 
" or eight months pay due, which they cannot re- 
e;, ceive, and are thereby reduced to the greatefi: 
"diflrefs. In luch times, it is highly neceffary to 
" provide for the fufienance of the troops that 
" they may be ready to exert themfclves in the 
" fervice of your highne[s." 
IIere, Sir, you fee how.thefe caufes and effeét:s 
aEt upon one another. One body of troops mu- 
tinies for 'want of pay; a debt is contraåed to pay 
them; and they fiill remain unpaid. A territory 
defiined to pay othcr troops, is af1igned for this 
debt; and thefe other troops f
ll into the fame 
fi
te of indigence and ITIutiny with the firfi. Bond 
is paid by bond; arrear is turned into nc\varrear; 
1.1fury cngenders ne\v u[ury; mutiny fufpcnded in 
one quarter, fiarts up in another; until all the 
revenues, and all the efiablifhments arc entangled 
in to one inextricable knot of confufion, from 
which they arc only difcngaged by being entirely 
dcího}"ed. 
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defiroyed. In that ftate of confufion, in a very 
few months after the date of the memorial I have 
jufi read to you, things \vere found, when the 
nabob's troops, famiíhed to feed Engliíh foucars, 
infiead of defending the country, joined the in- 
\7aders, and deferted in entire bodies to Hyder 
Ali. * 
The manner in which this tranfaai-on was car- 
ried on, {hews that good examples are not eafùy 
forgot, efpecially by thofe who are bred in a great 
fchool. One of thofe fplendid examples give me 
leave to mention, at a fomewhat more early pe- 
riod, becaufe one fraud furnifhes light to the dif.. 
covery of another, and fo on, until the whole fecret 
of myfierious iniquity burfis upon you in a blaze 
of deteaion. The paper I {hall read you, is not 
on record. If you pleafe you may take it on my 
word. It is a letter written from one of undoubt- 
ed information in Madras, to Sir John Clavering, 
defcribing the praaice that prevailed there, whilft 
the company's allies \vere under fale, during the 
time of governour Winch's adminifiration. 
"- One mode," fays Clavering's correfpon- 
dent, " of amaffing money at the nabob's coft is 
"curious. He is generally in arrears to the com- 


.. Mr. Dundas's 1ft report, p. 26, 29, and Appendix, No. 
z, 10, 18, for the mutinous fiate and defertion of the nabob's 
troops for want of pay. See alfo rq)ort 4, of the fame com- 
mittee. 


" pany. 
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"pany. I-Iere the governour, being calli. keeper, 
"is generally on good tenns with the banker, 
"\vho manages matters thus: The governour 
" preffes the nabob for the balance due from him; 
"the nabob Hies to his banker for relief; the 
"banker engages to pay the money, and grants 
" his notcs accordingly, which he puts in the calli. 

, book as ready money; the nabob pays hhn an 
" intcrefi for it at two and three per cent. per men- 
" fem, till the tunka\vs he grants on the particular 
" difiriås for it are paid. Matters in the mean 
f:' tilue are fa lI1anaged, that there is no call for 
" this money for the company's fervice, till the 
f' tunka\vs becollle due. By this means not a cant 
f' is advanced by the banker, though he receives 
" a heavy intereft from the nabob, \vhich is di- 
" vided as lawful fpoi!." 
IIcre, Mr. Speaker, you have the whole art and 
myfiery, the true free-nlafon fccret of the protei: 
fion of Joucaring; by \vhich a few innocent, inex- 
pcrienced young Engliíhmen, fuch as Mr. Paul 
Benfield, for infiance, \vithout property upon 
\vhich anyone would lend to thelnfelves a fingle 
íhiJling, are enabled at once to take provinces in 
mortgage, to lnake princes their debtors, and to 
become creditors for millions. 
But it feems the right honourable gentleman's 
favourite foucar cavalry, have proved the payment 
before the mayor's court at ?vLldras! Have they 
fa? 
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fo? Why then defraud our anxiety and their cha. 
raéters of that proof? Is it not enough that the 
charges which I have laid before you, have fiood 
on record againft thefe poor injured gentlemen 
for eight years? Is it not enough that they a,re in 
print by the orders of the Eaft-India company for 
five years? After thefe gentlemen have borne all 
the odium of this publication, and all the indigna.. 
tion of the direétors, with fuch unexampled equa.. 
nimity, now that they are at length flimulatcd 
into feeling, are you to deny them their jufi re.. 
lief? But 'will the right honourable gentlenlan be 
pleafed to tell us, ho\v they caille not to give this 
fatisfaétion to the court of direétors, their lawful 
mafiers, during all the eight years of this litigated 
claim ? Were they not bound, by every I tie that 
can bind man, to give them this fatisfaétion? This 
day, for the firfi time, \ve hear of the proofs. But 
when ,vere thefe proofs offcred? In \vhat caufc? 
"\Vho \vere the parties? Who infpeåed? Who 
contefied this belated account? Let us fee forne.. 
thing to oppofe to the body of record which ap.. 
pears againfi them. The mayor's court! the 
mayor's court! Pleafant! Does not the honour- 
able gentleman know, that the firfi corps of crc- 
ditors (the creditors of 1767) flated it as a fort 
of hard{hip to them, that they could not have 
jufiice at l\1adras, from the impoffibi1ity of tneir 
fupporting their claims in the mayor's court? 
Why? 
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Why? becaufe, fay they, the members of that 
court were themfelves creditors, and therefore 
could not fit as judges.:)I: Are we ripe to fay that 
no creditor under fimilar circumfiances \vas mem- 
ber of the court, 'when the payment which is the 
ground of this ca valry debt was put in proof? t 
Nay, are we not in a manner compelled to con- 
clude, that the court was fo confiituted, when \ve 
know there is fcarcdy a man in Madras, who has 
not forne participation in thefe tranLîåions? It is 
a íhame to hear fuch 
roofs mentioned, infiead of 
the honefi vigorous fcrutiny which the circum- 
Hances of fuch an affair fo indifpenfably calls for. 
But his majefiy's minifiers, indulgent enough 
to other fcrutinies, have not been fatisfied with 
authorizing the payment of this demand without 
fuch inquiry as the aB: has prefcribed; but they 


ill :\lemorial from the creditors to the governour and council, 
22d January, 1770. 
t In the year 177'ð, Mr. James Call, one of the proprietors of 
this fpecifick debt, was aétually mayor. Appendix to zd report 
of M,. Dundas's committee, No. 65,-The only proof which 
appeared on the inquiry infiituted in the geneml court of 1781, 
was an :l.ffidavit of the lendl'l"s tlmnß.lces, depofing (what nobody 
ever denied) that they had engaged and o{ireed to pay-not that 
they had paid the fum of 160,000/. This was two years after 
the tranfdétion; and the affi(lavit is made before George Proaor, 
mayor, an attorney for certain of the oM creditol
. Proceed- 
ings of the prefidcnt an!.! council of Fort ::)aint George, 2zd 
Febl uary, 1779. 


have 
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have added the arrear of twelve per cent. interd't:, 
from the year 1777 to the year 1784, to make a 
new capital, raifing thereby 160 to 294,000/. Then 
they charge a new twelve per cent. on the whole 
from that period, for a tranfaå:ion, in which it 
\vill be a miracle if a fingle penny will be ever 
found reaHy advanced from the private flock of 
the pretended creditors. 
In this manner, and at fuch an interefi, the mi. 
nifiers have thought proper to difpofe of 294,000/. 
of the publick revenues, for what is called the ca- 

alry loan. After difpatching this, the right ho. 
nourable,gentlenlan leads to battle his Iaft grand 
divifion, the confolidated debt of 1777. But hav. 
ing exhaufted all his panegyrick on the t\vo firfi, 
11e has nothing at all to fay in favour of the lafi. 
On the contrary, he admits that it ,vas contraé1:ed 
in defiance of the company's orders, without even 
the pretended fanétion of any pretended reprefen- 
tatives. Nobody, indeed, has yet been found 
hardy enough to fiand forth avowedly in its de- 
fence. But it is little to the credit of the age, 
that what has not plaufibility enough to find an 
advocate, has influence enough to obtain a pro. 
teé1::or. Could any man expeét to find that pro- 
teaor any ,,,here? But what mull: every man 
think, ,vhen he finds that proteaor in the chair- 
Ulan of the committee of fecrecy,:I(: who had pub- 


.. Right honourable Henry Dundas. 


liíhed 
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IHhed to the houfe, and to the world, the faa9 
that condemn thefe debts-the orders that forbid 
the incurring of them-the dreadful confequences 
which attended them. Even in his official letter, 
when he tramples on his parliamentary report, 
yet his general language is the fame. Read the 
preface to this part of the miniíterial arrangement, 
and you would imagine that this debt was to be 
crufhed, ,vith all the weight of indignation which 
could fall from a vigilant guardian of the publick 
treafury, upon thofe who attempted to rob it. 
What muil be felt by every man who has feeling, 
when, after fuch a thundering preamble of con.. 
demnation, this debt is ordered to be paid with.. 
out any fort of inquiry into its authenticity? with.. 
out a fingle fiep taken to fettle even the amount 
of the demand? without an attempt fo much as to 
afcertain the real perfons claiming a fum, which 
rifes in the accounts from one million three hun.. 
dred thoufand pound fierling to two million four 
hundred thoufand pound principal money?- with.. 
out an attempt made to afcertain the proprietors, 
of whom no lift has ever yet been laid before the 
court of direét:ors; of proprietors \vho are known 
to be in a collufiye ihume, by which they never 
appear to be the fame in any two lifts, handed 
about for their own particular purpofes? 


· App(ndix to the 4th rel)ort of Mr. Dundas's committee, 
No. 15. 
VOL. IV. R My 
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My honourable friend who made you the mo- 
tion, has fufficiently expofed the nature of this 
debt. He has Hated to you that its own agents in 
the year 1781) in the arrangeillent tbey propofed 
to make at Calcutta, \vere fatisfied to have twenty- 
five per cent. at once ftruck off from the capital of 
a great part of this debt; and prayed to have a 
provifion made for this reduced principal, \vithout 
any interefi: at all. This was an arrangenlent of 
their own, an arrangement made by thofe \vho 
beft knew the true confiitution of their own debt; 
who knew how little favour it merited,'*' and ho\v 
little hopes they had to find any perfons in autho- 
rity abandoned enough to fupport it as it flood. 
:But what corrupt men, in the fond imaginations 
of a fanguine avarice, had not the confidence to 
propofe, they have found a chancellor of the ex- 


'1-" 
o fenfe of the common danger, in cafe of a war, can 
" prevail on him [the nabob of ArcotJ to furniíh the company 
" with what is abfolutely neceffary to affemble an army, though 
"" it is beyond a doubt, that money to a large amount is now 
"hoarded up in his coffers at Chepauk; anù tunkaws are 
" granted to indivi"duals upon fome of his moil valllaUe countries. 
" for payment of part of thofe debts which he has contraéted, 
" and which certainly &;'ill not leur infpettion, as neither debtor nur 
" creditors have e'Cer hnd ti,e confidence to fuhmit the accounls to 0"" 
" e:rmltination, though tbey e1C:preffcd a willi to canfoliùate the 
" debts undc:r the aufpices of this government, agreeably to a 
II plan they had fûrmcd." :l\Iadras Confultaiions, 2.oth JulYJ 
1778. Mr. Dundas's Appendix to zd Report, 14-3. See alto 
laft Appendix to ditto Report, No. 376 E. 


chequer 
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cbequer in England hardy enough to undertake 
for them. He has cheered their drooping fpirits. 
He has thanked the peculators for not defpairing 
of their common,vealth. He has told them they 
were too modefi. He has replaced the t\venty.. 
five per cent. 
hich, in order to lighten thelnfelves, 
they had abandoned in their confcious terrour. In- 
ftead of cutting off the interefi, as they had theln
 
felves confented to do, with the fourth of the ta- 
.pital, he has added the whole growth of four 
years ufury of twelve per cent. to the firft over- 
grown principal; and has again grafted on this 
meliorated fiock a perpetual annuity of fix per 
cent. to take place from the year 178 I. Let no 
man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of na- 
tUfe. All the acrs and mOnU111ents in the records 
of peculation; the confolidated corruption of 
ages; the patterns of exemplary plunder in the 
heroick times of Roman iniquity, never equalled 
the gigantick corruption of this fingle acr. Never 
did Nero, in all the inf
lent,prodigality of defpo- 
tifm, deal out to his prætorian guards a donation 
fit to be named 'with the largefs fho,vered down 
by the bounty of our chancellor of the exchequer 
on the faithful band of his Indian fepoys. 
The right honourable gentleman" lets you 
freely and voluntarily into the whole tranf.'lB:ion. 
So perfcétly has his conducr confounded his un- 
w. 
Ir. Dundas. 


Rz 


derfianding, 
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derfianding, that he fairly tells you, that tIlrough 
the courfe of the ,vhole bufinefs he has never con- 
ferred 'with any but the agents of the pretended 
creditors. After this, do you want more to efiab- 
Hfh a fecret underfianding 'with the parties? to fix, 
beyond a doubt, their coUufion and participation 
in a common fraud? 
If this ,vere not enough, he has furniíhed you 
with other prefUlnptions that are not to be fhaken. 
It is one of the known indications of guilt to fiag- 
ger and prevaricate in a fiory; and to vary in the 
1110tives that are affigned to conducr. Try thefe. 
Ininifiers by this rule. In their official difpatch, 
they ten the prelidency of l\Iadras, that they have 
efiablHhed the debt for two reafons; firfi, becaufe 
the nabob (the party indebted) does not difpute 
it; feconJly, becaufe it is mifchievous to keep it 
longer afloat; and that the payment of the Eu- 
ropean creditors will promote circulation in the 
country. Thefe two lllotÏves (for the plainefi: rea- 
fons in the world) the right honourable gentle- 
man has this day thought fit totally to abandon. 
In the firfi place, he rejecrs the authority of the 
nabob of Arcot. It would indeed be pleafant to 
fee him adhere to this exploded tefiimony. He 
next, upon grounds equally folid, abandons the 
hcncfits of that circulation, \vhich ,vas to be pro- 
duced by drawing out aU the juices of the body. 
Laying afide, or forgetting thefe pretences of his 
difpatch, 
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difpatch, he has jufi no\v affl1med a principle to- 
tally different, but to the full as extraordinary. 
He proceeds upon a fuppofition, that many of the 
claims ma.y be fiaitious. He then finds, that in 
a cafe where many valid and many fraudulent 
claims are blended together, the beft courfe for 
thcir difcrimination is indifcriIllinate1y to eftab- 
lilh them all. He trufts (I fuppofe) as there may 
not be a fund fufficient for every defcription of 
creditors, that the bell warranted claiIllants ,,'ill 
exert themfe1ves in bringing to light thofe debts 
which will not bear an inquiry. What he 'v ill 
not do himfeIf, he is perfuaded \vill be done by 
others; and for this purpofe he leaves to any per- 
fon a general power of excepting to the debt. 
This total change of language and prevarication 
in principle, is enough, if it fiood alone, to fix the 
prefu1l1ption of unfair dealing. His difpatch af- 
figns 1110tives of policy, concord, trade, and cir- 
culation. His fpeech proclainls difcon! and liti- 
gations; and propofes, as the ultimate end, d
tec- 
ti 011, 
But he may fhiÎt his reafons, and ,vind, and 
turn as he \\'ill, confufion ,,'aits him at an his 
doubles. Who will undertake this detecrion? 
'Vill the nabob? But the right honourable gen- 
tleman has himfdf this l110lnent told us, that 
no prince of the country can by any motive be 
prevailed upon to difcover any fraud that is prac.. 
tif
d upon him by the company's fervants. I-Ie 
R 3 fays 
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fays ,
vhat (with the exception of the complaint 
againfi the cavalry loan) all the world kno,vs to 
be true: and \vithout that prince's concurrence, 

vhat evidence can be had of the fraud af any the 
fmallefi of thefe demands? The minifiers never 
authorized any perf on to enter into his exchequer, 
and to fcarch his records. Why then this {hame. 
ful and infulting mockery of a pretended contefi? 
Already contefis for a preference have arifen among 
thefe rival bond creditors. Has not the company 
itfelf firuggled for a preference for years, without 
dny attempt at deteB:ion of the nature of thofe 
debts ,vith which they contended? 'VeIl is the 
nabob of Arcot attended to in the only fpecifick 
complain t he has ever Blade. I-Ic complained of 
unfair dealing in the cavalry loan. It is fixed 
upon hiiTI ,vith intereft on interefi; and thi
 loan 
is excepted from all po\vcr of litigation. 
This day, and not before, the right 110nourable 
gcntleman thinks that the gencral efiablifhment 
of all claims is the furcfi way of laying open thc 
fraud of fOine of them. In India this is a reach 
of deep policy. But ,,,hat ".ould he thought of 
this n10dc of aB:ing on a demand upon the trea- 
fury in England? Infiead of all this cunning, is 
there not onc plain ,vay open, that is, to put the 
burthen of the proof on thofe ,vho 111ake the de- 
mand? Ought not minifiry to have faid to the 
creditors, "The perfon who adIllÏts your debt 
"fiands excepted to as evidence; he fiands 
" charged 
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" charged as a collufive party, to hand over the 
"pub1ick revenues to you for finifier purpofes? 
" You fay, you have a delnand of fome millions 
"on the Indian treafury; prove that you have 
" aél::ed by lawful authority; prove at leafi that 
" your money has been boná fide advanced; entitle. 
" yourfelf to my proteaion
 by the fairnefs and 
" fulnefs of the cOlnmunications you make." Did 
an honefi creditor ever refufe that reafonable and 
bondl: tdt? 
There is little doubt, that feveral individuals 
have been feduced by the purveyors to the nabob 
of Arcot, to put their money (perhaps the" \vhole 
of honefi and laborious earnings) into their hands, 
and that at fuch high interefi, as, being condemned 
at law, leaves them at the mercy of the great ma- 
nagers ,vholTI they trufied. Thefc fcduced credi- 
tors are probably perfons of no po"'er or interefi, 
either in England or Indi.1, and may be jufi ob- 
jeéìs of compJ.ßìon. By taking, in this arrange- 
Inent, no meafures for difcrimination and difco- 
very, the fraudulent and the fair are in the firfl: 
infiance confounded in one mafs. The fubfequent 
feleéìion and difiribution is left to the nabob. 
\Vith him the agents and infiruments of his cor- 
ruption, whom he fees to be omnipotent in Eng- 
bnd, and who may ferve hiin in future, as they 
have done in tilnes paft, will have preceçlençe, if 
not an exclufive preference. Thefe leading inte- 
y R 4 refts 
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refis domineer, and have always domineered, over 
the whole. By this arrangement, the perfons feoo 
duced are made dependant on their feducers; hooo 
nefiy (comparative honefiy at leafi) mufi become 
of the party of fraud, and mufi quit its proper 
charaéter, and its jufi clail11s, to entitle itfelf to 
the alms of bribery and peculation. 
But be thefe Englifh creditors what they may, 
the creditors, Inoft certainly not fraudulent, are 
the natives, who are numerous and wretched in- 
deed: by exhaufiing the \vhole revenues of the 
Carnatick, nothing is left for then1. They lent 
boná fide; in all probability they \vere even forced 
to lend, or to give goods and fervice for the na- 
bob's obligations. They had no trufis to carry to 
his market. They had no faith of alliances to fell. 
They had no nations to betray to robbery and 
ruin. They had no lawful government feditioufiy 
to overturn; nor had they a governour, to \\Thorn 
it is owing that you exifi in India, to deliver over 
to captivity, and to death, in a íhaIl1eful prifon. * 
Thefe were the merits of the principal part of 
the debt of 1777, and the univerfaBy conceived 
caufes of its' growth; aI1d thus the unhappy na- 
tives are deprived of every hope of payment for 
their real debts, to make provifion for the arrears 
of unfatisfied bribery and treafon. You fee in 
this inftance, that the prefumption of guilt is not 
· 
orò Pi got. 


only 
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only no exception to the demands on the publick 
treafury; but with thefe minifiers it is a neccífary 
condition to their fupport. But that you may 
not think this preference folely owing to their 
known contempt of the natives, who ought with 
every generous mind to claim their firft charities; 
you 
'ill find the fame rule re1igiouily obfen"ed 
,vith Europeans too. Attend, Sir, to this decifi\Te 
cafe.-Since the beginning of the v..ar, befides ar- 
rears of every kind, a bond debt has been con- 
traéted at Madras, uncertain in its amount, but 
reprefented from four hundred thoufand pound 
to a million fterling. It Hands only at the lo,v 
interefi: of eight per cent. Of the legal authority 
on which this debt was contraéted, of its purpofe
 
for the very being of the nate, of its publicity and 
fairnefs, no doubt has been entertained for a mo- 
ment. For this debt, no fort of provifion ,vhat- 
ever has been made. It is rejeéted as an outcaft, 
,vhilfi the \vhole undiilipJ.ted attention of the mi- 
nifier has been employed for the difcharge of 
claims entitled to his fa\rour by the merits \\"e have 
feen. 
I have endeavoured to find out, if poffiblc, the 
amount of the \vhole of thofe demands, in order 
to fee ho,v l11uch, fuppofing the country in a con- 
dition to furnifh the fund, may rcmain to fatisfy 
th
 publick debt and the nece{faryefiabliíhments. 
But 
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But I have been foiled in my attempt. About 
one-fourth, that is about 2'20,0001. of the loan of 
J 767, remains unpaid. How much intercfi is in 
arrear, I could never difcover; feven or eight 
years at leafi, which would make the whole of 
that debt about 396,0001. This fiock, which the 
minifiers in their infiruéHons to the governour of 
Madras fiate as the leafl exceptionable, they have 
thought prorer to difiinguiíh by a marked feve- 
rity, leaving it the only one, on \vhich the interefi 
is not added to the principal, to beget a new in- 
terefi. 
The cayalry loan, by the operation of the fame 
authority, is made up to 294,00oL and this 
294,0001. made up of principal and interefi, is 
cro,vned ,vith a new interefi of twelve per cent. 
What the grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, 
may be, is amongfi the deepefi myfieries of fiate. 
It is probably the firfi debt ever affU111ing the title 
of coniolidation, that did not exprefs 
'hat the 
amount of the furn confolidated ,vas. It is little 
lef5 than a contradiB:ion in terms. In toe debt 
of the year 1767, the fum \vas fiated in the aét: of 
confoHdation, and made to amount to 880,cool. 
capital. vVhcn this confolidatÏon of Ii 77 ,\'as 
fìrfi announced at the Durbar, it was reprefented 
.authcnticaHyat 2,400,ocol. In that, or rather in 

 higher flate, Sir Thomas Rumbold found and 
condemned 
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condemned it.. It afterwards fell into fuch a ter- 
rour, as to f,veat away a million of its 'weight at 
once; and it funk to 1,400,0001. t However it 
never ,vas without a refource for recruiting it to 
its old plumpnefs. There was a fort of floating 


..... In Sir Thomas Rumbold's letter to the court of direétors" 
l\.Iarch 15th, 1778, he reprefents it as higher, in the following 
manner :-" How íhall I paint to YOIl my afioniíhment on my 
" arrival here, when I was informed that independent of this 
" four lacks of pagodas [the ca\-alry loan]; independ..-:nt of the 
" nabob's debt to his old creditors, and the money due to 
" the company; he had contraé1ed a debt to the enormous 
,e amount of íixty-three lacks of pagodas [2,j20,0001.] I 
" mention this circum{lance to you witlz horrollr ; for the credi- 
H tors being in general jèrr:allts cif tlte compa/z!I, rer.der:> my t:lÍk. 
" on the part of the company, djliclflt and Ùwidious."-" I have 
" freed the fanétion of this government from fo corrupt a tranf. 
"a8ion. It is in my mind the moil venal of all proceedings" 
" to give the company's proteéèion to debts that cannot bear 
., the light; and though it appears exceedingly alarming, that 
" a country, on which you are to depend for r(rources, íhould 
" be fo involved, as to be nearly three years revenue in debt; 
" in a country too, where one year's revenue can never be called 
" ficure, by men who know any thing of the politicks of this 
U part of India. " -" I think it proper to mention to you, that 
"although the nabob rf'porls his private debt to amount to up
'ards 
" C!f fixt!} lacl.:.ç, yet I underftand that it is not quite fo much." 
Afterwards Sir Thomas Rumbold recommended this debt to 
the favourable attention of the company, but without any fuffi- 
cient reafon for his change of difpofition. However he went 
no further. 
t Nabob's propofals, November 25th, I77S; and memorial 
of the creditors, March Ill, 1779. 


debt 
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debt of about 4 or 500,000/. more ready to be 
added, as occafion fhould require. 
In íhort, when you preffed this fenfitive plant, 
it ahvays contraaed its dimenfions. When the 
rude hand of inquiry ,vas withdrawn, it expand- 
ed in all the luxuriant vigour of its original vege- 
tation. In the treaty of 1781, the whole of the 
nabob's debt to private Europeans is by Mr. SuI. 
livan, agent to the nabøb and his creditors, fiated 
at 2,800,000/. which (if the cavalry loan, and the 
reinains of the debt of 1767, be fubtraét:cd) leaves 
it ne
lrly at the amount originally declared at the 
Durbar, in 1777. But then there is a private in- 
firuét:ion to Mr. Sullivan, which it feems ,viII re- 
duce it again to the lo,ver Uandard of 1,400,0.00/. 
Failing in all 111Y attC111pts by a direét: account, 
to aíçertain the extent of the capital claimed, 
(where in all probability no capit
l 'VJ.S ever ad- 
vanced) I cndeavoured, if pof1ìble, to difcover it 
by the interefi \vhich ,\-as to be p:1id. For that 
purpofe, I loo!<:cd to the feveral agreeillents for 
affigning the territories of the Carnatick to fe- 
cure the principal and interefi of this debt. In 
one of them:ll: I found in a fort of pofifcript, by 
"'Tay of an additional remark, (not in the body of 
the obligation) the debt reprefcntcd at 1,400,00:/. 
But when I computed the fUlllS to be paid for in- 


11 Xabob's propofals to his new confoliùated creditors, No- 
vemher 25th, 1778. 


terefi: 
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terefi by infialments in another paper, I found 
they produced an interefi: of t\VO n1illions, at 
t\velve per cent. and the affignment fuppofed, that 
if there infialments might exceed, they might alfo 
fall fhort of the real provilìon for that interefi. * 
Another infialment bond \yas aftenvards grant- 
ed. In that bond the interefi: exaaly tallies with 
a capital of I,400,oool.t But purfuing this capi- 
tal through the correfpondence, I loft fight of it 
again, and it was afferted that this infiaJrnent 
bond \vas confiderably íhort of the interefi that 
ought to be computed to the time mentioned.t 
Here are, then:fore, t\vo fiatements of equal au- 
thority, differing at lea!è a million froiD each 
other; and as neither perfons claiming, nor any 
fpecial furn as belonging to each particular claim- 
ant, is afcertained in the infiruments of confoli- 
dation, or in the infialment bonds, a large fcope 
'was left to throw in any fums for any perfons, as 
their merits in advancing the intcrefi of that loan 
might requirc; a power was alfo left for reduc- 
tion, in cafe a harder hand, or more fcantr funds 7 
might be found to require it. Stronger grounds 
for a prefurnption of fraud never appeared in any 
tranfaaion. But the minifiers, faithful to the 
plan of the interefied perfons, whom alone they 



 Paper figned by the nabob, 6th Januar}', 17 8c . 
t Kifl:bnndi to July 31, 1780. 
: Governour's letter to the n.ll:ob, 25th July, 17;9. 
thought 
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thought fit to confer ,\'ith on this occa"ÍÌon, have 
ordered the payn1ent of the ,vhole mafs of thefe 
unkno\vn unliquidated fums, ,vithout an attempt 
to afcertain them. On this conduél:, Sir, I leave 
you to make your o\vn refleét:ions. 
It is impoffible (at leafi I have found it ilnpoffible) 
to fix on the real anlount of the pretended debts 
with ,vhich your n1Ïniilers have thought proper 
to load the Carnatick. They are obfcure; they 
fhun inquiry; they are enormous. That is all 
you know of them. 
That you may judge what chance any honour- 
able and ufeful end of governlnent has for a pro- 
vifion that comes in for the leavings of thefe 
gluttonous demands, I mufi take it on myfclf to 
bring before you the real condition of that abufed, 
infulted, racked, and ruined country; though in 
truth my mind revolts from it; though you will 
hear it with horrour; and I confefs I treillble when 
I think on thefe awful and confounding difpenfa- 
tions of Providence. I !hall firfi: trouble you ,vith 
a few words as to the caufe. 
The great fortunes made in India in the begin.. 
nings of conquefi, naturally excited an emulation r 
in all the parts, and through the whole fucceffion 
of the company's fervice. But in the company 
it gave rife to other fentiments. They did not 
find the ne\v channels of acquifition flow v,rith 
equal riches to them. On the contrary, the high 
flood- 
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flood-tide of private en10lument was generally in 
the loweft ebb of their affairs. They began alfo 
to fear, that the fortune of ,var might take away 
what the fortune of ,val' had given. Wars ,vere 
accordingly difcouraged by repeated injunétions 
and menaces; and that the fervants might not be 
bribed into them by the native princes, they were 
firiéHy forbidden to take any money whatfoever 
from their hands. But vehement paffion is inge- 
nious in refources. The c01l1pany's fervants \vere 
not only ftimulated, but better infirucred by the 
prohibition. They foon fell upon a contrivance 
which anfwered their purpofes far better than the 
methods which ,vere forbidden; though in this 
alfo they violated an ancient, but they thought, 
:oln abrogated order. They reverfed their proceed- 
ings. Infiead of receiving prefents, they nlaùc 
loans. Infiead of carrying on ,val'S in their o\\rn 
name, they contrived an authority, at once irre- 
fifiible and irrefponfible, in ,,,hofe name they 
might ravage at pleafure; and being thus freed 
from all refiraint, they indulged themfelves in the 
mofi: extravagant fpeculations of plunder. The 
cabal of creditors v;ho have been the objeét of 
the late bountiful grant from his majefiy's minif- 
tel's, in order to poffefs themfelves, under the 
name of creditors and affignees, of every country 
in India, as faft as it íhould be conquered, infpired 
into the nlind of the nabob of Arcot (then a de- 
pendant 
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pendant on the company of the humbleft order) 
a fcheme of the moft wild and defperate ambition 
that I believe ever was admitted into the thoughts 
of a man fo fituated. * Firfi:, they perfuaded him 
to confider himfelf as a principal member in the po- 
litical fyfiem of Europe. In the next place they held 
out to him, and he readily imbibed, the idea of the 
general empire of Indoftan. As a preliminary to 
this undertaking, they prevailed on him to propofe 
a tripartite divifion of that vaft country. One part 
to the company; another to the Marattas; and 
the third to himfelf. To himfelf he referved all 
the fou thern part of the great peninfula, compre- 
hended under the gcneral name of the Decan. 
On this fcheme of their fervants, the company 
was to appear in the Carnatick in no other light 
than as a contraB:or for the provifion of armies, 
and the hire of mercenaries for his ufe, and under 
his direåion. This difpofition was to be fecured 
by the nabob's putting himfelf under the gua- 
rantee of France; and by the Ineans of that rival 
nation, preventing the Engliíh for ever from af- 
fuming an equality, much lefs a fuperiority in the 


.. Report of the feleéì committee. lVladras Confultations, Ja- 
nuary 7, 1771. See alfo papers publiíheJ by the order of the 
court of Jireéìors in I7í6; and lord Macartnt"Y's correfpon- 
dence with Mr. Hafiings and the nabob of Arcot. See alfo 
l\lr. Dundas's Appendix, No. 376 B. Nabob's propofitioD!; 
tbrough Mr. Sullivan aDd Affilm Khân, Art. 6. and indeed the 
whole. 


Carnatick. 
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Carnatick. In purfuance of this treafonable pro.. 
jeéè (treafonable on the pari: of the Engliíh) they 
extinguiíhed the company as a fovereign power in 
that part of India; they withdre\v the company's 
garrifons out of all the forts and ftrong holds of 
the Carnatick; they declined to receive the am- 
ba{fadors from foreign courts, and remitted them 
to the nabob of Arcot; they fell upon, and totally 
defiroyed the oldefi ally of the company, the king 
of Tanjore, and plundered the country to the 
amount of near five millions fierling; one after 
another, in the nabob's name, but with Englifh 
force, they brought into a miferable fervitude all 
the princes, and Kreat independent nobility of a 
vall: country. * In proportion to thefe treafons 
2nd violences, which ruined the people, the fund 
of the nabob's debt grew and flouriíhed. 
Among the viétims to this magnificent plan of 
univerfal plunder, worthy of the heroick avarice 
of the projeéèors, you have all heard (and he has 


"* " The principal objeél: of the expedition is to get money 
" from Tanjore to pay the nabob's debt: if a furplus, to he 
" applied in difcharge of the nabob's debts to his pri\"3.t
 credi- 
" t(1rs." Confultations, March 20. 177 I; and for further · 
lights, Confultations, 12th June, 1771. "We are alarmed, left 
,
 this debt to individuals fhould have been the real motive fol' 
,
 the aggrandizement of Mahomed Ali [the nabob of Arcot] 
U and that we are plzmged into a 'l.!ar to put him in poffeffion of 
" the l\tIyfore revenuesjòr the difiharge uf the deM." Letter from 
t-be direß:ors, l\'larch 17, 1;69. 
VOL. IV. S made 
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made hhllfelf to be ,veIl remeinbered) of an Indian 
chief called Hyder Ali Khan. This man poífeffed 
the ,vefiern, as the company under the nalllC of 
the nabob of Arcot does the eafiern, divifion of 
the Carnatick. It ,vas among the leading mea- 
fures .in the defign of thi5 cabal (according to their 
own emphatick language) to e.\"tirpate this I-Iyder 
AIL:II: They declared the nabob of Arcot to be 
his [overeign, and himfclf to be a rebel, and puL- 
licldy invefied their inftrument with the fove- 
reignty of the kingdom of 1\1 yfore. But their 
viétim was not of the pafiìve kind. They were 
foon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace and 
dofe alliance with thi
 rebel, at the gates of 1\'Ia- 
dras. Both before and fince that treaty, ever} 
principle of policy poi.ntcd out this po,\rer as a 
natural alliance; and on his part, it \vas courted 
1?y every fort of alnicable office. But the cabi- 
net council of Englilli creditors ,,
ould not fufrer 
their nabob of Arcot to fign the treaty, n
r even 
to give to a prince, at leafi his equal, the ordinary 
tides of refpeél: and courtefy.t J'rom that time 
forward, a continued plot was carried on ,,'ithin 
the divan, black and \vhite, of the nabob of Arcot, 


'Nt Letter from the nabob, May I ft, I j68; and ditto, 2-1-tL 
April 1770, 1ft Oétoberj ditto, 16th September, 1772, 16th 
1\'Iarch 1773. 
t Letter from the pretH1ency at :Madras to the court of direc- 
tors, 27th June 1 i69. 


for 
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for the defiruaion of Hyder Ali. As to the 
outward members of the double, or rather treble 
government of Madras, ,vhich had figned the 
treaty, they \vere always prevented by fome over- 
ruling influence (which they do not defcribe, but 
'which cannot be mifunderfiood) from performing 
\vhat jufiice and interefi cOlllbincd fo evidcntly to 
enforce. "" 
When at length Hyder Ali found that he had to 
do with men who either would fign no conven- 
tion, or ,vhom no treaty, 
nd no fignature could 
bind, and who ,vere the determined enemies of 
human intercourfe itfelf, hc decreed to make the 
country poffeffed by thefe incorrigible and predef. 
tinated criminals a memorable example to man- 
kind. He refolved, in the gloomy receffes of a 
111ind capacious of fuch things, to leave the whole 
Carnatick an everlafiing monument of vengeance, 
and to J>ut perpetual defolation as a barrier be- 
t\veen him and thore, againfi w hOln the faith 
\vhich holds the moral elements of the \vorld to- 
gether, ,vas no proteaion. lIe became at length fo 
confident of his force, fo colleé1:ed in his n1ight, 
that he made no fecret \\rhatfoevcr of his dreadful 
refolution. Having terminated his difputes ,vith 
every enemy, and every rival, who buried their 
mutual animofities in their COllUTIon detefiation 
'1gainft the creditors of the nabob of Arcot, he 
"It \Ir. Dl.lnda
's committee, Report I. Appendix No. 29. 
S 2 drew 
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dre\v from every quarter whatever a ravage fero.. 
city could add to his new rudiments in the arts of 
defiruaion; and compounding all the materials 
of fury, havock, and defolation, into one black 
cloud, he hung for a 'while on the declivities of the 
mountains. Whilfi the authors of all there evils 
were idly and fiupidly gazing on this menacing 
meteor, which blackened all their horizon, it fud. 
denly burfi, and poured do,vn the whole of its 
contents upon the plains of the Carnatick- Then 
enfued a fcene of \yoe, the like of \vhich no eye 
had feen, no hea.ft conccÏ\?ed, and w
1Ïch no 
tongue can adequately tell. All the horrours of 
war before known or heard of, were mercy to that 
new havock. A Qorm of uuiver[al fire blafied 
every field, confunlcd every houfe, defiroyed every 
temple. The n1Îft:rabIc inhabitants flying fron1 
their flaming villages, in part ""cre ilaughtered; 
others, \vithou t regard to ièx, to age, t-=' \Jle refpeél 
of rank, or facrednefs of funåion, fathers torn 
from children, huíbanJs frOln ,vives, enveloped 
in a ,vhirlwind of cavalry, and aU1idft: the goadill b 
fpears of drivers, and the tIampling of purfuing 
horfes, were [\vept into captivity, in an unkno\.vn 
and hoftile hnd. Thofe who \verc able to evade 
this tenlpefi, fled to the "raIled citie
. But efcap- 
ing from fire, f\yord, and exile, the)' fell into the 
ja\vs of fainine. 
The ahlls of the fettlcment, in this dreadful exi- 
gency, 
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gency, \vere certainly liberal; and all was done 
by charity that private charity could do: but it 
was a people in beggary; it \vas a nation \\'hich 
flretched out its hands for food. For months 
together there creatures of fufferance, whofe very 
excefs and luxury in their mofi plenteous days, 
had fallen íhort of the allo\\'ance of our aufierefi: 
fafis, filent, patient, refigned, ,vithout fedition or 
difiurbance, ahnofi \vithout complaint, perifhed 
by an hundred a day in the ftreets of l\1adras; 
every day feven ty at leafi laid their bodies in the 
fireets, or on the glacis of Tanjore, and expired 
of famine in the granary of India. I ,vas going 
to awake your juftice towards this unhappy part 
of our fellow citizens, by bringing before you 
forne of the circumfiances of this plague of hunger. 
Of all the calamities which beret and ,vaylay the 
Iife of man, this COllles the neareft to our heart, 
and is that \\'herein the proudeft of us all feels 
himfelf to be nothing more than he is: but I find 
myfelf unable to manage it with decorum; thefe 
detJ.ils are of a fpecies of horrour fo naufeous and 
difgufiing; they arc fo degrading to the fufferers 
:lnd to the hearers; they are fo humiliating to hu- 
ßlan luture itfelf, that, on bctter thoughts, I find 
it Inorc advifcable to thro\v a pan over this hide... 
ùus (
hjea, Jnd to le:lye it to your general conccp- 
tion
. 


S.3 


I"-or 
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* For eighteen l11onths, without intennifiion, 
this defiruaion raged from the gates of Madras to 
the gates of Tanjore; and fo completely did thefe 
mafiers in their art, Hyder Ali, and his more fe.. 
rocious fon, abfolve themfelves of their impious 
vow, that when the Britifh armies traverfed, as 
they did, the Carnatick for hundreds of miles in 
all direcrions, through the whole line of their 
march they did not fee one man, not one woman t 
not one child, not one four-f
oted beaft of any 
defcription 'whatever. One dead uniform {ìlence 
reigned over the \vhole regioh. 'Vith the iricon- 
fiderable exceptions of the narro\v vicinage of 
fome fe\v forts, I willi to be underftood as fpeak- 
ing literally;-1 mean to produce to you more 
than three witneffes, above all exc
ption, who will 
fupport this a{fertion in its full extent. That hur. 
Ticane of war paffed through every part of the 
central provinces of the Carnatick. Six or feven 
difiriéts to the north and to the fouth (and thefe 
not wholly untouched) efcaped the general ra.. 
vage. 
The Carnatick is a country not much inferiour 
in extent to England. Figure to yourfclf, Mr. 
Speaker, the land in whofe reprefentative chair 
you fit; figure to yourfelf the form and fafhion 
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vf your fweet and chearful country from Thames 
to Trent, north 
nd fouth, and from the Irifh to 
the Gennan fea eaR and weft, emptied and em- 
bowelled (may God avert the omen of our crimes!) 
by fo accompliíhed a defolation. Extend your 
imagination a little further, and then fuppofe your 
minifters taking a furvey of this fcene of ,vaile 
and defolation; ,vhat would be your thoughts if 
you fhould be informed, that they ,vere comput- 
ing how much had been the amount of the ex- 
dfes, how mu:h the cufioms, how. much the Iand 
and malt tax, in order that they íhould chàrge 
(take it in the moil favourable light) for publick 
(ervice, upon the relicks of the fatiated vengeance 
of reJent1cfs enemies, the ,,"hole of what England 
had yielded in the Inofi exuberant feafons of peace 
and abundance? What \\"ould you can it? To call 
it tyranny, fublimed into madnefs, ,vould be too 
faint aD Í111age; yet this very madnefs is the prin- 
l:iple upon which the lninifiers at your right hand 
have proceeded in their efiimate of the rcvenues 
of thc Carnatick, ,vhen they ,vcre providing" not 
fupply for the efiabliflllTIcnts of its protcåion, but 
rewards for the author:) of its ruin. 
Every lhy you are fdtigued and difgufied with 
this C.Ult, " the Carnatick is a country that \viII 
" foon recover, and become infiantly as profper- 
" ous as ever." They think they are talking to 
innocent'), who will bdieve that by fowing of 
S 4 dragons 




64 


SPEECH ON THE 


dragons teeth, lTIen may come up ready growrt 
and ready armed. They \vho will give themfelves 
the trouble òf confide ring (for it requires no great 
reach of thought, :no very profound knowledge) 
the manner in which mankind are increafed, and 
countries cultivated, will regard all this raving as 
it ought to be regarded. In order that the people
 
after a long period of vexation and plunder, may 
be in a condition to l11aintain government, govern- 
ment mufi begin by l11aintaining them.-Here 
the road to æconomy lies not through receipt, hut 
through expcnce; and in that country nature has 
given no fhort cut to your objeét. Men mufi: pro- 
pagate, like other animals, by the mouth. Never. 
did oppreffion light the nuptial torch; never did 
extortion and ufury fpread out the genial bed. 
Does anyone of you think that England, fo \vafi- 
cd, would, under fuch a nurfing attendance, fo ra- 
pidlyand cheaply recover? But he is meanly ac.. 
quainted with either England or India, 'who does 
net kno,v that Eng1and \vould a thoufand times 
foóner rcfume population, fertility, and what ought 
to be the ultil11ate fecretion from both, revenue,. 
than fuch a country as the Carnatick. 
The Carnatick is not by the bounty of nature a 
fertile foil. The general fize of its cJ.ttle is proof 
enough that it is much otherwiiè. It is fOlne days 
únce I moved, that a curious and interefiing map, 
kept in the India 11oufe, fhould be laid before 
you. 
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you.. The India Houfe is not yet in readinefs to 
fend it; I have therefore brought down my own 
copy, and there it lies for the ufe of any gentle- 
man who may think fuch a matter worthy of his 
attention. It is indeed a noble map, and of noble 
things; but it is decifive againfi the golden dreams 
and fanguine fpeculations of avarice run mad. In 
addition to \vhat you know n1ufi be the cafe in 
every part of the world (the neceffity of a previous 
provifion of habitation, feed, fiock, capital) that 
map will fhew you, that the ufes of the influences 
of Heaven itfelf, arc in that country a work of 
art. The Carnatick is refreíhed by few or no 
living brooks or running fireams, and it has rain 
only at a feafon; but its product of rice exaéts 
the ufe of ,vater fu bjeét: to perpetual command. 
This is the national bank of the Carnatick, on 
which it mufi have a perpetual credit, or it pe- 
ri1hes irretrievably. For that reafon, in the hap- 
pier times of India, a number, almofi incredible, 
of refervoirs have been made in chofen places 
throughout the whole country; they are formed 
for the greater part of mounds of earth and ftones, 
with fluices of folid mafonry; the whole con- 
itruéted with admirable ikill and labour, and main- 
tained at a nlighty charge. In the territory con- 
tained in that Inap alone, I have been at the trouble 
(JÍ reckoning the refervoirs, and they amount to 


" 
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upwards of eleven hundred, from the extent of 
t\vo or three acres to five l11iles in circuit. FrOIn 
thefe refervoirs currents are occafionally dra,vn 
over the fields, and thefe watercourfes again call 
for a confiderable expence to keep them' properly 
fcoured and duly levelled. Taking the diftriél: in 
that map as a meafure, there cannot be in the Car. 
natick and Tanjore fewer than ten thoufand of 
thefe refervoirs of the larger and middling dimen- 
iions, to fay nothing of thofc for domefiick fer.. 
vices, and the ufe of religious purification. Thefe 
are not the enterprifes of your power, nor in a 
fiyle' of magnificence fuited to the tafie of your 
minifter. Thefe are the monuments of real kings, 
who \vere the fathers of their people; tefiators to 
a pofterity ,vhich they embraced as their o\vn. 
Thefe are the grand fepulchres built by ambition; 
but by the ambition of an infatÏable benevolence, 
which, not contented \\,ith reigning in the difpen- 

âtion of happinefs during the contraéì:ed term of 
human life, had firained, \\,ith aU the reachings 
dud grafpings of a vivacious 1l1inå, to exten,d the 
don1Ínion of their bounty beyond the liIllÏtS of na- 
ture, and to perp
tuate themfelves through gene- 
rations of gener
tions, the gU3.rdians, the prot
c. 
tors, the nourifhers of mankind. 
Long before the hte invafion, the perfons who 
.lfe objeéts of the grant of pub1ick lTIOney now be- 
fore you, had fo diyerted the fupply of the pious 
funds 
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funds of culture and population, that every where 
the refervoirs ,vere fallen into a miferable decay. >1ft 
But after thofe domeftick enemies had provoked 
the entry of a cruel foreign foe into the country, 
he did not leave it, until his revenge had com... 
pleted the defiruéèion begun by their avarice. 
F e\v, very fe\v indeed, of thefe magazines of ,vater 
that are not either totally dcfiroyed,or cut through 
with fuch gaps, as to require a ferious attention 
and much coft to re-efiablifh them, as the means 
of prefent fubfiftence to the people, and of future 
revenue to the ftate. 
What, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightened 
minifiry do on the view of the ruins of fuch "rorks 
before them? On the view of fuch a chafm of dc- 
[olation as that which ya\vned in the midft of thofe 
countries to the north and fouth, which fiill borc 
fome vcfiiges of cultivation? They would have 
reduced all their ITlofi neceffary eftabliíhments; 
they \vould have lulþcnded the juftefi payments; 
they 'wou]d have employed every :!hilling derived 
from the producing, to rcanÎlnate the powers of 
the unproduétive parts. 'Vhile they were perform.. . 
ing this fundamental duty, whilft they \vcre ce1e. 
bïating thefe myfieries of jufiice and humanity, 
they would have told the corps of fiétitious credi.. 
tors, whofe crimes \\gere their claims, that the} 
muft keep an a,vful difial1ce; that they Inufi 
fùence thcir inaufpicious tongues; that they muft 
.. See RC"port lY. \Ir. Dundas's Cl.mmìttce, p. 46. 
hold 
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hold off their profane unhallowed paws from this 
holy work; they would have proclaimed with a 
voice that fhould make itfelf heard, that on every 
country the firfi creditor is the plow; that this ari.. 
ginal, indefeafible claim fuperfedes every other de.. 
mand. 
This is what a wife and virhlous minifiry \vould 
have done and faid. This, therefore, is what our 
minifier could never think of faying or doing. A 
minifi:ry of another kind would have firfi im. 
proved the country, and have thus laid a folid 
foundation for future opulence and future force. 
But on this grand point of the refioration of the 
country, there is not one fyllable to be found in 
the corrcfpondence of our minifiers, from the firfi 
to the Iaft: they felt nothing for a land defolated 
by fire, fword, and famine; their fympathies took 
:lnother direétion; they \vere touched with pity 
for bdbery, fo long tonnented with a fruitlefs 
itcbing of its palms; their bo,ve1s. yearned for ufu. 
ry, that had long IniIlèd the harvefi of its return- 
ing months; 41: they felt for peculation \vhich had 
been for fo many years raking ip the dufi of an 
empty treafury; they \vere melted into compaffion 
for rapine and oppreffion, Hcking their dry, parch- 
ed, unbloody jaws. Thefe \vcre the objeét
 of 
their iülicituJe. There were the ncceffities for 
\vhich they \verr. fiudious to provide. 
To [rate the country and its revenues in their 
... Intcrefr is rated in India by the month. 


real 
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real condition, and to provide for thofe fiétitious 
claims, cönfifiently with the fupport of an army 
and a civil efiabliflunent, ,vould have been impof- 
fible; therefore the minifiers are filent on that 
head, and reft themfelves on the au thority of lord 
Macartney, ,vho in a letter to the court of direc- 
tors, written in the year 178 I, fpeculating on 
what might be the refult of a ,vife management 
of the countries affigned by the nabob of Arcot, 
fates the revenue as in ti
e of peace, at twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, as he does thofc 
of the king of Tanjore (which had not been af- 
figned) at four hundred and fifty. On this lord 
Macartney grounds his calculations, and on this 
they choofe to ground theirs. It ,vas on this cal- 
culation that the minifiry, in dire8: oppofition to 
the remonfirances of the court of direé1:ors, have 
compelled that miferable, enflaved body, to put 
their hands to an order for appropriating the en.. 
ormous fùm of 480,0001. annually, as a fund for 
paying to their rebellious fervants a debt contraa.. 
cd in defiance of their dearefi and moil pofitive 
injuné1:ions. . 
The authority and information of lord Macart.. 
ney is held high on this occafion, though it is totally 
rejeéted in every other particular of this bufinefs. 
I believe I have the honour of being almofi: as old 
an acquaintance as any lord l\1:acartney has. A 
confiant and unbroken friendíhip has fubfified be- 
tween 
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tween us from a very early period; and, I truH:
 
he thinks, that as I refpeét his charaéter, and in 
general admire his conduB:, I am one of thofe 
,vho feel no COl11mon interefi in his reputation
 
Yet I do not hefitate ,,-holly to difallow the calcu. 
lation of J 781, without an}- .lpprehenfion that I 
fhall appear to difiruft his veracity or his judg.. 
D1cnt. This peace efl:in1ate of revenue ,vas not 
grounded on the flate of the Carnatick as it then, 
or as it had recently, flood. It was a fiatement 
of fonner and better tiJlles. There is no doubt 
that a period did exift, when the large portion of 
the Carnatick held by the nabob of Arcot might 
be fairly reputed to produce a revenue to that, or 
to a greater amount. But the whole had fa 
melted away by the flow and filent hofiilityof 
oppreffion and miÜnanagcIllcnt, that the revenues, 
finking with the profperity of the country, had 
fallen to about 800,000/. a year, even before an 
enemy's horfe had imprinted bis hoof ón the foil 
of the Carnatick. Franl that vie,,', and indepen- 
dently of the decifive effeéts of the war \vhich en. 
fued, Sir Eyre Coote conceived that years mull 
pafs before the country could be rellored to its 
former profperity and prod\létiou. It was that 
ftate of revenue, ( namely, the aétual fiate before 
the war) which the direétors have oppofed to lord 
Macartney's fpeculation. They refufed to take 
the revenues for more than 800,000/. In this 
they 
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they are juftified by lord Macartney himfelf, who, 
in a fubfequent letter, informs the court, that his 
{ketch is a matter of fpeculation; it fuppofes the 
country reftored to its ancient profperity, and the 
revenue to be in a courfe of effeétive and honeft 
colleétion. If therefore the minifters have gone 
\vrong, they were not deceived by lord lVlacart- 
Qey: they "rere deceived by no n1an. The efii- 
mate of the direaors is nearly the very efiimate 
furniíhed by the right honourable gentleman hÎ1n- 
felf, and publiíhed to the world in one of the 
printed reports of his own committee;. but as 
foon as he obtained his power, he chofe to aban- 
don his account. No part of his official condué1: 
can be defended on the ground of his parliamen.. 
tary information. 
In this clafhing of accounts and efiilllates, ought 
not the miniftry, if they ,viíhed to preferve even 
appearances, to have \vaÏted for information of 
the aétual refult of there fpeculations, before they 
laid a charge, and fuch a charge, not condition- 
ally and eventually, but pofitively and authorita- 
tively, upon a country which they all knew, and 
\vhich one of them had regifiered on the records 
of this houfe, to be \vafted beyond all example, by 


· 1\1r. Dundas's Committee, Rep. I. p. 9. and ditto, Rep. IV. 
69. where the revenue of 17i7 ftated only at 22 lacks-301acks 
ftated as the revenue, U fupp'!fìng tIle Carnatick to be propcrlJl 
U managed." 
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every oppreffion of an abuÍÌve government, and 
every ravage of a defolating war. But that you 
may difcern in what manner they ufe the corref.. 
pondence of office, and that thereby you may enter 
into the true fpirit of the minifierial board of con- 
trol, I de1ire you, IVlr. Speaker, to remark, that 
through their ,vhole controverfy \vith the court 
of dircaors, they do not fa much as hint at their 
ever baving fecn any other paper from lord Ma- 
cartney, or any other efiimate of revenue, than 
this of 1 78 I. To this they hold. Here they take 
pofi; here they entrench themfelves. 
When I firfi read this curious controverfy be.. 
t\\reen the minifierial board and the court of di. 
reél:ors, common candour obliged me to attribute 
their tenacious adherence to the efiimate of 178 I , 
to a total ignorance of \vhat had appeared upon 
the records. But the right honourable gentle- 
man has chofen to come for\vard with an uncalled- 
for declaration; he boafiingly tells you, that he 
h:J.s feen, read, digefied, compared every thing; 
and that if be has finned, he has finned \vith his 
eyes broad open. Since then the minifiers \vill 
obfiinately :íhut the gates of mercy on themfelves, 
let them add to their crimes \vhat aggravations 
they pleafe. They have then (fince it mull be fo) 
wilfully and corruptly fuppreffed the information 
which they ought to have produced; and for the 
fupport of peculation, have made themfelves guilty 
of 
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of fpoliation and fuppreffion of evidence." The 
paper I hold in my hand, 'v hich totally overturns 
(for the prefent at leafi) the efiimate of 178 I, they 
have no more takcn notice of in their controverfy 
with the court of direcrors, than if it had no exif- 
tence. It is the report Inadc by a con1mittee ap- 
pointed at lVladras, to Inanage the whole of the 
fix countries affigned to the company by the nabob 
of Arcot. This committee \vas ,vife1y infiituted 
by lord Macartncy,. to remove from himfclf the 
fufpicion of all improper manageinent in fo invi. 
dious a trufi; and it feems to have been wen 
chofcn. This c0111mittee has made a comparative 
eftÍ1nate of the only fIX difiricrs \vhich ,\'cre in a 
condition to be let to farm. In onc fet of columns 
they flate the grofs and net produce of the dif- 
trias as let by the nabob. To that fiatement they 
oppofe the terms on \\,hich the fame difiriås ,vcre 
rented for five years, undcr their authority. Under 
the nabob, the grofs farm \vas fi) nigh as 570,000/. 
Úer1ing. \Vhat ""J.S the clear produce? Why, no 
more than about 250)000/. and this \VJ.S the 
whole profit of the nabob's treafury, undcr his 
own Inanagcment, of all the difiriêts ,vhich were 
in a condition to be let to fanll on the 27th of 
:\lay, 1782. Lord Macartney's lcafcs fiipulatcd a 
grofs produce of no more than about 53 0 ,0';)0/. 
.. See Appendix, NO.4, Statement in the Report of the Com- 
mittee of affigned Revenue. 
VOL. IV.. T but 
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but then the eflinlated net amount was nearly 
dou ble the nabob's.. It however did not then ex. 
ceed 48o,ooc/, and lord Macartney's commif... 
fioners take credit for an annual revenue amount. 
ing to this clear ftUll. Here is no fpeculation; 
here is no inaf.:curate account clandeflinely obtain. 
ed from thofe who might 'willi, and were enabled 
to deceive.- It is the authorized recorded flate of 
a real recent tranfaaion. Here is not twelve 
hundred thoufand pound,. not eight hundred. 
The whale revenue of the Carnatick yielde\.
 no 
nlore in Mùy 1782 than four hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds; nearly the very precife furn 
\\'hich your miniíler, ,vho is fo careful of the pub. 
lick fecurity, has carried froin all defcriptions of 
efiablifhlnent to form a fund for the private eillO. 
lument of his creatures. 
In this cflimate, we fee, as- I have jufi obferved, 
the nabob's farms rated fo high as 570,000/. Hi- 
therto all is \veJI; but follow on to the effeéèive 
net revenue: there the illufion vaniíhes; and you 
will not find nearly fo much as half the produce. 
It is with reafon therefore laid Macartney inva- 
riably throughout the \vhole correfpondence, qua- 
lifies all his views and expeétations of revenue, 
and all his plans for its application, ,vith this in. 
difpenfable condition, that the managelnent is not 
in the hands of the nabob of Arcot. Should tha
 
fatal mcafure take phce, he ha
 over and over 
agaIn 
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again told you, that he has no profpelt of realif.. 
ing any thing whatfoever for any publick pur.. 
pofe. With thefe weighty declarations, confirm.. 
ed by fuch a fiate of indifputable Faa before them i 
\vhat has been done by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer and his accomplices? Shall I be believed? 
They have delivered over thofe very territories
 
on the keeping of which in the hands of the com 
ßlittee, the defence of our dominions, and ",-hat 
\\'as more dear to them, poffibly, their own job 
depended; they have delivered back again with- 
out condition, without arrangement, ,,,ithout fii- 
pubtion of any fort for the natives of any rJ.nk t 
the \vhole of thofe vall countries
 to lllany of 
\vhich he had no jufi claim, into the ruinous mif- 
nlanagement of the nabob of Arcot. To cro\vn 
all, according to their miferable pratlice whenever 
they do any thing tranfcendently abfurd, they pre- 
face this their abdication of their trufi, by a fo- 
lemn declaration that they \vere not obliged to it 
by any principle of policy, or any demand of juf- 
tice whatfoever. 
I have flated to you the efiilnated produce of 
the territories of the Carnatick, in a condition to 
be farmed in 1782, according to the different ma- 
nageillents into \vhich they might fall; and this 
efiimate the Ininifiers have thought proper to fùp- 
prefs. Since that, two other accounts have been 
received. The firfi infonns us, that there has 
T 2 been 
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been a recovery of what is called arrear, as well as 
of an improvement of the revenue of one of the 
fix provinces which \vere let in 1782.* It was 
brought about by making a new war. Afterfome 
:fharp aåions, by the refolution and fkill of co- 
lonel Fullarton, feveral of the petty princes of the 
moft foutherly of the unwafted provinces were 
compelled to pay very heavy rents and tributes, 
who for a long time before had not paid any ac- 
knowledgment. After this reduéHon, by the care 
of Mr. Irwin, one of the committee, that province 
was divided into twelve farms. This operation 
raifed the income of that particular province; the 
others remain as they were firft farmed. So that 
inftead of producing only their original rent of 
480,000/. they netted in about two years and a 
quarter, 1,320,000/. fierling, whiçh would be 
about 660,0001. a year, if the recovered arrear was 
not included. What deduéèion is to be made on 
account of that arrear I cannot determine, but 
.certainly 'what would rcduce the annual income 
confiderably below the rate I have allo\\
ed. 
. The fccond account received, is the letting of 
the wafted provinces of the Carnatick. This I 
underfiand is at a growing rent, which mayor 
may not realife wbat it pro
ifes; but if it fhould 
anfwer, it will raitè the whole, at fome future time, 
to 1,200,000/. 
-It The province of Tinnc\"ell)". 


You 
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You mull here remark, l\'lr. Speaker, that this 
revenue is the produce of all the nabob's domi. 
nions. During the affignment, the nabob paid 
nothing, becaufe the company had all. Suppofing 
the whole of the lately affigned territory to yield 
up to the moO: fanguinc cxpeétations of the right 
honourable gentleman; and fuppofe 1,200,0001. to 
be annually realifed (of which \\re aétually kno\v 
of no more than the realifing of fix hundred thou- 
fand) out of this you mufi deduét the fubfidy and 
rcnt which the nabob paid before the affignment, 
namely 340,0001. a year. This reduces back the 
revenue applicable to thc new difiribution made 
by his majefiy's minificrs, to about 800,0001. Of 
that fum five eighths are by them furrcndered to 
the debts. The remaining three are the only fund 
left for all the purpofes fo magnificently difplayed 
in the lettcr of the board of control; that is for 
a new-cafi peace efiabliíhment; a ne\v fund for 
ordnance and fortifications; and a large allo'v. 
ance for \vhat they call "the fplcndour of the 
" Durbar." 
You have heard the account of thefe territories 
as they fiood in 1782. You have fcen the ollual 
receipt fince the affignment in 1781, of which I 
reckon about two years and a quarter produåive. 
I have fiated to you the expcétation from thc\vafied 
part. For reJ.1ifing all this you may valuc your. 
felves on' the vig
ur and diligençe of a govern our 
T 3 and 
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and committee that have done fo much. If thefe 
hopes from the committee are rational-ren1ember 
that the committee is no more. Your minifiers, 
who have formed their fund for thefe dcbts on the 
prefumed effeét of the committee's management, 
have put a complete end to that committee. Their 
aéts are refcinded; their leafes are broken; their 
renters are difperfed. Your nlinifiers knew when 
they figned the death-warrant of the Carnatick, 
that the nabob would not only turn all thefe un. 
fortunate farmers of revenue out of employn1ent, 
but that he has denounced his fevcrefi vengeance 
a
ainfi them, fl)r aéting under Britiíh authority. 
\Vith a knowledge of this difpofition, a Britiíh 
chancellor of the exchequer, and treafurer of the 
Davy, incited by no publick advantage, impellcd 
by DO publick neceffity, in a firain of the mort 
wanton perfidy which Jus ever ilaincd the annals 
of mankind, have delivered over to plunder, im. 
prifonmenr, exile, and death itfelf, according to 
the mercy of fuch execrable tyrants as Amir ul 
Omra and Paul Benfield, the unhappy and deluded 
fouls, who, untaught by uniform example, were 
Hill ,"Teak enough to put their trufi in Englifh 
faith.:if: They have gone farther; they have thought 
proper to mock and outrage their mifcry by or.. 
dering them proteéìion and compenfatian. Froin 
what power is this proteétion to be derived? And 
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from what fund is this compenfation to arife? The 
revenues are delivered over to their opprcffor; the 
territorial jurifdiétion, from \vhence that revenue 
is to arife, and under which they live, is furren.. 
dered to the fame iron hands: and that they fhall 
be deprived of aU refuge, and all hope, the minif.. 
ter has Inade a [olemn, voluntary declaration, that 
he never .\vill interfere \vith the nabob's internal 
government. ., 
The Iaft thing confidercd by the board of con- 
trol among the dcbts of the Carnatkk, was tha.t 
arifing to the Eafi.lndia company, \vhich after the 
provifion for the cavalry, and the confolidation 
of 1777, was to divide the refidue of the fund of 
480,00:)/. a year with the lenders of J 767. 'This 
debt the worthy chainnan, who firs, oppofite to 
me, contends to be three millions fterling. Lord 
1\Iacartney's account of ) 78 I, flates it to be at 
that period, 1,200,000/. The firfi account of the 
court of direcrors makes it 900,000/. This, like 
the private debt, being without any folid exif.. 
tence, is incapable of any difiinét limits. What
 
evcr its amount or its validity n1ay be, one thing 
is clear; it is of the nature and quality of a pub- 
lick debt. In that light nothing is provided for 
it, but an eventual furplus to be divided ,vith one 
clafs of the private dCInands, after fatisfying the 
two firft claffes. Nevcr \vas a more fha1neful poil- 
poning a publick demand, which by the reafon 
.. See extraél: of their letter in the Appendix, 
a. 9. 
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of the thing, and the uniform praêtice of aU na. 
tions, fuperfedes every private daÍ1n. 
'Thofe ,vho gave this preference to private dainls, 
confider the company's as. a lawful den1and; cIte, 
why did they pretcnd to provide for it? On their 
own principles they are condemned. 
But 'I, Sir, who profefs to fpeak to your under- 
fianding and to your confcience, and to bruíh 
away from this bufinefs all falfe colours, all falfc' 
appellations, as well as falfe faas, do pofitively 
deny that the Carnatick o,ves a fhilling to the 
company; whatever the company may be indebt- 
ed to that undone country. It o\\res nothing to 
the company for this plain and fimple reafon- 
1'he territory charged with the debt is thdr own. 
To fay that their revenues fall fhort, and owe 
them money, is to fay they are in debt to them- 
felves, which is only talking nonfenfe. The faa: 
is, that by the in valìon of an cnelllY, and the ruin 
of the country, the cOlnpany, either in its own 
name, or in the names of the nabob of Arcot and 
rajah of Tanjore, has loll for f
veral years what 
it Inight have looked to receive fron1 its own 
eftate. If men were allo,ved to credit thcmfelves 
upon fuch principles, anyone might {oon grow 
rich by this mode of accounting. A flood comes 
down upon a man's efiate in the Bedford Level 
of a thoufand pounds a year, and drowns his rents 
for tcn years. The chanccllor would put that 
man into the hands of a trufiee, who \vould 
gravely 
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gravely make up his books, and for this lofs cre- 
dit himfelf in his account for a debt due to him 
of 10,00::>/. It is, however, on this principle the 
company makes up its demands on the Carnatick. 
In peace they go the full length, and indeed more 
than the full length, of what the people can bear 
for current efiablHhments; then they are abfurd 
cnough to confolidate all the calamities of war into 
debts; to tnetamorphofe the devafiations of the 
country into demands upon its future produaion. 
What is this but to avo\v a refolutÏon utterly to de.. 
firoy their o\\rn country, and to force the people 
to pay for their fufferings, to a government \\rhich 
ha
 proved unable to protea either the {hare of 
the hufbandman or their own? In every leafe of a 
farm, the invafion of an enemy, infiead of forming 
a demand for arrear, is a releafe of rent; nor for 
that releafe is it at all ncce{fary to fhO\\T, that the 
invaúon has left nothing to the occupier of the 
{oil; though in the prefen t cafe it would be too 
eafy to prove that melancholy fatl:. >I: I therefore 
applauded my right honourable friend, who, \\Then 
he canvaifed the company's accounts, as a preJi- 
rninary to a bill that ought not to fiand on falfe- 
hood of any kind, fixed his difcerning eye, and 
his deciding hand, on thefe debts of the company, 
from the nabob of Arcot and rajah of Tanjore, 
· " It is certain that tbe incur1ìon of a féW of Hyder's horfe 
.. into the Jaghire, in 1]6], caft the company upwards of pa- 
Il godas 27,000, it, a!lou:ancesfvr damages." Confultationg, Feb. 
ruary J Ith, 1771. 
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and at one firoke expunged thelll aU, as utterly 
irrecoverable; he might have added as utterly 
unfounded. 
On thefe grounds I do not blame the arrange- 
ment this day in queftion, as a preference given to 
the debt of individuals over the company's debt. 
In my eye it is no more than the preference of a 
fiétion over a chimera; but I blame the preference 
given to thofe fiétitious private debts over the 
fianding defence and the fianding governnlent. 
It is there the publick is robbed. It is robbed in 
its anny; it is robbed in its civil adminifiration; 
it is robbed in its credit; it is robbed in its invefi- 
mcnt which forms the commercial conneétion be- 
tween that country and Europe. There is thc 
robbery. 
But ß1Y principal objeétion lies a good deal 
òeeper. That debt to the company is the pretext 
under which all the other debts lurk and cover 
themfelves. That debt forms the foul putrid 
mucus, in which are engendered the whole brood 
of creeping afcarides, all the endlefs involutions, 
the eternal knot, added to a knot of thofe inex- 
pugnable tape-\vorms which devour the nutri- 
lnent, and eat up the bowels of India. tic It is 
neceffary, Sir, you fhould recolleét two things: 


!II- Proceeding at Madras,lIth February, lï69' and through- 
out the correfl)ondence on this fubjea; particularJy Conful- 
tations, Oé1:ober 4th, 1769, and the Creditors' Memorial, 20th 
January, 1770. . 
firfi; 
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firfi tnat the nabob's debt to the company carries 
no interefi. In the next place you will obferve, 
that whenever the company has occafion to bor- 
ro\\P, fhe has ahvays commanded whatever fhe 
thought fit at cight per cent. Carrying in your 
mind thefe two faéts, attend to the procefs with 
regard to the publick and private debt, and \v\th 
\vhat little appearance of decency they play into 
each other's hands a game of utter perdition to the 
unhappy natives ùf India. The nabob faIls into an 
arrear to the company. The prefidency preffes for 
payment. The nabob's anfwer is, I have no 
money. Good. But there are foucars \vho will 
fupply you on the mortgage of your territories. 
Then fieps forward fome Paul Benfield, and from 
his grateful comp.affion to the nabob, and his filial 
Tegard to the company, he unlocks the treafurcs 
of his virtuous indufiry; and for a confideration 
of t\.venty-four or thirty-fix per cent. on a mort- 
gage of the territorial revenue, becomes fecurity 
10 the con1pany for the nabob's arrear. 
All this intermediate ufury thus becomes fanc- 
tificd by the ultin1ate view to the company's pay- 
ment. In this cafe, \vould not a plain nlan a1k. this 
plain <}uefiion of the company; if you know that 
the nabob mufi annually mortgage his territories 
to your fervants to pay his annual arrear to you, 
why is not the afiignment or mortg:1ge made di- 
reéHy to the company itfclf? By this finlple ob- 
",'IOUS 
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vious operation, the company would be relieved 
and the debt paid, without the charge of a fuil- 
ling interefi to that prince. But if that courfc 
íhould be thought too indulgent, why do they 
not take that affignmen t \vith fuch interefi: to 
themfelves as they pay to others, that is eight 
per ant? Or if it 'were thought more advifeable 
C\vhy it fhould I know not) that he mufi borrow, 
why do not the company lend their own credit to 
the nabob for their own payment? That credit 
\vould not be weakened by the collateral fecurity 
I)f his territorial mortgage. The money might 
Hill be had at eight per cent. Infiead of any of 
thefe honefi: and obvious methods, the company 
has for years kept up a fhe\v of difintcrefiednefs 
and moderation, by fuffering a debt to accumu- 
late to them from the country powers \vithout any 
interefi: at all; and at the fame time have feen be- 
fore their eyes, on a pretext of borrowing to pay 
that debt, the revenues of the country charged 
with an ufury of twenty, t\venty-four, thirty-fix, 
an
 even eight-and-forty per cent. \vith compound 
interefi,:II< for the benefit of their fervants. AU 
this time they know that by having a debt fub. 
fifiing \vithout any interefi:, which is to be paid 
by contraaing a debt on the highefi: interefi:, they 
manifefi:ly render it neceffary to the nabob of Ar- 
cot to give the private demand a preference to the 
. .. Appendix NO.7. 
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publick; and by binding him and their fervants 
together in a common caufe, they enable him to 
form a party to the utter ruin of their own au. 
thority, and their own affairs. Thus their falfe 
moderation, and their affeéted purity, by the na- 
tural operation of every thing faIfe, and every 
thing aflèaed, becomes pander and bawd to the 
unbridled debauchery and licentious lewdnefs of 
ufury and extortion. 
In confequence of this double game, all the ter.. 
ritorial revenues have, at one time or other, been 
covered by thofe locufis, the Englifh foucars. Not 
one fingle foot of the CarnJ.tick has efcaped them; 
OJ. territory as large as England. During thefe 
()perations \\'hat a fcene has that country prefent.. 
ed!1!: The ufurious European afIìgnee fuperfedes 
the nabob's native fanner of the revenue; the 
tànner flies to the nabob's prcfence to claim his 


-1(0 .For fom
 part of thefe ufurious tranfaétions, fee Coufulta.. 
tion 28th January J i8 J ; and for the nabob's exclifing his op- 
prdfions on account of tht:fe Jebts, Coufultation 26th Novem.. 
her I ;70. 
'Still] undertook, firft, the payment of the money 
., brlong:l1g to tbe compa:JY, who are my kind friends, and by 
" borrowll1g, and morlJ!agillg 111'1/ jcwtls, &c. by talring from ner!/ 
., OT/I: (:{ m) j
rt'ar.!s, in proportion to their circumfiances, by fn.:.Ih 
" JÚerltl{'s a1fo on my country, notr.Jithßandillg its djlrlJ!i:d ßate, 
"as you know."-l'he Board's remark is as follows; after 
controverting fome of the fi.léh, thf'Y fay, " That his countries 
" ;.ue oppreffed is moft certain, but not from real neceffity; his 
" dt/;ts Ù,dcl,J hare a..tfurded him a c.Jnjl3nt prdcllCC for u1ing fevcri- 
" ties and cruel oi)preffi.,Ju<;." 
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bargain; whilfi his fervants murmur for wage
t 
and his foldiers mutiny for pay. The mortgage 
to the European affignee is then refumed, and the 
native farmer replaced; replaced, again to be re... 
moved on the new clamour of the }
\lropean af. 
fignee.* Every man of rank and landed fortun
 
being long fince extinguifhed, the remaining mi- 
ferable Iafi: cultivator, who grows to the foil, after 
having his back fcored by the farmer, has it again 
flayed by the whip of the affignee, and is thus by 
a ravenous, becaufe a {hort-lived fucceffion of 
claimants, laíhed from oppreffor to oppreffor, 
whiHl a fingle drop of blood is left as the meanß 
of extorting a fingle grain of corn. Do not think 
I paint. Far, very far from it; I do not reach 
t}le faa, nor approach to it. Men of refpeåable 
condition, n1en equal to your fubfiantial EngliIh 
yeomen, are daily tied up and fcourged to anf\ver 
the multiplied demands of various contending and 
contradiaory titles, all iffuing from one and the 
fame fource. Tyrannous exaåion brings on fer.. 
vile concealment; and that again calls forth ty- 
rannous coercion. They move in a circle, mutu- 
ally producing and produced; till at length no- 
thing of humanity is left in the governlllent, no 


· See Confu1tation 28th January I ïS I, where it is a{ferted, 
and not denied, that the nabob '5 farmers of revenue feldum 
continue for three months together. .From this the ftate of the 
country may be caiìly judged of. 


trace 
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trace of integrity, fpirit, or manlinefs in the people, 
\\'ho drag out a precarious and degraded exifience 
under this fyfiem of outrage upon hUlllan nature. 
Such is the effecr of the efiabliíhment of a debt to 
the company, as it has hitherto been managed, 
and as it ever will remain, until ideas are adopted 
tot all y differen t from thofe \vhich prevail at this 
time. 
Your worthy minifiers, fupporting what they 
are obliged to condemn, have thought fit to re. 
new the con1pany's old order againfi contracring 
private debts in future. They begin by re,varding 
the vi01ation of the ancient la\\,; and then they 
gra,.ely re-enacr provifions, of ,vhich they have 
given bounties for the breach. This inconfifiency 
has been weU expofed. * But ,vhat ,dll you fay to 
their having 
one the length of giving pofitive 
ùireéHons for con traél:ing the debt which they po- 
fitiyely forbid? 
I will explain nlyfelf. They order the nabob, 
out of the revenues of the Carnatick, to allot 
four hundred and eighty thoufand pounds a year, 
as a fund for the debts before us. For the punc- 
tual payment of this annuity, they order him to 
give j
ll{ar fecurity.t When a flucar, that is a 
1l1oncy dealer, becomes fecurity for any native 
prince, the courfe is, for the native prince to coun.. 
· In Mr. Fox's fpecch. 
t The amended Leltcr, Appendix, NO.9. 
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terfecure the money dealer, by making over to 
him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal 
to the fum annually to be paid, \vith an interefi 
of at leafi: twenty-four per cent. The point fit for 
the houfe to know is, who are thefe foucars, to 
whom this fecurity on the revenues in favour of 
the nabob's Greditors is to be given? The majo. 
rity of the houfe, unaccufiomed to thefe tranfac- 
tions, will hear \vith afioniíhment that thefe fou. 
cars are no other than the creditors themfelves. 
The nlÎnifier, not content with authorizing thefe 
tranfaéHons in a manner and to an extent unhoped 
for by the rapacious expeaations of ufury itfelf, 
loads the broken back of the Indian revenues, in 
favour of his worthy friends the foucars, \vith an 
additional twenty-four per cent. for being fecurity 
to themfelves for their o\vn daims; for conde. 
{cending to take the country in mortgage, to pay 
to themfelves the fruits of their OVin extortions. 
The interefi: to be paid for this fecurity, accord- 
ing to the mofi moderate fi:rain of foucar demand, 
comes to one hundred and eighteen thoufand 
pounds a year, which added to the 480,000/. on 
which it is to accrue, will make the \vhole charge 
on account of there debts on the Carnatick reve.. 

uei amount to 598,000/. a ycar, as much as even 
a long peace will enable thofe revcnues to produce\ 
Can anyone refleB: for a moment on aU thofe \ 
claims of debt, which the minifter exhaufts him- 
{clf 
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felf in contrivances to augment with ne\v ufuries, 
\vithout lifting up his hands and eyes in aftoniIh. 
ment of the impudence, both of the claÏ111 and of 
the adjudication? Services of fOine kind or other 
thefe fervants of the company mull: have done, fo 
great and eminent, that the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer cannot think that all they have brought 
home is half enough. He halloos after them, 
4;' Gentlemen, you have forgot a large packet be- 
"hind you, in your hurry; you have not fuffi. 
" ciently recovered yourfelves; you ought to have., 
" and you fhall have, interell: upon interefi, upon 
" a prohibited debt that is made up of intereft 
" upon interefi. Even this is too little. I have 
" thought of another charaéter for you, by ,vhich 
" you may add fomething to your gains; you {hall 
" be fecurity to yourfelves; and hence \vill arife a 
" new ufury, which fhall efface. the memory of all 
" the ufuries fuggefted to you by your own dull 
" inventions." 
I have done with the arrangement re1atÏve to the 
Carnatick. After this it is to little purpofe to ob.. 
ferve on what the ll1iniH:ers have done to Tanjore. 
Your minifiers have not obfcrved even form and 
ceremony in their outrageous and infulting rob- 
bery of that country, ,vhofe only crime has been, 
its early and confian t adherence to the power of 
this, and the fuffering of an unifonn pillage in con- 
fcqucnce of it. The debt of the company from 
VOl,. IV. 1J the 
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the rajah of Tanjore, is juft of the fame fluff with 
that of the nabob of Arcot. 
The fubfidy from Tanjore, on the arrear of 
\vhich this pretended debt (if any there be) has 
accrued to the company, is not, like that paid by 
the nabob of Arcot, a compenfation for vaft coun- 
tries obtained, augmented, and preferved for him; 
not the price of pillaged treafuries, ranfacked 
boufes, and plundered territories.- It is a large 
grant, from a fmall kingdom not obtained by our 
arms; robbed, not proteB:ed by our po\ver; a 
grant for which no equivalent was ever given, or 
pretended to be given. The right honourable gen- 
tleman, however, bears ,\Titnefs in his reports to 
the punCtuality of the paYlllents of this grant of 
bounty, or, if you pleafe, of fear. It amounts to 
()nc hundred and fixty thoufand pounds ficrling 
net annual fubfidy. He bears witnc[s to a further 
grant of a town and port, \vith an annexed dif. 
tria of thirty thoufand pound a year, furrendered 
to the company fince the firfi donation. He has 
not borne wÎtnefs, but the faa is, (lie ,\\rill not 
deny it) that in the midft of war, and during the 
ruin and defolation of a confiderable part of his 
territories, this prince D1ade Inany very large pay- 
ments. Notwithfianding thefe merits and fervices) 
the firfi regulation of minifiry is to force from him 
a. territory of an extent \vhich they have not yet 
thought proper to afcertain," for a lnilitary peace 
'" Appendix, No.8. 
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efl:abIHhment, the particulars of ,vhich tbey have 
not yet been pleafed to fettle. 
The next part of their arrangeillent is \\rith re- 
gard to war. As confdTedly this prince had no 
fhare in {tirring up any of the former ,val'S, fo all 
future \vars are completely out of his power; for 
he has no troops ,vhatever, and is under a fiipula- 
tion not fo much as to correfpond with any foreign 
fiate, except through the company. Yet, in cafe 
the company's fervants fhould be again involved 
in \\'ar, or fhould think proper again to provoke 
any enemy, as in times paft they have wantonly 
provoked all India, he is to be fubjeéted to a ne\v 
penalty. To what penalty?- '\Thy, to no lefs than 
the confifcation of all his revenues. But this is 
to end with the war, and they are to be faithfully 
retul'ned?-Oh! no; J10thing like it. The coun- 
try is to remain under confifcation until all the 
debt which the company fhall think fit to incur in 
fuch war fhall be difcharged; that is to fay, for 
ever. His fo]e comfort is to find his old enemy, 
the nabob of Arcot, placed in the vcry fame con- 
dition. 
The revenues of that miferable country \vere, 
before the invafion of Hyder, reduced to a grofs 
annual receipt of three hundred and fixty thou- 
fund pound. * Fron1 this receipt the fubfidy I have 


.. Mr. Petrie's evidence before the feleél committee, AI)P. NO.7. 
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juil fiated is taken. This again, by payments in 
advance, by extorting depofits of additional fums 
to a vail amount for the benefit of their foucars, 
and by an endlefs variety of other extortions, pub. 
IÍck and private, is loaded with a debt, the ainount 
of which I never could afcertain, but \vhich is 
large undoubtedly, generating an u[ury the moil' 
completely ruinous that probably was ever heard 
of; that is,forty.eight per cellt. pa)'ablc monthly, with 
tom pound interefl. * 
Such is the fiate to which the company's fer. 
vants have reduced that country. Now COllle the 
ref0f111erS, reilorcrs, and cOlllfortcrs of India. 
\Vhat have they done? In addition to all thef
 
tyrannous cxaétions 'with all the[c ruinous dcbt
 
in their train, looking to onc fide of an a
reement 
".hilfi they wilfully fhut their eyes to thc other, 
they ,vithdra\v from Tanjorc all the benefits of 
the treaty of 176'1" and they fubjec1 thJt nation 
to a perpetu:tl tributc of forty thoufand a year to 
the nabob of .Areal; a tribute neycr due, or pre. 
tended to be due to him, even \vhen he appearcd 
to be fomething; a tribute, as things no,v"fiand, 
not to a real potentate, but to a fhado,,', a dream, 
an incubus of opprefiìon. After the company has 
accepted in fubfidy, in grant of territory, in re. 
Jniffion of rent, as a. compenfation for their own 
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proteétion, at leafi hvo hundred thoufand pound 
a year, ,vithout difcounting a 111iHing for that re- 
ceipt, the rrtÏnifiers condemn this haraffed nation 
. to be tributary to a perfon who is himfelf, by their 
own arrangement, deprived of the right of war 
or peace; deprived of the po\ver of the fword; 
forbid to keep up a fingle regiment of foldiers; 
and is therefore wholly difabled from all protec- 
tion of the country which is the objeéì: of the pre- 
tended tribute. Tribute hangs on the fword. It 
is an incident infeparable from real fovereign 
power. In the prefent cafe to fuppofe its exifience, 
is as abfurd as it is cruel and oppreffive. And here, 
'Ir. Speaker, you have a dear exemplification of 
the ufc of thofc falfe n:UllCS, and falfe colours, 
\vhich the v,cntlemen who have lately taken pof- 
femon of India choofc to by on for the PUI pofe 
of difguifing their plan of oppreffion. The nabob 
of Areot, and rajah of Tanjore, have, in truth 
and fubfiance, no 1110re than a merely civil autho- 
rity, held in the Inofi entire dependence on the 
company. The nabob, ,vithout military, \vithout 
federal capacity, is extinguiíhed as a potentate; 
but then he is carefully kept alive as an indepen- 
dcnt and fovereign power, for the purpofe of ra- 
pinc and extortion; fúr the purpo[
 úf pcrpetu:.lt- 
ing the old intrigues, anilnofities, u[uries, and 
corruptions. 
It \vas not enough that this mockery of tribute 
U 3 ,va
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was to be continued without the correfpondent 
proteétion, or any of the fiipulated equivalent
 
bu t ten years of arrear, to the amount of 400,0001. 
fierling, is added to all the debts to the company, 
and to individuals, in order to create a new debt, 
to be paid (if at all poffible to be paid in whole 
or in part) only by ne,v ufuries; and all this fOf 
the nabob of Arcot, or rather for Mr. Benfield, 
and the corps of the nabob's creditors and their 
foucars. Thus thefe miferable Indian princes are 
continued in their feats, for no other purpofe than 
to render them in the firfi infiance objeéts of every 
fpecies of extortion; and in the fecond, to force 
them to become, for the fake of a momentary 
fhadow of reduced authority, a fort of fubordi- 
- 
nate tyrants, the ruin and calamity, not the fa- 
thers and cherifhers of their people. 
But take this tribute only as a mere charge 
(without title, cau[e, or equivalent) on this peoplc; 
what one fiep has been taken to furniíh grounds 
for a juft calculation and efiimate of the propor- 
tion of the burthen and the ability? None; not 
an attempt at it. They do not adapt the burthen 
to the firength; but they efiimate the fircngth of 
the bearers by the burthen they impofe. Then 
what care is taken to leave a fund fufficient to the 
future reproduétion of the revenues that are to 
bear all thefe loads? Eyery one, but tolerably 
convcrfant in Indian affairs, mull know that the 
exifienc
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ex.ifience of this little kingdom depends on its 
control over the river Cavery. The benefits of 
heaven to any cOlnmunity, ought never to be con- 
necred with political arrangements, or made to 
depend on the perfonal conduB: of princes; in 
which the mifiakc, or errour, or negleét, or dif. 
trefs, or paffion of a mOlnent on either fide, may 
bring famine on minions, and ruin an innocent 
J.1ation perhaps for ages. The Ineans of the fub- 
fifience of mankind fhould be as immutable as the 
laws of nature, let power and dominion take what 
courfe they may.-Ob[erve what has been done 
with regard to this important concern. The ufe 
of this river is indeed at length given to the rajah, 
and a po,ver provided for its enjoyment at his own 
charge; but the means of furnifhing that charge 
(and a mighty one it is) .Ire whoUy cut off. This 
ufe of the water, which ought to have no more 
connexion than clouds and rains, and funfhine, 
\vith the politicks of the rajah, thc nabob, or the 
company, is exprefsly contrived as a means of en- 
forcing demands and arrears of tribute. This hor- 
rid and unnatural infirumcnt of extortion had 
been a difiinguiíhing feature in the enormities of 
the Carnatick politicks that loudly called for refor- 
mation. But the food of a ,vhole people is by the 
refonners of India conditioned on paYlncnts from 
its prince, at a mOlnent that he is ovcrpo,vered 
with a fwarm of thcir delnands, 'without regard 
U4 to 
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to the ability of either prince or people. In fine, 
by opening an avenue to the irruption of the na- 
bob of Arcot's creditors and foucars, whom every 
man \vho did not fall in love with oppreffion and 
corruption on an experience of the calamities they 
producèd, \vould have raifed wall before wall, 
and mound before mound, to keep from a poflibi.. 
lity of entrance, a more defiruétive enemy than 
Hyder Ali is introduced into that kingdom. By 
this part of their arrangement in ,vhi.ch theyeila.. 
bliíh a debt to the nabob of Arcot, in effeét and 
fubfiance, they deliver over Tanjore, bound hand 
and foot, to Paul Benfield, the old betrayer, in- 
fulter, oppre{for, and fcourge of a country, \vhich 
has for years been an objecr of an unrelnitted, but 
unhappily an unequal firuggle, between the boun.. 
ties of Providence to renovate, and the \vicked- 
nefs of mankind to deftroy. 
The right honourable gentleman* talks of his 
fairnefs in determining the territorial difpute be- 
tween the nabob of Arcot and the prince of that 
country, when he fuperfedcd the determination of 
the direétors, in \vhom the law had veiled the de.. 
cifion of that controverfy. I-Ie is in this jufi as 
feeble as he is in every other part. But it is not 
neceITary to fay a word in refutation of any part 
of his argument. The mode of the proceeding 
fuffidently fpeaks the fpirit of it. It is enough to 
"\f: :Mr. Dundas. 


.fix 
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fix his charaB:er as a judge that he never heard the 
direEiors in defence of their adjudication, nor either of 
the parties in jupport of their reJpeElive claims. It is 
fufficient for me, that he takes from the rajah of 
Tanjore by this pretended adjudication, or rather 
from his unhappy fubjeB:s, 40,0001. a year of his 
and their revenue, and leaves upon his and their 
:lhoulders all the charges that can be made on the 
part of the nabob, on the part of his creditors, and 
on the part of the company, without fo much as 
hearing him ai to right or to ability. But what 
principally induces me to leave the affair of the ter. 
ritorial difpute bet\veen the nabob and the rajah 
to another day, is this, that both the parties being 
firipped of their all, it little fignifies upder which 
of their names the unhappy undone people are de- 
livered over to the mercilefs foucars, the allies of 
that right honourable gentleman, and the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. In them ends the ac- 
count of this long difpute of the nabob of Arcot f 
and the rajah of Tanjore. 
The right honourable gentleman is of opinion, 
that his judgment in this cafe can be cenfured by 
none, but thote \vho fcern to aB: as if they were 
paid agents to one of the parties. What does he 
think of his court of direét:ors? If they are paid 
by either of the parties, by which of theln does he 
think they are paid? I-Ie knows that their deci- 
.lion has been direaly contr Jry to his. Shall I be- 
lieve 
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1ieve that it does not enter into his heart to con- 
ceive, that any perf on can fieadily and aB:ively 
intereft himfelf in the proteétion of the injured 
and oppreífed, without being \vell paid for his fer- 
vice? I have taken notice of this fort of difcourfe 
fome days ago, fo far as it may be fuppofed to 
relate to .me. I then contented myfelf, as I fhall 
now do, with giving it a cold, though a very di- 
rea contradiB:ion. Thus much I do from refpeéi:: 
to truth. If I did more, it might be fuppofed, by 
my anxiety to clear n1yfelf, that I had imbibed 
the ideas, \vhich, for obvious reafons, the right 
honourable gentleman willies to have received 
concerning aU attempts to plead the caufe of the 
natives of India, as if it were a difreputable em- 
ployment. If he had not forgot in his prefent oc.. 
cupation, every principle \vhich ought to have 
guided him, and I hope did guide him, in his 
late profeffion, he would have known, that he 
who takes a fee for pleading the caufe of difirefs 
againfi power, and Inanfully pcrforn1s the duty 
he has aífumed, receives an honourable recom- 
pence for a virtuous fervicc. But if the right ho- 
nourable gentlemen will have no regard to faét in 
l1Ïs infinuations, or to rcafon in his opinions, I 
\\rilli hÏ1n at leafi to con fider, that if taking an 
earnefl: part with regard to the oppreffions exer- 
dfed in India, and \vith regard to this moil: op- 
preffive cafe of Tanjorc in particular, can ground a 
pre- 
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prefumption of interefied motives, he is himfelf 
the mofi mercenary man I know. His conduét 
indeed is fuch that he is on all occafions the fiand. 
ing tefiimony againfi himfelf. He it was that 
firft called to that cafe the attention of the houfe: 
the reports of his own committee are ample and 
affeéting upon that fubjed; '* and as many of us as 
have efcaped his maffacre, mufi rein ember the very I 
pathetick piéture he made of the fufferings of the 
Tanjore country, on the day when he moved the 
unwieldy code of his Indian refolutÍons. Has he 
not ftated over and over again in his reports, the 
ill treatment of the rajah of Tanjore, (a branch of 
the royal houfe of the Marattas, every injury to 
whom the Marattas felt as offered to themfelves) 
as a main caufe of the alienation of that people 
from the Britiíh power? And does he now think, 
that to betray his principles, to contradiét his de- 
clarations, and to become himfe1f an aétive infiru- 
ment in thofe oppreffions which he had fo tragi- 
cally lamented, is the \vay to clear himfelf of hav- 
ing been aâ:uated by a pecuniary interefi, at the 
time when he chore to appear full of tendernefs to 
that ruined nation? 
l'he right honourable gentleman is fond of pa- 
fading on the motives of others, and on his own. 


· See Report Iv. Committee of Secrecy, p. 73, and 74; and 
A Pl'endix in fundry places. 


.As 
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to himfelf, he defpifes the imputations of thofe As 
who fuppofe that any thing corrupt could influ.. 
ence him in this his unexampled liberality of the 
publick treafure. I do not know that I am obliged 
to fpeak to the motives of minifiry, in the ar- 
rangements they have made of the pretended debts 
:of Arcot and Tanjore. If I prove fraud and col- 
lufion \vith regard to publick money on thofe right 
honourable gentlemen, I am not obliged to aflign 
-their l11otives; becaufe no good motives can be 
pleaded in favour of their conduB:. Upon that 
-cafe I fiand; 've are at iffue; and I defire to go to 
trial. This, I am fure, Ís not loofe rai1ing, or 
Jnean infinuation, according to their lo\v and de- 
generate fafhion, when they 111<lke attacks on the 
meafures of their 
dvcrfaries. It is a regular and 
juridical (ourfe; apd, unlefs I choofe it, nothing 
can compellne to go further. 
But fince thefe unhappy gentlemen have dared 
to hold a lofty tone about their Illotives, and af- 
feå to dcfpife fufpicion, inftead of being careful 
not to give caufe for it, I fhall beg leave to lay be.. 
fore you fOlne general obfervations on \\That, I con- 
ceive, \vas their duty in fo delicate a bufinefs. 
.. If I ,vere \\rorthy to fuggefi: any line of pru- 
dence to that right honourable gentlcillan, I \vould 
tell him, that thc 'way to avoid fufpicion in the 
fettlement of pecuniary tranfaêtions, in which 
great frauds have been very firongly prefumed, 
IS, 
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is, to attend to thefe fcw plain principles :-Firfi, 
to hear all parties equally, and not the managers 
for the fufpeéted claimants only.-Not to proceed 
in the dark; but to aB: with as much publicity as 
polliblc.-Not to precipitate decifion-To be reli- 
gious in following the rules prefcribed in the com- 
million under ,vhich we aét. And, lailly, and 
above all, not to be fond of firaining confiruc- 
tions, to force a jurifdiétion, and to draw to our.. 
felves the management of a trufi: in its nature in- 
vidious and obnoxious to fufpicion, ,vhere the 
plainefi letter of the la,v does not compel it. If 
thefe few plain rules are obferved, no corruption 
ought to be fufpeéted; if any of thcm are vio- 
lated, fufpicion ,vill attach in proportion. If all 
of them are violated, a corrupt motive of forne 
kind or other will not only be fufpeéted, but n1uH: 
be violently prefumed. 
The perfons in whofe favour all thefe rules have 
been violated, and the conduét of Ininifiers to- 
\vards them, wiII naturally call for your confidera- 
tion, and wiII ferve to lead you through a ferics 
and combination of facrs and charaéters, if I do 
not mifiake, into the very inrnofi: rcceífcs of thi
 
myfierious bufinefs. You ,viII then be in po{fef- 
fion of all the materials on ,vhich the principles of 
found jurifprudence will found, or \vill rejeå the 
prefumption of corrupt lTIotives; or if fuch mo- 
tives are indicated, will point out to you of what 
particular nature the corruption is. 


Our 
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Our wonderful minifier, as you all kno\v, form. 
ed a new plan, a plan infigne recens indillu11l ore alio, 
a plan for fupporting the freedom of our confiitu- 
tion by court intrigues, and for removing its cor. 
ruptions by Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bold paradoxical defign into execution, fufficient 
funds and apt infiruments becal11e neceffary . You 
are perfeétly fenfible that a parliamentary reform 
occupies his thoughts day and night, as an effen- 
tial member in this extraordinary projeét. In his 
anxious refearches upon this fubjeét, natural in- 
fiina, as well as found policy, would direcr his 
eyes, and fettle his choice on Paul Benfield. Paul 
Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer, the 
reformer to ,vhom the ,"vhole choir of reformer$ 
bow, and to ,vhon1 even the right honourable 
gcntlen1an him[elf l11Ufi yield the palm: For what 
region in the empire, what city, what borough, 
'what county, ,vhat tribunal, in this kingdom, is 
not full of his labours? Others have been only 
fpeculators; he is the grand praétical reformer; 
and whilft the chancellor of the exchequer pledges 
in vain the man and the minifier, to increafe the 
provincial member5, Mr. Benfield has aufpicioufly 
and praétically begun it. Leaving far behind him 
even lord Camelford's generous defign of bellow- 
ing Old Sarum on the bank of England, Mr. Ben- 
field has thrown in the borough of Cricklade to 
reinforce the county reprefentation. Not content 
\vith this, in order to fiation a fieady phalanx for 
all 
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all future reforms, this publick-fpirited ufurer, 

lmidfi his charitable toils for the relief of India, 
did not forget the poor rotten conilitution of his 
native country. For her, he did not difdain to 
fioop to the trade .of a \vholefale upholfierer for 
this houfe, to furniíh it, not \vith the faded tape- 
firy figures of antiquated merit, fuch as decorate, 
and may reproach fome other houfes, but \vith 
real, folid, living patterns of true modern virtue. 
Paul Benfield made (reckoning himfelf) no fe\ver 
than eight members in the Iail parliament. What 
copious fireams of pure blood mufi he not have 
transfufed into the veins of the prefent! 
But what is even more firiking than the real 
fervices of this new-imported patriot, is .his mo- 
defiy. As foon as he had conferred this benefit 
on the confiitution, he withdrew himfelf from 
our appIaufe. He conceived that the duties of a 
member of parliament (which \vith the cleét faith- 
ful, the true believers, the Ijlanz of parlialuentar}" 
reform, are of little or no merit, perhaps not 
much better than fpecious fins) might be as 'well 
attended to in India as in England, and the means 
of reformation to parliament itfelf, be far better 
provided. Mr. Benfield \vas thcrefore no fooner 
eleéted, than he fet off for Madras, and dcfrauded 
the longing eyës of parliament. Vve have never 
enjoyed in this houfc the luxury of beholding that 
minion of the human race, and contcmplating 
that 
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that vifage, which has fo long reHecred the hap- 
pinefs of nations:. 
It \vas therefore not poffible for the minifier to 
confult perfonally \vith this great man. What 
then 'was he to do? Through a fa
acity that never 
failed him in thefè purfuits, he found out in Mr. 
Benfield's reprcfentative, his exaét refemblance. 
A fpecifick attraétion by which he gravitates to.. 
wards all fuch charaéters, foon brought our minif- 
ter into a clofc conneétion \vith Mr. Benfield's 
agent and attorney; that is, with the grand con.. 
tractor (wholn I nanle to honour) l\1:r. Richard 
Atkin{on; a name that will be ,yen renlembered 
as long as the records of this houfe, as long as the 
records of tbe Britiíh treafury, as long as the mo.. 
numental debt of England fuall endure. 
This gentleman, Sir, aB:s as attorney for Mr. 
Paul Benfield. Everyone \vho hears me, is well 
acquainted with the L1.cred friendfhip, and the 
fieady lllutual attachment that fubfifis betweeQ 
him and the prefent minifier. As many mem- 
bers as chofe to attend in the firfi feffion of this 
parliament, can beft tell their own feelings at the 
fcenes which were then acred. How much that 
honourable gentleman was confulted in the origi- 
nal frame and fabrick of the bill, comillonly called 
Mr. Pitt's India bill, is matter only of conjecture; 
though by no means difficult to divine. But the 
publick was an indignant wÏtnefs of the ofienta- 
tion 
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rion with which the meafure was made his own, 
and the authority with which he brought up 
daufe after claufe, to :fluff and fatten the ranknefs 
of that corrupt aét. As faft as the daufes were 
brought up to the table they were accepted. No 
hcfitation; no difcuffion. They were received by 
the new n1inifier, not 'with approbation, but with 
implicit fubmiffion. The reformation may be ef- 
timated by feeing who 'was the refonner. Paul 
Benfield's affociate and agent \vas held up to the 
world as legißator of Indofian. But it was necef- 
fary to authenticate the coalition between the men 
of intrigue in India, and the miniller of intrigue 
in Eng1and, by a fiudied difplay of the power of 
this their conneéting link. Every trull, every 
honour, every difiinétion, \vas to be heaped upon 
hirn. He \\raS at once made a direétor of the India 
company; n1ade an alderman of London; and to 
be made, if minillry could prevail (and I am forry 
to fay how near,- ho\v very near they were pre- 
vailing), reprefentative of the capital of this king- 
dom. Bu t to fecure his fervices againfi all riík., 
he \vas brought in for a minillerial borough. On 
his part, he ,vas not wanting in zeal for the com- 
mon caufe. His advertifements {hew his motives, 
and the mcrits upon which he ftood. For your 
Ininiller, this worn-out veteran fubmitted to enter 
into the dully field of the London conteft; and 
you all remember, that in the ['lme virtuous caufe 
VOL. IV. X he 
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he fubluitted to keep a fort of publick office or 
counting-houfe, where the whole bufinefs of the 
taft general eleétion was n1anaged. It was openly 
managed by the direét agent and attorney of Ben- 
field. It was managed upon India principles, 
and for an Indian interefi. This was the golden 
cup of abominations; this the chJ.lice of the for- 
nications of rapine, ufury, and oppreffion, ,vhich 
was held out by the gorgeous eafiern harlot; which 
fo many of the people, fo many of the nobles of 
this land had drained to the very dregs. Do 
you think that no reckoning was to follow this 
lewd debauch? that no payment was to be de- 
Inanded for this riot of publick drunkennefs and 
national proftitution? Here! you have it here be- 
fore you. The principal of the grand eleétion 
manager muft be indemnified; accordingly the 
claims of Benfield and his crew muft be put above 
all inquiry. 
For feveral years, Benfield appeared as the chief 
proprietor, as well as the chief agent, direétor, 
and controller, of this fyftem of debt. The worthy. 
chairman of the company has ftated the claims of 
this fingle gentleillan on the nabob of Arcot, as 
an10unting to five hundred thoufand pound."" 
Poffibly at the time of the chairman's ftate they 
might have been as high. Eight hundred thou- 
rand pound had been mentioned fome time be- 
.. Mr. Smith's proteCt. 


fore; 
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fore; * and according to the praétice of íhifting the 
names of creditors in thefe tranfaéHons, and re- 
ducing or raifing the debt itfdf at pleafure, I 
think it not impoffible, that at one period, the 
name of Benfield might have flood before thofe 
frightful figures. But my beft information goes 
to fix his íhare no higher than four hundred 
thoufand pounds. By the fcherne of the prefent 
minifiry for adding to the principal twelve per 
cent. from the year 1777 to the year 1781, 
four þundred thoufand pounds, that fmalleft of 
the fums ever mentioned for Mr. Benfield, will 
form a capital of 592,0001. at fiX per cent. Thus, 
befides the arrears of three years, amounting to 
106,500/. (which, as faft as received, may be le- 
gally lent out at twelve per cent.) Benfield has 
received by the miniil:erial grant before you, an 
annuity of 35,5201. a year, charged on the publick 
reven ues. 
Our mirror of minifiers of finance, did not 
think this enough for the fervices of fuch a friend 
as Benfield. He found that lord Macartney, in 
order to frighten the court of dire8:ors from the 
projeéi: of obliging the nabob to give foucar fc.. 
curity for his debt, affured them, that if they 
fhould take that fiep, Benfield t would iJlfallibly 
be the foucar; and would thereby become the 


.. Madras correfpondence on this fubjeét. 
t Appendix, No.6. 
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entire Inafier of the Carnatick. What lord Macart- 
ney thought fufficient to detcr the very agents and 
partakers with Bebfield in his iniquities, was the. 
inducelnent to thc two right honourable gentle- 
men to order this very foucar fecurity to be given, 
and to recal Benfield to the city of Madras, from 
the fort of deccnt exile, into which he had been 
relegated by lord Macartney. Y o
 mufi there- 
fore cónfider Benfield, as foucar fecurity for 
480,000/. a year, which at twenty-four per cent. 
(fuppofing hiln contented with that profit) will, 
with the interefi of his old debt, produce an a
- 
nual incpme of 149,520/. a year. 
Here is a fpecÏtllen of the new and pure ariHo- 
cracy created by the right honourable gentleman, * 
as the fupport of the crown and confiitution, 
againfi: the old, corrupt, refracrory, natural inte- 
refts of this kingdom; and this is the grand coun- 
terpoife againfi all odious coalitions of thefe intc- 
refis. A fingle Benfield outweighs them aU; a 
criminal, who long ÍÌnce ought to have fattened 
the region kites with his offal, is, by his majefiy's 
minifiers, enthroned in the govcrnment of a great 
kingdom, and enfeoffed with an efiate, which in 
the comparifon effaces the fplendour of all the no- 
bility of .Europe. To bring a litùe more difiinétly 
into view the true fecret of this dark tranfaaion, 


,. Rigbt honourable William Pitt. 


I beg 
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I beg you particularly to advert to the circum- 
fiances \vhich I am going to place before you. 
The general corps of creditors, as well as Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, not looking \vell into futurity 7 
nor prefaging the minifier of this day, thought it 
not expedient for their common interefi, that fuch 
a name as his fhould fiand at the head of their lift. 
It was therefore agreed amongft them, that Mr. 
Benfield íhould difappear by making over his debt 
to Meffrs. Taylor, lVlajendie, and Call, and fhould 
in return bc fecured by their bond. 
The debt thus exonerated uf fo great a weight 
of its odium, and otherwife reduced from its 
alarming bulk, the agents thought they might 
venture to print a lifi of the creditors. This was 
done for the firfi time in the year 1783, during 
the duke of Portland's adminifiration. In this 
Iift the name of Benfield was not to be feen. To 
this ftrong negative tefiÏ1110ny was added the 
further tefiimony of the nabob of Arcot. That 
prince =I(< (or rather l\Ilr. Benfield for him) writes 
to the court of direétors a letter t full of com- 
plaints and accufations againfi lord Macartney, 


· Appendix, 
o. 10. 
t Dared 13th Oél:ober. For further illdtration of the fiyle 
in which there letters were written, and the principles on which 
they proceed, fèe letters from the nabob to the court of direc- 
tors, dated A ugull 16th, and September 7th, 17 8 3, delivered by 
Mr. James l\liI("phcrfon, minifier to tbe nabob, January 14th, 
I j84. Appendix, 
o. 10. 
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conveyed in fuch terms as were natural for one of 
Mr. Benfield's habits and education to employ. 
Amongfi the refi he is made to complain of his 
lordfhip's endeavouring to prevent an intercourfe 
of politenefs and fentÎ1nent between him and Mr. 
Benfield; and to aggravate the affront, he ex
 
prefsly declares Mr. Benfield's vifits to be only 
on account of refpeét and of gratitude, as no pe- 
cuniary tranfaéèion fubfifi:ed between them. 
Such, for a confiderable fpace of time, was the 
outward form of the loan of 1777, in ,vhich Mr. 
Benfield had no fort of concern. At length in- 
telligence arrived at Madras, that this debt, 'which 
had always been renounced by the court of direc- 
tors, was rather like to become the fubjeB: of fome- 
thing l110re like a criminal inquiry, than of any 
patronage or fanétion from parliament. Every {hip 
brought accounts, one fironger than the other, 
of the prevalence of the determined enemies of 
the Indian fyfiem. The publick revenues became 
an objeéè defperate to the hopes of Mr. Benfield; 
he thereforc refolved to fall upon his a{fociate3, 
and, in viol,!tion of that faith which fubfifis among 
thofe u-ho have abandon,ed all other, commences 
a fuit in the mayor's court againfi Taylor, Majen- 
die, and Call, for the bond given to him, when 
he agreed to difappear for his own benefit as well as 
that of the common concern. The affignees of his 
debt, who little expeéted the fpringing of this mine, 
even 
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ven from fuch an engineer as Mr. Benfield, after 
recovering their firft alarm, thought it beft to take 
ground on the real ftate of the tranfaétion. They 
divulged the whole myfiery, and were prepared 
to plead that they had never received from Mr. 
Benfield any other confideration for the bond, 
than a transfer, in truft for himfe1f, of his demand 
on the nabob of Arcot. An univerfal indignation 
arofe againfi the perfidy of Mr. Benfield's proceed- 
ing: the event of the fuit was looked upon as fo 
certain, that Benfield was compelled to retreat as 
precipitately as he had advanced boldly; he gave 
up his bond, and was reinfiated in his original 
demand, to \vait the fortune of other claimants. 
At that tÏ1nc, and at Madras, this hope \""as dull 
indeed; but at home another fcene was preparing. 
It was long before any publick account of this 
difcovery at Madras had arrived in England, that 
the prefen t l11inifier and his board of control, 
thought fit to determine on the dcbt of 1777. 
The recorded proceedings at this time knew no- 
thing of any debt to Benfield. There was his 
o,vn tefiimony; there was the tefiimony of the 
lift; there \\"as the tefiimony of the nabob of Ar- 
cot againfi it. Yet fuch \\fas the minifiers' feeling 
of the true fecret ûf this tranfaétion, that they 
thou
ht proper, in the teeth of all thefe tefiimo. 
nies, tu give him licence to return to Madras. 
I Icre the minificrs were under fon1e embarraff.. 
X 4 mente 
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mente Confounded between their refolution of 
rewarding the good fervices of Benfield's friends 
and affociates in England, and the 1hame of fend- 
ing that notorious incendiary to the court of the 
nabob of Arcot, to renew his intrigues againft the 
Britifh government, at the time they authorize 
his return, they forbid him under the fevereft 
penalties, from any converfation with the nabob 
or his minifiers; that is, they forbid his commu.. 
nication with the very perfon on account of his 
dealings with whom they permit his return to 
that city. To overtop this contradiétion, there 
is not a word refiraining him from the freefi in. 
tercourfe with the nabob's fecond fon, the real 
author of all that is done in the nabob's name; 
who, in conjunéHon with this very Benfield, has 
acqpired an abfolute dominion over that unhappy 
man, is able to perfuade him to put his fignature 
to whatever paper they pleafe, and often without 
any communication of the contents. This ma- 
nagement was dctailed to them at full length by 
lord Macartney, and they cannot pretend igno- 
rance of it. :41: 
I believe, after this expofure of faéts, no man 
can entertain a doubt of thé collufion of minifiers 
with the corrupt interefi of the delinquents in In.. 
dia. Whenever thofe in authority pïovide for the 
intereft of any perfon, on the real but concealed 
· Appendix, No.6. 
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t1ate of his affairs, \vithout regard to his avowed, 
publick, and ofienfible pretences, it muft be pre- 
fumed that they are in confederacy with him, be- 
caufe they aé1: for him on the fame fraudulent 
principles on which he aB:s for himfelf. It is plain, 
that the minifiers were fully apprifed of Benfield's 
real fituation, which he had ufed means to con- 
ceal, whilft concealment anfwered his purpofes. 
They were, or the perfon on ,vhom they relied 
,vas, of the cabinet council of Benfield, in the very 
depth of all his myfterieso An hondì: magifirate 
compels men to abide by one fiory. An equi- 
table judge would not hear of the claim of a man 
who had himfelf thought proper to renounce it. 
With fuch a judge his fhuffiing and prev
rication 
would have daillned his claims; fuch a judge 
never would have known, but in order to animad- 
vert upon proceedings of that charaåer. 
I have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I 
think with fufficient clearnefs, the conneâion of 
the Ininifiers \vith Mr. Atkinfon at the general 
eleåion; I have laid open to you the conneétion 
of Atkinfon with Benfield; I have {hewn Benfield's 
emploYJnent of his wealth, in creating a parlia- 
mentary intercfi, to procure a minifierial protec- 
tion; I have fet before your eyes his large' con- 
cern in the debt, his praétices to hide that con- 
cern from the publick eye, and the liberal protec- 
tion \vhich he has received from the miniíter. If 
this 


'- 
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this chain of circumfiances does not lead you nece(.. 
farily to conclude that the minifier has paid to the 
avarice of Benfield the fervices done by Benfield's 
conneéHons to his ambition, I do not know any 
thing íhort of the confeffion of the party that can 
perfuade you of his guilt. Clandefiine and collu- 
five praB:ice can only be traced by combination 
and compari[on of circumfiances. To rejeét fucb 
combination and comparifon is to rejeB: the only 
means of deteaing fraud; it is indeed to give it 
a patent and free licence to cheat \vith impunity. . 
I confine myfe1f to the conneé1:ion of minifiers, 
mediately or immediately, with only hvo perfons 
concerned in this debt. How many others, who 
fupport their power and greatne[s within and with. 
out doors, are concerned originally, or by tranf- 
fers of thefe debts, mufi be left to general opi- 
nion. I refer to the reports of the CeleB: com- 
mittee for the proceedings of forne of the agents 
in there affairs, and their attempts, at leafi, to fur- 
nifh minifiers with the means of buying general 
courts, and even ,vhole parliaments, in the grofs*. 
I kno\v that the minifiers ,vill think it little Ids 
than acquittal, that they are not charged with 
having taken to them[elves fome part of the mo- 
ney of which they have made fo liberal a donation 
to their partifans, though the charge may be in- 
difputably fixed upon the corruption of their po- 
. Second Report of Selelt (General Smith's) Committee. 
liticks. 
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Iiticks. :For my part, I follow their crimes to 
that point to which legal prefumptions and natu- 
ral indications lead me, without confidering \vhat 
fpedes of evil motive tends moft to aggravate or 
to extenuate the guilt of their conducr. But if I 
am to fpeak my private fentiments, I think that 
in a thoufand cafes for one it would be far lefs mif- 
chievous to the pubIick, and full as little diího- 
nourable to themfelves to be polluted with direét 
bribery, than thus to become a ftanding auxiliary 
to the oppreffion, ufury, and peculation øf multi- 
tudes, in order to obtain a corrupt fupport to 
their po\ver. It is by bribing, not fo often by 
being bribed, that wicked politicians bring ruin 
on mankind. Avarice is a rival to the purfuits 
of many. It finds a multitude of checks, and 
many oppofers, in every walk of life. But the 
objecrs of ambition are for the fe\v; and every 
perfon \vho aims at indireé1: profit, and therefore 
wants other proteB:ion than innocence and law, 
infiead of its rival becomes its infirument. There 
is a natural allegiance and fealty due to this dOllli- 
neering paramount evil, from all the va{fal vices, 
which acknowledge its fuperiority, and readily 
militate under its banners; and it is under that 
difcipline alone that avarice is able to fpread to 
any confiderable extent, or to render itfelf a gene- 
ral publick mifchief. It is therefore no apology for 
JI1inifiers, that they have not been bought by the 
Eaft 
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Eafi India delinquents, but that they have only 
formed an alliance ,\'ith them for fcreening each 
other fron1 jufiice, according to the eÀigence of 
their feveral neceffities. That they have done fo 
is evident; and the junåion of the power of office 
in England, with the abufe of authority in the 
eafl:, has not only prevented even the appearance 
of redrefs to the grievances of India, but I willi it 
may not be found to have dulled, if not ext in- 
guifhed, the honour, the c
!ndour, the generofity 
 
the good nature, which ufed formerly to charac- 
terize the people of England. I confefs, I ,vifh that 
forne more feeling than I have yet obferved for 
the fufferings of our feIlo\v-crcatures and fellow- 
fubjeB:s in that oppreffed part of the ,vorld, had 
manifcfied itfelfin anyone quarter of the kingdom, 
or in anyone large defcription of men. 
That there oppreffions exifi, is 
 faB: no n10re 
denied, than it is rcfented ãS it ought to be. 
lVluch evil has been done in India under the Britiíh 
authority. vVhat has been done to redrefs it? 
We are no longer furprifcd at any thing. 'TV e 
are above the unlearned and vulgar paffion of ad- 
miration. But it will afioniIh pofierity, ,vhen they 
read our opinions in our aêtions, that after years 
of inquiry we have" found out that the fole grie- 
vance of India confified in this, that the fervants 
of the company there had not profited enough of 
their opportunities, nor drained it fufficiently of 
its 
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its treafures; when they {hall hear that the very 
firfl: and only important aét: of a commiffion fpe- 
dally named by aa of parliament, is to charge 
upon an undone country, in favour of a handful 
of men in the humblefi: ranks of the publick fer- 
vice, the enormous fum of perhaps four millions 
of fierling money. 
It is difficult for the mofi wife and upright go- 
vernment to correa the abufes of remote delegated 
power, produétive of unmeafured ,vealth, and pro- 
teét:ed by the boldnefs and firength of the fame 
ill-got riches. Thefe abufes, full of their own \vild 
native vigour, ,\Till gf(
W and flourifh under mere 
negleB:. But ","here the fupreme authority, not 
content with winking at the rapacity of it's infe- 
riour infiruments, is fa {hJ.111e1efs and corrupt as 
openly to give bounties and premiulns for difobe- 
dience to its laws; when it ,vill not trufi: to the 
aB:ivity of avarice in the purfuit of its o,vn gains; 
when it fecures publick robbery by all the careful 
jealoufyand attenÜon with which it ought to pro- 
tea property frol11 fuch violence; the common.. 
,vealth then is become totJ.1ly perverted from its 
purpofes; neither God nor n1an will long endure 
it; nor will it long endure itfelf. In that cafe, 
therc is an unnatural infcB:ion, a pefiilential taint 
fermenting in the confiitution of focicty, which 
fever and convulfions of fOille kind or other mufi 
throw off; or in which the vital po\vers, ,vorfied 
In 
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in an unequal ftruggle, are pufhed back npon 
themfelves, and by a reverfal of their whole func- 
tions, fefter to gangrene, to death; and inftead of 
what was but juft now the delight and boan. of 
the creation, there ,viII be caft out in the face of 
the fun, a bloated, putrid, noifome carcafs, full of 
ftench and poifon, an offence, a horrour, a leffon 
to the world. 
In my opinion, we ought not to wait for the 
fruitlefs inftruB:ion of calamity to inquire into the 
abufes which bring upon us ruin in the worfi of 
its fOrlTIS, in the Iofs of our fame and virtue. But 
the right honourable gentleman* fays, in anfwer 
to all the po\verful arguments of my honourable 
fricnd-" that this inquiry is of a delicate nature, 
" and that the ftatc will fuffer dctriment by the 
" expofure of this tranfaétion." But it is expofed; 
it is perfeéHy known in every member, in every 
particle, and in every way, except that which may 
Jcad to a remedy. He knows that the papers of 
corrcfpondence are printed, and that they are in 
every hand. 
He and delicacy are a rare and a fingular coali- 
tion. He thinks that to divulge our Indian poli- 
ticks, may be highly dangerous. He! the mover! 
the chainllan! the reporter of the committee of 
fecrecy! hc that brought forth in the utmofi de- 
tail, in feveral vaft, printed folios, the moft recon.. 
,.. Mr. Dundas. 


dite 
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dite parts of the politicks, the military, the re- 
venues of the Britifh empire in India! \Vith fix 
great chopping baftards, * each as lufiy as an in- 
fant Hercules, this delicate creature blufhes at the 
fight of his new bridegroom, affumes a virgin de.. 
licacy; or, to ufe a more fit, as well as a more 
poetick comparifon, the perron fo fqueamifh, fo 
timid, fo trembling left the winds of heaven fhould 
vifit too roughly, is expanded to broad funfhine, 
expofed like the fow of imperial augury, lying in 
the mud ,\rith all the prodigies of her fertility 
about her, as evidence of her delicate amours- 
CJ'riginta capitunz fætus enixa jacchat, alba fllo recu- 
hans albi circum ubera nati. 
\Vhilft difcovery of the mifgovernment of others 
led to his own power, it was wife to inquire; it 
,vas fafe to publifh: there was then no delicacy; 
there ,vas then no danger. But when his objeéè 
is obtained, and in his imitation he has outdone the 
crimes that he had reprobated in volulnes of re- 
þorts, and in fheets of bills of pains and penalties; 
then concealment becomes prudence; and it con. 
cerns the fafety of the ftate, that \ve íhould not 
know, in a mode of parliamentary cognizance, 
\vhat all the world knows but too \vell, that is, in 
what manner he choofes to difpofe of the publick 
revenl1es to the creatures of his politicks. 


., Sl 
 Reports of the Committee of Secrecy. 


The 
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The debate has been long, and as much fo on 
my part, at leafi, as on the part of thofe who have 
fpoken before me. But long as it is, the more ma- 
terial half of the fubjeét has hardly been touched 
on; that is, the corrupt and defiruaive fyftem to 
which this debt has been rendered fubfervient, and 
which feems to be purfucd \vith at leafi: as much 
vigour and regularity 2S ever. If I confidered 
your eafe or my o\vn, rather than the weight and 
importance of this quefiion, I ought to make fome 
apology to you, perhaps fOlne apology to myfelf, 
for having detained your attention fo long. I 
know on what ground I tread. This fubjeét, at 
one time taken up \vith fa much fervour and zea), 
is no longer a favourite in this houfe. The houfe 
itfelf has undergone a great and fignal revolution. 
To fame the fubjeét is firange and uncouth; to fe- 
veral harfu and difiafieful; to the reliques of the 
lafi: parliament it is a matter of fear and apprehen- 
fion. It is natural for thofe who have feen their 
friends fink in the tornado which raged during 
the late {bift of the monfoon, and have hardly ef- 
caped on the planks of the general \vreck, it is but 
too natural for them, as foon as they make the 
rocks and quick[1nds of their former difaficrs, to 
put about their new-built barks, and, a
 much as 
poffible, to keep aloof from this perilous lee 1hore. 
But let us do \\That \\Te pleafe to put India from 
our thoughts, \ve can do nothing to feparate it 
from 
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from our publick interefi: and our national repu- 
tation. Our attempts to banifh this illlportunatc 
duty, ,vill only make it return upon us ag<lÍn and 
again, and every time in a fhape lllore unpleaL'lnt 
than the former. A governillent has been fabri- 
cated for that great province; the right honour- 
able gentleman fays, that therefore you ought not 
to exalnine into its conduél. Heavens! ,vhat an 
argument is this! \'"T e are not to examine into the 
conduét of the direåion, becaufe it is an old go- 
vernment: we are not to examine into this board 
of control, becaufe it is a new one. Then ,ve are 
only to examine into the conduét of thofe ,vho 
have no conduB: to account for. Unfortunately 
the bafis of this ne\v government has been laid on 
old condemned delinquents, and its fuperfiruéturc 
is raifed out of profecutors turned into proteåors. 
The event has been fuch as n1ight be exp
aed. 
But if it had been otherwife confiituted; had it 
been confiituted even as I \vifhed, and as the mover 
of this quefiion had planned, the better part of the 
)?ropofed efiablifhment ,vas in the publicity of its 
proceedings; in its perpetual refponfibility to par- 
liament. Without this check, what is our govern- 
ment at home, even awed, as every EuropeJ.n go- 
vernment is, by an audience formed of the other 
nates of Europe, by the applaufe or condenlnation 
of the difcerning and critical C011lpany before 
,vhich it aéts? But if the fcene on the other fide ot 
VOL. IV. Y the 
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the globe, which tempts, invites, almoll compe1s 
to tyranny and rapine, be not infpeéled with the 
eye of a fevere and unremitting vigilance, fhame 
and dellruB:ion mull enfue. For one, the worft 
event of this day, though it may dejeB:, fhall not 
break or fubdue n1e. The caU upon us is authori.. 
tative. Let who will fhrink back, I íhall be found 
at my poll. Hamed, difcountenanced, fubdued, 
difcredited, as the caufe of jufiice and humanity is, 
it will be only the dearer to me. \Vhoever there- 
fore íhall at any time bring before you any thing 
towards the relief of our diftreffed fellow-citizens 
in India, and towards a fubverfion of the prefent 
moft corrupt and oppreilive fyfiem for its govern- 
ment, in me íhall find, a weak, I am afraid, but 3. 
fteady, earneft, and faithful affiftant. 
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CLAUSES OF MR. PITT'S DILL. 


Referred to from p. 202. 


Appointing Commiffioners to inquire into the fees, 
gratuities, perquifites, emoluments, \vhich are, 
or have been lately, received in the feveral pub. 
lick offices therein mentioned; to examine into 
any abufes \\Thich may exift in the fame, &c. 


A ND be it further enaaed, that it íhall and 
may be lawful to and for the faid commif- 
fioners, or any two of them, and they are hereby 
impowered, authorized, and required, to examine 
upon oath (which oath they, or any two of them, 
are hereby authorized to adminifier) the feveral 
perfons, of all defcriptions, belonging to any of 
the offices or departments before mentioned, and 
all other perfllls whom the faid comlniffioners, or 
any two of them, !hall think fit to examine, 
touching the bufinefs of each office or department, 
Y 2 and 
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and the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emoluments 
taken therein, and touching all other matters and 
things neceffary for the execution of the powers 
veiled in the faid commiffioners by this aå; all 
which perflns are hereby required and direåed 
punétually to attend the faid commiffioners, at 
fuch time and place as they, or any two of them,fhall 
appoint, and a!fo to obferve and execute fuch orders 
llnd direc7ions as the faid commiffioners, or any 
two of them, {hall make or give for the purpofcs 
before mentioned. 
And be it enaél:ed by the authority aforefaid, 
that the faid comilliffioners, or any t\\?O of them, 
fuaU be, and are hereby impo\\?ered to exan1ine 
into any corrupt and fraudulent praétices, or 
other n1ifcondua, cOlTImiUed by any perfon or 
perfons concerned in the Inanagement of any of 
the offices or departnlents hereinLefore Inention. 
ed: and, for the better execution of this prefent 
aa, the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, are 
hereby authorized to meet andjìt,fr011l time to time, in 
fuch place or places as they }hall find mqfl convenient, 
with or without adjournment, and to fend their pre- 
cept or precepts, under their hands and flals ,for any 
petjön or perflns whatJòe
ver, and for fuch books, pa- 
pers, writings, or records, as they fhall judge nec1!Ùry 
for their information, relating to any of the qffices (;r 
departments hereinbefore mentioned; and all bailt-lIs, 
cor!flab/e, fheriffs, and other his majefly's officers, are 
hereby 
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hereby required to obey and execute luch orders and 
precepts aforefaid, as fhall be fint to them or any of 
them by the laid commfllioners, or any two of them, 
touching the premifes. . 
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Refcrred to from p. 208. 


NABOB OF ARcOT'S DEBTS. 


]\;lR. GEORGE SMITII being afked, Whether 
the debts of the nabob of Arcot have increafed 
únce he knew l\fadras? he faid, Yes, they have. 
He difiinguiíhes his debts into two forts; thofe 
contraéted bcfore the year 1766, and thofe con- 
tracred from that year to the year in which he left 
I\ladras.-Being afked, \Vhat he thinks is the ori- 
ginal amount of the old debts? he faid, Between 
twenty-three and twenty-four lacks of pagodas, as 
well as he can recollecr.-Being afked, What was 
the amount of that debt v:hen he left IVladras? he 
faid, Betwccn four and five lacks of pagodas, as 
he underfiood.-Being afked, What \vas the 
amount of the new dcbt when he left IYladras? 
he faid, In November, 1777, that debt amounted, 
according to the nabob's own account, and pub.. 
y 3 lifhed 
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liíhed at Chipauk, his place of refidence, to fixty 
lacks of pagodas, independent of the old debt, 
on which debt of fixty lacks of pagodas, the na:' 
bob did agree to pay an intcrefi of twelve per cent. 
per annuln.-Being aík.ed, 1Vhether this debt was 
approved of by the court of direétors? he faid, 
He does not know it was.-Being aík.ed, Whether 
the old debt was recognifed by the court of direc- 
tors? he faid, Yes, it has been; and the court of 
direétors have fent out repeated orders to the pre.. 
fident and council of Madras, to enforce its reco. 
, very and payment.-Being afked, If the interefi 
upon the new debt is punétually paid? he faid, It 
was not during his refidence at Madras, from 1777 
to 1779, in which period he thinks no l110re than 
five per cent. interefi \\'as paid, in different divi. 
dends of two and one per cent.-Being afked, 
\Vhat is the ufual courfe taken by the nabob, con. 
cerning the arrears ofinterefi? he faid, Not having 
ever lent him monies himfelf, he cannot fully an. 
fwer as to the mode of fettling the intereft \vith 
him. 
Being afked, Whether he has reafon to believe 
the fixty lacks of pagodas was all principal l110ney 
really and truly advanced to the nabob of Arcot, 
or a fiétitious capital, made up of obligations given 
by hhll, \vhere no money or goods \vere received, 
or which \vas increafed by the uniting into it a 
greater intereft than the 12 per cent. expreffed to 
be 
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be due on the capital? the faid, He has no reafon 
to believe that the fum of fixty lacks of pagodas 
was lent in money or goods to the nabob, becaufe 
that fum he thinks is of more value than all the 
money, goods, and chattels in the fettlement; but 
he does not kno\v in what mode or manner this 
debt of the nabob's was incurred or accumulated. 
Being aIked, '\Vhether it was not a general and 
\vell-grounded opinion at Madras, that a great part 
of this fum was accumulated by obligations, and 
was for fervices perf0f111ed or to be perf
rmed 
for the nabob? he {aid, He has heard that a part 
of this debt was given for the purpofes mentioned 
in the above quefiion, but he does not know that 
it was fo.-Being afk.ed, vVhether it ,vas the ge- 
neral opinion of the fettlement? he faid, He can. 
not L'1Y that it ""as the gencral opinion, but it was 
the opinion of a confiderable part of the fettle.. 
ment. Being aíked, "\Vhether it \vas the declared 
opinion of thofe that were conccrncd in the debt, 
or thofe that ,vere not? he f
id, It \vas the opinion 
of both parties, at leafi fuch of them as he con- 
vt:rfed with.-Being aiked, 'Vhether he has reafon 
to believe that the intercfi: really paid by the na.. 
bob, upon obligations given, or money lcnt, did 
not frequently exceed Il per cent.?-hc faid, Prior 
to the firft of Augu!t 1774, he had had reafon to 
believe, that a higher intcre.fi: than t 2 per cent. 
,,'as paid by the nabob on monies lent to him; 
y 4 but 
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but fron1 and after that period, \vhen the taft ad 
of parliament took place in India, he does not 
know that l110re than 1 2 per cent. had been paid 
by the nabob, or received from him.-Being afk- 
ed, Whether it is not his opinion, that the nabob 
has paid n10re than 12 per cent. for money due 
fince the 1 fi of Au gull I774? he faid, He has heard 
that he has, but he does not know it.-Being 
afk.ed, Whether he has been told [0 by any confi- 
derab]e and "reighty authority, that was like to 
know? he faid, He has been fa informed by per- 
fons \vho he believes had a very good opportu- 
nity of knowing it.-Being afked, Whether he was 
ever told fo by the nabob of Arcot himfelf? he 
faid, He does not recolleét that the nabob of Arcot 
direétly told him fa, but from what he faid, he 
did infer that he paid a higher interefl: than 12 
per cent. 
. Mr. SnlÏth being afk.ed, Whether, in the courfe 
of trade, he ever fold any thing to the nabob of 
Arcot? he faid, In the year 1775 he did fell to the 
nabob of Arcot pearls to the amount of 3 2 ,5 00 
pagodas, for which the nab
b gave hin1 an order 
pr t3.nkah on the country of Tanjore, payable in 
fix months, without interefi.-Being afk.ed, \Vhe- 
ther, at the tin1e he 
fked the nabob his price for 
the pearls, the nabob beat do\vn that price, as 
dcalers cOInn10nly do? he faid, t
o; fa far from 
it, he offered hin1 l110re than he aík
d by 1,000 
pagodas, 
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pagodas, and which he rejeB:ed. Being afked, 
Whether in fettling a tranfaB:ion of difcount with 
the nabob's agent, he was not offered a greater 
difcount than 121. per cent. he faid, In difcounting 
a foucar's bill for 1,80,000 pagodas, the nabob's 
agent did offer him a difcount of 24 per cent. per 
annum, faying, that it was the ufual rate of dif- 
count paid by the nabob; but which he would 
not accept of, thinking himfelf confined by the 
acr of parliament limiting the intereft of monies 
to 12 per cent. and accordingly he difcounted the 
bill at 12 per cent. per annuln only.-Being afked, 
'Vhether he does not think thofe offers were made 
him, becaufe the nabob thought he was a perfon 
of fome confequence in the fettlement? he faid, 
Being only a private merchant, he apprehends 
that the offer was made to him more froln its 
being a general praB:ice, than from any opinion 
of his Ín1portance. 


APPENDIX, 
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Referred to from p. 228. 



\ BILL for the better government of the t
rrito.. 
rial poffefiìons and dependencies in India. 


lOne of Mr. Fox's India hills.] 


AND be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that the nabob of Arcot, the rajah of 
Tanjore, or any other native proteéted prince in 
India, {hall not afiìgn, mortgage, or pledge any 
territory or land whatfoever, or the produce or 
revenue thereof, to any Britifh fubjeét \vhatfoever; 
neither fhall it be lawful to and for any Britifh fub.. 
jeét whatfoever to take or receive any fuch afiìgn.. 
ment, mortgage, or pledge; and the fame are 
hereby declared to be null and void; and all pay- 
ments or deliveries of produce or revenue, under 
any fuch affignlllent, :lhall and may be recovered 
back by fuch native prince paying or delivering 
the fame, from the perfon of perfons receiving the 
fame, or h
s 
r their reprefentatives. 
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Referred to from p. 262 and p. 263. 


(COPY.) 


27th May, 1782. 
LETTER from the Committee of affigned Reve- 
nue, to the Prefident and Seleét Committee, 
dated 27th May, 1782; with comparative ß:ate- 
lnent, and minute thereon. 


To the Right Honourable Lord MACARTNEY, K.B. 
Prefident, and Governour, &c. SeleétCommittee 
of Fort St. George. 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
ALTHOUGH we have, in obedience to your 
commands of the 5th January, regularly laid be.. 
fore you our proceedings at large, and have oc- 
cafionally addreffed you upon fuch points as re- 
quired your l'efolutions or orders for our gui- 
dance, we ß:ill think it neceffary to colleB: and di- 
geß:, in a fummary report, thofe tranfaétions in 
the management of the affigned revenue, which 
have principally engaged our attention, and \vhich, 
upon the proceeding, are too much intermixed 
,vi th 
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with ordinary occurrences to be readily traced 
and underfiood. 
Such a report may be formed with the greater 
propriety at this time, when your lordfhip, &c. 
have been pleafed to conclude your arrangements 
for the rent of feveral of the nabob's difiriB:s. 
Our aim in it is briefly to explain the fiate of the 
Carnatick at the period of the nabob's affignment ; 
the particular caufes which exifted, to the preju. 
dice of that affignment, after it was made; and 
the meafures which your lordfuip, &c. have, upon 
our recommendation, adopted for removing thofe 
caufes, and introducing a more regular and bene- 
ficial fyfiem of managenlent in the country. 
Hyder Ally having entered the Carnatick ,vith 
his whole force, about the middle of July, 17 80 , 
and employed fire and fword in its defiruétion for 
near eighteen months before the nabob
s affign- 
ment took place, it \"ill not be difficult to con- 
ceive the fiate of the country at that period. In 
tJlofe provinces which \vere fully expofed to the 
ravages of horfe, fcarce a vefiige remained either 
of population or agriculture: fuch of the miferable 
inhabitants as efcaped the fury of the fword were 
either carried into the Myfore country, or left to 
ftruggle under the horrours of famine. The Ar- 
cot and Trichinopoly difiriél:s began early to feel 
the effeéts of 
his defolating war. Tinnevelly, 
1\Iad
ra, and Ramnadaporum, though little infeft- 
ed 
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ed with Hyder's troops, became a prey to the in- 
curfions of the Polygars, who fiript them of the 
greaten: part of the revenues; Ongole, Nellore, 
and Palnaud, the only remaining difiriéls, had fuf- 
fered but in a fmall degree. 
The misfortunes of war, however, were not the 
only evils which the Carnatick experienced. The 
nabob's aumildars, and other fervants, appear to 
have taken advantage of the general confufion to 
enrich themfelves. A very fmall part of the reve- 
nue was accounted for; and fo high were the or- 
dinary expences of every difiriét, that double the 
apparent produce of the ,vhole country '\vould not 
have fatisfied them. 
In this fiate, ,vhich ,ve believe is no ,yay exag- 
gerated, the company took charge of the aflìgned 
countries. Their profiJeét of relief from the heavy 
burthens of the war, '\
as indeed but little advanc- 
ed by the nabob's conceffion; and the revenues of 
the Carnatick feemed in danger of being irrecove- 
rably loft, unlefs a fpeedy and entire change of fyf- 
tern could be adopted 
On our minutes of the 21fi January, \\?e treated 
the fubjeét of the affignment at fOllle length, and 
pointed out the 11lifchiefs which, in addition to 
the effeéts of the war, had arifen frOl11 wh:lt \\"C 
conceived to be ,vrong and oppreffiye n1anage- 
ment.-'Ve ufed the freedom to fuggeD: an entire 
;1lteration in the mode of realizing the revenues. 
'Vt.' 
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We propofed a confiderable and immediate reduc- 
tion of expences, and a total change of the prin.. 
cipal aumildars who had been employed under the 
nabob. 
Our ideas had the good fortune to receive your 
approbation; but the ren10val of the nabob's fer- 
vants being thought ilnproper at that particular 
period of the colleéHons, we employed our atten.. 
tion chiefly in preferving what revenue ,vas left 
the country, and acquiring fuch materials as might 
lead to a more perfeél: knowlcdge of its {ortner and 
prefent fiate. 
Thefe purfuits, as we apprehended, met \vith 
grcat obfiruétions from the conduét of the na- 
bob's fervants. The orders they received were 
evaded under various pretexts; no attention was 
paid to the {hong and repeated applications n1ade 
to thein for the accounts of their management; 
and their attachment to the company's intereft 
appeared, in every infiance, fo feeble, that we faw 
no profpeét whatever of fuccefs, but in the ap- 
pointment of renters under the compal1Y's fole au- 
thority. 
Upon this principle we judged it expedient to 
recommend, that fuch of the nabob's difiriéts as 
were in a fiatc to be farmed out, might be im- 
mediately let by a publick advertifement, iffued 
in the company's name, and circulated through 
every province of the Carnatick; and 'with the 
vie\v 
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vie\v of encouraging bidders, we propofed, that 
the countries might be advertifed for the whole 
period of the nabob's aflìgnment, and the fecurity 
of the company's proteaion promifed, in the 
fulleft manner, to fuch perfons as might become 
renters. 
This plan had the defired effeB:; and the at- 
tempts which were fecretly made to counteraét it, 
afforded an unequivocal proof of its neceffity: 
but the advantages refulting from it were more 
pleafingly evinced, by the nunlber of propofaIs 
that were delivered, and by the terms which \vere 
in general offered for the dillriéès in tended to be 
farmed out. 
Having fo far attained the purpofes of the affign- 
ment, our attention ,vas next turned to the heavy 
expences entailed upon the different provinces; 
and here, we confefs, our àfionHhn1ent was raifed 
to the higheft pitch. In the TrichinopoIy coun. 
try, the fianding difburfements appeared, by the 
nabob's own accounts, to be one lack of rupees 
more than the receipts. In other difiriél:s, the 
charges ,vere not in fo high a proportion, but fiilJ 
rated on a moll extravagant fcalc; and we faw, by 
every account that ,vas brought before us, the ab. 
folute neceflity bf retrenching confidcrably in all 
the articles of expence. 
Our own reafon, aided by fuch inquiries a
 \ve 
were able to make, fuggeficd the alterations we 
113.ve 
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have recommended to your lordfhip, &c. under 
this head. You will obferve, that we have not 
aéted fparingly; but we chofe rather, in cafes of 
doubt, to incur the hazard of retrenching too 
much, than too little; becaufe it would be eafier, 
after any fiated allowance for expences, to add 
what might be neceffary, than to diminifh. We 
hope, however, there will be no material increafe 
in the articles as they now ftand. 
One confiderable charge upon the nabob's coun- 
try was for extraordinary fibbendies, fepoys, and 
horfemen, who appeared to us to be a very unne. 
ceffary incumbrance on the revenue. Your lord- 
:Chip, &c. have determined to receive fuch of thefe 
people as ,vill inlift into the company's fervice, and 
difcharge the refi. This meafure ,vill not only re- 
lieve the country of a heavy burthen, but tend 
greatly to fix in the company that kind of autho- 
rity, ,vhich is requifitc for the due colleB:ion of the 
revenues. 
In confequence of your detenllination refpecr. 
ing the nabob's fcpoys, &c. every charge under 
that head has been firuck out of our account of 
expences. If the ,vhole number of thefe people 
be enlified by the company, there ,viII probably 
be no more than fufficient to cOlllplete their ordi. 
nary military efiabliíhment. But fhould the pre. 
fent reduB:ion of the nabob's artillery render it 
expedient, after the war, to make any addition to 
the 
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the company's efiablifhment, for the purpofes of 
the aflìgned countries; the expence of fuch addi- 
tion, whatever it be, rJ.1ufi be deduél:ed from the 
prefent account of favings. 
In confidering the charges of the feveral difiriél:s, 
in order to efiablifh better regulations, ,ve \vere 
careful to difcriminate thofe incurred for troops 
kept, or fuppofed to be kept up for the defence 
of the country, from thofe of the fibbendy, fer- 
vants, &c. for the cultivation of the lands, and 
the colleétion of the revenues, as ,veIl as to pay 
attention to fuch of the eftablifhed cufioms of the 
country, ancient privileges of the inhabitants, and' 
publick charities, as ,vere neceffarilyallowed, and 
appeared proper to be continued; but ,vhich, 
under the nabob's government, were not only 
rated much higher, but had been blended under 
one confufed and almoft unintelligible title of 
Expences of the Difiriås; fo joined, perhaps, to 
afford pleas and means of fecreting and appropri- 
ating great part of the revenues to other purpofes 
than fairly appeared; and certainly betraying the 
utmoft negleB: and mifmanagement, as giving la- 
titude for every fpedes of fraud and oppreffion. 
Such a fyfiem has, in the fe,v latter years of the 
nabob's neceffities, brought all his countries into 
that fituation, from which nothing but the mofi: 
rigid æconorny, firiB: obfervance of the conduéè 
of managers, and the moft conciliating attention 
VOL. IV. Z to 
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to the rights of the inhabitants, can poffibly re- 
cover them. 
It no\v only remains for us to lay before your 
lordfhip, &c. the inclofed fiatement of the fMms at 
which the difiriéì:s lately advertifed have been let, 
compared with the accounts of their produce deli- 
vered by the nabob, and entered on our proceed- 
ings of the 
 dt January. Likewife a comparative 
view of the fanTlcr and prefent expences. 
The nabob's accounts of the produce of thefe 
difiritts fiate, as we have fomc reafon to think, the 
fums which formcr renters engaged to pay to hÏ111 
(and which were fe1dom, if e
er, made good) and 
not the fU111s aB:ually produced by the difiriB:s; yet 
\ve have the fatisfaéì:ion to obferve, that the pre- 
fent aggregate rents, upon an average, are equal 
to thofe accounts. Your lordfhip, &c. cannot in- 
deed expeB:, that, in thc n1Ïdfi: of thc danger, in- 
vafion, and difirefs, ,vhich affail the Carnatick 
on every fide, the renters now appointed will be 
able at prefent to fulfil the terms of their leafes ; 
but we trull, from the ITleafures we have taken, 
that very little, if any, of the aB:ual collections 
will be lofi, even during the war; and that on the 
return of peace and tranquillity, the renters \viH 
have it in their power fully to perform their rc- 
fpeétive agreements. 
We much regret that the fituation of the Arcot 
province will not admit of the h'tme ft:ttlement 
,,,hich 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 339 
which has been made for the other difiriéts; but 
the enemy being in poffeffion of the capital, toge- 
ther with feveral other {hong holds, and having 
entirely defolated the country, there is little room 
to hope for more from it than a bare fubfifience 
to the few garrifons we have left there. 
We fhall not fail to give our attention towards 
obtaining every information refpeéting this pro- 
vince, that the prefent times win permit; and to 
take the firfi opportunity to propofe fneh arrange- 
ments for the management as ,ve may think eli- 
gible. 


F()rl St. George, 
27 th May, 1782. 


We have the honour to be 
Your moft obedient 
Humble fervants, 
! Charles Oakley, 
Eyles Irwin, 
Hall Plumer, 
David Haliburton, 
George Moubray. 


A true copy, 
J. Hudleflon, Sec. 


Z2 


COMPA. 



.340 





 
 
::s
t
 
"gj

 

 
H 

QJ..o"" 

-5 <e: 
 
_c...... U"J 
o 0 . 
 
g. '" C'-l p... 
ç:EXiQJ 
:.a

-B 
.
 f-I >.
 

]::;
 
... ......... QJ 
""d ç:..c: E!: 

Oê-l
 
ç:
-
 

 ,_ QJ VJ 
Cl-I b -5 
 
..ç:I-oç: 
..z5 0 & 

.oU ci 
 
....QJCi) 
OS-""=' 
..C':!-ç: 

 '" þ., C':! 
o QJ
 
 

..s
tB 
Z


 
QJQJ
"" 
..cU"JQJ
 
....0..c::3 

 -5 
 .S< 

..so
 

.
 
.oc: 

 "'2.3 

..n ,... 1-1'< 

].
C!J 
""d 
 CJ..s 
ç:Z..n c 
CIIQJ<:)
 

-5..s
 
Ëc......-5
 
C) 0._ c 
t
 
 c-:: 



.D 

:r: ß] 

 QJ 8Z 

-5eQJ 
8.E ß-5 
Z..8 o e 

:..a:;;o 

::: @
 

 .. GJ "'d 

,

 
 
< b 
 'ã) 

 g 0 
 
ø o
 1-0 

Ul-o
 
:> 
tB Ê 
_-"'dO 




 
< 
 
<e: 

ç:I-oQJ 
< QJ bO..c:: 
c..f-I
ë 
::E"'g
o 
OCII

 
u 


APPENDIX, NO.4. 


\ 
.-= C)
....,")<.DC'> I':!) 
}





 I 
 
I E"': .; r.5 
"J) 
1 :6

C)>f:)C)0 1 0'> 
"'0 0'> >r.> CO! ::::> l- (!) (- 

((';,qO
C:.
l- 1 
 
",.
000C)-C) CN 
I c.. <.0 ex; '.:1 u;;. >r.> ç. 00 


... or t5' 
éiJ 
\.gg g;


 I 
 
1 
o
 <..:>
....... 0.. 
.
 COt 
<dc') 1>r.>
CNO 0 


 .....-t- \::
 
r
 
 
 I 
 
 ..,. - 00 0 00 , '''': 
....."'" "'Oo>''':IC>I
-C> 
 

 È . '
 . fl1'
 t'":.. t-;. --:.. t-;. q I t- 
- .. I <:: 00 
 'C) 
 ':!) 
 cf 
g 
 .g 
 ': 

 GC G
 
 <.D :: 
 
<
..::>::; 
 
Kz ß rfJ 
I
g
.... . j 
ooo
o"') I "" 
Ice:: 
 
 0 
 -g 0 co...... C'> ...... ;:; 
1 ....:erJC'\ '.tC':C
"')Ç
CNl- - 
-; Co .. t:D Q) ;;, .: ......)' t<5' --5' Ô d:' I C) 

 




 


G


 00 
::; ;:.t: 'I> Q) _ 1 .... C) CN >r.> ,!) 

 
 
 
 
 i 
 
 
........
 

 .D- 

 1 1
0
>r.>

t- l oo 
ð 

<.O



 
 
c':: ex;
 C"
 q ;;;. '-" 
 I 
.. 
....
O-C".(N)r.> c,:, 
C'\C>I........."')wc:..:> 
 
I û: ci...:' 
..:.
.. i 




 
o :::I 

 
 
'" :> 
QJ :u 
t;c:c:: 
c:
 
-Q) 
Z 



 
::; 

 
Q) 
:> 
c:; 
c:c:: 




 

 
 
v::.. 
p::jQ)";' 
.... - <lI 
OJ -;; 
 
Z >,-:> 
.D..J 



 
:u 
Z 


(.) <I. 
g:g 
(l).D 
t z i 
C:C::(l)g 
.....t: 0 
Q) .... U 
Z b'< 


.;:: c; .ñ 
- :::I 
 
Õ ,... c.; 
.,;:: ë 
 
u '" 
 
Efl)>: 
Q)'::: 
 
c:c::.... 


. --d'...... C 

 
 
 
 '" 

 --;:ê

v 

 = c1 Ø-. 
 
>: :=
C!;IDÉ 

 
 
 -5 
.;:; 
tß


 


.,I.-IDÐ 
ili!li 


J ,j, I 
1 ,",'It'r-tr
r-
 
 
15 <D oc -= 
 c c .e; 
I J!'


;:;-


 I 
 
-0C)

 
 
 
Ii eN C'!
,..; , <5 
u:: 
or> , 
"':::;:::;
_r.">f'J .... 
vo';:::'ot-.J"I
 t- 
?DC'> C <::1_ C 

 C) I c.') 

 ro,


cDc1 ci 
c:...O>>f'J
.I)
O .... 
;:;
 
 J I ,;j 

 .... 
u:: 


I I I I I I 
I I I I 


ð 

I 
:> 
Qf 

IJ-3I
 
c:: Q.:::; 

Q)-gs

 
Eõ 
:.t:::; c:: 
== ;r 5 .
 -g 
 
ZÕ
b

 


-;; 
õ 

 


... II) '" i!) 

 .;.-5 c:-5 

 
IJ 13 2 .S 
] ] 
 

 

 
 v 
] 

c
B 

 
c..s QJ 
 '- ("j-- 

 
.
 
 
 Z ë 
Q) c:: 



;; -5
 

] <lI::! >, C':S 
.g
É5 
E 

(,
 
 
 .
 t D 
";
:r
,... :::_ 
,... Qj oc;;i) - ... 
o.c
:> o
 
;;E

 
-B 
Z g r: 
 "'O

 




 
;:j
 
æ N
 
 

 

.::: 5 
 
:= 
;

bo.
Q 
ãS;
=

-; 


..c

>.:; 
.....
1;...
>

 
"'..r:::::IZl.
Qj< 
"' E ::
 
 
 
 
 
 
é 
 - .-.- 0 

.g 
.:; 
 
 
 


o

;:.a 
r5
 
D
 
 g.
 
!3
.
 
 
.s 
-S 
rl
æü

'O 

 t-- 
 '5 ] 
 
 

 .-5


 I 
ili
1.
 
 




.::

 







 
......:::I...s:: - 

..rJ_:1 - "'
 

 g.S @ 
 
 
 
:; ::.
 r1 -5 
 
 

 
.
g 
 
cÉ 
t)_;:[I} 1J .D'!J 
Q)
 t:..n.n >'C':S""CJ 

=




 

 c:: -5.1> C 
 0 

 
 ..._':J L. .... ..... 

 æ 
'2.E <S 
 

 ::l..
 
 
..... c..s 
ø.:::I::;Z..:;
.::: 
v ex: 0 Q) >'.".S! 

 -g 
 -5 
 .
 i 
r::n1c==o
 

 0' 

 .
 g â 
....
-ö c .
 t; :.I ::I 

 
J)(l)'
 !:: >'ê 
E æ -5 g, g -8. c;! 

,-_...nCJot 

 E = 
 
.5 Q. 
:!J")Ë

-Eo 
:E g 
 ë) ",.;:: 0... 
... .... E 
-g 
 g a3 

Qj:Q)c1
"':
 
r:ci Po:2 
 ! 
 
 
 
1!") .... 
 r GJ ...,;t 
:i:::.s::.]
g.
 

 Z 
t 


Vj 
.. 
... 

 


c 
]t 
:.::: ..Q 

:s 
-..5:; 


 
.. c 
<:\ ... 


 



 
 
 

s::C 
<:\.- E 

..E
 
"" ;J., 

]
 
ð
.tI:: 

 


-,j 
'" 
c:: 
Þ.e 
fñ 




 
00 
" 



 

 
..,. 


..::: 
t::- 
O! 

.. 
t 4 
;:. 

 
c.::. 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 341 


APPENDIX, NO.5. 


Referred to froin p. 278. 


CASE of certain Perfons renting the affigned 
Lands under the authority of the Eafi-India 
Company. 


Extraét of a Letter from the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort St. George, 25 th May, 1783. 


" ONE of them [the renters] Ram Chunder 
Raus, ,vas indeed one of thofe unfortunate rajahs, 
whofe country, by being near to the territories of the 
nabob, forfeited its title to independence; and be- 
caIne the prey of ambition and cupidity. This 
man, though not able to refill the cOinpany's arms, 
, 
employed in fuch a deed at the nabob's infiigation, had 
indufiryand ability. He acquired, by a feries of 
fer'i.1ices, even the confidence of the nabob; who 
fuffered hÎ1n to rellt a part of the country of <which' 
he had deprived him of the property. This man had 
afforded no Inoth'e for his rejeaion by the nabob, 
but that of being ready to engage v;ith the com- 
pJ.ny; a Inotive Il10fi powerful indeeci, but not to 
he aVO\VèJ." 
[This is the perron \\.h01n the Engliíh infiru- 
Inents of the nJbob of Arcnt have had the aud,l. 
Z 
 ci ty 
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city to charge ,vith a corrupt. tranfa8:ion with 
lord l\lacartney; and, in fupport of that charge, 
to produce a forged letter from his lordfhip's fiew... 
ard. The charge and letter the reader may fee in 
this appendix, under the proper head. It is af- 
ferted, by the unfortunate prince above men... 
tioned, that the company firft fettled on the coaft 
of Coromande1 under the prott'étion of one of his 
ancefiors. If this be true (and it is far from un- 
likely) the ,,"odd Inufi judge of the return the 
defcendant has met ,vith. The cafe of another of 
the viåims, given up by the minifiry, though 
not altogether fo firiking as the fonner, is worthy 
of attention. It is that of the renter of the pro- 
vince of NeIlore.] 
" IT is with a ,vantonnefs of falfehood, and in- 
difference to deteétion, a{ferted to you, in proof 
of the validity of the nabob's objcétions, that this 
man's failures had already forced us to remove 
him; though in faét he has continued invariably 
in office; though our greateflfupplics have been re- 
æived from him; and that, in the difappointment 
of your remittances [the rem
ttances from Ben- 
gal] and of other refources, the fpecie fent us from 
Nel/ore alone has fOlnetimes enabled us to carryon 
the publick bufinefs; and that the prefent expedition 
ngainfl the French mufi:, ,vithout this affifiance fro111 
the affignment, hayc been laid afide, or delayed 
until it might have become too late." 


[This 
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[This man is by the minifiry given over to the 
mercy of perfons capable of lnaking charges on 
him, "'with a wantonnefs of falfehood, and indiffi- 
" rence to detellion." "\Vhat is likely to happen to 
him and the reft of the viétims, may appear by the 
follo\ving] 


Letter to the Governour General, and Council, 
March 13th, 1782. 
" THE fpeedy termination to which the people 
\\Tcre taught to look, of the company's interference 
in the revenues, and the vengeance denounced 
againfi thofe who, contrary to the mandate of the 
durbar, fhould be conneéted with them, as report- 
ed by Mr. Sulivan, n1ay, as much as the former ex- 
aétions and oppreffions of the nabob in the reve- 
nue, as reported by the commander in chief, have 
deterred fome of the fittefi men from offering to 
be concerned in it. 
" The timid difpofition of the Hindoo natives 
of this country \vas not likely to be infcnfible to 
the fpecimen of that vengeance given by his ex- 
cellency the amur, \vho upon the mere rumour 
that a Bramin, of the name of Appagee Row, had 
given propofals to the cOlnpany for thc rcnterfuip 
of Vellore, had the temerity to fend for him, and 
to put hiln in confinclnent. 
"A man thus fdzed by the nabob's feapoys 
,yirh.in the \valls of l\ladras, gave a general alarm; 
Z -4 and 
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and government found it neceffary to promife the 
proteétion of the company, in order to calm the 
apprehenfions of the people." 


APPENDIX, No.6. 


Referred to from p. 307-312. 


Extracr of a Letter from the Council and Seleét 
COlnmittee at Fort St. George, to the Gover- 
nourGeneral and Council, dated2sthMay, 1783. 
IN the profecution of our duty, we befeech you 
to confider as an aét of firia and neceffary jufiice, 
previous to reiteration of your orders for the fur- 
render of the afiignment, how far it would be 
likely to affeét third perfons, who do not appear 
to have committed any breach of their engage.. 
ments. You command us to compel our aumils 
to deliver over their refpeétive charges as {hall be 
appointed by the nabob, or to retain their trufi 
under his fole authority, if he fuaU chufe to con- 
firm them. Thefe au mils are really renters, they 
'were appointed in the room of the nabob's au mils, 
and contrary to his willies; they have already been 
rejeéted by him, and are therefore not likely to be 
confirmed by him. They applied to this govern- 
ment, in confequence of publick advertifements 
in our name, as poffeffing in this infiance the joint 
authority 
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authority of the nabob and the company, and have 
entered into mutual and firia covenants with us, 
ëlnd \ve with them, relative to tbe certain difiri& 
not aåually in the poffeffion of the enemy; by 
\vhich covenants, as they are bound to the punc- 
tual payment of their rents, and due management 
of the country, fo we, and our conftituents, and 
the publick faith, arc in like manner bound to 
maintain them in the enjoyment of their leafes, 
during the continuance of the term; that term 
was for five years agreeably to the words of the 

ffignment, which declare that the time of renting 
{hall be for three or five years, as the governour 
fhall fettle with the renters.- Their leafes cannot 
be legally torn fron1 them. Nothing but their 
previous breach of a part could jufiify our breach 
of the whole; fuch a firetch and abufe of power 
would indeed not only favour of the affumption of 
fovereignty, but of arbitrary and oppreffive def- 
potifm. In the prefent conteft, whether the na- 
bob be guilty, or we be guilty, the renters are not 
guilty. \Vhichever of the contending parties has 
broken the condition of the affignment, the ren- 
ters have not broken the condition of their leafes. 
Thefe men, in conduéHng the bufinefs of the af.. 
fignment, have aét:ed in oppofition to the defigns 
of the nabob, in defpite of the menaces denounced 
againfi all who íhould dare to oppofe the mandates 
of the durbar jufiicc. Gratitude and humanity 
require 
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require that provifion fhould be made by you, be. 
fore you fet the nabob's minifiers loofe on the 
country, for the proteétion of the viétims devoted 
to their vengeance. 
Mr. Benfield, to fecure the permanenty of hi& 
power, and the perfeétion of his fchemes, thought 
it neceffary to render the nabob an abfolute firanger 
to the flate of his affairs. He afiured his highnefs, 
that full jufiice was not done to the flrength of his 
fentiments, and the keennefs of his attacks, in the 
tranfiations that were made by the company's 
fervants frOlll the original PerÍÌal) of his letters. 
lIe therefore propofed to him, that they iliould 
for the future be tranfmitted in Englifh.-Of the 
Engliíh language or writing his highnefs, or the 
Ãmeer, cannot read one word, though the latter can 
converfe in it with fufficient fluency. The Perfian 
language, as the language of the Mahommedan 
conquerors, and of the court of Delhi, as an appen- 
dage or fignal of authority, \vas at all times particu- 
larly affeéted by the nabob :-it is the language of 
:1.11 aéts of flate, and all publick tranfaétions, among 
the muff ulman chiefs of Indofian. The nabob 
thought to have gained no inconfiderable point, 
in procuring the corrcfpondence froln our prede- 
cefTors to the rajah of Tanjore to be changed from 
the lVlarattah language, ,vhich that Hindoo prince 
underfiands, to the Perfian, ,vhich he difc1aims 
underfianding. To force the rajah to the nabob's 
language, 
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language, was gratifying the latter with a new fpe.. 
des of fubferviency. He had formerly contended 
\vith confidcrable anxiety, and it was thought no 
inconfidcrable coft, for particular forn1s of addrefs 
to be ufed towards hÏ1n in that language. But all 
of a fudden, in favour of Mr. Benfield, he quits 
his former affeétions, his habits, his knowledge, 
his curiofity, the increafing mifirufi of age, to 
thro\\p himfelf upon the generous candour, the 
faithful interpretation, the grateful return and 
eloquent organ of l\'Ir. Benfie1d!-Mr. Be'!field re- 
lates and reads 
hat he pleafts to his excellency the 
Ameer-ul-Olllrah-his excellency communicates with the 
nabob his father, in the language the latter under:fland.r. 
crhrough two channels fa pure, the truth 11lzý/ arriv
 
at the nahob in perftEl refinement; through this double 
trlffi, his highnefi reaives whatever imprdJion it may 
be convenient to make Oil him: he abandons his }igna- 
lure to whatever paper they tell him contains, in the 
Englifh language, the ftntiments with which the} had 
injþired him. He thus is furroundtd on every}ide. He 
is totally at their mercy, to believe what is not true, and 
to fubfcribe to what he does 110t mean. 
 There is no 
fyflemfò ner-iJJ,jö foreign to his intentions, that they 1/Iay 
not puifue in his name, without pojJibility of dc/célion : 
for they are cautious of who approach him, and have 
thought prudent to duline,for him, the vifìts of the go- 
'Vernour, even upon the ufual folemn and acceptabk. 
occafion of deliverin.:; to h
 highnefs the com- 
pany's 
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pany's letters. Such is the complete afcendency gamed 
hy Mr. Berýield. It may be partly eXplained by 
the faéts obferved already forne years ago by Mr. 
Benfield him[elf, in regard to the nabob, of the 
infirmities natural to his advanced age, joined to 
the decays of his confiitution. To this afcendency, 
in proportion as it gre\v, IDufl: chiefly be afcribed, 
if not the origin, at leafi the continuance and in- 
crea[e, of the nabob's di[union 'with this prefiden- 
cy; a difunion which creates the importance, and 
fubferves the re[entmcnts of Mr. Benfield; and an 
afændellcy which, if you eJfèEl the Jurrender of the _ 
'!!Jìgnment, will intirely leave the exercife of power, and 
accumulation of fortzme, at his boundleft difcretion; to 
him, and to the Anzeer-ul-Omrah, and to Syed A.J!å11l 
Cawn, the 
 qfJìgn1llent 'would in faEl be furrendered. 
lIE WILL (IF ANY) BE THE SOUCAR SECU- 
RITY; and fecurity in this country is counterftcured 
hy pqf(dfion. 2"'ou would not chuJe to take the qJJign- 
ment from the company, to give it to individuals. Of 
the illlpropriety of its returning to the nabob, l\lr. 
Benfield would no\v again argue from his former 
obfervations, that under his highnefs's manage- 
ment, his country declined, his people emigrated, 
his revenues decreafed, and his country ,vas rapidly 
approaching to a flate of political infolvcncy. Of 
Syed Affanl Cawn, we judge only from the ob[er- 
vations this letter already contains. But of the 
other tv..ro per[ons [Ameer-ul-Omrah and 1\11". Ben- 
field] 
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field] \ve undertake to declare, not as parties in a 
caufe, or even as voluntary \vitneifes, but as exe- 
cutive officers, reporting, to you in the difcharge 
of our duty, and under the impreffion of the facred 
obligation which binds us to truth, as well as to 
jufiice, that, from every obfervation of their prin- 
ciples and difpofitions, and every infor111ation of 
their charaéìer and conduéì, they have profecuted 
projeéìs to the injury and danger of the company 
and individuals; that it would he improper to trzýl, 
and dangerous to employ them, in any puhlick or impor- 
tant fituation; that the tranquillity of the Carnatick 
requires a reflraint to the power of the ameer; and 
that the company, whofe fervice and proteElion Mr. 
Baffield has repeatedly and recent!;' forfeited, would 
he more fecure againfl danger and confiifirm, if he were 
removed from their ft
'eral prcJìdencies. 
[After the above folemn declaration from fo 
,,'eighty an authority, the principal objea of that 
a".ful and deliberate warning, inftead of " being 
" removed from the fevcral prefidencics," is licenf- 
ed to return to one of the principal of thofe pre- 
fidencies, and the grand theatre of die operations 
on account of which the prefidency recomnlends 
his total removal. The rcafon given is for the acP 
commodation of that very debt ,,'hich has been 
the chief infirument of his dangerous praaices, 
and the main caufe of all the confufions in the conI.. 
pany's government.] 


APPENDIX.. 
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APPENDIX, No- 7. 


Referred to froln p. :284, and p. 29 r. 


Extraéts from the Evidence of Mr. Petrie, late 
Refident for the Company at Tanjore, given to 
the Seleét Committee, relative to the Revenues 
and State of the Country, &c. &c. 


9 th May, 1782. 


WILLIAM PETRIE, Efq. attending according 
to order, was aiked, In what fiation he was in the 
company's fervice? he faid, He went to India in 
the year 1765, a writer upon the Madras eftablifh. 
ment; he was employed, during the former war 
,vith Hyder Ali, in the capacity of pay-maller and 
coml11iffary to part of the army, and was after- 
\vards paymafier and commiífary to the army in 
the firfi fiege of Tanjore, and the fubfequent earn. 
paigns; then fecretary to the fecret department 
from 1772 to 1775; he came to England in 177S, 
.1nd returned again to Madras the beginning of 
1778; he 'was refident at the durbar of the rajah 
of Tanjore from that time to the month of May; 
and fron1 that time to January 1780 ,vas chief 
of Nagore and Carrecal, the firft of ,,"hich was 
received from the rajah of Tanjore, and the fe.. 
cond 
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cond was taken from the French.- Being aíked, 
'Vho fent him to Tanjore? he faid, Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, and the Secret Committee.--Being 
then aík.(:d, Upon 'v hat errand? he faid, He \vent 
firfi up with a letter from the company to the ra- 
jah of Tanjore ; he was direéìed to give the rajah 
the flrongeft affurances that he fhould be kept in 
poffeffion of his country, and every privilege to 
\vbich he had been refi:ored; he was like\vife di- 
reåed to negotiate with the rajah of Tanjore for 
the ceffion of the feaport and difiriéì of Nagore, 
in lieu of the town and difiria of Devicotta, \vhich 
he had promifed to lord Pigot: thefe were the 
principal, and to the beft of his recollecrion at pre- 
fent the only objeéìs in vic\v, ,,,hen hc \\'as firfi 
fent up to Tanjorc. In the courfe of his flay at 
Tanjore other l11atters of bufinefs occurrcd bc- 
hveen the company and the rajah, ,vhich canle' 
undcr his management as rcfident at that durbar. 
Being afk.ed, Whether the rajah did deliver up to 
him the town and the annexed diflricri) of N agor(: 
voluntarily, or whether he ,vas forced to it? he 
faid, When he made the firfl propofition to the ra- 
jah, agreeable to the direétions llc had received 
from the fecret committee at l\Iadras, in the mofi 
free, open, and liberal l11anner, the rajJ.h told him 
the feaport of Nagore was intirelyat the fervicc 
of his benefacrors the cO!llpany, and that he 'was 
]lappy in having that opportunity of tefiifying his 
gratitude to them; thefe may be fuppofed to be 
word
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\vords of courfe, but from every experience which 
he had of the rajah's n1ind and conduét, whilft he 
was at Tanjore, he has reafon to believe that his 
declarations of gratitude to the company were 
perfealy fincerc; he fpeaks of the town of N agore 
at prefent, and a certain difiriét, not of the dif- 
trias to the amount of which they afterwards re- 
ceived. The rajah aiked him, To what amount 
he expeéted a jaghire to the company: And the 
wÏtnefs further faid, That he acknowledged to the 
committee that he was not inftruåed upon that 
head; that he wrote for orders to Madras, and 
was direét:ed to a1k the rajah for a jaghire to a cer- 
tain amount; that this gave rife to a long nego- 
tiation, the rajah reprefenting to him his inability 
to make fuch a gift to the cOl11pany as the fecret 
committee at Madras feemed to expecr; while he 
(the witnefs) on the other hand, was direåed to 
make as good a bargain as he could for the com- 
pany. FrOlll the vie\v that he then took of the 
rajah's finances, from the fituation of his country, 
and from the load of debt ,vhich preffed hard upon 
hÏ111, he believes he at different times, in his cor- 
refpondence with the government, reprefented the 
necefIity of their being moderate in their demands, 
and it was at Iaft agreed to accept of the town of 
Nagore, valued at a certain annual revenue, and a 
jaghire annexed to the town, the \vhole amount- 
ing to 2,50,000 rupees.-Being aiked, Whether it 
did 
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àÌd turn out fo valuable? he faid, He bad not a 
doubt but it would turn out more, as it was let 
for more than that to farmers at l\1adras, if they 
had managed the difiriås properly, but they were 
firangers to the manners and czýloms oj the people; 
when they came down they opprejJèd the inhabitants, 
and threw the whole dijìriEl into conflffion; the inha.. 
hitants, many of them, left the country, and deftrted 
the cultivation of their lands, of coutft tbe farmers 
were difappointed of their col/elljons, and they have 
Jince failed, and the company have lofl a confiderable 
part of what the farmers were to pay for the jaghire. 
Being aík.ed, Who thefe farmers ,vere? he faid, 
One of them ,vas the renter of the St. Thomé dif- 
tria:, near Madras, and the other, and the moft 
refponfible, 'was a Madras dubafil.-Being aík.ed
 
'Vho he \vas dubafh to? he faid, To l\Ir. Caff- 
major. 
Being afkcd, Whether the leafe .was made upon 
higher terms than the difiriél: was rated to him by 
the rajah? he faid, It was.-Being then aiked, 
What reafon was affigned why the difiriél: was not 
kept under the former manageillent by amildars, 
or let to perfons in the Tanjore country acquainted 
\vith the difiriél:? he faid, No rcafons were af- 
figned: he \\'as direéted from Madras to advertife 
them to be lct to per[ons of the country; but be- 
fore he received any propofal, he received accounts 
that they \\Tere let at l\'ladras in confcquence of 
VOL. IV. .A a publick 
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publick adverti[ements \vhich Ilad been made 
there: he believes, indeed, there were very fe,v 
men in thofe difirias refponfible enough to have 
beenentrufied våth the management ofthofelands. 
Being aiked, Whether, at the time he ,vas autho- 
rized to negotiate for N agore in the place of De- 
vicotta, Devicotta was given up to the rajah? he 
faid, No.-Being aík.ed, Whether the rajah of 
Tanjore did not frequently defire that the diftriB:s 
of Arné and Hanymantygoodé fuould be refiored 
to him agreeable to treaty, and the company's 
orders to lord Pigot? he faid, Many a time; and 
Ilc tranfmitted his reprefentations regularly to Ma- 
dras.-Being then aiked, \Vhether thofe places 
,vere refiored to him? he :Gl.id, N at while he was. 
in India. 
Being afked,Whether he was not authorized and 
required by the prefidency at Madras to demand 
a large fUln of money over and above the four 
lacks of pagodas that were to be annually paid by 
a grant of the rajah, made in the time of lord 
Pigot? he faid, He ,vas; to the amount, he be- 
lieves, of four lacks of pagodas, com 111 only kno\vn 
by the name of depofit-Illoney.-Being afked, 
Whether the rajah did not frequently plead his 
Ìnability to pay that money? he faid, He did every 
time he mentioned it, :.nd complained loudly of 
the demand.-Being aIked, Whether he thinks. 
thofe complaints were \veIl founded? he :là.ys, He 
thinks. 


. 
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thinks the rajah of Tanjore was not only not in a 
fiate of ability to pay the depofit-money, but that 
the annual paYlllent of four lacks of pagodas was 
more than his revenues could afford.-Beingaiked, 
Whether he was not frequently obliged to borrow 
money, in order to pay the infialments of the 
annual payments, and fuch parts as he paid of 
the depofit? he faid, Yes, he was.-Being afk.ed, 
\Vhere he borro\ved the money? he faid, He be- 
lieves principally frOITI foucars or native bankers, 
and forne at l\ladras, as he told hiln.- Being aiked, 
Whether he told hiiTI that his credit ,vas very 
good, and that he borrowed upon moderate in- 
tereft? he faid, That he told him he fou
d great 
difficulties in raifing money, and ,vas obliged to 
borrow at a mofi exorbitant interefi, even forne of 
it at 48 per cent. and he believes not a great deal 
under it: he dijired him (the witnefs) to /peak to one 
of the flucars or bankers at cranjare, tD accommodate 
him with a loan of money; that man ßewed him an 
account between him and the raJah,from which it ap- 
peared that he charged 48 per cent. bijides compound 
interdJ.-Being aiked, Whether the fums due 
\vere large? he faid, Yes, they were confiderable; 
though he does 
 r'\t recolleét the an10unt.- Being 
aiked, Whether the banker lent the money? he 
faid, He would not, unlcfs the witnefs could pro- 
cure him payment of his old arrears. 
Being aíked, 'Vhat notice did the government 
A a 2 of 
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of Madras take of the king of Tanjore's reprefcI1. 
tations of the flate of his affairs, and his inabi. 
lity to pay? he faid, I-Ie does not recollcét that, in 
their correfpondence \vith him, there ,\?as any rea- 
foning upon the fubjeét; and in his correfpondence 
with Sir Thoillas RUlnbold, upon the amount of 
the jaghire, he feclned very defirous of adapting 
the demand of gover!unent to the rajah's circu111- 
ftances; but ,vhilfi: he ftaid at Tanjore, the rajah 
\vas not exonerated from any part of his burthens. 
-Being afked, Whether they ever deÍÌred the ra- 
jah to make up a flateillent of his accounts, dif- 
bur[ements, debts, and payments, to the company, 
in order to afcertain whether the country was able 
to pay the ÍncreaÍÌng demands upon it? he faid, 
Through him he is certain they ncver did.- Being 
then afked, If he ever heard whether they did 
through anyone elfer he faid, He never did. 
Being afk.ed, Whether the raj2.h is not bound to 
furnifh the cultivators of land ,vith feed for their 
crops, according to the cufi:om of the country? 
he ià.id, The king of 'Ftmjore, as proprietor of the land, 
tllways makes ad'L'anccs of moncy fir feed for the cul- 
tivation of the land.-Being then afked, If Inoney 
beyond his power of furnifhing filould be extorted 
froin hiIll, might it not prevent, in the firfi: in- 
Hance, the means of cultivating the country? hc 
t:lid, It certainly does, he knriws it for a faB; and 
be knows that v.)hC/l he lift tbe country there u'ere ft- 
'L'era/ 
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-veral dijlriEls which were uncultivated from that caz1e. 
Being afk.ed, \Vhether it is not neceffary to be at 
a confiderable expence in order to keep up the 
mounds and water-courfes? he faid, A very conji. 
derable one ammally.-Being afk.ed, What \vould 
be the confequence - if money íhould fail for that? 
he faid, III the jirft Ùýlance the country would be par- 
tially fliPplied with water,fome dijlriEls would be over- 
flowed, and others would be parched.-Being aíked, 
Whether there is not a confiderable daiTI called the 
Anicut, on the keeping up of \vhich the profpe- 
rity of the country greatly depends, and which 
requires a great expence? he faid, Yes, there is; 
the whole of the Tanjore couniry is admirably well 
fupplied \vith \vater, nor can he conceive any l11e- 
thod could be fallen upon 1110re happily adapted 
to the cultivation and profperity of the country; 
hut, as the Anicut is the fource of that profperity, 
any injury done to that muil: effentblly affeét all 
the other works in the country; it is a moil: fiu- 
pendous piece of mafonry; but from the very great 
floods frequently requiring repairs, which if ne- 
gleêted not only the expenee of repairing mufl: be 
greatly increaicd, but a general injury done to 
the \\
hole country.-Bcing aíked, \Vhether that 
dam has been kept in as good prefervation fince 
the prevalence of the Engliíh government as be- 
fore? he faid, From his own knowledge he can- 
110t ten, but from every thing he has read or heard 
A a 3 of 
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of the former profperity and opulence of the kings 
of Tanjore, he fhould fuppofe not.-Being aiked, 
Whether he does not know of feveral attempts 
that have been made to prevent the repair, and 
even to damage the work? he faid, The rajah him.. 
felf frequently complained of that to hhll, and he 
]Ias like,vi[e heJ.rd it frOlTI others at Tanjore.- 
:Being aík.ed, '\Tho it was that attempted thofe aéÌs 
of violence? he faid, He ,vas told it was the inha- 
bitants of the nabob's country adjoining to the 
Anicut.-Being aík.ed, Whether they were not fet 
on or inftigated by the nabob? he anfwered, The 
rajah faid fo.-And being aík.ed, 'Vhat fieps the 
prelìdent and council took to punifh the authors, 
and prevent thofe violences? he faid, To the beft of 
his recolleétion, the govern our told him he would 
make inquiries into it, but he does not kno\v that 
any inquiries were made: that Sir Thomas RU111- 
bold, the govern our , informed him that he had 
bid his reprefentations \vith refpea to the Anicut 
before the nabob, ,vho denied that his people had 
given any interruption to the repairs of that \vork. 


10th May. 
Being aík.ed, What he thinks the real clear re.. 
ceipt of the revenues of Tanjore were worth when 
he left it? he faid, He cannot fay what was the net 
amount, as he does not know the expence of the 
rajah's colleétion, but while he was at Tanjore he 
underftood 
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underfiood from the rJ.jah himfelf, and from his 
minifiers, that the grofs colleé1:ion did nut exceed 
nine lack of pagodas, C36o,oool.).-Being aík.ed, 
'Vhether he thinks the country could pay the 
eight lacks of pagodas which had been demanded 
to be paid in the courfe of one year? he (aid, 
Clearly not.-Being aiked, 'Vhether there \vas 
not an attempt made to re1110Ve the rajah's l11inif.. 
ter, upon f0111e delay in payment of the depofit ? 
he faid, The governour of l\Iadras ,vrote to that 
effeå, which he reprefented to the rajah.-Baing 
aiked, '\Tho \vas mentioned to fucceed to the mi.. 
niller that then was, in cafe he fhould be removed? 
he LLid, 'Vhen Sir Hecror Munro came afterwards 
to Tanjore, the old daubiere was mentioned, and 
rec0111111ended to the rajah as fucceffor to...his then 
dewan.-Being aiked, Of \\'hat age \\-'as the dau- 
biere at that time? hc faid, Of a very great age, 
up\vards of fourfcore.-Being afk.ed, \Vhether a 
perf on called Kailonga Saba Pilla ,vas not likewife 
named? he faid, Yes, he \\dS, he was recorn- 
Inended by Sir Thomas Rumbold; and one re- 
commendation, as well as I can recolleå, went 
through me.-Bcing aiked, \Vhat 'was thc rcafon 
of his being recOIn mended ? he faid, He under- 
took to payoff the rajah's debts, and to give fe- 
curity for thc regular payment of the rajah's in- 
fialments to the compJ.ny.-Being afkcd, \Vhether 
he offered to give any fecurity for preferving the 
i\ a 4 country 
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country fron1 oppreffion, and for fupporting the 
dignity of the rajah and his peopl
? he faid, I-Ie 
does not know that he did, or that it was aiked 
of him.- Being aíked, 'Vhether he was a perf on 
agreeablc to the rajah? he faid, I-Ie ,vas not.- 
Being afk.ed, Whether he ,vas not a perf on who 
had fled out of the country to avoid the refent- 
n1ent of the rajah? he faid, He ,vas.--Being 
aiked, Whether he was not charged by the rajah 
,vith mal-praétices, and breach of trufi relative to 
bis effeéts? he faid, He was; but he told the go- 
vernour that he \vould account for his conduB:, 
and explain every thing to the fatisfaåion of the 
rajah.-Being aiked, 'Vhether the rajah did not 
confider this man as in the interefi of his encinies, 
and particularly of the nabob of Arcot and 1\lr. 
Benfield? he faid, He does not recollcét that he did 
nlention that to hÍln; he remembeJ;s to have heard 
him complain of a tranfaétion between Kanonga. 
Saba Pilla and Mr. Benfield; but he told hhn he had 
been guilty of a variety of mal-praétices in bis ad- 
minifiration, that he had oppreífed the people, 
and defrauded him
-Bejng aiked, In \vhat branch 
of bufinefs the rajah had formerly employed him? 
lIe faid, He was at one time, he believes, renter of 
the whole country, was fuppofed to have great in- 
fluence \vith the rajah, and was in faét dewan fOl11e 
time.-Being aikcd, Whether the nomination of 
that man 'was not particularly odious to the rajah 
 
he 
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lie raid, He found the rajah's mind fo exceedingly 
averfe to that man, that he believes he \vould al. 
moil: as foon have fubmitted to his being depofed, 
as to fubmit to the nomination of that man to be 
his prime minifier. 


13th May. 
MR. PETRIE being afk.ed, Whether he \vas in- 
formed by the rajah, or by others, at Tanjore or 
Madras, that Mr. Benfield, \vhilfi he 111anaged the 
revenues at Tanjore, during the ufurpation of the 
nabob, did not treat the inhabitants with great 
rigour? he faid, He did hear from the rajah, that 
Mr. Benfield did treat the inhabitants with rigour 
during the time he had any thing to do \vith the 
adminii1ration of the revenues of Tanjore.-Being 
afk.ed, If he rccolleB:s in ,vhat particulars? he faid, 
The rajah particularly c0111plained, that grain had 
becn delivered out to the inhabitants, for the 
purpofes of cultivation, at a higher price than the 
market price of grain in the country; he cannot 
fay the aaual difference of price, but it firuck 
him at the time as fOlnetbing very confiderable. 
-Being afked, Whether that lTIOney was all re- 
covered from the inhabitants? he faid, the rajah 
of Tanjore told hil11, that the nloney was all 
recovered frol11 the inhabitants.-Being afked, 
\Vhether he did not hear that the nabob exaéted 
from the country of Tanjore, \vhilfi: he \\'as in 
poffeffion 
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poffeffion of it? he faid, Fr01l1 the accounts \\rhich 
he received at Tanjore, of the revenues for a num- 
ber of years pall, it appeared, that the nabob col. 
Ieéted fron1 the country, ,vhile he wa&- in poífèf- 
fion, rather more than 16 lacks of pagodas annu- 
ally; \vhereas when þe \vas at Tanjore, it did not 
yield l110re than 9 lacks.-Being afk.ed, From 
whence that difference arofe? he faid, \Vhen Tan- 
jorc \vas conquered for the nabob, he has been 
told that many thoufand of the native inhabitants 
fled from the count,ry, fome into the country of 
l'vlyfore, and others into the dominions of the 
1\larattas; he underllood from the fame authority, 
that ,vhile the nabob ,vas in poffeffion of the coun- 
try, many inhabitants from the Carnatick, allured 
by the fuperiour fertility and opulence of Tanjore, 
and encouraged by the nabob, took up their re- 
fidence there, which enabled the nabob to culti- 
vate the \vhole country; and, upon the relloration 
of the rajah, he has heard that the Carnatick in- 
habitants \vere carried back to their own country, 
which left a confiderable blank in the population, 
which ,vas not re-placed while he ,vas there, prin- 
cipally owing to an opinion ,vhich prevailed 
through the country, that the rajah's government 
,vas not to bc pennanent, but that another revo- 
lution ,vas fall approaching. During ihe nabob's 
government, the price of grain 'VJ.S confiderably 
higher (o,ving to a very unufual fcarcity in the 
Carnatick) 
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Carnatick) than when he ,vas in Tanjore.-Being 
aíked, Whether he was ever in the Mara,var coun- 
try? he faid, Yes; he '\VaS commi{fary to the army 
in that expedition.-Being aiked, \Vhether that 
country was much wafted by the war? he faid, 
Plunder ,vas not permitted to the arn1Y, nor did 
the country fuffer from its operations, except in 
caufing many thoufands of the inhabitants who 
had been employed in the cultivation of the 
country, to leave it.-Being aíked, "\Vhether he 
kno\vs what is done ,vith the palace and inhabi- 
tants of Ramnaut? he faid, The to\vn was taken 
by ftonll, but not p]undered by the troops; it ,vas 
immediately delivered up to the nabob's eldcft 
fon. Being aíked, "VVhether great riches were not 
fuppofed to be in that palace and temple? he faid, 
It was univerfally believed fo.-Being afked, What 
account ,vas given of them? he fa.id, He cannot 
tell; every thing remained in the po{feffion of the 
nabob.-Being aík.cd, \Vhat became of the chil- 
dren and women of the family of the prince of 
that country? he faid, The rajah was a minor; 
the government ,vas in the hands of the ranny, 
his mother; from general report he has heard 
they 'were carried to Trichinopoly, and placed in 
confinement thcre.-Being aiked, "\Vhether he 
perceived any difference in the face of the Carna- 
tick ,vhen he firfl: kncw it, and \vhen he laft kne,v 
it? he faid, lIe thinks he did, particularly in its 
population. 
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population.-Being aík.cd, Whether it was better 
or '\vorfe? he faid, It was not fo populous.- Being 
aík.ed, What is the condition of the nabob's cldeft 
fon? he faid, He ,vas in the Black Town of lVla- 
dras, '\vhen he left the country.-Being aík.ed, 
\Vhether he \\7as entertained there in a manncr 
fuitable to his birth and exp
éìations? he flid, 
No; he lived there ,vithout any of thofe exterior 
marks of fplendour which princes of his rank in 
India. are particularly fond of.-Being aík.ed, 
'Vhether he has not heard that his appointment5 
'\vere poor and mean? he faid, He has heard that 
they were not equal to his rank and expeéìations. 
-Being afk.ed, "\Vhether he had any:Chare in the 
government? he faid, He believes none; for fome 
years pail: the nabob has delegated m ofl: of the 
po\\
ers of government to his fecond fon.-Being 
afked, \VhetllEr the rajah did not complain to him 
of the behaviour of 
r. Benfield to himfclf per- 
fonally; and ,vhat \\
ere the particulars? he faid, 
He did fo, and related to him the follo,ving parti- 
culars: About fifteen days after lord Pigot's con- 
finement, l\Ir. Benfield carne to Tanjore, and de- 
livered the rajah t\vo letters frol11 the then gover- 
flour, r
lr. Stratton, one publick, and the other 
private; he deillanded an immediate account of 
the prefents '\vhich had been l11ade to lord Pigot, 
paymcnt of the tunkahs, ,vhich he (Mr. Benfield) 
had received from the nabob upon the country; 
and 



\ 


, 


TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 365 
:Lnd that the rajah íhould only \vrite fuch letters to 
the Madras government as Mr. Benfield fhould ap- 
prove, and give to hiln: the rajah anfwered,that he 
did not acknowledge the validity of any deillands 
made by the nabob upon the country; that thofe 
tunkahs related to accounts which he (the rajah) 
had no concern váth; that he never had given 
lord Pigot any prefents, but lord Pigot had given 
him many; and that, as to his correfpondence 
with the lVladras government, he \vould not trouble 
1\ilr. Benfield, becauf(,
 he \vould \"rite his letters 
himfelf.- That the rajah told the \vitnefs, that by 
reafon of this anfwer he was much threatened, in 
confequence of which he defired colonel Harper, 
who then commanded at Tanjore, to be prefent at 
his next intervic\v v:ith l\Ir. Benfield; when Mr. 
Benfield denied many parts of the preceding con- 
verfation, and thre\v the blame upon his inter- 
preter Comroo. \Vhcn Mr. Benfield found (as 
the rajah infolìlled him) that he could not carry 
thefe points, ,vhich had brought hÏ111 to Tanjore, 
he prepared to fet off for Madras; that the rajah 
fcnt him a letter which he had dr
l\vn out, in an. 
[wcr to onc which l\1r. Benfield had brought hilll ; 
that 1\1r. Benfield difapprovcd of the anfwcr, and 
returned it by Com roo to the durbar, \vho did 
not deliver it into the rajah's hands, but thrc\v it 
upon the ground, and cxprdfcd himfelf Ï111properly 
to him. 


Being 
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Being afked, "\Vhether it was at the king of 
Tanjore's defire, that fuch perfons as Mr. Benfield 
and Comroo had been brought into his prefence? 
he faid, The rajah told him, that when lord Pigot 
came to Tanjore, to rcfiore him to his dominions, 
Comroo, without being fent for, or defired to 
come to the palace, had found means to get accefs 
to his perfon; he made an offer of introducing 
Mr. Benfield to the rajah, which he declined.- 
Being afked, Whether the military officer com.. 
l11anding there protected the rajah from the in.. 
trufion of fuch people? he [aid, The rajah did not 
tell him that he callcd upon the tnilitaryofficer to 
prcvent thefe intrufions; but that he defired co- 
lonel Harper to be prcfent as a witnefs to what 
might pafs between him and Mr. Benfield.-Being 
aík.ed, If it is ufual for perfons of the conditions 
and occupations of Mr. Benfield and Comroo to 
intrude themíèlves into the prefence of the princes 
of the country, and to treat thcin \vith fuch free- 
dom? he faid, Certainly it is not; lefs there than 
in any other country.-Bcing afked, \Vhether the 
king of Tanjore has no minifiers to \\
hom 3.ppli- 
cation might be 
ade to tranfaB: fuch bufinefs as 
Mr. Benfield and Com roo had to do in the coun- 
try? he faid, Undoubtcdly; his minifier is the 
perfon \vhofe province it is to tranfact that bufi- 
nefs.-Being afked, Before the invafion of the 
;Britiíh troops into Tanjore, \vhat \yould have 
been 
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been the confequence, if l\1:r. Benfield had intruded 
bimfelf into the rajah's prefencc, and behaved in 
that manner? he faid, He could not fay 'what 
would bave been the confequence; but the at- 
tempt would have been madnefs, and could not 
have happened.- Being aík.ed, Whether the rajah 
had not particular exceptions to Com roo, and 
thought he had betrayed him in veryeffentÏal 
points? he faid, Yes, he had.-Being afked, Whe.. 
thcr the rajah has not becn apprized that the COIn.. 
pany have made fiipulations, that their fervants 
fhould not intcrferc in the concerns of his govern- 
ment? he L'\id, He fignified it to the rajah, that it 
was the company's pofitive orders, and that any 
of their fervants fo interfering would incur their 
higheft difpleafure. 


APPENDIX, No.8. 


Referred to from p. 290, &c. 


Cornmiffioncrs amended cIaufes for the Fort St. 
George difp3.tch, relative to the indcterminate 
fights and pretenfions of the nabob of Arcot, 
and rajah of Tanjore. 


IN our letter of the 28th January laft, w'e flated 
the reafonablcnefs of our expeétation that certain. 
con tribu tions 
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contributions towards the expenees of the war, 
fhould be made by the rajah of Tanjore. Since 
writing that letter, \ve have received one from 
the rajah, of the 15th of Ocrober lafi:, which con- 
tains at length his reprefentations of his inability 
to make fuch further paYlnent. 'Ve think it un- 
neeeffary here to difeufs \vhether thefe reprefenta- 
tions are or are not exaggerated, beeaufe, from 
the explanations \ve have given of our willies for 
a new arrangeillent in future, both \vith the na- 
bob of Arcot, and the rajah of Tanjore, and the 
dircB:ions we have givcn you to carry that arrange- 
ment into execution, \\Te think it impolitick to in- 
fift upon any demands upon the rajah for the ex- 
penees of the late \var, beyond the fum of four 
lacks of pagodas annually; fuch a demand might 
tend to interrupt the hannony which íhould pre- 
vail bet\veen the company and the rajah, and im- 
pede the great objeas of the general fyfiem we 
have already fo fl,lIly eXplained to you. 
But although it is not our opinion that any fur- 
ther claim fhould be made on the rajah, for his 
fhare of the extraordinary expenees of the late 
\var, it is by no 111eans our intention in any man- 
ner to affecr the jufi claim \vhich the nabob has on 
the rajah for the arrears due to him on account of 
peíhcuíh, for the regular payment of which \ve 
becalne guarantee by the treaty of 1762; but we 
nave already expreffed to you our hopes that the 
nabob 
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l}abob l11ay be induced to allo\v thefe arrears and 
the growing paYlnents, when due, to be received 
by the company, and carried in difcharge of his 
debt to us. You are at the faille time to ufe every 
nle:lns to convince him, that \vhen this debt fhall 
be difcharged, it is our intention, as ,ve are bound 
by the above treaty, to exert ourfelves to the ut- 
Jnofi of our po\ver to infurc the confiant and re. 
gular payment of it into 11is o\vn hands. 
\Ve obferve, by the plan fent to us by our go- 
vernour of Fort St. George, on the 30th October, 
178 I, that an arrangement is there propofed, for 
the receipt of thofe arrears from the rajah, in three 
years. 
\\r e are unable to d
cide how far this propofal 
111ay be confifient with the prefent fiate of the ra- 
jJ.h's refources; but ,ve direB: you to ufe all pro. 
per nleans to bring thefe arrears to account as fOOD 
as poffible, confifient1y with a due attention to this 
confideration. 


CLAUSES 1-1. 
You \vin obfer
,Te, that by the 38th feaion of 
the late act of parliJ.ment, it is cnaéted, that for 
fettling upon a permanent foundation the prefent 
indeterminate rights of the nabob of Arcot and 
the rajah of Tanjore, ,vith rcfpecr to each other, 
we fhould take into our imn1cdiate coníideration 
the f:1id indeterminate rights and pretenfions, and 
VUL. IV. B b take 
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take and purfue fuch meafures as in our judgment 
and difcretion {hall be beft calculated to afcertain 
and fettle the fame according to the principles, 
and the terms and fiipulations contained in the 
treaty of 1762, between the [aid nabob and the 
faid rajah. 
On a retrofpeét of the proceedings tranfmitted 
to us from your prefidency, on the fubjeét of the 
difputes which have heretofore arifen between the 
nabob and the rajah, ,\ye find the following points 
remain unadjulled, viz. 


1ft. Whether the jaghire of Arnee {hall be en- 
joyed by the nabob, or delivered up either to the 
rajah, or the defcendants of Tremaul Rov\", the 
late jaghiredar. 
2d. Whether the fort and difiriå of Hanarnan- 
tagoody, which is adlnitted by both parties to be 
within the l\iar clwar, ought to be poffeffed by the 
nabob, or to be delivered up by hhn to the rajah. 
3d. To whom the government {hare of the crop 
of the Tanjore country, .of the year 1775-6, pro- 
perly belongs. 
Lafily. Whether the rajah has a right, by ufage 
and cullom, or ought, from the neceflìty of the 
cafe, to be permitted to repair fuch part of the 
Anicut, or dam and banks of the Cavery, as lie 
within the diftriél: of Trichinopoly, and to take 
earth and fand in the Trichinopoly territory, for 
the 



fO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 371 
the repairs of the dam and banks \\rithin either or 
both of thofe di[tric1s. 


In order to obtain a cOll1plcte knowledge of 
the faéìs and circumHances relatiye to the feveral 
points in difpute, and how far they are connecred 
with the treaty of 1762, \ve have with great cÏr- 
cumfpeélion examined into 
ll the l11aterials be- 
fore us on thefe fubjeéts, and will proceed to fiate 
to you the refult of our inquiries and delibera- 
tions. 
The objecrs of the treaty of 1762 appear to be 
rdlriéted to the arrears of tribute to be paid to 
the nabob for his pafi claims, and to the quantum 
uf the rajah's future tribute or pdhcuíh; the can- 
celling of a certJin bond given by the rajah's fa- 
ther to the father of the n
lbob; the confinnation 
to the rajah of the diftriéts of Coveladdy and 
Elangaud, and the refi:oration of Tren1aul Ro\v 
to his jaghire of Arnee, in condefcenfion to the 
rajah's requefi, upon certain fiipulations, viz. 
That the fort of Arnee and Doby Gudy fuould 
he retained by the nabob; that Tremaul Ro\v 
1hould not ereå any fortre1s, "raIled pagoda, or 
other {hong hold, nor any wall round his d\,rel_ 
ling-houfe, exceeding eight feet high, or two feet 
thick; and ihould in aU things behave himfelf 
with due obedience to the government; and that 
he fhould pay }'cady, in the month of July, unto 
B b z the 
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the nabob or his fucceífors, the fum of ten tllOU.. 
fand rupees, the rajah thereby becoming the fecu- 
fity for Tremaul Row, that he fhould in all things 
dell1ean and behave himfelf accordingly, and pay 
yearly the fiipulated fume 
Upon a review of this treaty, the only point 
now in difpute, which 
ppears to us to be fo im.. 
mediately conneé1:ed with it, as to bring it within 
the firi& line of our duty to afcertain and fettle, 
according to the terms and fiipulations of the 
treaty, is that refpeB:ing Arnee. For although the 
other points enumerated may in fome refpecrs 
have a relation to that treaty, yet as they are fo- 
reign to the purpofes expreífed in it, and could 
not be in the contemplation of the contraåing 
parties at the time of making it, thofe difpütes 
. cannot in our cODlprehenfion fall ,vithin the line 
of defcription of rights and pretenfions to be no\v 
afcertained an" fettled by us, according to any of 
the terms and fiipulations of it. 
In refpeé1: to the jaghire of Arnee, we do not 
find that our records afford us any fatisfaétory in.. . 
formation by what title the rajah claims it, or 
what degree of relationíhip or conneétion has fub. 
fified between the rajah and the killidar of Arnee, 
fave only that by the treaty of 1762 the former 
became the tùrety for Trelnaul Row"s perfonnance 
of his engagements fpecified therein, as the condi. 
tions for his refioration to that jaghire; on the 
death 
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death of Tremaul Ro,v we perceive that he wa
f 
fucceeded by his widow, and after her death, by 
his grandfon Seneewafarow, both of \vhom were 
admitted to the jaghire by the nabob. 
I

rom your l11inutes of confultation of the 3 IÍt 
"' 
Oaober, 1770, and the nabob's lett&\:
.Jhc pre- 
fident, of the 21fi March, 1771, and the two let- 
ters from rajah Beerbur, Atchenur Punt (who, 
\Vc prefume, ,vas then the nabob's manager at At... 
cot) of thc 16th and 18th lVlarch, rcferred to in 
the nabob's letter, and tranfmitted therewith to 
the prefident, ,ve obferve that, previous to the 
treaty of 1762, Mr. Pigot concurred in the expe- 
diency of the nabob's taking po{feffion of this 
jaghire, on account of the troublcfome and refrac- 
tory behaviour of the Arnee braminees, by their 
affording proteB:ion to aU difiurbers; \\rho, by 
reafon of the little difiance between Arnee and 
Arcot, fled to the former, and were there pro, 
teâed, and not given up, though demanded. 
That though the jaghire was refiorcd in 1762, 
it \vas done under fuch conditions and rcfiriaions 
as \vere thought beft calculated to prcferve the 
peace and good order of the place, and due obc- 
dience to government. 
That neverthelefs the braminees (quarreIling 
among themfelves) did afterwards, in exprcfs vio- 
lation of the treaty, enlifi and a{fcmble many thou- 
fand fcpoys, and other troops; that they creé1:cd 
B b 3 gadJie:), 
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gaddies, and other fmall forts, provided them.. 
{elves 'with wall pieces, fnla!l guns, and other war- 
like fiores, and raifed troubles and difiurbances in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Arcot, and the 
forts of Arnee, and Shaw Gaddy; and that finally 
they imprifoned the hircarrahs of the nabob, fent 
\,'ith his letters and infiruétions, in purfuance of 
the advice of your board, to require certain of the 
braminees to repair to the nabob at Chepauk, and 
1110ugh peremptorily required to repair thither, 
paid no regard to thofc, or to any other orders 
from the circar. 
By the 13th article contained in the infiruB:ions 
given by the nabob to l\1r. Dupré, as the bafis for 
negotiating the treaty made with the rajah in 
J 771, the nabob required that the Arnee difiriét 
fhould be delivered up to the circar, becau[e the 
braminees had broken the conditions which they 
were to have obferved. In the anf\vers given by 
the rajah to thefe propofitions, he fays, " J am to 
" give up to the circar the jaghire difiriét of Ar. 
" nee;" and on the 7th of Novenlber, 1771, the 
rajah, by letter to Seneewafarow, who appears by 
your confultations and country correfpondence to 
have been the grandfon of Tremaul Row, and to 
have been put in poIfeffion of the jaghire at your 
recommendation (on the death of his grandmo- 
ther) writes, acquainting him, that he had given 
the Arnee country then in his (Seneewafarow's) 
poífeflìon, 
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poffeffion, to the nabob, to \\?hofe aumildars Se- 
nee\Vaf<lrow was to deliver up the poffeffion of the 
country. And in your letter to us of the 28th 
February, 1772, you certified the difirid of Arnee 
to be one of the countries acquired by this treaty, 
and to be of the efiimated value of t\VO lacks of 
rupees per annUl11. 
In our orders, dated the 12th April, 1775, we 
declared our determination to replace the rajah 
upøn the throne of his ancefiors, upon certain 
terms and conditions, to be agreed upon for the 
lTIutual benefit of himfelf and the company, with. 
out infringing the rights of the nabob. vVe de- 
dared, that our faith flood pledged by the treaty 
of 1762, to obtain payment of the rajah's tribute 
to the nabob; and that for the enfuring fuch pay- 
ment the fort of Tanjore íhould be garrifoncd by 
our troops. '\Ve direaed that you íhould pay no 
regard to the article of the treaty of 177 I, ,vhich 
refpeéted the alienation of part of the rajah's do- 
minions; and \\'e declared, that if the nabob had 
not a jufi title to thofe territories hefore the con- 
dufion of the treaty, \ve denied that he obtained 
any right thereby, except fuch temporary fove- 
reignty, for fccuring the paYInent of his expcnces J 
as is therein l11entioned. 
There infiruaions appear to have been executed 
in the month of April, I ï76; and by your letter 
of the 14th May following, you certified to us, that 
B b 4 the 
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the rajah had been put into the poffcffion of the 
whole country his father held in 1762, when the 
treaty 
vas concluded with the nabob; but we do 
not find that you carne to any refolution either 
antecedent or fubfequent to this advice, either for 
quefiioning or inlpeaching the right of the nabob 
to the fovereignty of Arnee, or expref1ì vc of any 
doubt of his title to it. Neverthe1cfs we find, that 
although the board paffcd no fuch rdolution, yet 
Jour prelìdent, in his lettcr to the nabob, of the 
30th luly, and 24th Augufi, called upon his high- 
nefs to give up the pofidIion of Arnee to the 
rajah; and the rajah himfelf, in fevcrJ.l letters to 
us, particularly in thofc of 21fi Oétober,1776, 
and the 7th of June, 1777, exprdTed his expcéb... 
tion of our orders for delivering up that fort and 
difiriå to hin1; and fa recently as the 15 th of Oc.. 
tober, ] 783, he reminds us of his former applica- 
tion, and fiates, that the country of Arnee being 
guaranteed to him by the cOlnpany, it of courfe 
is his right; but that it has not been given up to 
hÎ111, and he therefore earnefily e;1treats our Of- 
ders for puttin
 him into the poffeffion of it. We 
alfo obferve by your ktrer of the 14th of Oaober, 
1779, that the rajah had not then accounted for 
the nabob's peíhcuíh fince his refioration, but had 
affigned as a reafon for his withdrawing it, that 
the nabob had retained from him the difiriét of 
Arnee, with a certain other difiriét (Hanamanta- 
goody) 
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goody) which is made the fubjeél: of another part 
of our prefent difpatches. 
We have thus fiated to you the refult of our en- 
quiry into the grounds of the difpute relative to 
Arnee; and as the refearch has offered no evi- 
dence in fupport of the rajah's claim, nor even 
any lights whereby \ve can difcover in what de- 
gree of relationíhip, by confanguinity, cafi, or 
other circuinfiances, the rajah no\v fiands, or for- 
merly flood, with the killidar of Arnee, or the 
nature of his connexion with, or COlnmand over, 
that difiriâ, or the authority he exerci[ed or af- 
fumed previous to the treaty of ] 77 I, \ve fhould 
think ourfe1ves IJighly reprehenfible in complying 
with the rajah's requefi; and the more fo, as it is 
exprefsly fiated, in the treaty of 1762, that this 
fort and difiriå were then in the potfeffion of the 
nabob, as well as the perf on of the jaghiredar, on 
account of his di[obedience, and were refiored him 
by the nabob, in condefcenfion to the rajah's rc- 
quefi, upon fuch terms and fiipu1ations as could 
not, in our judgment, have been impofed by the 
one, or fuhn1Íttcd to by the other, if the fove- 
reignty of the one, or the dependency of the 
other, had been at that time a matter of doubt. 
Although thefe 1l1aterials have not furniíhed us 
with evidence in fupport of the raj.lh's clailn, they 
are far from fatisfaétory, to evince the jufiicc of, 
pr the political ncccffity for, the nabob's continu- 
in 0" 
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ing to ,vithhold the jaghire from the defcendants 
of Trclnaul Ro,v; his hereditary right to that 
jaghire feen1s to us to have been fully recognifed 
by the fiipulations of the treaty of 1762, and fo 
little doubted, that on his death, his widow was 
adillitted by the l1abob to hold it, on account, as 
nlay be prefumed, of the nonage of his grandfon 
and heir, Senee",rafarow, who appears to have 
been confirmed in the jaghire, on her death, by 
the nabob, as the lineal heir and fuccdfor to his 
grandfather. 
With refpeét to Scneewafarow, it does not ap- 
pear, by any of the proceedings in our pofTeffion, 
tha t he was concerned in the mifconducr of the 
braminees, complained of by the nabob in the 
year 1770, which rendered it necefTary for his 
highnefs to take the jaghire into his own hands, 
or that he was privy to, or could have prcvented 
thofe difiurbances. 
We therefore direét, that if the heir of Tre- 
maul Ro\v is not at prefent in poífcffion of the 
jaghire, and has not, by any violation of the 
treaty, or aét of difobedience, incurred a forfei- 
ture thereof, he be forth,vith refiored to the por- 
feffion of it, according to the terms and fiipula- 
tions of the treaty of 1762. But if any powerful 
motive of regard to the peace and tranquillity of 
the Carnatick fhall in your judgment render it ex- 
pedient to fufpend the execution of thefe orders, 
in 
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in that cafe you are with all convenient fpeed to 
tranfmit to us your proceedings thereupon, with 
the full fiate of the fatts, and of the reafons which 
have acruated your conducr. 
"\tVe have before given it as our opinion that the 
fiipulations of the treaty of 1762 do not apply to 
the points remaining to be decided. But the late 
aå of parlianlent having, from the nature of our 
conneél:ion ,vith the two powers in the Carnatick
 
pointed out the expediency, and even necefiìty, 
of fettling the feveral matters in difpute between 
thel11, by a fpeedy and permanent arrangement, 
we now proceed to give you our infiruttions upon 
the feveral other heads of difputes before enUIne- 
rated. 
\Vith refpeél: to the fort and difiriét: of lIana- 
mantagoody, we obferve that on the refioration 
of the rajah in 1776, you informed us in your let- 
ter of the 14th of May-" That the rajah had 
" been put into poffeffion of the \vhole of the coun- 
" try his father held in 1762 \\'hen the treaty was 
" concluded 'with the nabob;" and on the 25 th 
of June you came to the refolution of putting the 
rajah into poffeffion of Hanamantagoody, on the 
ground of its appearing on reference to the na- 
bob's infirucrions to 1\lr. Dupré in June, 17 62 , 
to his reply, and to the rajah's reprefentations of 
Z 5 th 
larch, 177 I; thAt Hanamantagoody \\ras 
aétually in the hands of the late rajah at the tÌInc 
of 
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of making the treaty of 1762. vVehave referred 
as ,veIl to thofe papers as to all the other proceed.. 
ings on this fubjea, and mufi confd:') they fall 
very fhort of demonfirating to us the truth of that 
faB:. And we find, by the [eeret confultations of 
Fort William, of the 7th of Augufi, 1776, that 
the fame doubt was t:;ntertained by our governour 
general and council. 
But whether, in point of faa, the late rajah ,,'as 
or was not in poffeffion of Hanamantagoody, in 
I j62, it is notorious that the nabob had always 
claimed the dominion of the countries of whieh 
this fort and difiriél: are a part. 
We obferve, that the nabob is no\v in the aél:ual 
poffeffion of this fort and difirié1:; and we are not 
warranted, by any document we have feen, to 
concur with the willies of the rajah to difpoffeís 
him. 
With regard to the government {hare of the 
crop of 1775-6, we obferve by the dobeer's me- 
morandum, recited in your confultations of the 
13th of May, 1776, that it was the efiablifhed cuf- 
tom of the Tanjore country to gather in the har- 
vefi, and complete the eolleétions \vithin the month 
of March; but that, for the eaufes therein particu.. 
larly fiated, the harvefi (and of courfe the collec.. 
tion of the government fhare of the crop) was de.. 
layed tin the month of March was over . We alfo 
obferve, that the rajah was not refiored to his 
kingdom 
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kingdom until the I I th of April, 1776; and from 
hence \ve infer, that if the harvefi: and colleéìion 
had been finiíhed at the ufual tÏ1ne, the nabob 
(being then fov
reign of the country) would have 
received the full benefit of that year's crop. 
Although the harvefi and colleétion were de- 
layed beyond the ufual time, yet we find by the 
proceedings of your government, and particularly 
by Mr. Mackay's minute of the 29th of May, 
1776, and alfo by the dobeer's account, that the 
grcatefi part of the grain was cut do\vn whiH1: 
the nabob remained in the government of the 
country. 
It is difficult, from the contradi8:ory allegations 
on the fubjeé1:, to afcertain \vhat \\
as the precife 
amount of the colleéìions made after the nabob 
ceafed to have the poffeffion of the country. But 
whatever it was, it appears fron1 general Stuart's 
letter of the 2d of April, 1777, that it hJ.d been 
afferted with good authority, that the far greater 
part of. the government {hare of the crop was plun- 
dered by individuals, and never came to account 
in the rajah's treafury. 
Under all the circun1fiances of this cafe, we mull 
be of opinion, that the government lhare of the 
crop of 1776 belonged to the nabob, as the then 
reigning fovereign of the kingdom of Tanjore, lIe 
being de Jaffa, in the full and abfolute po{feffion 
of the government thereof, and confequently that 
the 
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the affignlnents made by him of the governmeut 
fhare of the crop \vere valid. 
Neverthelef.'), we would by no means be under. 
flood by this opinion to fuggefi, that any further 
demands ought to be made upon the rajah, in re. 
fpeét of fuch parts of the governillent fhare of the 
crop as were colleéted by his people. 
For, on the contrary, after fo great a length of 
tÏtne as hath elapfed, we fhould think it highly un.. 
jufi that the rajah fhould be now cOlllpelled, either 
to pay the fuppofed balances, whatever they may 
be, or be called upon to render a fpecifick account 
of the colleaion made by his people. 
The rajah has already, in his letter to governour 
Stratton, of the 2111: of April, 1777, given his af- 
furance, that the produce of the preceding year, 
accounted for to him, ,vas little more than one 
lack of pagodas; and as you have acquainted us, 
by your letter of the 14th of Oaober, 1779, that 
the rajah has aaually paid into our treafury one 
lack of pagodas, by "pay of depofit, on account 
of the nabob's clahns to the crop, till our fenti- 
ments íhould be known, "Te dlreét you to furceafe 
any further demands frolll the rajah on that ac- 
count. 
'\Ve learn by the proceedings, and particularly 
by the nabob's letter to lord Pigot, of the 6th of 
July, 1776, that the nabob previous to the refio- 
ration of the rajah, aétually made affignments, or 
granted 
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granted tunca\vs of the whole of his fhare of the 
crop to his creditors and troops; and that your 
government (entertaining the fame opinion as 
\ve do upon the quefiion of right to. that {hare) 
by letter to the rajah of the 20th of Augufi:, 1776, 
recommended to hin1 " to refiore to Mr. Benfield 
" (one of the principal aflignees or tunca"t-holder
 
c, of the nabob) the grain of the laft year, \vhich 
" \vas in poffeffion of his people, and faid to be 
" forcibly taken from thelll; and further, to give 
" Mr. Benfield all reafonable affifiance in recover- 
" ing fuch debts as íhould appear to have been 
" jufily due to him froin the inhabitants; and ac- 

, quainted the rajah, that it had been judged by 
., a majority of the council, that it \vas the com- 

, pany's intention to let the nabob have the pro- 

, duce of the crop of 1776, but that you had no 

, intention that the rajah fhould be accountable 
" for more than the governn1ent {hare, \\'hatever 
" that might be; and that you did not mean to 
... do more than recommend to him to fee juftice 
" done, leaving the nlanner and time to himfelf." 
Subfequent reprefentations appear to have been 
nlade to the rajah by your governnlcnt on the 
!:LIne fubjea, in favour of the nabub's mort- 
gages. 
In anf\ver to thefe applications, the rajah, in his 
letter to Mr. Stratton, of the 12th January, 1777, 
acquainted rou, "that he had given orders re- 
" fpetting 
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" fpeétingthe grain which Mr. Benfield had heaped 
" up in his country; and with regard to the 
" 1110ney due to him by the farmers, that he had 
" defired Mr. Benfield to bring accounts of it, that 
" he might limit a time for the payment of it, 
" proportionably to their ability, and that the ne.. 
" ceffary orders for flopping this money out of 
" the inhabitants {hare of the crop, had been fent 
" to the ryots and aumildars; that Mr. Benfield's 
" 
omafiah \\Tas then prefcnt there, and overfa\v 
" his affairs; and that in every thing that was juft 

, he (the rajah) willingly obeyed our governour 
" and council." 
Our opinion being, that the rajah ought to be 
anfwerable for no more than the amount of \vhat 
he admits \vas colleéted by his people for the go- 
vernment {hare of the crop; and the proceedings 
before us not fufliciently explaining whether, in 
the fum which the rajah, by his before-mention- 
ed letter of the 2 I fi April, I 777., adilli ts to have 
colleéted, are included thofe parts of the govern. 
ment {hare of the crop which were taken by his 
people from Mr.. Benfield., or fronl any other of 
the affignees., or tuncaw.holders; and uninformed 
as we alfo are., what compenfation the rajah has or 
has not made to Mr. Benfield, or any other of the 
parties from", horn the grain \\Tas taken by the ra- 
jah's people; or whether, by means of the rajah's 
refufal fo to do, or from any other circumfiance, 
any 
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any of the perfons difpoffeffed of their grain, may 
have had recourfe to the nabob for fatisfaéHon; 
\ve are, for thefe reafons, incompetC:':nt to form a 
proper judgment what difpofition ought in jufiice 
to be made of the one lack of pagodas depofited 
by the rajah. But as our fcntiments and inten- 
tions arc fo fully expreffed upon the whole fubjeå, 
\ve prefume you, who are upon the fpot, can have 
no doubt or diflìculty in rnaking fuch an applica- 
tion of the depofit as will be confifient with thofe 
principles of jufiice whereon our fentiments are 
founded. But fhould any fuch difficulty fuggefl: 
itfelf, you will fufpend any application of the depo- 
fit, until you have fully explained the fame to us, 
and have received our further orders. 
. With rcfpeét to the repairs of the Anicut and 
banks of the Cavery, we have upon various occa- 
fions fully exprcffcd to you our fentiments, and 
in particular, in our general letter of the 4th July 
1777, we referred you to the invefiigation and 
correfpondence on that fubjeét of the year 1764, 
and to the report made by Mr. J alnes Bourchier, 
on his perfonal furvey of the waters, and to feve- 
rallettcrs of the year 1765 and 1767; "\ve alfo, by 
our faid general letter, acquainted you, that it 
appeared to us perfeåly reafonable that the rajah 
íhould be permitted to repair thofe banks, and the 
Anicut, in the fame manncr as had been praaifed 
in times paftj and we direéted you to d1:abli1h 
VOL. IV. C c fuch 
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fuch regulations, by reference to forn1er ufage, for 
keeping the faid banks in repair, as \vould be 
effeåual, and remove all caufe of complaint in 
fu ture. 
Notwithfianding fuch our infiruéHons, the ra- 
jah, in his letter to us of the 15th Oétober I 7 8 3, 
complains of the defiruaioll of the Anicut; and 
as the cultivation of the Tanjorc 
ountry appears, 
by all the furveys and reports of our engineers elll- 
played on that fervice, to depend altogcthcr on a 
fupply of water by the Cavcry, which can only be 
fecured by keeping the Anicut and banks in re- 
pair, we think it nccc{fary to repeat to you our 
orders of the 4th July 1777, on the fubjeå of thofe 
repaIrs. 
And further, as it appears, by the furveyand 
report of :LVIr. Pringle, that thofe repairs are attend- 
ed with a much heavier expence \vhen done with 
materials taken from the Tanjore difiriét, than 
with thofe of Trichinopoly,- and that the lail men- 
tioned materials are far preferable to the other, it 
is our order, that if any occurrences íhould Illake 
it neceffary or expedient, you apply to the nabob 
in our name, to dcfire that his highnefs \viII permit 
proper fpots of ground to be fet out, and bounded 
by proper marks on the Trichinopoly fide, \vhere 
the rajah and his people may at all tÏ1nes take fand 
and earth fufficient for thefe repairs; and that his 
bighnefs will grant his l<;afe of fuch fpots of lan.d 
for 
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for a certain term ùf yc,us to the company, at a 
reafonable annual rent, to the intent that through 
you the cultivation of the Tanjore country may 
be fecured, without infringing or impairing the 
rights of the nabob. 
If any attempts have been, or fhall be hereafter 
made to divert the ,vater from the Cavery into 
the Coleroon, by contraéting the current of thf! 
Uppcr or Lower Cavery, by planting long grafs,. 
as mentioned in Mr. Pringle's report, or by any 
other means, \ve have no doubt his highnefs, on a 
proper reprefentation to him in our name, wiH 
prevent his people from taking any lneafures de. 
trin1ental to the Tanjore country, in the profpe... 
rity of which his highnefs, as ,vell as the company, 
is materially interefied. 
Should you fuccecd in reconciling the nabob to 
this meafure, ,ve think it but juft, that the pro- 
pofed leafe 1hall remain no longer in force than 
whilfi the rajah fhall be punåual in the payment of 
the annual pefhcu1h to the nabob, as well as the 
rent to be referved for the fpots of ground. And 
in order cffcétually to remove all future occafions 
of jealoufy and complaint behveen the parties, 
that the rajah on the one hand Inay be fatisfied 
that all neccífary works for the cultivation of his 
country will be Inade and kept in rcpair; and that 
the nabob on the other hand Inay be fatisficd that 
no encroachment on his fights can be made, nor 
C C 2 any 
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any works detrÏtnental to the fertility of his coun- 
try ereB:ed; we think it proper that it fhould be 
recommended to the par!ies, as a part of the ad- 
jufiment of this very important point, that fkilful 
engineers, appointed by the company, be employed 
at the rajah's expence to conducr all the neceffary 
works, ,vith the firiåefi attention to the refpec- 
tive rights and interefis of both parties. This will 
remove every probability of injury or difpute; 
but fhould either party unexpeåedly conceive 
them[elves to be injured, hnmediate redrefs might 
be obtained by application to the government of 
Madras, under whofe appointment the engineer 
will acr, without any difcuffion beh,veen the par tics, 
which might difiurb that harlllony \vhich it is fa 
much the willi of the company to efiablifh and 
preferve, as efTcn tial to the prc[perity and peace of 
the Carnatick. 
Having now, in obediencc to the direåions of 
the acr of parliament, upon the fullefi cOllfidera- 
tion of the indetenllinate rights ::nd pretcnfions 
of thc nabob and rajah, pointed out fuch 111eafures 
and arrangelnents as in our judgu1ent and difcre- 
tion will be bell: calculated to afcertain and iettle 
the fame, \ve hope, that upon a candid confidera- 
tion of the whole [yfiem, although each of the 
parties may feel difappointed in our decifion on 
particular points, they \viII be convinced that we 
have been guided in our invefiigation by principles 
of 
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lrfThitehall, 
Olloher 27, 17 8 4, 


of firiél: jufiice and impartiality, and that the mofi 
anxious attention has been paid to the fubfiantial 
interefis of both parties, and fuch a general and 
comprehenfive plan of arrangement propofed, as 
will moil: effeåually prevent all future diffatisfac- 
tion. 
Approved by the board. 
HENRY DUNDAS, 
W ALSINGHAM, 
W. W. GRENVILLE, 
MULG RAVE. 
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Referred to from p. 279 and 287. 


Extraél: of a letter fron1 the Court of Direétors, 
to the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George, 
as amended and approved by the Board of Con- 
trol. 


'VE have takcn into our confideratÏon the fe- 
vcral advices and papcrs received from India, re- 
lative to the affignment of the revenues of dIe 
C.lrnatick, from the conc1ufion of the Bengal 
treaty to the date of your letter in Oétober 1783, 
C c 3 together 
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together with the reprefentations of the nabob ot 
the Carnatick upon that fubjeB:; and although 
we might contend, that the agreement fhould fub. 
fill till we are fully rein1burfed his highnefs's pro. 
portion of the expences of the \var, yet froln a 
principle of moderation and perfonal attachment 
to our old ally, his highnefs the nabob of the Car- 
natick, for whofe dignity and happinefs we are 
ever folicitous, and to cement more firongly, if 
poffible, that mutual harmony and confidence 
\vhich our conncB:ion Inakes fo eITentially nece[. 
fary for our reciprocal :C'lfety and \velfare, and for 
removing from his mind c'1-'cry idea if fecret defign on 
our part to leßèn his authority o.-ver the internal go- 
'lJern11lent if the Carnatick, and the colleB:ion and 
adminillration of its revenues, \ve have refoh?cd 
that the affignment fhall be furrendered; and \Vc 
do accordingly direét our prefident, in \vhofc niune 
the affignment was taken, without delay, to Curren. 
der the f
lll1e to his highnefs. But while wc hay", 
adopted this refolution, we repofc entire confi. 
dence in his highnefs, that, aB:uated by the fame 
motives of liberality, and feelings of old frienòûlip 
and alliance, he will chearfully and infiantly ac. 
cede to fuch arrangements as are neceffary to be 
adopted for our common fafety, and for preferv- 
ing the refpeét, rights, and interefis \ve enjoy in 
the Carnatick. The following arc the heads and 
principles of fud1 an arrangcl11ent as \ve are dcd. 
fivdy 
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five1y of opinion mufi be adopted for thefe pur.. 
pofes, viz. 
That fol' making a provifion for difcharging the 
nabob's jufi debts to the company and individuals 
(for the payment of which his highne[s has fa fre- 
quently expreffed the greatefi folicitude) the nabob 
fhall give flucar ftcurity for the punflual payment, by 
. Ù!flalments, into the company's trea[ury, of t\velve 
Jacks of pagodas per annum (as voluntarily pro- 
pofed by his highnefC)) until thofe debts, with inte.. 
refl:, fliall be difcharged; and fhall alfo confent 
that the equitable provifion lately made by the Bri.. 
tuh lcgifiature for the liquidation of tho[e debts, 
alld fllch refolutions and determinations as we {han 
hereafter make, under the authority of that provi.. 
fion for the liquidation and adjufiment of the {aid 
debt
, bonâ fide incurred, {hall be carried into fun 
force and effeét. 
Should any difficulty arifè between his highnefs 

nd our governlllcnt of Fort St. George, in refpeét 
to the reJpoJýìbility of the Jollcar fccurity, or the times 
and tenns of the infl:aln1cnts, it is our plcafurc that 
you pay ob
di
nL
 to the orders and rcfolutions of 
\)\.\r governour general and council of Bengal in 
refp
å thereto, not doubting but the nabob will 
in fuch ca[
 con[ent to abide by the determination 
of our [aid fupreme government. 
Although, from the great confidence \VC repofe 
in the honour al1J integrity of thc nabob, and 
c: c 4 front 
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from an earnefi defire not to fubjeB: him to an}" 
embarraffment on this occafion, we have not pro- 
pofed any fpecifick affignment of territory or re- 
venue for fecuring the payments aforefaid, 'we 
neverthelefs think it our duty, as wen to the pri- 
vate creditors, ,vhofe interefis in this refpeB: have 
been fo folemnly intrufied to us by the late aB: of 
parliament, as from regard to the debt due to the 
company, to infifi: on a declaration that in the 
event of the failure of the fecurity propofed, or in 
default of payment at the fiipulated periods, \ve 
referve to ourfelves full right to demand of the 
nabob fuch additional fecurity, by affignment on his 
country, as íhall be effeB:ual for anf\\Tering the 
purpofes of the agreement. 
After having conciliated the mind of the nabob 
to this meafure, and adjufied the particulars, you 
are to carry the L1.nle into execution by a formal 
deed between his highncfs and the company, ac- 
cording to the tenour of thefe infiruB:ions. 
As the adillinifiration of the Britiíh interefis 
and conneéìions in India has in fame refpecrs af- 
fumed a ne\v fhape by the late aB: of parlian'1ent, 
and a general peace in India has been happily ac... 
complHhed, the prcfent appears to us to be the 
proper period, and \-vhich cannot without great 
imprudence be olnitted, to fettle and arrange, by 
a jufi and equitable treaty, a plan for the future 
defence and proteétion of the Carnatick, both in 
time 
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tin1e of peace and war, on a folid and lafiing 
foundation. 
For the accomplifhment of this great and necef.. 
fary objeét, we direét you, in the name of the com- 
pany, to. ufe your utmofi: endeavours to imprefs 
the expediency of, and the good effeéts to be de- 
rived from, this meafure, fo firongly upon the 
minds of the nabob and the rajah of Tanjore, as 
to prevail upon them, jointly or feparately, to en- 
ter into one or more treaty or treaties with the 
company, grounded on this principle of equity, 
That all the contraéting parties fhall be bound to 
contribute jointly to the fupport of the military 
force and garrifons, as 'well in peace as in war. 
That the military peace efiablifhment fhall be 
forthwith fettled and adjufied by the conlpany, in 
purfuance of the authority and diredions given 
to them by the late aét of parliarnen t. 
J\.s the payment of the troops and garrifons, oc- 
c:afional expences in the repairs and improvements 
of fortifications, and other fervices incidental to a 
military efiablifil111ent
 mull of necdIìty be punc- 
tual and accurate, no latitude of perfonal affurance 
or reciprocal confidence of either of the parties 
on the other, mufi be accepted or required; but the 
nabob and rajah mull of neceffity fpecify particu- 
lar difiri& and revenues for fecùring the due and 
regular payment of their contributions into the 
treafuryof the company, \vith ",horn the charge 
of 


\ 
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of the defence of the coafi:, and of courfe the 
po\ver of the fword, muft be exc1ufively intrufted, 
",rith power for the company, in cafe of failure 
or default of fuch payments, at the flipulated 
times and feafons, to enter upon and poffefs fuch 
diftriB:s, and to let the eîme to renters, to be 
confirmed by the nabob and the rajah refpeétive1y; 
but trufting that in the execution of this part of 
the arrangeillent no undue obftruétion ,vill be 
given by either of thofe po\vers, we direB:, that 
this part of the treaty be coupled with a moft po- 
:litive affurance, on our part, of our determina- 
tion to fupport the dignity and authority of the 
nabob an
 rajah, in the exc1ufive adlniniftration 
of the civil government and revenues of their re- 
iþeétive countries; and further, that in cafe of any 
}\ofiility COllllllitted againft the territories of either 
of the contraéting parties, on the coaft of Coro. 
mandel, the \vhole revenues of their refpeB:ive 
territories fhall be confidered as one cornU10n 
flock, to be appropriated in the comnlon caufe of 
their defence-That the COlnpany on their part 
{hall engage to refrain, during the war, from the 
Jpplication of any part of their revenues to any 
coml11ercial purpofes whatfoever, but apply the 
whole, fave only the ordinary charges of their 
civil governl11ent, to the purpofcs of the war- 
That the nabob and the rajah fhall in like manner 
engage on their p:uts to refrain, during the war, 
froln 
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flom the application of any part of their revenues, 
fave only what {hall be aétually neceflåry for the 
fupport of thel11felves, and the civil government 
of their refpeétive countries, to any other pur.. 
pofes than that of defraying the expences of fuch 
military operations as the company may find it 
nece{fary to carryon for the common fafety of 
tþeir interefis on the coaft of Coromandel. 
And to obviate any difficulties or mifunderftand. 
ing which might arife frolll leaving indeterminate 
the fum nece{fary to be appropriated for the civil 
efiabli{hment of cach of the refpeåive powers]! 
that the fum be now afcertained which is indif.. 
penfably neceffary to be applied to thofe purpofes, 
and \vhich is to be held facred under every emer- 
gency, and fet apart previous to the application of 
the reft of the revenues, as hereby fiipulated, for 
the purpofes of mutual or C01!1llIOn defence againft 
any enemy, for clearing the incunlbrance which 
may have become neceITarily incurred in addition 
to the expenditure of thofe revenues which 11llffi be 
al'-..vays dæmed part of the 'Z.CJar eJlablifhment. This 
,,'e think abfolutely nece{fary, as nothing can tend 
fo much to the prefervation of peace, and to pre- 
vent the renewal of hofiilities, as the early putting 
the finances of the feveral po\vers upon a clear 
fouting; and the {hewing to all other power
, 
that the conlpany, the nabob, and the rajah, are 
firnlly united in one COmnlQn caufe, andcol11bined 
111: 
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in one fyfiem of permanent and vigorous defence, 
for the prefervation of their refpeåive territories, 
and the general tranquillity. 
That the ,vhole aggregate revcnue of the con- 
traåing parties {hall, during the ,var, be under the 
application of the company, and fhall continue as 
long after the war as fhall be neæ.ffåry, to difcharge 
the burthens contraEled by it; but it mull be de- 
clared, that this provifion fhall in no refpeéì: ex- 
tcnd to deprive either the nabob or the rajah of 
the fubfiantial authority neceff"ary to the colleåion 
of the revenues of their refpeåive countries_ But 
it is meant that they {hall faithfully perform the 
conditions of this arrangement; and if a divifion 
of any part of the revenues, to any other than the 
fiipulated purpofes, fhall take place, the cOl11pany 
fhall be entitled to take upon themfelves the col.. 
leåion of the revenue. 
The company are to engage, during the time 
they fhall adminifier the revenues, to produce to 
the other contraåing parties regular accounts of 
the application thereof to the purpofes llipulated 
by the treaty, and faithfully apply them in fup- 
port of the war. 
Arid lailly, as the defence of the Carnatick is 
thus to reft with the company, the nabob fhall be 
fatisfied of the propriety of avoiding all unnecef- 
fary expcnce, and will therefore agree not to main- 
tain a great'er number of troops than {hall be ne- 
çeffary 
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ccffary for the fupport of his dignity, and the 
fplendour of the durbar, ,vhich nUInber :fhall be 
fpecified in the treaty; and if any military aid is 
requifite for the fecurity and colleå:ion of his re- 
venues, other than the fixed efiablifhment employ- 
ed to enforce the ordinary colleåions, and preferve 
the police of the country) the company mufl: be 
bound to furniíh him with fuch aid: the rajah of 
Tanjore mull likewife become bound by fil11ilar 
engagements, and be entitled to fimilar aid. 
As, in virtue of the powers vefl:ed in lord IVIa- 
cartney, by the agreement of December, 178 I, 
fundry leafes, of various periods, have been grant- 
ed to renters, we direå:, that you apply to the na- 
bob, in our nal11e, for his confent, that they inay 
be permitted to hold their leafes to the end of the 
fiipulated term; and ,,,-e have great reliance to on 
the liberality and fpirit of acco111modation mani- 
fefl:ed by the nabob on fo nlany occafions, that he 
will be difpofed to acquiefce in a propofition fo 
jlffi and reajònable; but if, contrary to our expec- 
tations, his highnefs fhould be impreffed \vith any 
particular averfion to comply \vith this propofi- 
tion, \ve do not defire you to infifl: upon it as an 
effential part of the arrangement to take place be- 
tween us; but in that event you l11Ufl: take cfpe.. 


. For the ground of this
 great reliance," fee the papers in 
this Appendix, NO.5-; as alto the nabob's It:tters to the court 
of direétors in this A ppendix, 
 o. 10. 


cial 
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cial care to give fuch indemnification to the ren.. 
ters for any lofs they may fufiain, as you judge to 
be reafonable. 
It equally concerns the honour of our govern.. 
ment, that fuch natives as may have been put in 
any degree of authority over the colleéHons, in 
confequence of the deed of affignment, and who 
have proved faithful to their trufi, fhall not fuffer 
inconvenience on account of their fidelity. 
Having thus given our fentiments at large, as 
well for the furrcnder of the affignment, as with 
regard to thofe arrangements ,vhich we think ne. 
ceffary to adopt in confequence thereof, we can. 
not difmifs this fubjeB: without expreffing our 
high eft approbation of the ability, moderation, and 
command oj temper, ,vith which our prefident at 
Madras has conduåed himfelf in the management 
of a very delicate and ern barraffing fituation. His 
conduB:, and that of the feleB: committee of Fort 
St. George, in the execution of the trufi delegated 
to lord Macartney, by the nabob Mahomed Ally t 
has been vigorous and effeé1:ual, for the purpofe 
of realizing as great a revenue, at a crlfis of necef- 
fity, as the nature of the cafe admitted; and the 
imputation of corruption, fuggefied in fame of the 
proceedings, appears to be totally groundlefs and 
unwarranted. 
While we find fo much to applaud, it is with 
regret we are induced to advert to any thing 
which 
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which may appear worthy of blame, as the fiep of 
i{fuing the Torana Chits in lord Macartney's o\vn 
name can only be jufiified upon the ground of ab- 
folute neceffity; * and as his Iordíhip had every 
reafon to believe that the demand, when madc:t 
would be irkfome and difagreeable to the feelings 
of Mahomed Ally, every precaution ought to have 
been ufed, and more time allowed, for proving 
that neceffity, by previous aéts of addrefs, civility, 
and conciliation, applied for the purpofes of ob- 
taining his authority to fuch a meafure. It ap- 
pears to us, that more of this might have been 
ufed; and therefore W'C canDot confider the omif- 
ÍÌon of it as blamelefs, confiftent with our wifhcs 
of fanilifying no aa contrary to the fpirit of the 
agreement, or derogatory to the authority of tbe 
nabob of the Carnatick, in the exercife of any of 


, 
.. .For the full proof of this neceffity, lord 1\1acartney's whole 
correfpondence on the fubjeét: may be referred to. "ithout the 
aét: here condemned, not one of the aéts commended in the pre- 
ceding paragraph could be performed. By referring to the na- 
bob's letters in this Appendix it will be feen what fort of taik 
a governour has on his hands, who is to ufe, according to the di- 
reétion of this letter, " aéts of addrefs, civility, and conciliation, 
and to pay, upon all occaGons, the highejl attelltion" to perfons, 
who at the very time are falfely, and in the groffeft terms, ac- 
cufing him of peculation, corruption, treafon, anù every fpecies 
of malverfation in office. The recommenùation, under mena.ceø 
of fueh behaviour, and under fueh circumftances, cOD\'eys a lef. 
fon, the tendency of which cannot be mifunderftood. 


hh 
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his juft rights, in the government of the people 
under his authority. 
We likewife obferve, the nabob has complained 
that no official communication was made to him 
of the peace, for near a month after the ceífation 
of arms took place. This, and every other mark 
of difrefpeét to the nabob, will ever appear highly 
reprehenfible in our eyes; and we direét that you 
do, upon all occafions, pay the higheR attention to 
him and his family. 
Lord Macartney, in bis n1inute of the 9th of 
September lafi, has been fully under our confide. 
ration: 'we {hall ever applaud the prudence and 
forefight of our fervants, \vhich induces them to 
collecr and communicate to us, every opinion, or 
even ground of fufpicion, they may entertain, re. 
lative to any of the po,vers in India, with whofe 
conduét our interefi, and the fafety of our fettle- 
ments, is eífentially conneéted. At the fame time 
we earneftly recommend, that thofe opinions and 
fpeculations be communicated to us with pru... 
dence, difcretion, and all poffible fecrecy; and the 
terms in which they are conveyed be exprdfèd in a 
manner as little o.ff'e'!five as prflìble to the powers whom 
they may concern, and into whofe hands they may fall. "" 
We 


'*' The delicacy here recommended in the 'e:rprdJiolls concern- 
ing conduét " with which the fafety of our fettlements is effen... 
" tially conneéted," is a le{[on of the fame nature with the for... 
mer. 
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We next proceed to give you our fentiments 
refpeåing the private debts of the nabob; and we 
cannot hut acknowledge, that the origin and jufiice, 
both of the loan of 1767, and the 10J.n of 1777, 
cOlnmonly called the cavalry loan, appear to us 
clear and indifputable, agreeable to the true fenCe 
Jnd fpirit of the late aa of parlialllent. 
In fpeaking of the loan of 1767, 've are to be 
underftood as fpeaking of the debt as conftituted 
by the original bonds of that year, bearing intereH: 
at 101. per cent.; and therefore, if any of the na- 
bob's creditors, under a pretence that their debts 
made part of the confolidated debt of 1767, al- 
though fecured by bonds of a fubfequent date, 
carrying an intereft exceeding] 01. per cent. fhall 
claim the benefit of the following orders, ,ve di. 
rea that you pay no regard to fuch claims, with. 
out further efpecial infiruaions for that purpofe. 
\VÌth refpeét to the confolidated debt of 1777, 
it certainly fiands upon a lefs favourable footing. 


mer. Dangerous detîgns, if truly fuch, ought to be expreífed 
according to their nature and qualities; and as for the ftcrec!f 
recommended concerning the deiìgns here alluded to, nothing 
can be more abfurd, as they appear very fully and direéHy in 
the papers publiíhed by the authority of the court of direétors 
in 1775, and may be eafily difcerned from the propotìtions for 
the Bengal treaty, publithed in the Reports of the Committee 
of Secrecy, and in the Reports of the Selett Commiuee. The 
keeping of fuch fecfets too long has been one caufe of the Car- 
natick war, and of the ruin of our affairs in India. 


VOL. IV. 


Dd 


So 



4 0 2 


APPENDIX, NO.9. 


So early as the 27th March, 1769, it was or. 
dered by our then prelìdent and council of Fort 
St. George, that for the preventing all perfons 
living under the company's proteétion from hay. 
ing 
ny dealings with any of the country po\vers, 
or their minifiers, 'wilh
ut the knowledge or con. 
fent of the board, an advertifement fhould be pub. 
lifhed, by fixing it up at the fea
gatc, and fending 
round a copy to the company's fcrvants and inha- 
bitants, and to the diffcrent fubordinates, and our 
garrifons, and giving it out in gencral orders; 
flating therein, that the prefident and council did 
confider the irrcvcrfible order of the court of di. 
reétors of the year 1714 (whereby their people 
'were prohibited froil1 having any dealings with 
the country governl11ents in money Illatters) to be 
in full force and vigour; and thereby exprefsly 
forbidding all fcrvants of the company, and other 
:Europeans under their jurifdiétion, to n1ake loans, 
or have any money tranfaétions with any of the 
princes or fiates in India, ,vithout fpedal licence 
and permiffion of the prefident and council for 
the time being, except only in the particular cafes 
there mentioned; and declaring, that any \vilful 
deviation therefrom fllould be deemed a breach of 
orders, and treated as fuch. And on the 4th of 
March 1778, it was refolved by our prefident and 
council of Fort St. George, that the confolidated 
debt of 1777 was not, on any refpeét whatever, 
conduéted 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 403 
conducred under the aufpices or protecrion of that 
government; and on the circumftance of the con- 
[olidation of the faid debt being made known to 
us, we did, on the 23d of December, 1778, write 
to you in the following terms: "Your account 
" of the nabob's private debts is very alarming; 
" but from whatever caufe or caufes thofe debts 
" have been contracred or increafed, we hereby 
" repeat our orders, that the fanétÏon of the com- 
" pany be on no account givcn to any kind of fe- 
" curity for the payment or liquidation of any 
" part thereof (except by the exprefs authority of 
" the court of direcrors) on any account or pre- 
" tence whatever." 
The loan of 1777, therefore, has no fanaion or 
authority frolTI us; and in confidering the fitua- 
tion and circumfiances of this loan, we cannot 
omit to obferve, that the creditors could not be 
ignorant how greatly the affairs of the nabob \vere 
at that time deranged, and that his debt to the 
company was then very confiderable; the pay- 
ment of \vhich the parties took the moil effeB:ual 
means to poilponc, by procuring an affignment 
of fuch fpecifick revenues, for the difcharge of 
their own debts, as alone could have enabled the 
nabob to have difcharged that of the company. 
Under all thefe circumfiances, we fhould be 
warranted to refufe our aid or protecrion in the 
recovery of this loan; but when we confider the 
D d 2 in
Àpl.Jicnc} 
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inexpediency of keeping the fubje8: of the nabob's 
debts longer afloat than is ab[olutely neceffary; 
\vhen we confider how much the final conclufion of 
this bufine[s will tend to promote tranquillity, cre. 
dit, and circulation of property in the Carnatick; 
and when \ve confider that the debtor concurs \vith 
the creditor in eftablifhing the jufiice of thofe debts 
confolidated in 1777 into gro[s fU111S, for \vhich 
bonds \vere given, liable to be transferred to per- 
fons different from the original creditors, and hav. 
ing no fhare or kno\vledge of the tran[aét:ions in 
which the debts originated, and of cour[e how 
little ground there is to expecr any fubfiantial 
good to refult from an unlimited invefiig;ition 
into them, we have re[olved [0 far to recognife 
the juftice of thofe debts, .is to extend to them 
that proteB:ion ,vhich, upon more forcible grounds, 
\ve have [een cau[e to allow to the other t\vo claffes 
of debts. But, although \ve [0 far adopt the ge- 
neral prefumption in their favour, as to admit 
them to a participation in the manner hereafter 
direB:ed, we do not mean to debar you froil1 re- 
ceiving any complaints againfi thofe debts of 1777, 
at the infiance either of the nabob him[elf, or of 
other creditors !njured by their being fo admitted, 
or by any other perfons having a proper interefi, 
or fiating rea[onable grounds of objeét:ion; and 
if any complaints are offered, we order that the 
grounds of all fuch be attentively examined by 
you, 
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you, and be tranfmitted to us, together \vith the 
evidence adduced in fupport of them, for our 
final decifion; and as \ve have before direéted, 
that the furn of twelve lacks of pagodas, to be re- 
ceived annually from the nabob, fhould be paid 
into our treafury, it is our order that the fame 
be difiribu ted according to the following arrange- 
ment. 
That the debt be made up in the following 
manner, viz. 
The debt confolidated in 1767 to be made up 
to the end of the year 1784, \vith the current in- 
terefl: at ten per cent. 
The cavalry loan to be made up to the fame pe- 
riod, \vith the current intereft at t
elve per cent. 
The debt confolidated in 1777 to be made up 
to the fame period, with the current interefi at 
twelve per cent. to November, 1781, and from 
thence with the current intereft at fix per cent. 
The twelve lacks annually to be received, are 
then to be applied, 
I. To the gro\ving interefi: on the cavalry loan, 
.it twelve pcr cent. 
2. To the gro\ving intcrcfi on the debt of 1777, 
.1t fix per cent. 
The remainder to be equally divided; one half 
to be applied to the extinétion of the companyts 
debt, the other half to be applied to the payment 
of growing intcrcft at 101. per cent. and to""ards 
thr difrh:lrJ;c of the principal of the debt of 1767. 
D d 
 Thi'i 
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This arrangement to continue till the principal 
of the debt 1767 is difcharged. 
The application of the twelve lacks is then to 
be, 
1. To the interefi of the debt 1777, as above. 
The remainder to be then equally divided; one 
half towards the difcharge of the current intereft 
and principal of the cavalry loan, and the other 
balf towards the difcharge of the company's debt. 
'Vben the cavalry loan fhall be thus difcharged, 
there fhall then be paid, towards the difcharge of 
the company's debt, feven lacks. 
To the growing interefi and capital of the 1777 
Joan, five lacks. 
When the company's debt {hall be difcharged, 
the whole is then to be applied in dif
harge of the 
debt 1777. 
If the nabob fhall be prevailed upon to apply 
the arreårs and growing payments of the Tanjorf' 
peíhcuíh in further difcharge of his debts, over 
and above the twelve lacks of pagodas, we direét 
that the whole of that payment, ,vhen made, !hall 
be applied towards the reduétion of the company's 
debt. 
We have laid do\vn thefe general rules of dif.. 
tribution, as appearing to us founded on jufiice, 
and the relative circumftances of the different 
debts; and t!lcrefore ,ve give our au thority and 
protecrion to thein onl} on the fuppofition that 

hey who aík. our protecrion acquiefce in the con. 
dition 
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clition upon which it is given; and therefore \ve 
exprefsly order, that if any creditor of the nabob, 
a fervant of the company, or being under our pro- 
teétion, {hall 
efufe to exprefs his acquiefcence in 
thefe arrangements, he {hall not only be excluded 
from receiving any {hare of the fund under your 
difiribution, but fhall be prohibited from taking 
any feparate meafures to recover his debt from 
the nabob, it being one great inducement to our 
adopting this arrangement, that the nabob {hall 
be relieved from all further difquietude by the 
importunities of his individual creditors, and be 
left at liberty to purfue thofe meafurcs for the 
profperity of his country, which the embarraff- 
Inents of his fituatÏon have hitherto deprived him 
of the InC.lns of exerting. And ,\.e further direét, 
that if any creditor :fhall be found refraétory, or 
difpofed to difiurb the arrangement \\7e have fug- 
gelled, he !hall be di[miíTed the fervice, and fent 
honle to England. 
The direétions \ve have given only apply to the 
three clafiès of debts \vhich have come under our 
obfcrvatioll. It has been furmifed, that the nabob 
lu:; of hte contraél:ed further debts; if any of 
thefe are due to Britifh fubjeéts, we forbid any 
countenance or proteétion whatever to be given 
to them, until the debt is fully invelligated, the 
nature of it reported home, and our fpecut infiruc- 
t ions upon it receh.ed. 
D d 4: ,,, 
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We cannot conclude this fubjeél:, without ad. 
verting in the firongefl: terms to the prohibitions 
which have from time to time iffued under the au. 
thority of different courts of direa:ors againfi any 
of our fervants, or of thofe under our proteétion, 
having any money tran(\éHons \vith any of the 
country powers, without the knowledge and 
previous confent of our refpedive governments 
abroad; we are happy to find that the nabob, fen- 
fible of the great embarraffillents both to his o\vn 
and the company's affairs, which the enormou
 
aillount of their private claims have occafioned, is 
willing to engage not to incur any ne\v debts with 
individuals, and \ve think little diflìculty win be 
found in perfuading his highnefs into a pofitivc 
fiipulation for that purpofe; and though the lt
. 
giílature has thus hurnanely interfered in behalf of 
fuch individuals as l11ight othenvife have been re- 
duced to great difirefs by the pail tranfaél:ions, \ve 
hereby, in the mofi pointed and pofitive terms, re
 
peat our prohibition upon this fubjeB:; and di. 
rea: that no perfon, being a fervant of the com. 
pany, or being under our proteél:ion, {hall, on any 
pretence whatever, be concerned in any loan or 
other money tranfaél:ion with any of the country 
powers, unlets with the kno\vledge and exprefs 
pennit1ìùn of Ollr refpettive governillents. And 
if any of our fcrvants, or others being under our 
proteétion, fhall be difcovered in any refpett coun. 
teraétinf' 
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tera8:ing thefe orders, ,ve firi8:ly enjoin you to 
take the firfi: opportunity of fending them home 
to England, to be punifhed as guilty of di[obe. 
dience of orders, and no prote8:ion or affifiance 
of the company {hall be given for the recovery of 
any loans conneéted ,vith fuch tranfaétions. Your 
particular attention to this fubjeét is firiaIy en- 
joined; and any connivance on your parts, to 
 
breach of our orders upon it, will incur our 
higheft difpleafure. 
In order to put an end to thofe intrigues, which 
have been [0 fuccefsfully carried on at the nabob's 
durbar, we repeat our prohibition in the firongeft 
terms refpeðing any intercourfe between Britifh 
tubjeéts and the nabob and his fàmily, as we are 
convinced that fuch an intercour[e has been car.. 
ried on greatly to the detriment and expence of 
the nabob, and merely to the advantage of indi.. 
viduals. We therefore direa, that all perfons who 
fhall offend againft the letter and fpirit of this ne.. 
ceffary order, whether in the company's fervice, 
or under their proteétion, be fortlnvith fent to 
England. 


fifTbitehall, 
15 th Oll. J784. 


Approved by the Board. 
HENRY DUNDAS, 
,V ALSINGHAl\l, 
'\v. W. GRENVILLE, 
MULGRAVE. 
Extraét 
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ExtraB: from the Reprefentation of the Court of 
Direåors of the EaR India Company. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
IT is with extreme concern that we exprefs a 
difference of opinion with your right honourable 
board, in this early exercife of your controlling 
power; but in fo novel an infiitution, it can 
ièarce be thought extraordinary, if the exaB: boun- 
daries of our refpeB:ive funåions and duties 
fhould not at once, on either fide, be precifely and 
familiarly underfiood, and therefore confide in 
your juRice and candour for believing that we 
have no willi to evade or frufirate thc falutary pur- 
pofes of your inflitution, as we on our part are 
thoroughly fatisfied that you have no willi to en- 
croach on the legal powers of the Eafi India con1- 
pany: we fhall proceed to fiate our objeéì:ions to 
fuch of the amendillents as appear to us to be either 
infufficent, inexpedient, or unwarranted. 


6th. Concerning the private Dcbts of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and the Application of the Fund of 
twelve Lacks of Pagodas per AnnUlll. 


Under this head YQu are pleafed, in lieu of our 
paragraphs, to fubfiantiate at once the jufiice of all 
thofe demands \vhich the acr requires us to invef- 
tig-ate, fubjeå only to a right referved to the 
nabob, 
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nabob, or any other party concerned, to queftion 
the jufiice of any debt falling within the lafi of the 
three claffes; we fublnit, that at leaft the oppor- 
tunity of quefiioning, within the limited time, 
the jufiice of any of the debts, ought to have been 
fully preferved; and fuppofing the firft and fe.. 
cond claLfes to nand free from imputation (as we 
incline to believe they do) no injury can refult to 
individuals from fuch difcuffion: and we further 
fubmit to your confideration, how far the exprefs 
direéHon of the aél: to examine the nature and 
origin of the debts has been, by the amended pa- 
ragraphs, cOlnplicd with; and whether at leafl: 
the rate of interefl, according to which the debts 
arifing from foucar affignment of the land reve- 
nues to the fervants of the company, aéHng in the 
capacity of native bankers, have been accumulated, 
ought not to be inquired into, as \vell as the rea- 
fonablenefs of the deduaion of 25 per cent. which 
the Bengal government direéted to be made froln 
a great part of the debts on certain conditions. 
But to your appropriation of the fund, our duty 
requires that \ve lhould flate our firongefi diffent. 
Our right to be paid the arrears of thofe expences, 
by which, almofl to our o\vn ruin, \ve have pre- 
ferved the country, and all the property conneéted 
with it, from falling a prey to a foreign conque. 
ror, furely fiands paramount to all claims for 
former debts upon the revenues of a country fa 
preferved, 
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preferved, even if the legiflature had not exprefsly 
limited the affiftance to be given the private cre.. 
ditors to be fuch as íhould be confifient with our 
O\VD rights. The nabob had, long before paffing 
the aét, by treaty with our Bengal government, 
agreed to pay us feven lacks of pagodas, as part of 
the t\velve lacks, in liquidation of thofe arrears, 
of \vhich feven lacks the arrangement you have 
been pleafed to lay down would take away from 
us more than the half, and give it to private cre- 
ditors, of wbofe demands there are only about a 
flXth part which do not fiand in a predicament that 
you declare would not entitle them to any aid or 
proteaion from us in the recovery thereof, were 
it not upon grounds of expediency, as will more 
particularly appear by the annexed efiimate. Un- 
til our debt {hall be difcharged, we can by no 
means confent to give up any part of the feven 
lacks to the private creditors; and we hUlnbly ape 
prehend, that in this declaration we do not ex- 
ceed the limits of the authority and rights velled 
in us. 


The 
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The Right honourable the Commiffioners for the 
Affairs of India. 


fhe REPRESENT A TION of the Court of Direc- 
tors of the Eafi India Company. 


1\-ly Lords and Gentlemen, 
THE court having .duly attended to your rea- 
fonings and decifions, on the fubjeéts of Arnee and 
Hanamantagoody, beg leave to obferve, with due 
deference to your judgment, that the direétions 
we had given in thefe paragraphs, which did not 
obtain your approbation, fiill appear to us to have 
been conflfient with jufiice, and agreeable to the 
late aa of parliament, which pointed out to us, 
as ,ve apprehended, the treaty of J 762 as our 
guide. 


Signed by order of the faid court, 


THO. 1\10RTON, Sec. 


Eafllndia Haufe, 
tbe 3d November, 17 8 4. 


Extraét 
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Extra8: of a Letter from the Commiffioners for 
the Affairs of India, to the Court of Direétors, 
dated 3d November, 1784, in Anfwer to their 
Remonfirance. 


Sixth Article. 
WE think it proper, confidering the particular 
nature of the fubjeét, to fiate to you the following 
remarks on that part of your reprefentation which 
relates to the plan for the difcharge of the nabob's 
debts. 
dì. You compute the revenue which the Car- 
natick may be expeéted to produce only at twenty 
lacks of pagodas. If we concurred with you in 
this opinion, we íhould certainly feel our hopes of 
advantage to all the parties from this arrangement 
confiderably diminiíhed. But 'we trull, that we 
are not too fanguine on this head, when we place 
the greatell reliance on the ellimate tranfrilitted 
to you by your prefident of Fort St. George, hav- 
ing there the bell means of information upon the 
faét, and fiating it with a particular view to the 
fubjeét matter of thefe paragraphs. Some allO\V- 
ance, we are fenfible, mull be made for the diffe- 
rence of colleétion in the nabob's hands, but we 
trull not fuch as to reduce the receipt nearly to 
what you fuppofe. 


2dly. 
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2dly. In making up the amount of the private 
debts, you take in compound interefi at the diffe- 
rent rates fpecified in our paragraph. This it ,vas 
not our intention to allow; and left any mifcon- 
ception íhould arife on the fpot, ""e have added an 
exprefs direaion, that the debts be made up with 
fimple interefi only, from the time of their refpec- 
tive confolidation. Claufe F f. 
3d1y. \Ve have alfo the firongeft grounds to 
believe, that the debts will be, in other refpeas, 
confiderably lefs than they are now computed by 
you; and confcquently, the company's annual 
proportion of the t\ve1ve lacks ,vill be larger than 
it appears on your efiimate. But even on your 
o',,""n fiatement of it, if we add to the 150,0001. or 
3,75,000 pagodas (which you take as the annual 
proportion to be received by the company for five 
years to the end of 1789) the annual amount of 
the Tanjore peíhcuíh for the fame period, and the 
arrears on the peíhcufh (propofed by lord Ma- 
cartney to be received in three years); the whole 
will make a fum not falling very íhort of pagodas 
35,00,000, the amount of pagodas 7,00,000 per 
annum for the f
llne period. And if ,ve carry our 
calculations farther, it will appear that, both by 
the plan propofed by the nabob, and adopted in 
your paragraphs, and by that \vhich \ve tranfmit- 
ted to you, the debt from the nabob, if taken 
at 3,000,0001. will be difcharged nearly at the 
fame 
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fame period, viz. in the courfe of the eleventh 
year. We cannot therefore be of opinion that 
there is the fmalleft ground for objecring to this 
arrangement, as injurious to the interefts of the 
company, even if the meafure were to be confi.. 
dered on t he mere ground of expediency, and 
,vith a view only to the wifdom of re-eftablHhing 
credit and circulation in a commercial fettlement, 
without any confideration of thofe n10tives of at- 
tention to the feelings and honour of the nabob, 
of humanity to individuals, and of juftice to per- 
fons in your fervice, and living under your pro.. 
teaion, 'which have aétuated the legißature, and 
which afford not only jufiifiable, but commend- 
able grounds for your conducr. 
Impreffed ,vith this conviB:ion, \ve have not 
made any alteration in the general outlines of the 
arrangement which we had before tranfmitted to 
you. But, as the amount of the nabob's revenue 
is matter of uncertain conjeéture, and as it does 
not appear juft to us, that any deficiency :lhould 
fall wholly on anyone clafs of thefe debts, we 
have added a direétion to your government of 
Fort St. George, that if, notwithftanding the pro.. 
vifions contained in our former paragraphs, any 
deficiency íhould arife, the payments of what 
{hall be received {hall be made in the fame propor- 
tion which would have obtained in the divifion of 
the whole twelve lacks, had they been paid. 
APPENDIX, 
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Referred to frol11 p. 309. 


[THE following extracrs are fubjoined, to {hew 
the matter and the fiyle of reprefentation employed 
by thofe who have obtained that afcendency over 
the nabob of Arcot, \\rhich is defcribed in the letter 
marked No.6. of the prefent Appendix, and which 
is fo totally defiruaive of the authority and credit 
of the lawful Britiíh government at Madras. The 
charges l11ade by thefe perfons have been folemnly 
denied by Lord T\1:acartney; and, to judge from 
the charaB:er of the parties accufed and accufing, 
they are probably void of all foundation. But as 
the letters are in the name and under the fignature 
of a perfon of great rank and confequence among 
the natives; as they contain matter of the moO: 
ferious nature; as they charge the moO: enormous 
crimes, and corruptions of the grofièO: kind, on a 
Britifu govern our ; and as they refer to the na- 
bob's minifier in Great Britain for proof and fur- 
ther elucidation of the matters complained of, 
common decency, and common policy, demanded 
an inquiry into their truth or falfhood. The writ- 
ing is obvioußy the produét of fame Eng1iíh pen. 
If, on inquiry, thefe charges íhould be made good 
VOL. IV. E e (a thing 
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(a thing very unlikely) the party accufed \vould 
become a jufi objeét of animadverfion. If they 
fhould be found (as in all probability they \vould 
be found) falfe and calumnious, and fupportcd by 
forgery, then the cenfure would fall on the accufer; 
at the fame time the neceffity \vould be n1anifefi 
for proper meafures towards the fecurityof go- 
vernment againfi fuch infall10us accufations. It is 
as neceffary to proteét the hondl faIlle of virtuou
 
governours, as it is to punifh the corrupt and ty- 
rannical. But neither the court of direétors nor 
the board of control have made any inquiry into 
the truth or falfhood of thefe charges. They have 
covered over the accufers and accufcd with abun- 
dance of compliments. They have infinuated fOlne 
oblique cenfures; and they have recommended 
perfeå hanllony between the chargers of corrup- 
tion and peculation, and the perfons charged with 
thefe crimes.] 


13th Odober, 1782. Extraéè of a tranßation of 
a letter from the nabob of Arcot tø the chair. 
111 an of the court of direétors of the Eafi India 
company. 


" FATALLY for me, and for the publick in- 
terefi, the company's favour and my unbounded 
confidence have been lavifhed on a man totally 
unfit for the exalted fiation in \vhich he has been 
pbced't 
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placed, and unworthy of the trufts that have been 
repofed in him. \Vhen I fpeak of one ,vho has 
fo deeply nabbed my honour, my wounds bleed 
afrefh, and I mufi be allowed that freedom of ex.. 
preffion which the galling reflecrion of my injuries 
and my misfortunes naturally draws from me. 
Shall your fervants, unchecked, unreftrained, and 
unpunifhed, gratify their private views and ambi.. 
tion, at the expence of my honour, my peace, and 
my happinefs, and to the ruin of my country as 
well as of all your affairs? No fooner had lord Ma- 
cartney obtained the favourite objeå of his ambi- 
tion, than he betrayed the greatefi infolence to- 
wards me, the moil: glaring negleå of the common 
civilities and attentions paid me by all former go- 
vernours, in the worfi of times, and even by the 
lTIofi inveterate of my enemies. I-Ie infulted my 
fervants, endeavoured to defame my charaéter by 
unjufily cenfuring n1Y adminifiration, and ex- 
tended his boundlefs ufurpation to the whole go- 
vernment of my dominions, in all the branches 
of judicature and police; and, in violation of the 
exprefs articles of the agreements, proceeded to 
fend renters into the countries, unapproved of by 
me, men of bad charaéter, and unequal to my 
management or refponfibility. Though he is 
chargeable ,vith the greatefi aéts of cruelty, even 
t') the fhedding the blood and cutting off the 
nofes and ears of my fubjecrs, by thofc exercifing 
E C 2 hi
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his authority in the countries, and thJ.t even the 
duties of religion and publick worfilÍp have been 
interrupted or prevented; and, though he carries 
on all his bufinefs by the arbitrary exertion of 
military force, yet does he not collea from the 
countries one-fourth of the revenue that fhould 
be produced. The f1:atement he pretends to hold 
forth of expeéted revenue, is totally fallacious, 
and can never be realized under the management 
of his lordfhip, in the appointment of renters, 
totally difqualified, rapacious, and irrefponfible, 
who are aétually eillbezzling and diffipating the 
publick revenues that fhould afiìfi in the fupport 
of the war. Totally occupied by his private views, 
and governed by his pafiìons, he has negleåed or 
facrificed all the eífential objecrs of publick good, 
and by want of co-operation 
vith Sir Eyre Coote, 
and refufal to furnifh the army ,vith the nece{fary 
fupplies, hàs rendered the glorious and repeated 
viaories of the gallant general ineffectual to the 
expuHìon of our cruel enen1Y. To cover his infuf. 
ficiency, and veil the difcredit attendant on his 
failure in every mealÌ1re, he throws out the 1110fi 
illiberal expreffions, and infiitutes unjufi accula. 
tions againfi me; and, in aggravation of all the 
difireífes Ï1npofed upon Ine, he has abetted the 
meanefi calumniators, to bring fonvard fal1è 
charges againfi Ine, and Iny fon Ailleer-ul-Onuah, 
in order to create cmbarrafiinent, and for the dii: 
trefs 
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trefs of my mind. My papers and ,vritings fent 
to you, I11uft tefiify to the whole ,vorld the ma- 
levolence of his defigns, and the means that have 
been ufed to fonvard them. He has violently 
feized and opened all letters addreffed to me and 
my fervants, on my publick and private affairs. 
lVly vackeel, that attended him, according to an- 
cient cufiom, has been ignominioully difmiffed 
from his prefence, and not fuffered to approach the 
governme!lt-houfe. He has in tl1e meanefi. man- 
ner, and as he thought in fecret, been tampering 
and intriguing with my family and relations for 
the 'worfi of purpofes. And if I expn
fs the ago- 
nies of Iny mind under thefe moO: pointed injuries 
and opprdnons, and complain of the violence and 
injufiice of lord Macartney, I am infulted by his 
affcéted conftruB:ion, that my communications are 
diåated by the infinuations of others. At the 
fan1c time that his confcious apprehenfions for his 
nlifconduå, have produced the mofi abjecr appli- 
cations to me, to fmother n1Y feelings, and en- 
treaties to write in hi:
 lordfhip's favour to Eng- 
land, and to fubmit aU IllY affairs to his direc- 
tion. \Vhen his fubmiffions have failed to mould 
111e to his ,vill, he has endeavoured to effecr his 
purpofes by menaces of his fecret influence with 
thofe in power in England, v:hich he pretends to 
a{fert, {haB be efTeétual to confirm his ufurpation, 
tlnd to deprive 111e and my f.unily, in fuccefiion, 
E e 3 of 
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of my rights of fovereignty and government fQr 
ever. To fuch a length have his paffions and vio- 
lences carried him, that all nlY family, my depen- 
dants, and even my friends and vifitors, are perfe- 
cuted with the firongefi marks of his difpleafure. 
Every fuadow of authority in my perf on is taken 
from me, and rcfpeå to my name difcouraged 
throughout the ,vhole country. When an officer 
of high rank in his majefiy's fervice was fome time 
fince introduced to me by lord lVlacartney, his 
lordfhip took occafion to fhe\v a perfonal derifion 
and contempt of me. IVlr. Richard Sulivan, who 
has attended my durbar under tþe ëOlllmiffion of 
the governour general and council of BCl1gal, has 
experienced his rcfentment; and Mr. Benfield, 
with ';,f.'hom I have no bUJÌ11efs, and \vho, as he has 
been accufiomed to do for many years, has con- 
tinued to pay n1e his vifits of refpea, Ius felt the 
weight of his lordíhip's difpleafure, and has had 
every unmeritcd infinuation thrown out againfi 
hiIll, to prejudice hirrl, and deter him from paying 
me his compliments as ufual. 
" Thus, gentlemen, have you delivered me over 
to a firanger; to a man unacquainted ,vith govern- 
ment and bufinefs, and too opinionated to learn; 
to a man whore ignorance and prejudices operate 
to the negleB: bt every good Ineafure, or the liberal 
co-operation with any that willi '''ell to the pub- 
lick interefis; to a man who, to purfue his own 
paffions, 
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paflìons, plans, and defigns, will certainly ruin all 
mine, as \veIl as the company's affairs. His mif- 
management and obfiinacy have caufed the lofs 
of many lacks .of my revenues, diffipated and em- 
bezzled, and every publick confideration facrificed, 
to his vanity and private views. I beg to offer 
an infiance in proof of my affertions, and to jufiify 
the hope I have, that you will caufe to be made 
good to me all the loffes I have fufiained, by the 
mal-adminifiration and bad praåices of your fer- 
vants, according to all the account of receipts of 
former years, and which I made known to lord 
lYlacartney, amongfi other papers of information, 
in the beginning of his management in the collec- 
tions. 'The difiric1: of Ongole produced annually, 
upon a medium of many years, ninety thoufand 
pagodas; but lord Macartney, upon receiving a 
jlf111 of money fr(Jnz ROlllChulldry, '" let it out to him, 
in April lafi, for the inadequate rent of 50,000 
pagodas per annum, dÍ111inifhing, in this difiriét 
alone, near half the accufiomed revenues. After 
this nlanner hath he exercifed his powers over 
the countries, to fuit his own purpofes and de.. 
lÎgns; and this fecret mode has he taken to reduce 
the colleaions." 


r# Set' Tellinga letter at the end of this correrpondence. 
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d1: November, 1782. Copy of a Letter froll1 the 
Nabob of Arcot to the Court of Direétors, &c. 
Received 7th April, 17 8 3. 


THE difire{fes \vhich I have fet forth in my 
forn1er letters, are no\v increafed to fuch an alarm- 
ing pitch, by the imprudent meafures of your go- 
vernour, and by the arbitrary and impolitick con- 
duB: purfued with the merchants and importers 
of grain, that the very exifience of the fort of 
lVladras feems at fiake, and that of the inhabitants 
of the fettlement appears to have been totally over- 
looked; many thouh1nds have died, and continue 
hourly to perifh of famine, though the capacity 
of one of your youngeft fervants, with diligence 
and attention, by doing juftice, and giving rea- 
fonable encouragement to the merchants, and by 
drawing the fupplies of grain which the northern 
countries \vould have atForded, might have fecured 
us againft all thofe dreadful calamities. I had \vith 
much difficulty procured and purchafed a fmall 
quantity of rice, for the ufe of lnyfelf, my family, 
and attendants, and ,vith a view of fending off the 
greatefi part of the latter to the northern coun- 
tries, with a little fubfifience in their hands. But 
what mufi: your furprife be, when you learn, that 
even this rice \vas feized by lord Macartney, with 
a military force! and thus am I unable to provide 
for the few people I have about me, who are 
driven 
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dri ven to fuch extremity and mifery, that it gives 
me pain to behold them. I have defired permiffion 
to get a little rice from the northern countries for 
the fubfifience of my people, without its being 
liable to feizure by your fepoys: this even has been 
refufed me by lord Macartney. 'Vhat mufi: your 
feelings be, on fuch ,vanton cruelty, exercifed to- 
wards me, when you confider that of thoufands 
of villages belonging to me, a fingle one would 
have fufficed for my fubfiftence! 


22d March, 1783. Tranfiation of a Letter from 
the Nabob of Arcot to the Chairman and Di- 
reétors of the Fafl: India Company.-Received 
froill Mr. James Macpherfon, I fl: Jan. 1784. 
" I AM willing to attribute this continued ufur- 
pation to the fear of deteétion in lord Macartney: 
he dreads the awful day \vhen the fcene of his 
enormities win be laid open, at my refi:oration to 
my country, and when the tongues of my oppref- 
fed fubjeéts will be unloofed, and proclaim aloud 
the cruel tyrannies they have fufiained. Thefe 
fentiments of his lordfhip's defigns are corrobo- 
rated by his fending, on the loth infiant, two 
gentlemen to me and my fon Ameer-ul.Omrah; 
and thefe gentlemen from lord Macartney efpeci- 
ally fet forth to me, and to my fon, that all de- 
pendance on the pO\\Ter of the fuperiour govern- 
ment of Bengal, to enforce the intentions of the 
company 
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company to refiore IllY country, 'was vain and 
groundlefs; that the cOlllpany confided in his lord- 
{hip's judgment and difcretion, and upon his re- 
prefentations, and that if I, and my fon, Ameer-ul- 
Omrah, would enter into friendfhip with lord Ma- 
cartney, and fign a paper, declaring all my charges 
and complaints againfi him to be falfe, that his 
lordfhip l11ight be induced to write to England, 
that all his allegations againfi me and my fon were 
not well-founded; and, notwithfianding his decla. 
rations to ,,'ithhold my country, yet on thefe con- 
lìderations, it might be fiill refiored me. 
" \\rhat lTIufi be your feelings for your ancient 
and faithful friend, on his receiving fuch infults to 
his honour and underfianding froill your principal 
fervant, armed with your authority? From thefe 
Inanæuvres, amongfi thoufands I have experienc- 
ed, the truth mufi evidently appear to you, that I 
have not been loaded \vith thofe injuries and op- 
preffions from motives of publick fervice, but to 
J.nfwer the private vie\vs and interefis of his lord. 
fhip, and his fecret agents: flme papers to this point 
are inclofed; others, almofi \vithout number, mufi: 
be fublnitted to your jufiice, 'when tÏ111e and dr- 
cUJnfiances ,viII enable me fully to invefiigate thofe 
tranf.1.é1:ions. This opportunity ,viII not permit 
t he full reprefentation of IllY load of injuries and 
difireffes: I beg leave to refcr you to my minifier, 
11r. J\Iacpherfon, for the papers, according to the 
indofed lin-, ,vhich accompanied my !aft difpatches 
by 
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by the Rodney, which I fear have failed; and my 
correfpondence with lórd Macartney, fubfequent 
to that period, fuch as I have been able to prepare 
for this opportunity, are inclofed. 
" Notwithftanding all the violent aås and decla- 
rations of lord Macartney, yet a confcioufnefs of 
his own mifconducr was the fole incentive to the 
menaces and overtures he has held out, in various 
fhapes. He has been infultingly laviíh in his ex- 
preffions of high refpeå for my perfon; has had 
the infolence to fay, that all his meafures flowed 
from his affeåionate regard alone; has prefumed to 
fay, that all his enlnity and opprcffion \vere levelled 
at my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, to whom he before 
acknowledged every aid and affifiance: and, his 
lordfuip being without any jufi caufe or founda- 
tion for complaint againfi us, or a veil to cover his 
own violences, he has no\v had recourfe to the 
meannefs, and has dared to intimate of my fon, in 
order to intimidate Ine, and to firengthen his own 
wicked purpofes, to be in league \vith our enemies 
the French. You l11Ufi doubtlefs be afionifhed, 
no lefs at the affur Llnce, than at the abfurdity of 
fuch a wicked fuggefiion." 


. 


., 


(In the nabob's o\vn hand.) 
" P. S. In my own hand-\vriting I acquainted 
Mr. Hafiings, as I nU\V do my ancient friends the 
company, with the infult offered to my honour and 
underfiallding, in the extraordinary propofitions 
fent 
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fent to me by lord IVlacartney, through hvo gen- 
tlemen, on the loth infiant, fo artfully veiled with 
menaces, hopes, and promifes. But ho\v can lord 
l\lacartney add to his enormities, after his wicked 
and calumniating inlinuations, fo evidently direét- 

d againfi nle and IllY family, through my faithful, 
my dutiful, and beloved fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
who, you well know, has been ever born and bred 
amongfi the Englilli, whom I have fiudioußy 
brought up in the \Vafmeft fentiments of affeétion 
and attachmcnt to them; fentiments, that in his 
maturity have been his higheft ambition to im- 
prove, infomuch that he kno,vs no happinefs, but 
in the faithful fupport of our alliance and con- 
nexion with the Englifh nation?" 


1 2th Augufi, and Pofifcript of the 16th Augufi
 
17 8 3. Tranfiation of a Letter to the Chair. 
Ulan and DireB:ors of the Eafi-India COlnpany. 
Received froln lVlr. JalT1es IVlacpherfon, 14 th 
January, 1784. 
" YOUR afionifllnlent and indignation will be 
equally raifed with mine, when you hear that your 
prefident has dared, contrary to your intention, 
to continue to ufurp the privileges and hereditary 
po,vers of the nabob of the Carnatick, your old 
and unfhaken friend, and the declared ally of the 
king of Grcat Britain. 
" I will not take up your time hy enumerating 
the 
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the particular aéts of lord Macartney's violence, 
cruelty, and injufiice; they indeed occur too frequent- 
ly, and fall upon me, and my devoted jubjefls and COUll- 
try, too thick, to be regularly related. I refer you to 
my minifier, Mr. James Macpherfon, for a more 
ârcun!fiantial account of the oppnjfions and enormities 
hy 'which he has brought both mine and the compa- 
ny's affairs to the brink of defiruB:ion. I truft 
that fuch flagrant violations of all jufiice, honour, 
and the faith of treaties, ,viH receive the fevereft 
marks of your difpleafure, and thilt lord lVlacart- 
ney's conduét, in making ufe of your name and 
J.uthority as a fanétion for the continuance of his 
ufurpation, will be difdaimed váth the utmofi in- 
dignation, and followed with the feverefi punHh- 
Inent. I conceive that his lordfhip's arbitrary re- 
tention of Iny country and governmcnt can only 
originate in his inJatiable cravings, in his impla- 
cable malevolence againfi: me, and through fear of 
deteétion, which mufi follo\v the furrender of the 
Carnatick into IllY hands, of thofe nefarious pro- 
ceedings, which are now fuppreffed by the anll of 
violence and po\\.er. 
" I did not fail to reprefent to the fupreme go- 
vernment of Benbal the deplorable fituation to 
\vhich I ,vas reduced, and the uIUl1erited perfecu- 
tions I have unremittingly fufiained frolTI lord IVla- 
cartney; and I earnefily implored them to firetch 
forth a faving ann, and interpofe tl1.lt control- 
linO" 
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ling po\ver which was veiled in them, to check 
rapacity and prefumption, and preferve the honour 
and faith of the company from violation. The 
governour-general and council not only felt the 
cruelty and injufiice I had fuffered, but \vere 
greatly alarmed for the fatal confequences that 
might re[ult fro 111 the difirufi of the country 
powers in the profeffions of the Englifh, when 
they faw the nabob of the Carnatick, the friend 
of the company, and the ally of Great Britain, 
thus firipped of his rights, his dominions, and hi& 
dignity, by the 1110fi fraudulent means, and under 
the l11aík. of friendfl1ip. The Bengal government 
had already heard both the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam urge as an objeétion to an alliance with 
the Englifh, the faithlefs behaviour of lord !VIa- 
cartney to a prince whofe life had been devoted, 
and whofe treafures bad been exhaufied, in 
their fervÏce and fupport; and they did not he- 
· fitate to give pofitive orders to lord Macartney 
for the refiitution of my government and autho- 
rity, on fuch terms as were not only firiétly ho- 
nourable, but equally advantageous to my friends 
the company; for they jufily thought that my ho- 
nour and dignity, and flvereign rights, were the 
firfi: objeéts of my wifhes and ambition: But ho\v 
can I paint my afionifhment at lord Macartney's 
prefumption, in continuing his ufurpation, after 
their pofitive and reiterated mandates! and, as if 
nettled 
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nettled by their interference, which he difdained, 
in redoubling the fury of his violence, and facri- 
ficing the publick and myfelf, to his malice and 
ungovernable paffions! 
" I am, gentlemen, at a lofs to conceive \vhere 
his ufurpation will fiop, and have an end. Has he 
not folemnly declared that the aflignment \vas 
only made for the fupport of war? and, if neither 
your infirucrions, nor the orders of his fuperiours 
at Bengal, \vere to be confidered as effeð:ual, has 
not the treaty of peace virtually determined the 
period of his tyrannical adminillration? But fo far 
from furrendering the Carnatick into n1Y hands, 
he has, fince that event, af1ìxed advertifements to 
the walls and gates of the Black To,vn, for letting 
to the bell bidder the various difiriB:s, for the 
term of three years; and has continued the com- 
mittee of revenue, \vhich you pofitivelyordered 
to be aboliíhed, to \VhOlI1 he has allo\ved enor- 
mous falaries, frolll 6000 to 4000 pagodas per an- 
num, ,vhich each meillber has received from the 
time of his appointment, though his lordfhip \vell 
knows that moll of them arc by your orders dif- 
qualified, by being lny principal creditors. 
" If thofe aéÌs of violence and outrage had been 
produB:ive of publick advantage, I conceive his 
lordfhip might have held them fonvard, in eÀte- 
nuation of his condua; but whilfi he cloaks his 
jufiification under the yeil of your records, it is 
impoffible 
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impoflìble to refute his affcrtions, or to expofe to 
you their fallacy; and when he is no longer able 
to fupport his conducr by argument, he refers to 
thofe records, \vhere, I underfiand) he has exer- 
cifed all his fophifiry and l11alicious infinuations, 
to render me and my faillily obnoxious in the 
eyes of the company, and the Britiíh nation; and 
\vhen the glorious viétories of Sir Eyre Cbote 
bave been rcndered abortive by a confiant defi. 
ciency of fupplies; and when, fince the departure 
of that excellent general to Bengal, ,vhofe lofs I 
mufi ever regret, a dreadful famine, at the clofe 
of !aft year, occafioned by his lordfhip's negleét to 
lay up a fufficient ftock of grain at a proper {ea. 
fon, and from bis prohibitory orders to private 
merchants; and \vhen no exertion has been made, 
nor advantage gained over the enemy; when Hy- 
der's death and Tippoo's return to his own domi. 
nions operated in no degree for the benefit of our 
affairs; in íhort, when aU has been a continued 
feries of difappointn1ent and difgrace under lord 
Macartney's management (and in him alone has 
the managel11ent been veiled), I \vant \vords to 
convey thofe ideas of his infufficiency, ignorance, 
and obfiinacy, which I am convinced you would 
entertain, had you been fpecrators of his ruinous 
and deftruéèive conducr. 
" But againil l11e and my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
has his lordíhip's vengeance chiefly been exerted; 
even 
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even thè company's own fubordinate zemindars 
have found better treatment, probably becaufe 
they were more rich; thofe of Nizanagoram have 
been permitted, contrary to your pointed orders, 
to hold their rich zemindaries at the old difpropor.. 
tionate rate of little more than a fixth part of 
the real revenue; and my zemindar of Tanjore, 
though he fhould have regarded himfelf equally 
concerned with us in the event of the "rar, and 
from whofe fertile country many valuable harvefi:s 
have been gathered in, which have fold at a vaft 
price, has, I underfiand, only contributed lafi year, 
towards the publick exigencies, the very inconfi- 
derable fum of one Jack of pagodas, and a fe,v 
thoufan
 pagodas-worth of grain. 
" I am much concerned to acquaint you, that 
ever fince the peace a dreadful famine has f wept 
away many thoufands of the follo,vers, and fepoys 
families of the army, from lord Macartney's ne- 
gleét to fend down grain to the camp, though the 
roads are crowded '\vith veffels: but his lordíhip 
has been too intent upon his own difgraceful 
fchemes, to attend to the '\vants of the army. The 
negotiation with Tippoo, '\\'hich he has fet on foot 
through the mediation of Monfieur Buffy, lias 
employed all his thoughts, and to the attainlllent 
of that objeét he will facrifice the dearefi interefis 
of the company to gratify his malevolence againft 
U1e, and for his o'\vn private advantages. The en- 
VOL. IV. F f deavour 
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deavour to treat ,vith Tippoo, through the means 
of the French, mufi firike you, gentlemen, as 
highly improper and impolitick; but it mufi raife 
your utmofi indignation to hear, that by inter- 
cepted letters from Buffy to Tippoo, as well as 
from their refpeB:ive vakeels, and from various 
accounts from Cuddalore, we have every reafon to 
conclude that his lordihip's fecretary, Mr. Staun- 
ton, when at Cuddalore, as his agent to fettle the 
ceffation of arms ,vith the French, was infornled 
of all their operations and projeéts, and c01ýequently 
that lord Macartney bas fecretly connived at Monfieur 
Bl!fJy'S recommcndation to Tippoo to return into the 
Carnatick, as the means of procuring the 111o.fl advan- 
tageous terms, and furnifhing lord Alfacartlley witb 
the plea of necdfity for concluding a peace after his oum 
manner: and what further confirms the truth of 
this facr is, that rcpeated reports, as well as the 
alarms of the inhabitants to the wefh\'..lrd, leave 
us no reafon to doubt that rfippoo is approaching 
towards us. His lordíhip has iffued publick or- 
ders, that the garrifon flore of rice, for \vhich we 
are indebted to the exertions of the Bengal go- 
vernment, íhould be Í111nledi..ltely difpofed of, and 
has firiéHy forbid all private grain to be fold; bÿ 
\vhich aét he efIèétuaHy prohibits all private im- 
portation of grain, and Jnay eventually caufe as 
horrid a famine as that which "'e experienced at 
the clofe of Iaft year, frOIn the f..11ue fhort-fighted 
polic
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policy and defiruétive prohibitions of lord Ma- 
cartney. 
" But as he has the fabrication of the records 
in his own hands, he trufis to thofe partial repre- 
fentations of his charaB:er and conduét, becaufe 
the fignatures of thofe members of government 
\vhom he feldom confults, are affixed, as a publick 
fanB:ion; but you may form a jufi idea of their 
correc1nefs and propriety, when you are informed, 
that his lordíhip, upon my noticing the heavy difburfe- 
ments made for Jecret fervice money, ordered the fUnis 
to he flruck o.ff
 and the accounts to he erafed from the 
cafh-hook of the company; and I think I cannot give 
you a better proof of his management of my coun- 
try and revenues, than by calling your attention 
to his con duB: in the Ongole province, and by 
referring you to his lordillip's adminifiration of 
your o\vn jaghire, frOlll ,vhence he h3ß brought 
to the publick account the fum of twelve hundred 
pagodas for the lail year's revenue, yet blazons 
forth his vall merits and exertions, and expcél:s to 
receive the thanks of his cOllllnittee and council. 
-1 will beg leave to refer you to my n1inifier, 
James Macpherfon, efq. for a n10re particular ac- 
count of my fuffcrings and n1iferies, to whom I 
have tranÜllitted copies of all papers that paífed 
\vith his lordfhip. 
" I cannot conclude \\'ithout calling your atten- 
tion to the fituation of my different creditors, whofe 
claims are the claims of jufiice, and whore de- 
F f 2 mands 
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n1ands I am bound by honour, and every moral 
obligation, to difcharge; it is not therefore with- 
out great concern I have heard infinuations tend- 
ing to quefiion the legality of their right to the 
paymcnt of thofe jufi: debts; they proceeded from 
advances made by thenl openly and honourably 
for the fupport of my own and the publick affairs. 
But I hope the tongue of calumny will never 
drown the voice of truth and jufiice; and while 
that is heard, the wifdom of the Englifh nation 
cannot fail to accede to an effeåual reilledy for 
their difirefTcs, by any arrangelnent in \\'hich their 
c1aiu1s n1ay be duly confidered, and equitably pro- 
vided for; and for this purpofe Iny l11inifier, Mr. 
Macpherfln, will readily fubfcribe, in my name, to any 
agreement you may tbink proper 10 adopl, founded on 
the fame principles ,,"ith either of the engagelllents 
I entered into with tht: fupreme govcrInnent of 
Bengal, for our mutual intercfi: and advantage.
 
I always pray for your happinefs and profperity." 


6th Septelnber, and Pofifcript of 7th Septenlber't 
17 8 3. Tranflation of a Letter fro 111 the Nabob 
of Arcot to the ChairulJn and Direåors of the 
Eafi-India COlnpany.-Received from Mr. Jalnes 
.Nlacpherfon, 14 th January, 1784. 


" I REFER you, gentlelnen, to my inc10fed du- 
plicate, as well as to nlY Ininificr, 1\1r. Macpherfon.. 
for 
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tor the particulars of my fufferings. There is no 
,\Yord or aé1:ion of Inine that is not perverted; 
and though it was my intention to have fent ß1Y 
fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, ,vho is well verfed in my 
affairs, to Bengal, to imprefs thofe gentlemen with 
a full fenfe of my íìtuation, yet I find myfelf obliged 
to lay it afide, from the infinuations of the calum- 
niating tongue of lord Macartney, that takes every 
licence to traduce every aåion of my life, and that 
of my fon. I am informed that lord Macartney, 
at this late moment, intends to \vrite a letter; I 
am ignorant of the fubjeé1:; but fully perceive, 
that by delaying to fend it till the very eve of the 
difpatch, he means to deprive me of all poffibility 
of communicating my reply, and forwarding it 
for the information of my friends in England. 
Confcious of the ,veak ground on which he fiands,. 
he is obliged to have recourfe to thefe artifices to 
miflcad the judgment, and fupport for a time his 
unjufiifiable mea[urcs by deceit and illlpofition. 
I \viíh only to mcet J.nd con1bat his charges and 
.lllcg,ltions f..lirly and openly; and I have repeat- 
eùly and urgently demanded to be furnifhed ,vith 
copies of thoie parts of his fabricated rccords reIa- 
tÏ\ e to myfdf; but as he ,vcll kno\vs I íhould re- 
lute his fúphifirr, I cannot bc furprifed at his re
 
fufal, though I lal11ent that it prevents you, gen- 
tlemen, from a cle:u invefiigation of his concluéè 
to\\Y3.nb me. 


}' f .
 


" Inclofcd 


, 
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" Inclofed you have a tranfiation of an arzee 
from the killidar of Vellore: I have tholffands of the 
fame kind; but this jufi no\v received will ferve to 
give you fome idea of the miferies brought upon 
this my devoted country, and the wretched inhabi. 
tants that ren1ain in it, by the oppreffive hand of 
lord Macartney's management; nor will the embez. 
zlements of colleflio12s thus obtained, 'when brought 
before you in proof, appear lefs extraordinary, 
which fhall certainly be done in due time." 


Tranflation of ah Arzee, in the Perfian Language, 
from Uzzeem ul Doen Cawn, the Killidar of 
Vellore, to the Nabob, dated IÍ!: September
 
1783. Inc
ûfed in the Nabob's Letter to the 
Court of Direétors, September, 1783. 


" I HAVE repeatedly reprefented to your high- 
Defs the violences and opprcffions exercifed by the 
prefent arnildar [colleé1:or of revenue] of lord 
Macartney's appointmeñt, over the few' remaining 
inhabitants of the difiriB: of V cllore, Ambore, 
Saulguda, &c. 
" The outrages and violences now committed, 
are of that afioniíhing nature as \vere never 
known or heard of during the adminifiration of 
the drear. Jlydcr Naik, the cruellcfi of tyrants, 
ufed every kind of oppreffion in the circar coun- 
tries; 
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tries; but even his meafures were not like thofe 
now purfued. Such of the inhabitants as had efo. 
caped the fword and pillage of Hyder Naik, by 
taking refuge in the \voods, and within the walls 
of V cHore, &c. on the arrival of lord Macartney's 
amildar to Vellore, and in confequence of his cowIe 
of proteétion and fupport, moll chearfully return- 
ed to the vilIage5, fer about the cultivation of the 
lands, and with great pains rebuilt their cottages. 
-But now the amildar has imprifoned the wives 
and children of the inhabitants, feized the few 
jewels that 'were on the bodies of the women, and 
then, before the faces of their huíbands, flogged 
them, in order to make them produce other jewels 
and effeéts, which he faid they had buried fome- 
where under ground, and to make the inhabitants 
bring him money, notwithfianding there was yet 
no cultivation in the country. Terrified with the 
flagellations, forne of thenl produced their jewels, 
and wearing apparel of their women, to the 
amount of ten or fifteen pagodas, which they had 
hidden; others, \vho declared they had none, the 
amildar flogged their women fevere1y, tied cords 
around their breafis, and tore the fucking chil- 
dren from their teats, and expofed them to the 
fcorching heat of the fun. Thofe children died, 
as did the wife of Ramfoamy, an inhabitant of 
Bringpoor. Even this could not flir up compaf- 
1Ìon in the breall of the amildar. Some of the 
children 
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children that were fomewhat large, he expofed to 
{ale. In íhort, the violences of the amildar are fo 
afioniíhing, that the people, on feeing the prefent 
fituation, remelllber the lofs of Hyder with regret. 
With Wholllfoever the amildar finds a lingle mea- 
fure of natehinee, or rice, he takes it away from 
hhn, and appropriates it to the expences of the 
-Sibindy that he keeps up. No revenues are col- 
letted from the countries, but from the effetts of 
the poor \vretched inhabitants. Thofe ryots [yeo- 
men] \vho intended to return to their habitations, 
}Iearing of thofe violences, have fled for refuge, 
with their wives and children, into Hyder's coun- 
try. Every day is ufhered in and c10fed \vith 
thefe violences and difiurbances. I have no pO\\Ter 
to do any thing; and who will hear what I have 
to fay? My bufinefs is to inform your highnefs, 
\vho are my ß1afier. The people bring their com- 
plaints to me, and I tell them I will write to your 
highnefs." "" 


Tranflation 


"'" [The above-recited pratlices, or praélices fimilar tø them, 
have prevailed in almoft every part of the miferabte countries on 
the coatt of Coromande1, for near twenty years paR. That they 
prevailed as ftrongly and generally as they could prevail, under 
the adminiftr.ltÏon of the nabob, there can be no queftion, not- 
with(tanding the affertion in the beginning of the above petition; 
nor will it ever be othcrwife, whilft affairs are condué1:ed upon 
the principles which influence the prefent {yftem. Whether the 
particulars here afferted are true or falfe, neither the court of di- 
rettors nor their miniflry have thought proper to enquire. If 
they 
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Tranfbtion of a Tellinga Letter from Veira Per- 
maul, Head Dubaíh to Lord Macartney, in his 
own hand-writing, to Rajah Ramchunda, the 
renter of Ongole; dated 2. 5th of the Hindoo 
month Maufay, in the year Plavanamal, corre- 
fponding to 5th March, 1782. 


I PRESENT my refpeås to you, and am very 
,veIl here, \vifhing to hear frequently of your ,vel- 
fare. 
Your peafher Vancatroyloo has brought the Vif- 
feel Bakees, and delivered them to me, as alfo what 
you fent him for me to delj
!Cr to my 11laflcr, <which I 


they are true, in order to bring them to affeét lord rt1acartney, 
it ought to be proved that the complaint was made to him; and 
that he had l'cfi!/ëd rldJ't:fi. Inftead of this fair courfe, the com- 
plaint is c.lrried to the court of dire8:ors. The ahove is one 
of the documents tranfmitted by the nabob, in proof of his 
ch:lrge of corruption againft lord vlacartney. If genuine, it is 
conclufive, at leaft againit lord Macartney's principal agent and 
mi1nager. If it be a forgery (as in all likelihood it is) it is con- 
clufive againft the nabob and his evil counfellors; and fully de- 
monfirates, Jf any thing further were neceffary to demonHrate, 
the neccffity of the c1au1è in Mr. Fox's bill prohibiting the rc1i- 
òence of the native princes in the company's principal fettle- 
ments; which cl.mfe was, for obvious . eafons, not admitted 
into 1\'lr. Pitt's. It Chews too the abfolute neceffity of a feverr 
and exemplary puniChment on certain of his Engliíh evil coun- 
fdlors and creditors, by whom fuch pra8:ices are carried on.] 
ha'i.1e 
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have done. My 71lafler at fir:fl rifufed to take it, be- 
cauJe he is unacquainted with your difprfìtion, or what 
kind of a perfon you are. But after I made enco- 
miums on your goodnefs and grcatnefs of mind, 
and took my oath to the fame, and that it would 
not become publick, but be held as precious as our 
lives, my nzajler accepted it. You may remain fa- 
tisfied, that J will, get the Ongole bufinefs fettled 
in your name; I ,vill caufe the jamaubundee to be 
fettled agreeable to your defire. It ,vas formerly 
the nabob's intention to give this bufine[C) to you, 
as the governour knows full ,veIl, but did not at 
that tiIlle agree to it, which you l11Ufi be well ac- 
quainted \vith. 
,. Your peafher Vancatroyloo is a very careful 
good man-he is \vell experienced in bufinefs-he 
has bound me by an oath to keep all this blýìnefs fecret, 
and that his own, yours, and 171Y lives are rcfpon.fible 
for it. I ,vrite this letter to you \\Tith the great- 
eft reluB:ance, and I fignififd the fame to your 
pea{her, and declared that I ,vould not ,vrite to 
you by any means; to this the peaíher urged, that 
if I did not write to his mafler, how could he know to 
whom he (the peafher) delivered the money, and what 
muft his mafier think of it? therefore I ,vrite you 
this letter, and fend it by my fervant Ralllanah, 
accompanied by the pea{her's fervant, and it \vill 
come fafe to your hands: after perufal you will 
fend 
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fend it back to me immediately-until I receive it 
I don't like to eat my viauals, or take any fleep. 
Your peaíher took his oath, and urged me to 
write this for your fatisfaéHon, and has engaged 
to me that I fhall have this letter returned to me 
in the fpace of twelve days. 
The prefent govcrnour is not like the former go- 
vernours-he is a very great man in Europe-and 
all the great men of Europe are much obliged to 
him for his condefcenfion in accepting the govern- 
ment of this place. It is his cufiom \\Then he makes 
friendfhip with anyone to continue it always, and 
if he is at enmity with anyone, he never will deftjl till 
he has worked his de.flrufljon; he is now exceedingly 
difpleafed with the nabob, and you will zmdC1:Jland by 
and by that the nabob's bufincfs cannot be carried on ; 
he (the nabob) \vill have no power to do any thing 
in his own affairs; you have therefore 11') room to fear 
him. You may remain \vith a contented l11ind__ 
I defired the governour to \\Tite you a letter for 
your íåtisfaftion; the govern our ['lid he would do 
to when the bufinefs was fettled. 1"'his lctter you 
mufi perufe as foon as poffible, and fend it back 
\vith all fpeed by the bearer Ral11adoo, accompa- 
nied by three or four of your peopl6, to the end 
that no accident may happen on the road. Thefe 
people mufi be ordered to march in the night 
only, and to arrive hcre with the gre3tefi dit: 
pJt( h. 
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patch. You fent ten mangoes for my mafier, and 
two for me, all which I have delivered to my maf.. 
ter, thinking that ten was not fufficient to prefent 
him with. I write this for your information, and 
falute you with ten thoufand refpeéts. 


I, Muttu Kifinah, of MadraS l 
Patnam, dubafh, declare, 
That I perfeB:ly underfiand 
the Gentoo language; and 
do. mofi: folernnly affirnl, 
that the foregoing is a true I 
tranfiation of the annexed 
paper \vriting from the I 
Gentoo language. J 


(Signed) 
Muttu Kifinah. 
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T, Gillet, Printer, Salisbury-square. 
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